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Hoax bomb
threat creates
panic at
Jammu airport

GHK MewsService
Jammu, Sep 2B

Panic Sunday briefly
gripped Jammu air
port after a private
airliner received an
email pertaining toa
bomb threat, which
later proved to be a
hoax.

Airport Author-
ity of India (AAID)
officials said that a
formal Police com-
plaint was lodged
in this connection
after conducting an
anti-sabotage drill to
ascertain the iden
tity of the sender of
this hoax email.

“Central Industrial
Security Force {CISF)
and Police conducted
a thorough search
operation. Nothing
was found during
searches, Alr traffic,
however, remained
unaffected,” AAI offi-
cials said,
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UPHOLDS SERVICE TAX DEMAND
‘All services rendered by AAI

taxable’: Supreme Court

SC

These services are delivered
from the paint cargo & accepted for

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court has ruled that all ser-
vices provided by the Air-
ports Authority of India
{AAT) at airports are tax-
able, bringing closure to

a long-standing dispute
aver service lax liability
between 2003 and 2007.

A bench eomprising Jus-
tices Pankaj Mithal and P B
Varale dismissed AAT's appeal
against a tax demand, u‘pEuId-

ing a March 1, 2017, order of
the Customs, Excse & Service
Tax Appellate Tribunal (CES-
TAT). The tribunal had earlier
confirmed the service tax obli-
gation on AAI for various ser-
vices, including handling of
export cargo.

In carrying out its
statutory functions, AAl
oversees a range of activities
related 1o exporl cargo, such
as unloading, carting, X-ray
screening, and export ]:la.(.'iung_

Continued an P4

shipment until it is Inaded onto an
aircraft. AAL had argued that such
services were exernpt from service
tax under Sub-section {23) of Sec-
tion &5 of the Finance Act, 1994
The court, however, found the
definition of taxable sm'lcc to be
co nsve. “Acco roall
hnm“':cﬁ rendered by the

Alrports Authority in an

are taxahle sen'jtr; and Ir:m
able to service tax under Section
6 of the Act.' the bench stated in
its judgment. The bench noted that
sub-clause {zzm), which specifically
brought “airport services” within
the ambit of taxable services, was
introduced on Septembeer 10, 204
“Amny kind of services, whether in
respect of ex rovided
by Pﬂ'le A:rpapnzninuliﬂ&rguanir to any
person after incusion of sub-danse
{zxm ) would be s taxable service?”
the verdict clarified. The court
observed that the charging provi-
sion in Section 66 referred to all
taxzhle services under various sub-
clanses, including (zem). “In short,

any kind of services wiich are cov-

ered under any of the sub-clauses
of Section 66, induding (zzm) are
chargeable to tox.” it held, reject-
ing AATS argumnent that handling

rt cargo fell outside the tax net
O e gt iginnted
March 2010 when the Commis-
sioner (Adjudication), Service Tax,
Dielhi contirmed AATs lishility for
the period foom October 1, 2003 1o
March 31, 2007, The lability was
assessed under “Storage and Ware-
housing Services” up to Septem-
ber 9Eisﬂﬂ-! and urlipkr lhccptmrlg.'
introdoced “Airport Services” cate-
gﬂr:.-'ﬂ'mmaftnr. AAI challenged the
Commissioner's arder before the
CESTAT, that expori car;
e e
however, sided with the tax author-
ities—a decision now atfirmed by
the Suprems Court.
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All services rendered by Airport
Authority of India taxable: SC
upholds Service Tax demand

i -

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Now Dalhi

The Supreme Court {SC) has
said all kinds af services
rendered by the Airports
Authority of India [AAI) In
any airport are taxable and
liable to service tax as it
dismissed the appeal of the
airport regulator against
the service tax liability
between 2003 and 2007,

Abench ol fustices Pankaj
Mithal and PE Varale upheld
the March 1, 2017 order of
Customs, Excise and Service
Tax Appellate Tribunal
(CESTAT) that approved the
service tax demand lfrom
the AAI on services,
including export cargo,
It provides.

The AAlin discharge of its
dutles, handles cargo on
airports including export
cargo which involves a
number of activities like
unioading, carting, X-ray,
export packing, etc.

These services are ren-
dered from the time the
carga is accepted
for shipment till itis placed
o the aircraft.

The AAl contended that
the service tax demand was
raised for services, including
handling ol export cargo
which was excluded under
Suby section [23) of Section 65
of the Finance Act, 1994,

|

i =

The bench after analysing
the provisions of the law
sald the definition of the
taxable service is very wide
and takes into its fold
any kind of service that may
be provided to any person
by the Alrports Authorlty
at amy airport.

“Accardingly, all kinds of
services rendered by the
Alrports Authority in any
airpoit are taxable services
and are chargeable to
service tax under Secthon 66
of the Act,” the bench
held in a recent verdicl

“It may be pertinent to
note that sub-clause |zzm)
was introduced with effect
from September 10, 2004,
Accordingly, any kind of
services whether In respect
of export cargo provided
by the Airports Authorty to
any person after inclusion
of suby clause (zzm) would
be taxable service,” the top
court said,

The bench observed that
the intent of the charging
Section 66 of the Act, which
provides for tax on the
services, refers to in
sub-clauses Including
sub-clause {zzm).

“ln short, any kind of
services which are covered
under any of the sub-clauses
of Section 66, Including
{zzm) are chargeable to
tax and are taxable sepdce.”

the top court sald, while
rejecting AAl's argument
that handling of export
cargo does not incur service
tax lability.

While upholding the
decision of the CESTAT,
the bench said, "CESTAT or
the authorities below
have mnot erred in
taxing the services
rendered by the appellant in
relation Lo eXport Cargo as
taxable service under
sub-clavise (zzm) of Sub-
section {105) of Section &5 of
the Act with effect from
September 10, 2004."

On March 17, 2010,
the Commissioner
(Adjudication], Service Tax
at Delhl canfirmed the
service tax liability upon
the airport regulator for the
period October 1, 2003
te March 31, 2007
under the category
of “Storage and
Warehousing Service” up
to Seprember 9, 2004 and
thereafter from September
10, 2004 under the
category "Airport Services”
introduced in Finamce Act
of 1994. Aggrieved by the
order, the AAL
maved the CESTAT on the
ground that the order of
the Commissioner
{Adjudication), Service
Tax was MNawed in view of
the exem.
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Navi Mumbai
ﬂjrp(}rt receives
DGCA licence

|
Dur Buresu
Mumbai

The Navi Mumbai airport on
Tuesday received the acro-
drome licence from the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation, paving the way for its
launch.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis last weck said the
airport would be inaugur-
ated by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi during his visit
on October 8-9, Actual oper-
ations will begin a few weeks
later, after & security sweep
of the facilities,

KEY STEP

“The achievement repres-
ents a key step in the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port's (NMIA) progress to-
wards becoming fully opera-
tional. With ﬂ'nbgr acrodrome
licenee now in place, NMLA
moves closer to its vision of
enhancing regional and in-
ternational connectivity and
establishing & modern gate-
way that will link Navi Mum-
bai with the rest of the
world,” the airport =aid in a
statement.

IndiGo, Akasa Air and Air
India Express have already
announced plans to com-
mence  flights  from  Nawi
Mumbai.
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Delhi Airport to launch *E-Arrival Card’

I'uIbH't Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Delhi Airport plans to
introduce a new system
which allows international
passengers to fill out their ar-
rival information online
through a seamless digital
pladform, eliminating the
need for manual paper-based
cards at the airport.

FOREIGN PASSENGERS
Accordingly, the GMR Aero-
led Delhi International Air-
port Limited (DIAL), under
the aegis of the Burean of Im-
migration, is set to launch
the ‘E-Arrival Card' facilitvat
Delhi Airport for arriving
foreign passengers from Oc-
tober 1, 2025.

PAPERLESS. The indira Gandhi Internaticnal Airport in Delhi

“We are delighted to join
hands with the ‘Bureau of
Immigration” to launch the
‘E-Arrival Card® facility for
international  passengers.
This initiative reflects the
Government of India's com-
mitment to delivering a
world-class, hassle-free
travel experience while pro-

moting  sustainable  prac-
tices,” DIAL CEQ Videh Ku-
mar Faiporiar was quoted as
saving in a statement.

FASTER CLEARANCES

“By digitising the arrival card
process, we are enabling
faster clearances, shorter
waiting times, and greater

convenience to enhance the
overall passenger
experience.”

According to DIAL, the
new system will not only
ease the arrival process for
passengers but also improve
efficiency, reduce gueues,
and support the airport's
sustainability goals by cut-
ting down paper usage.

Similar facilities are avail-
able at some world-class air-
ports in Thailand, Indonesia,
Singapore, South Korea and
Malaysia. Earlier, in June
2024, India's first ‘Fast Track
Immigrarion-Trusted Trav-
eler Programme’ (FTI-TTF)
was launched at Delhi air-
port, allowing Indian nation-
als and OCI (Overseas Cit-
izen of India} cardholders a
faster, easier, and more se-
cure travel experience.
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NaviMumbai

airport gets
licence to start

operations

SWARA BAGGONKAR
Humbai, Septermber 30

ADAMI AIRPORTS—COM-
TROLLED MAVI MU MB AN nder-
national Airport (NMIA] on
Tueslayrecstved s aendmie
Iicence from the Directoraie
Genembol Civil iwiation{IME0A)
taking the greentield pmjecta
stepdoser tncommencing com-
mercialo rrmlinm

An agmdrome licence ls an
official certification that con-
fims an airport meets all
rejuaned safety, opecational, and
infreastructumlstandards forair
transportservices Adani Airpord
Haldings (AAHL) had applied for
thelleence afewmaonths age.

Following the inaugura
thon, i will akearound 45 days
torcommercial opemtions to
begin.5ources sald anthoritkes
are awalting confirmation
from the Frime Minister's
Office (PMO] as theairport is
expectad o be inaugorated by
PM Rarendra Modi
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NHRC summons Surat collector
over airport safety neghgence

FPJ News Service

SURAT

In a scathing indictment of
official inaction, the National
Human Rights Commission
{NHRC) has issued a notice to
Surat District Collector Dr.
Sourabh Pardhi, summoning
him for a hearing on October
15 The move follows a com-
plaint filed by Sanjay Ezhava,
president of the Surat Afrport
Action Committee (SAAC),
who alleged gross negligence
in addressing high-rise build-
ingsohstructing the flight path
ofSurat Afrport.

The controversy dates back
to a joint obstruction survey
conducted by the Airport
Authority of India (AAl) in
2018, which found violations of
NOC porms in 41 projects out
of nearly 50 Under the
Adrcraft Rules, 1994, these pro-
jects were directed to reduce
their height.

While 14 projects voluntarily
agreed to lower their struc-

tures, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) in
August 2021 passed 27 final
orders directing developers to
comply  within 60 days.
However, 21 builders chal-
lenged the DGCA orders in the
Gujarat High Court, while six
projects—Florence, Jash
Residency, Sarjan Apartment,
Fionma Apartment, Ravi
Ratmam Apartment, and L&T
Apartment—did not appeal,
leaving them liable for
immediate demoliton.

Despite clear directives, the
Collector of Surat failed o act
for nearly three vears, even
after reminders from both the
AAl and the Surat Municipal

Corporation (SMC). In fact, on
September 16, 2022, SMCs
Deputy Municipal
Commissioner formally urged
the Collector to act on the
DGCAS final order. No demoli-
tion was carried out

The issue resurfaced dra-
matically after the June 12,
2025 Ahmedabad plane crash,
which heightened concerns
about aviation safety. Following
the tragedy Collector Pardhi
wrote to the Airport Director
on July 3, 2025 shifting the
demeolition responsibility to
the AAl and SMC—a move
critics say was an attempt to
deflect blame.

Calling out this delay, com-
plainant Sanjay Ezhava said,
“For three years, the adminis-
traton turned a blind eve,
risking the lives of 70 lakh Surat
residents. The Collectors inac-
tion only benefited powerfisl
builders while compromising
airport safety. This is not just
negligence, it is a human rights
viplation”
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Cidco submits project report for
CSMIA-Navi Mumbai airport link

Faisal Malik

fatsal malik@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The long-awaited
Metro Line 8 project, which will
provide a direct mass transit link
between Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) and the upcom-
ing Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), has reached a
crucial milestone. The detailed
project report (DPR) has been
submitted to the state govern-
ment for approval after receiv-
ing clearances from both the
urban development and finance
departments, senior officials
confirmed.

According to the DPR, the
34.89-km corridor will cost an

estimated ¥23,000 crore and is
being planned on a public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model,
similar to Mumbai Metro Line 1

{Versova-Ghatkopar). The City

and Industrial Development
Corporation (Cidco), the nodal
agency for the project, has
sought 20% viability gap funding
(VGF) each from the state and
Centre, with the balance invest-
ment to come from the private
build-operate-transfer (BOT)
ET.

The line will feature 20 sta-
tions—six underground and 14
elevated—with projected daily
ridership expected to reach
1,030,000 passengers by 2031
Officials said the corridor will
serve as a “seamless connector”

across the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region (MMR), integrating
with at least six other Metro
lines as well as suburban rail
and bus terminals.

In addition, the corridor will
be linked to the Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus (LTT), enabling out-
station travellers to directly
access either airport via Metro.

A senior official said, “This
project will offer end-to-end con-
nectivity between MMR's two
international airports and inte-
grate with major rail and road
hubs...” Cidco has begun a peer
review of the DPR, covering
alignment, traffic and environ-
ment studies, integration with
existing networks, land acquisi-
tion, and financing.
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IGIA goes paperless for foreign travellers

New Delhic Foreign travellers ar-
mang ar Dedhd's ndica Gandhi
Intemational Airport {BGLA) will
nio longer need to Ml out paper-
based arrival lorms. The Srpor is
set o minod uce 4 new e-Armval
Card Eacflity stating Wiedne:day,
The nituative launched inderthe
acg of the Bureau of
lrmmigration by Dredhi

International Airport Limited
(DAL, which operates KGLA, alrms
Lo smphfy the entry process for
inermational passengers,
Moronding o olficials, the dig

ital system willallewrtravellers o
submil arrival details onling
cutiing down waiting time at
coirters, reducing queses, and

supporting the airport’s push for

greener operations throug h re-
duced paper consumption "By
digitising the amival cardprocess,
we are enabling greaer comen-
ience 1o enhance the overal pas
senger exper ience. This intiative
reflects the prveriment’s cm
mitment to delvering a wor d-
s e expenenoe,” said DAL
CEOVideh Kumar Jaipuria, ENS
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1400-cr interchange
to boost access to
Noida Int’l Airport

GREATER NOIDA: The
‘r'amurn Expressway Indus
al Development Anothor
nr:r (YEI?A) is expediting
infrastructure work to ensure
zrambsss connectivity to the
upoomang MNaoida Imternational
Asrport. On Monday, NHAI
Chairman  Santosh  Ewmar
Yaulav inspected the ongring
construction of the key inter
change linking the Yamuna
Expressway with the Eastern
Pﬂlph:ml Expressway (EPE],
with the 8-km-long air
ink mad.

The imterchange is being
buslt near Jaganpur Afzalpur
village at the 10-km poimt of the
Yamuna Expressway. With an
estimated cost of Rs 0 croze,
the doverleaf and loop-stvle
inlerchange will provide direct
access between EPE and the
Yamuna Ex y. Chifucials
said this link will greatly ben
efit coommuters from various
distracts of Ltar Pradesh and
Haryama, offering faster acoess
o the airport.

I.'lu.nng the visit, Yaday
reviewed the progress of the
imerchange and the 30 metre
wide link mad, as well as a
750-metre-bong  secondary
access moad. These rowles
oonnect the airport io major
expressways  including  the
Dielhi-Mumbai Expressway,
DND-Faridabad - Baltabh
garh corridior, and the KMP
Expresswany.

The WHAI Chairman
instructed officials and con
tractors v complete all work on

“ This link will

greatly benefit
commuters from
various districts of
Uttar Prodesh and

Horyana ,,

timne, siressing the importance
ol operational readiness belore
the airport becomes functional
He also assessed land acquisi-
tiomn, relocation of utilitses, and
other poteniial delays. Conedi
naticn with YEIDA, Airpocts
Authority of India { AAL, and
the Uttar Pradesh government
was urged for timely nesa hotion
of izsues.

Yaday highlsghted that the
imterchange and road con-
nectivity are crucial compo
nents for the airport’s soocess.
He issued strict directions to
maintam qoality and tmelines.

YEIDA ACEQ Magen
dra Pratap and OG0 '\hajl.ﬁ'n
dra. along with sewior MHAIL
officials, were present dur
g the inspection. The vist
urkderscores the government's
determined push to accelerate
indrastructare projects linked
o Noéda Internatiomal Afrpart,
et 1o become a major aviatiomn
bub in North India,
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Delhi airport sees
5 flight diversions

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: At least five
flights were diverted at the
shl airport on Tuesday after-
noon due to adverse weather
conditions in the national capi-
tal, according to an official.

Heavy rains lashed parts of
Dielhi-MCR on Toesday and
airlines issued advisories that
flight ations might be
il &

The official said five flights
that were to land at the Delhi
airport were diverted to Jaipur
between 1215 pm to 12.30 pm.

“Persistent rainfall and
thunderstorms are currently
affecting #Delhi, leading to
possible delays in flight oper-

ations. Our teams are closely
monitoring the situation to
ENSUIE VOUT jOUITEY TESUMES
a5 soon as conditions improve,”
IndiGo said in & post on X at
12.49 pm.

Air India, in a post on X at
12.07 pm, said heavy rain may

impact fli rations to and
from DE’.E{, uj::
Due to bad weather in

Dielhi, all departures/arrivals
and their consequential flights
may be affected, Spicelet said in
apaoston Xat1l.46am.

In a post on X at 1156
am, Delhi airport operator
DMAL said Delhi is experienc-
ing inclement weather condi-
tions bot all flight operations
were normeal.
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e-Arrival card facility to kickstart at
alrport for forei gn flyers from today

EXPRE S5 NEWS SERVICE & Mew Da

TO simplify the arrival process
for foredgn Overs at the [ndira
Ganddhi Internat ional {1GH Al
poart, an eArrival card fncility
will be lavnched fom Wednes
day (Dctober 1). This digital-
first initistive aims to reduce
quenes and enhance the pas-
Snger eXperisnoe

An oficial release from the
airpart operator said the ini-
tlative is a partnership be-
tweeén the GMR-led Delhi
International Airport Limited
{(DIAL) and the Bureau
of Inmigmation.

“The new system allows in-
ternational passengers to fill
out their arrival Information
online through a seamless dig-
ital platform, eliminating the
need for manual paper-based
cards at the alrport. This will
not only ease the arrival proc
ess for travellers but also im-
prove efficiency, reducs quenes,

It will improve efficiency
and reduce guauves'

“The system allows intermational
passengers to fill out their arval
infarmation anline through a
digital platform. It will also
improve efficiency, reduce gueues,
and support the alrport's
sustainability goals by cutting
down paper usage.” release said.

and support the airport’s sus-
talnability goals by cutting
down paper usage,” the release
sail World class airports such
a8 those in Thailand, Indone-
sin, Singapore, South Korea,
and Malavain already havesim-
ilar facilities, it said, “It is a
sustainable s tep towands green.
er operations by cutting down
paper usage”

The release added that the
initiat ive marks another mile-
stone in the Digital India vision
of Prime Minlster Narendra
Modi In.June this year, India's

first Fast Track Immigration
Trusted Traveller Progromme
was launched at Delhi Airport,
allowing Indian nationals and
OCl cardholders a faster,
easlor and more secure travel
experience. Both initiatives, it
sald, will enhance travel
conven jenoe,

Videh Kumar Jaipuriag, CEO,
DIAL, said. “We are delighted
Lo join hands with the Bureau
of Tmmigration o lsunch the
e-Arrival Carmd facility for in
ternational passengers. This
Initiative miects the Govern-
ment of India’s commitment to
delivering a world-clags, hassle
Iree travel experience while
promoting sustainable practic
es, By digitising the arrlval
card process, we are enabling
Faster clemances, shorter wait-
ing times. and greater conven-
lence to enhance the overall
passe nger experisnce.”

Foreign flvers can 011 owt and
submit thelr arrival Informa-
tion via an official and secure
government website or & dedi-
cated mobile application.

These inclucs the Buresu of
Immigration’s portal (hitps:/
bol.gov.ing, the Indian Visa
website (hitps:/Tnd ianvisaon-
line govin), and the Indian Visa
maobile app Su-Swagatam, It
can also be accessed through
the Delhi Airport’s website
{wwwhnewdelhialrport ing. The
form can be completed up o
thres days belore arival.
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Pilots to face tougher alcohol test rules

SLALITHA inhewDelb

A massive step lowards ensur
ing safer air travel for all has
been taken by the aviation reg-
ulator, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Tt
has proposed various stringent
punishments for cockpit crew
wha report drunk for duty, in-
duding cancellation of licence
for repeat offenders.

In its draft amend ments to
the Civil Aviation Require-
ment (CAR) made public last
week, the regulator stated that
aleohol present in the body
even In small guantities eop
ardlses Right safety on several
coints and adversely allecis
an aviator even during the
hangover perlod.

It has proposed enforcineg
these actions In the case of vio
lations detected befom the de-
parture of a Might (pre-flight)
during the breath-analyser iest.
The biggest punlshment the
DGCA has proposed ks the can-
cellation ol the license or the
approval to fly in the case of
any individual who tests posk
tive for the third time during
the hreast h-analyser tests. Test-
Ing positive for alcohol twice
wontld regult ina three-vear sus-
pension of leence while testing
positive the first tme would re
sl in a three-month suspen-
sion af licence. Giving & miss to
such tests woulkd also be treated
with muech seriousness

Rimilar penal ties have been
mooted for post-ight aleohol

Technlcal snag causes Jalpur-Pune Tllght return

A Jalpur—Pune Spicelet flight had to retunn to base on Tuesday moming
after a technical problem was detected soon after takeoff. Accoding to the
official sounces at airport the arcraft. operating as 561077, departed at
&:50 am, about 15 minutes ahead of scheduls, but was forced to tum back
within half an hour due toa malfunction in the ockplt dooe system, The
Incident comes at a tirme when airlines are under sha mer scruting for safety

tests. The maximum punish-
ment here s cancellation of li-
cense or approval and action
Initiated as per Alremit Rules
1977 if the crew tests second
time positive in the breath-ana
Iyser tests

Teating positive for aleohol
for those ina trainesship role
like Examiners, [nstructors,
Line Training Captain, Check
Plot or Line Check Cabin Crew
would result in the loss of ap
proval ar authorisation for
three vears in addition io penal
actlon.

The DGCA has made it man-
datory for all opperators to main-
tain separate records of pre

Might and postlight breath
analyser exams for the flight
crow and cabln crow for amind-
mim period of one year

The draft pointed out that as
per the provision of Hule 24 of
the Alrerafl Rubes, a pilot com-
mander, navigator, enginesr,
cabin erew or other operating
members should have wsed any
aleoholie drink, sedative, nar-
cotic or stimulant drug prepa-
ration within 12 hours of the
commencemeant of theightor
use such preparation in the
course of the Oight.

Alrlines have besn given time
till October 24 1o hh_-i]_ull'l.l‘l tothe
proposed rules.

Mumbai-Delhi
flight gets hoax
bomb threat

5 LALITHA & Mow Deti

ANXIOUS moments were wit-
nessed after an IndiGo Oight
from Mumbai to Delhi carrying
over 200 passengers landed m
the Indira Gandhl Infernation-
al Alrport (1GLA) on Tuesday
morning, The anonymous
threat of a bomb placed nside
the engine found midalr on a
tizssue inside the lavatory
turned ont 1o be s hiog

Flight NoGE 672 an AXN Neo
alrcraft, took of 7 from 6.14 pm
from Mumbai airportand land-
od at 7.53 am at 1G] alrport, ac-
cording to Might tracking plat-
form fightradarid

An alrport source sald,
"When the Might was airborne
after it took off from Muom bai,
o cabin crew member found a
tissue Inskde the lavatoary with
three words scrawled on it
‘Bomb in Engine', The siadf in-
formed the cockplt crew who
aleried the Air Tralfic Contrmol
at Delhi airport about 1L"

An emergency wos declored
at the IGIA airport with the
Central Industrial Security
Force, alrport pollee, fre per-
sonnel and ambulanee with
sinfl waiting for the arrival of
the Night
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Delhi airport to launch e-arrival card

Turs News Nerwomk

New Delhib: Ane-Arrival Card
facility will be launched for o
relgn travellers arrviving  at
Delhi Airport from Oct 1, said
the airport operator GMR Ae-
ro-led Delhi International Ajr-
port Limited on Tuesday

The now system allows in:
ternational prssengers (o fill
out their arrival informarion

online through a digital plat-
form. DIAL said the facility
will sase the arrival process for
trvellers, improve efficiency;
reduice guisiies and support the
airport’s sustainability goals
by cutting down paper usage.

Similar facilities are avai
lable ot some world-class
airports in Thailand, Indone
sla, Singapore, South Korea,
and Malaysia.

Videh Kumar Jaipurian
CED, DIAL, said. “We are de
lighted to join hands with the
Bureau of Immigration to
launch the e-Arrival Card (s
cility for international pas-
sengers, This initlative re-
flects the govt's commitment
to delivering a world-class,
hassle-froe travel experionee
while promoting sustalnnble
practices.”
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AHMEDABAD

Another bomb hoax at city airport

Ahmedabad: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) airport was placed on
high alert on Sunday after receiving an
email claiming that a bomb had been plan-
ted in the terminal. Security measures we-
re immediately stepped up as Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF) personnel,
along with the bomb and dog squads, con-
ducted thorough searches of passenger
and flight areas throughout the day.

Nothing suspicious was found. Sources
confirmed that no flight operations were
impacted during the process.

According to the FIR filed by Ravikant

Bhardwaj, senior screener at theairport's se-
curity in-line department for ‘spreading fal-
se informationonline and makingacriminal
threat’, the email was received at 6.06am on
Sunday on the official TD of the airportdirec-
tor from the address, evilterrorizerlili@gma-
il.com. The subject stated, “Bombs have been
placed around your buildings; you have 24
hours to react or face the blood pool.”

The message identified the sender as the
“leader of terroristic group... known as ter-
rorizers 111" and contained further threate-
ning statements. Investigators are working
to trace the email to its sender.

30 SEPTEMBER 2025
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Lufthansa
Group to shed
4,000 jobs by
2030 with Al

FRANKFURT, Sept 29:
Lufthansa Group said Mon-
day that 1t would shed 4,000
jobs by 2030 with the help of
artificial intelligence, digital-
isation and consolidating
work among member airlines
— even as the company re-
ported strong demand for air
travel and predicted strong-
er profits in years ahead.

Most of the lost jobs would
be in Germany, and the focus
would be on administrative
rather than operational roles,
the company said.

Lufthansa said it was mov-
mg to deepen the integration
among member airlines
Lufthansa, SWISS, Austrian
Aiarlines, Brussels Airlines
and I'TA Airways, and 1s “re-
viewing which activities will
be no longer necessary in the
future, for nstance due to
duplication of work.”

The group said in a state-
ment that “profound chang-
es brought about by digitali-
sation and artificial intelli-
gence” would increase effi-
clency across busmess areas
and activities.

The airline group laid out
its strategic plans at a pres-
entation for investors and
analysts in Munich, saying it
was seeing strong demand for
air travel amid limits on of-
ferings of flights due to
stretched supply chains for
planes and engines. That
means a tight market that is
keeping planes full and boost-
ing revenue. — AP
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Jeh Aerospace scales to $100 m
order book, plans defence entry

—

Alshwarya Kumar

Bengaluny

Hyderabad-based Jeh
Arrospace has secured long-

term export contracts worth
over $100million from tier-1
and tier-2 players in the US
commercial acrospace sup-
phvchain

“We have been able to se-
cure contracts in excess of
5100 million, which has cre-
ated a very stable platform
for us," said Vishal R
Sanghavi, Founder and CED
of Ich Acrospace. “These are
long-term  contracts  that
provide  significant  visibil-
oy

DOMESTIC REVENUES
While the company cur-
rently operates on a 100 per
cent export model, S
anticipates a shift as do-
mestic revenues begin flow-
ing in.

“We would not be sur-
prised to see this mix change
to 80-20 or even 70-30 over
the next four to five years,”
he explained, indicating a
gradual pivot toward the In-
dian market.

Wishal R Sanghavi, Founder
& CEO, Jeh Asrospace

Currently  focused  en-
tircly om  commercial
aerospace, Jeh plans to diver-
sify into defence serospace
in the coming years to bal-
ance demand cycles across
sectors. The company oper-
ates with a 1l0-member
team from its production fa-
cilityin Hyderabad.

Teh's growth comes amid a
broader surge in aerospace
sourcing from India. In 2024,
Airbus announced plans to
double its sourcing from In-
dia to 1.5 bil ion in the com-
ing years, up from $750 mil-
lion currently, according to

Remi Maillard, President of
Airbus Indis and South Asia,

who was L'akmg at the
“Wings Indi cvent  in
Hyderabad.

Similarly, Boeing has in-
dicated it will increase its
sourcing from India, which
currently stands at ¥10,000
crore, signalling strong con-
fidence in the country's
derospace  manufacturing
capabilitics.

While the US remains
Jeh's immediate focus, the
compamy is laying the
groundwork to expand into
Western  Europe, targeting
countrics  like  Germany,
France, and Switzerland.

Founded in 2022, Jeh
Acrospace is backed by in-
dustry veterans Prat Kurmar,
former Boeing India CEO
and Srinivasan Dwarkanath,
former CEQ of Airbus India.
It raised funds {undisclosed)
from IndiGo Ventures, the
venture capital arm of aidine
operator IndiGo.

In August 2025, the com-
pamy secured 511 millionina
funding round led by Eleva-
tion Capital, with amcrE:' ipa-
tion ﬁ'c!:lm EH:'ESE'EIJE backer
General Catabyst.
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Aviation Minister
opens Air India-Airbus
pilot training centre

Rohit WVaid
Hew Delhi

The Afr Indis-Airbus Pilot

ining Centre will install 10
m!gsinmlmrs ot an investment
of over T1,000 crore, sad
Undon Civil Avistion Minister
Hammohan Naidn.

The Centre was insugur-
ated by Naidu at Air Indin's
Avintion Treining Academy in

Linion Minister for Chyil

ors, including Indis's first
A350 simulators, will be in-
stalled with a planned invest-
ment of over T1,000 crore,” he
said on social medis platform
X (formerty Twitter).

The facility will train more
than 5,000 pilots over the
next decade tosupport the ex-
ponential growth of commer-
cal wistion in Indin. The
training centre s designed to
train pilots for the Airbos
A320 and A350 aircraft famil-
ies, ond its courses ore gp-

]:lrmn:d ]:q.r'huth the DOCA and
EABRA.

“The facility is currently
equipped with two Full Flight
Simulstors for Airbus A3X0
family aircraft. The remaining
six A320 simulstors and two
A]-:-EI simulptors will be in-

ed progressively,” Air In-
dmsm inastatement.
bersimessiine was the first to
report lnstweek thet Air Indis
was an the verge of lmmching
an in-howse flight stmulator
facility at its Gurngram-hased
academy to boost pilot train-
e
& cen -
654 bcrwine  exitical ek
for Air Indis, as it ts in the
midst of a fect i
with more thon 500 aircreft
on order.

FLEET STRENGTH

Currently, Air Indin has
around 3, 500 pilots and 2 fleet
of newrty 200 atreraft, nckod-
imp murrow-body Atrbus A320
family jets and wide-body
B-uemg 7/ and FET

Aviation K Rammohan Naldu
El.u'ugrnm |'|.'l.rl.'ll!.l_
“Through this jomt ven-
ture, 10 cutting-edge simulst-  Dreamliners.

Apart  from  type-rating
training, the faclity will also
help in providing recurrent
training for existing pilots.

“Air India i5 In o expan-
sion mode with 370 new air-
craft on order, and the new pi-
lot tmining centre at our
Ayiation Training Academy in
Curugrum, a part of which is
I:vc'r.r% executed with Airbus,
will help train and opskill p
bots who will fuel Air Indis's
mmbition of becoming a
world-class pirline,” Air India
MD and CED Camphell
Wilson was guoted m 2
statement.

""I‘h:'.iﬁ:il.il::i'L-iam:j.urst:p
!'unﬂni m our trunsformas-

ey and in maki
Air Ln!g.::und the Indizn m":%
ation industry more self-reli-
ant. With our pariners Airbus,
we are plaving our part in
building the svistion infra-
structure thet India needs as
one uf 'rh.' “m{ds I:usu:st

ates that Indio would require
un additional 10,000 pilots
over the next decade, nearly
duuhh:tgﬂtmr:mmgﬂ:
of sroumd 12,000 boensed
commerciml pilots in the
coumtry.

However, limited simulutor
capacity has led Indisn air-
lines to rely heavily on over-
seas stmulmor facilities in
countries such as the UAE,
Maleysia, and Singopore,
leadi o hi trumi

I-T!E a.ndw logsti
:hu.l]:u.g:x
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India to study Maldives’ seaplane
model ahead of UDAN 5.5 operations

|
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dedhi

India will study seaplane op-
crations in the Maldives as it
prepares to roll out the phase
5.5 of its flagship regional air
connectivity scheme, UDAN,
sources tobd busireseline,

The Maldives has de-
veloped comprehensive o
n'a:‘iE;'m] best practices th;
allow the smooth function-
ing of around 100-120 twin-
engine seaplanes.

These aircraft operate al-
most 600 flights and carry
5,000 passengers every dm
making it an ideal case sr:ud'.'
for India as it seeks tnn.1:|E|.c—
ate such scrvices in coastal
and remote regions.

Sources told businessline
that a high-level delegation,
consisting of officials from
cwvil aviztion authorities, will
soon travel to study the Mal-
dives” well-established sea-
plane ec

Besides, the ia.tcst study

Seaplane services operate
over 600 flights and carry
5,000 passengers daily

tour will assess regulatory
frameworks, compliance
mechanisms and operational
best  practices of the
Maldives.

KEY STUDY
Thiz will be the third such
wvisit by the civil aviation an-
thorities to the island nation.
Two previous delegations
have already condocted sim-
itar studies, providing valu-
gble insights into the Mal-
divian model.
Further, the latest mission
is considered critical as it

will have a direct bearing on
the final contours of the
UDAN 5.5 scheme.

According to sources, the
latest iteration of UDAN in-
tends to promote last-mile
connectivity in remote re-
gions, hilly areas and island
terrtories.

Under this phase, routes
hawve been awarded that will
be serviced exclusively with
scaplanes, choppers and
small aircraft with seating
capacity of fewer tham 20
PasSengers.

Industry insiders expect
that the flights under UDAN
55 will commence by the
year-end.

Till now, ‘Letters of
Award’ for routes under the
scheme have been izsued to
three players, including Sky-
Hop and Pawan Hans.

As per sources, the 5.5 ver-
sion 15 offering operators a
chance to chart out seaplane
routes between 20 water
bodies, which include water-
dromes, ponds and dams.
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Airlines boost India-UK
connectivity, roll out
incentives to push sales

—
Ancesh Phadnis
Pkl

Alrlines are ad flights to
London and offering incent-
ves to travel agents 1o grow
thelr share in the Indis-UK
marker.

This comes on the back of
India-lK  comprehensive

economic and tade sgree-
ment that promises o in-
crease traved and rrade,
‘While Alr' Indiin has Intro-
duced a fourth daily fre-
ﬂl;ﬂ..‘y from Delhi o Lon-
s Heathrow Alrport,
IniGGo s st o begin s
miakden flight berween Mum-
bol and Hesthrow In the
winter schedule.

REWARDS PROGRAMME
Amsory ingernational carri-
ers Oman Alr has announced
s second daily service 1o
Laondon Heathrow from Oe-
ober end. Viegin Athsnric i
running a rewards pro-
called Sky High

Club for trave] sgents thar al-
fows them to collect polnes
on teker sales. These can
later be redeemed for gifi
vouchers and ather benefirs.
“We have always belleved
in the power of parmerships
ond Sky High Club i our way
of recognising the travel
agenis who make incredible

sible  every
’;ngle dﬂgug Shivani
Singh Deo, COUNTRY MAnager
rhﬂnj.\'jquuﬁs]mﬂn
United Kingdom ls the
lapgest destimation for In-
dian grovellers in Ewrope
with two-way traffic of 4.4
million In FY 2025, Delhi and
London Heathrow i
account for the most oaffic
berween India and the UK
Other UK destinarions with
direct connectivity Include
Birmingham and
Manchesrer, Carrlers includ-
ing Alr India_British Alrways,
IniGGo and Viegin Atlantic
are scheduled to operaze 42
daily filghts berween the rwo

countries in Ocober. West
Asian carriers such as Emir-
ares and Exihad ra @
share of traffic l;-;\nmm
W COUNTHES.

“There s sufficlent de-
mand on the Indis-UK mar-
ket for both non-stop and
one-gop carriers,” sald Sunil
VA, Regional Vice-President,
Opean Alr “SOur second daily
fikght will hesvee a morning ar-
rivel in London and we will
offer onward connections in
partnership with Beivish Alr-
ways,"” he sdided.

DIAEPORA CONNECT
With its large diaspora con-
nect, student and corporate
traffic, airiines have s steady
demand rownd the vese, Visit
Britain, the country's ms-
thonal towrism agency, 1s also
looking o drive demand by
promoting destinarions bey-
ond London and focusing on
sopments ke  aportis
a\ﬂ}i“m{ mma.im;;pulg
among Indin visitors and
EXTFa ﬂaﬂm will daﬁnu‘r];el-lg
*ag at
m of E?mj‘ums'l'ﬂnurs 3
Travels.

A Heathrow gpokesperaon
sald: “We're sealng growlng
Interest in Indion desting-
thens, and these new routes
reflect Heathrow's  unri-
valled global resch and the
cholee and convenlence we
offer our costomers - made

bl thro the stror
mﬂahlpﬁ u'lfuh }m'e wi

'_‘R -
mand hits the strength
nful':!l#hdl]fues,wlrh 46 per
CENT more passengers ravel-
“I:i berween Hesthrow and

g4 |n 2024 than in 2019.%
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Air India, Airbus set
up pilot training
facility in Haryana

Air India and Airbus have established a joint
venture training facility in Haryana to train
pilots for A320 and A350 family aircraft, with a
planned investment of over 1,000 crore for
simulators. The advanced pilot training centre
at the Air India Aviation Training Academy
will train more than 5,000 new pilots over the
next decade, the airline said in a release on
Tuesday. It was inaugurated by Civil Aviation
Minister KRammohan Naidu on Tuesday. pTi
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DGCA approves
aerodrome licence for
Navi Mumbai airport

Aviation regulator DGCA has granted an
aerodrome licence tothe Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport. Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) will be the second airport in
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region. “NMIA
marks a significant milestone with the grant
of its Aerodrome Licence from the DGCA.
Thelicence, awarded after meeting stringent
safety and regulatory requirements, is an
essential prerequisite for commencing oper-
ations,” operator NMIAL said. PTI
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Spicejet launches daily direct thghts to
Phuket from Delhi and Mumbai

TDG HETWDRK

ST ]

Spice]et has announced the
launch of daily non-stop
flights to Phuket, Thai-
land's largest and most
popular island, from Delhi
and Mumbai, marking
its sevond destination in
Thailand after Bangkok.
Flights fromm Delhito Phuket
are sel bo comuence on Oc-
tober 31, 20235, while ser-
vires from Mumbai will
beyin on November 6, 2025,
The move streagthens
spicefet's growing interna-

Spice Jet

tional network and offers
Indian travellers more di-
rect aceess to Thailand's me-
niwned tourist destinations.
Debojo Maharshi, Chiel
Business Officer of Spice et
said, “We are excited to add

Phulket, one of the world's
most sought-alter holiday
destinations, to our grow-
ing intermational netwaorlk,
With non-stop [lights from
Dl b and Mumbai, Spice-
Jet is making it easier than

ever for Indian travellers
to enjoy Thailand’s pristine
beaches, vibrant calture,
and warm hospitality. This
expansion also reaffirms
o commitmerst o olfering
more infernational choices
and seamless connectiv-
ity at alfordable fares.”
Phuket is colehrated for its
stunning beaches, vibrant
nighthife, and rich cultural
cxperiences, including
the Sino-Portuguess ar-
chitecture of Old Phuket
Town and the iconic Big
Faxdelha statoe,
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SpiceJet to
double its
daily flights

LOW-COST CARRIER SPICE-
JET plans to triple ils active
fleet and more than double
s daily fights by mid-
Movember as it works to
regain lost ground.

Add MesETE sharcholders at
the alriine’s 4 1stannuwal peneml
migeting, Apw Singh, chalaman
and M D, said on Tuesday,"The
comripany b uncertaknga major
cxpansion of capacity over the
next few weeks, We will be
adding to our Heet 20 aircr it
comprising 19 nareow bodies
and onewidehody trrthe middle
ofMovember” Spicejetwil bring
back into service around 10
prounded alromft by Apeil "Bt
four of those will joinin Novem-
ber itselfand with that we will
havea rll-nltnﬂ.u:u-.i oureshst-
mpactive floct” Singh added.

FE BUREAL
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In 2025, global air
passenger traffic
to reach 9.8 bn

GLOBAL AR
PASSEMGER traffic
is projected to

teuch 9.8 billien in
2025, 4% higher compared
to last year, according to
Airports Council Intemational
wiorld n 2024, the total
passenger traffic stood &t
7.4 biflion. its bi-annual
Woard &n[_l_'prtTraiTn_' Pegart,
said the ghobal aviation
market s expanding, but
its trajectory remains
sensitive to geopalitical
EVEMEE, M3 e conamic
conditicns and region
specihc headwinds
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.AI MRBUS LAUNCH PILOT HUB IN HARYANA

B8 MDA

Bar na
Training

Uniion minister ofcivil aviation Ram Mohan Maidu Kinjarapu [s.mn:l frnm right] being
presented witha nairinda Arbus mode! ||'|I'_'-'-|.|'|..|g|1|'1'||:||'1T|.|H:x:I:,.I r Incka and Airbis have
set up ajoint venture training facility in Haryana to train pilots for the A320 and A350 aircraft
farnilies, with a planned investment of ever 71,000 erore for simulators, ™~
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Al to train 5,000 new

pilots over a decade

Jagriti Chandra

MEW THELHI

Air India says it will train
more than 5,000 new pi-
lors over the next decade an
A training Facility it un-
eviled on Tuesday here,

The cenre now has two
Alrbus  A320  simulators
and will add 8 more over
time, including India‘s first
A350 simulators helping
the airline save costs and
resources on sending pi-
lors overseas for training.

“This facility is a major
step forward in our trans-
formation journmey and in
making Air India and the
Indian aviation industry
mare self-reliant,” Al CEOQ
Campbell Wilson smid,

The centre will even-
tually have 21 simulaiors,
including those of Boeing.

The Air India Training
Academy is likely to train

The training centre will
eventually hawe 21 simulators

Al professionals, including
pilots, cabin crew, ground
handling, engineering and
security staff over the next
few wears and host man-
agement traiming  pro-
grammes. Al ais also in the
process of setting wp South
Asia’s largest Flying Train-
ing Organisation (FTO) at
Amravati in Maharashtra,

Al has planned an air-
crafi maintenance engi-
neering school for supply
of skilled engineers.



TSy fAaaas

AIRPFPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 1 OCTOBER Z0Z5

O Hintustan Time:

DELHI-BOUND
INDIGO FLIGHT
RECEIVES HOAX
BOMB THREAT

Heha LM Tripathi
neha tripathightiive com
NEW DELHI: A Delhl-bound
IndiGo Night from Mumbai
received a hoax bomb threat
mid-air on Tuesday morning,
triggering an alarm among
security agencies, officials
wware of the details sald.

“A crew member found a
threat note with "BOMBE writ-
ten on it in one of the lovatories
and told the pilot. The pilot
alerted the local air trafic con-
trol {ATC),” an official privy to
the matter sald,

Asecond oflicial said a bomb
threal assessment commitleos
{BTAC) was formed immedi-
utely at both Mumbai and Dethi
alrporls to assess the situation
and decide on the next course
of action.

An IndiGe spokesperson
confirmed the incident and
said, “A security threat was
noticed onhoard IndiGao flight
GE 762 operating from Mumbai
1o Delhi on 30 Seplember 2025,
Following the established pro-
tocwl, we informed the relevant
authorities immediately and
fully cooperated with them in
ciartying oul the necessary
security checks before the alr-
craft was ¢heared for opera
tions.”

The officials cited above said
upon being informed of the
threat, the alrcraft was given
priority landing and was
parked ina seeluded bay.

“The aircralt was thoroughly
checked belore declaring it
safe,” the second official ched
abowve said
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(@ Hindustan Times

Boeing 737 MAX replacement
said to be in early development

Reuters

letters@hmdustantimes com

LONDON: Boeing is in early sta-
ges of developing a single-aisle
airplane to eventually replace
the 737 MAX, the Wall Street
Journal reported Monday, eit-
ing people familiar with the
matter.

Reuters could not immedi-
ately confirm the report. Rolls-
Royce declined to comment,
while Boeing did not respond to
a Reuters' request for comment.

The 737 MAX entered service
in 2017 but was grounded glo-
bally in 2019 after two [atal
crashes killed 346 people. The
incidents hurt Boeing's profits
and trigegered lawsuits, invest-
gations, and a criminal probe by
the US Department of Justice.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration lifted the grounding
order in 2020 during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. Last Friday, the
FAA said it would allow the
planemaker to issue airworthi-
ness certificates for some 737
MAX jets, starting this week.
This authority had been
revoked in 2019 following the

The Bocing 737 MAX first entered service in 2017, AR

second fatal crash involving the
model in Ethiopia.

Earlier this year, Boeing chief
executive officer (CED) Kelly
Ortberg met with officials from
Rolls-Royee Holdings in the UK
to discussa new engine for the
aircraft, as per the WSJ report.

The US planemaker has also
been designing the flight deck of
a new narrow-body aircraft, the
report said, adding that devel-
opment remains in the early
planning phase, with final deci-
sions yet to be made,

The planemaker told WSJ
that its recovery plan is on
track, with priorities including
the delivery of roughly 6,000
back-logged commercial air-
planes and the certification of
previously announced models,

Still, Boeing faces regulatary
scrutiny. In early 2024, the FAA
imposed a production cap of 38
per month for 737 MAX planes
after a mid-air cabin panel
blowout on a new Alaska Air-
lines jet, which was later found
to be missing four bolts,
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MUMBAI-SOLAPUR
DIRECT FLIGHTS
FROM OCTOBER 15

MUMBAI: Solapur in western
Maharashtra will be connected
via air to Mumbai as Star Air,a
private airline, has announced
the launch of direct flights
between the two cities from
October 15. The inaugural flight
from Mumbai to Solapur will
be flagged off by chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis.

Flights from Mumbai will
depart at 12:50pm and reach
Solapur at 2.10pm. Return
flights will depart Solapur at
2.40pm and arrive in Mumbai
at 3:45pm. The flights, with
tickets priced at 3,999 for a
one-way trip, will operate
under the state regional con-
nectivity scheme four days a
week - Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday - enhanc-
ing connectivity, supporting
regional economic growth, and
catering to business and leisure
travellers.

“Solapur will be the 3lst city
on our growing network,” said
Shilpa Bhatia, chief commer-
cial and marketing officer, Star
Air. YOGESH NAIK
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Air India, Airbus set up pilot
training facility in Haryana

e Dehi; Adr India and Adrbus
have established a pire venture
traning kealty in Hanara iotrain
pilots for AT20and A3 50 Gmily
aircralt, with a planmed jmest-
mient of over B 1,000 crore for
simulaors, The traming centme af
the Air India Aviation Training
Acadermy will train mare than
5,000 e pabot s over the nesct
decade, the airline said,

The joint venture lacility,
sprend over 12000s0quare metres,

will have 10 full-Bight simudators,
along with advanced daseooms
and briefng rooms. 1t was inau-
gurabed by Cwil Awiaton Mineger
K Ramunctan Maido on Tuesd sy
Currenthy, it hastwo Rull-flight
simulatars for A320 family air
ot The remaming soc A3 M sim-
tkatoes and two AZS0 smukiioe
will be installed progressively,
Mabelii ira podt on X said the sm
ukitors will be installed with an
irvestmmen ol mone than R 1000

o "Had the honourofinasu-
rab ing the Air India-Airbus Pulot
Trining Centre at Air India's
Avamen Truning Acadermy akbng-
saclie Adrbuws Board Chaimman, Rene
Qbsermann and A India CED,
Campbell Wikson, “Through this
joint ven ture, 10 cutting -edge
samulaors mclling India' s first
A350 smulators, wall beinstalled
‘with a planed nveg rmen Lof ouer
{Rs) LOODore,” the minster said
inaposton i Fm
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Boeing starts working on 737 MAX replacement

ustingg s el vidagg e
B singde-aishe airplane thas
wonhl aitceeeil thie 77

AN, accunding o peophe
lamilinr with the matier, a
btz -beernne e o never Disd-
s fiost b rrvnl Al wiaduring
s i il safeny and qualicy
prohdems

Eardier thisvear, Chief Exoc
udive= Kislhy Ot bseeng men withy
ullicials Iroom Bldis-Rovee
Firbelan gpein thae 1 b ol
et sail, whens ey dis-
cussd a new erzine foethe aie
crill. Oribeng apgoinded s new
senlor
product
chiesf in
Bowing's
coommerrid plame business,
whmsis presor rulie s tevedope
Iyt amany Dyt of adrerafl.

Bovitg liis alss lLieen
ihersgrenibings Lhe it deck ol 3
new narrow-body miscraft
acoorting toa person faemiliar
with the plarns.

Thi e abreraftds o e
s elevelnproen) amid plans
are sbill taki g shapee, some of
Vhee gt il saniel

Eeeming's plams. pepiresent a
shift for the company, which
bl put some new alreraft
devedopanentwork onthe back
buarmver whillie fiaviganed mul
tiplechnllemyrs. Thevareakoa
sign Ll the oompaany s bed
tingg that a ouiting-edge plane

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

sl ool power s Lrusisess
S tlee moxt e discadles

Oirtlserg hasn't publicly
detabed any plans for a 737
scrrssor, He has omsisently
waad thit fixing Boesng's long
i ety aond inanui
g peo s arsd sliorlng
upr ils balance sheet, are lis
prinsrities.

Avarecont investor oo for
enoe, Orherg sabd the com
pany is lnoking to finish up
varlous projeces, which “will
bt Frvse e el sl ikl for
wrse fu fisicris doen wehuat s wend.™

Vioring sid inoa siatement
Ukl if rermnkns fovused on ils
recovery plan, ineluding deliv-
ering on a backlogof roughly
LK) ey
mvitroial air
planes and
certifying
alreadv-imnauneed  aircralt
miwifeks

U b eevabhuaes e o
e, it dicdy Lo B odagies,
arufisapeonsouribginicisd pus-
Formance, s that we will he
ready when the dme i right to
i vl weitha reew peod
uct,” theommypany acddod

lineing's aircrall-levelogs
mmiemi] pervgeranms e s ruggched
inneent years, The 757 MAX
emibren] crunemerveal service in
My 2017, Twoteadly crashes
mvadiing the jets resideed (na
oo had ooy of e et in
200 and delnved oo new var
anis. The company ater
drapipeed plans b bnailel a nes
mirdsize pircmdt thot ir had

Two deadly crashas imoking Bosing's 737 MAX jots rasuted in 2 globsl grounding af tha fleet in
I3 and delapod bwo oW vananis

besen rampeting. [0 is years
D] it 61 e uigigzrsache Lo
77T

T crasdies ] otk rsality
problems dented oustome s’
confidence, sparmad turnaover
I Barring’s sembor manage
ment anid |Jr|-n'|pIH| ramila
owy eracko myms

s Howsimy saruggglestd, rival
Airbrus dicdn’t sil sl The
Eurupean airerll oasbse-
rer has grown o he the
el s bagnoest plane makor by
total dediveries and order
backlop

Diespae starting prowkuction
nmghly 20 yearsalber bs dval,
Airbwis dediveries of 20 mar

mw-brdyiets bune cocgghil ugs
Bopng' soeliveries ol s 750

Airkvims midns are brioging
It briBives of dollass 1o bvvist n
165 o VRS- Eeneration ar
rove-hody', an asrerafi that it
wiines ta delives to cusfamers
imthe late 2080s

Bneing's previous chicl
Mive Callwom, ooaesddered
reviving e o T [or s mid
sivw phrerall fo gradeally
repilace the 737 familyand dis
ctesseed Lhe bdea with custom
ers, Those wrand plans toak 3
back seut o more pressing
protderms nllowing a mizlair
door-plug  blowoat  tha
expesea] persisient mansie

turking problems and bed to
Calbwoun’s degririine in 2024,
Bty Juis hisdoricalby sijg-
taled develupmment plans
vears in advames toentloe alr
fine cistomers, lock in com
mitmants froan suppliers anid
o g interest from imves
s
Ot Loz, o b et Fame g
Tow el owerra yomr, b hael an
e i Phserdangg s et bigg play,
Building sn all-new air
crafl, known asa clean- shewt
deshon, can take over 8 dec
ket arvl cost tens of bdllions of
dollars. Manufactrners tvpi
ki for i least a L%

|J||'| #
Jumpin fuel efficiency when

dechiding whethaer to embark
ot a majer plane program.
That could eoma From mew
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Shashi Tharoor flags concerns over Al
Express plans to curtail Kerala flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVIGE
B New Dhalhl

Lok Sabha member and
senbor Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Monday
expressed deep concerns
over Air India Express’
planned curtailment of flights
connecting varous cities in
Kerala, saying that Air India
“misst stop treating Kerala as
an afterthought™.

AlrIndia Express is the low
cost arm of Tatas-owned Alr
India Group.

“1 have written to
{@airindia MD Campbell
Wilson to express my deep
concermn over reports of large-
scale cancellations of
{alrindiaexpress services
from Kerala's airponts in the
forthcoming winter sched-
ule. According to widely-cir-
culated media accounts, a sig-

nificant number of Rights are
being withdrawn from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Kozhikode and Kammur
berween late Dctober and
March,” Tharoor said In a
post on X.

Tharoor, who mepresents
Thiruvananthapuram con-
sttuency, said Kerala is one
of the busiest aviation hubs
in the country, with excep-

tonally high international
passenger traffic, particular-
ly to the Gull region.

Any curtailment of services
at this stage will inevitably
cause severe hardship to
migrant workers, students,
tourists and families, while
also hampering trade and
tourism, he said, asserting
that Air India muse stop treat-
ing Kerala as an afterthought
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Shashi Tharoor flags concerns over Al
Express plans to curtail Kerala flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Lok Sabha member and
senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Monday
expressed deep concerns
over Air India Express’
planned curtailment of flights
connecting various cities in
Kerala, saying that Air India
“must stop treating Kerala as
an afterthought”.

Air India Express is the low
cost arm of Tatas-owned Air
India Group.

“l have written to
{@airindia MD Campbell
Wilson to express my deep
concern over reports of large-
scale cancellations of
@airindiaexpress services
from Kerala's airports in the
forthcoming winter sched-
ule. According to widely-cir-
culated media accounts, a sig-

nificant number of flights are
being withdrawn from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Kozhikode and Kannur
between late October and
March,” Tharoor said in a
post on X.

Tharoor, who represents
Thiruvananthapuram con-
stituency, said Kerala is one
of the busiest aviation hubs
in the country, with excep-
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tionally high international
passenger traffic, particular-
ly to the Gulf region.

Any curtailment of services
at this stage will inevitably
cause severe hardship to
migrant workers, students,
tourists and families, while
also hampering trade and
tourism, he said, asserting
that Air India must stop treat-
ing Kerala as an afterthought.
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India re-elected to ICAO council
with highest-ever mandate: Min

Times News NETwWoORK

New Delhi: India has been re-elected
to the council of International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ) with a
“stronger mandate”. The election
took place on Sept 27 during the 42nd
ICAO assembly session at Montreal
and India secured more votes as com-
pared to the 2022 elections.
Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said:
“Proud to share India has been
re-elected to ICAO council with
its highest-ever mandate for the
2025-28 term. Global support for
India’s membership reflects our
rising stature under PM Narendra
Modi's leadership and the growing
confidence in India’s commitment to
aviation safety, security an sustaina-
bility.. During my visit to ICAO gen-
eral assembly in Montreal, I (saw)
strong interest from global stakehold-
ers in our aviation sector, especially
in aircraft component manufactur-
ing, MRO and skill development.”
Naidu had on Sept 2 hosted a re-
ception for ambassadors and high
commissioners in New Delhi ahead

of the ICAO assembly session, where
he had sought the support of member
states for India’s candidature for re-
election for the 2025-2028 term.,

For the 2025-2028 term, India has
reaffirmed its commitment to:
Strengthening international avia-
tion safety, security and sustainabili-
ty; promoting equitable growth in air
connectivity; advancing technology

17 and innovation and support-
ing ICAO’s ‘No Country Left
Behind initiative’, a govt state-
ment said Tuesday.

India’s foreign ministry
had also reaffirmed the coun-
try's strong commitment to
ICAO objectives through continuous
engagement with other member
states. “The external affairs minis-
try’s diplomatic outreach strength-
ened India's campaign for the ICAO
council elections. The representative
of India at ICAO headquarters also
actively canvassed supportforIndia’s
re-election,” the govt statement said.

During his Montreal visit, Rammo-
han Naidu held bilateral meetings
with other member states and engaged
with aviation industry stakeholders.
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Mumbai-Delhi flight
receives bomb threat

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Mumbai-Delhi
IndiGo flight received a bomb
threat on Tuesday morning.
An emergency was declared
at the Delhi airport, and the
flight landed safely.

All the passengers and
crew disembarked safely after
Flight 6E 762, carrying approx-
imately 200 passengers, landed
attheairportat7:53am.

An IndiGo spokesperson
said, “A security threat was no-
ticed onboard IndiGo flight 6E
762 operating from Mumbai to
Delhi on Sept 30, 2025. Follo-
wing the established protocol,
we informed the relevant aut-
horities immediately and fully
cooperated withthemin carry-

ing out the necessary security
checks before the aircraft was
cleared for operations. We ha-
ve made all efforts to minimise
inconvenience to our custo-
mers, including offering them
refreshments and sharing re-
gularupdates.”

The spokesperson added
that, as always, the safety and
security of our customers,
crew, and aircraft are our top-
most priorities.

In Oct last year, a bomb thre-
at was received concerning a
Bengaluru-bound flight carry-
ing 184 passengers, which for-
ced it to return to Delhi. Police
stated that in Oct 2024, seven in-
cidents involving bomb threats
were handled by IGI police. The
threats were found to be hoaxes.

L DCTOBER. 2025
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Flight aborts
take-off due to
mist in cabin

Kangkan.Kalita
@timesofindia.com

Guwahati: A Hyderabad-
bound IndiGo flight aborted
take-off and was grounded
at the LGBI Airport in Gu-
wahati on Monday after
thick mist filled the aircraft
cahin.

“Theaircraftdid not take
off and returned to the bay
because of a technical issue.
It was grounded, and anot-
her plane was arranged,
with boarding starting
shortly after,” an IndiGo
spokesperson said.

Passengers were alar-
med tosee thick mist coming
from above the windows. So-
mefilmed the mist inside the
plane, which reduced visibi-
lity. Elderly passengers felt
suffocated, mistaking the
mist for smoke, and some ex-
perienced coughing as the
cabin filled with mist, sour-
ces said.

Later, IndiGo spokesper-
son clarified it was not smo-
ke. *The mist was due to hu-
midconditions inthearea, It
was not smoke,” the spoke-

]

Passengers were alarmed
to see thick mist coming
fromabove the windows.
Some filmed the mist inside
the Hyd-bound plane,
which reduced visibility

sperson said. Meteorologi-
cal officials, however, said
the humidity in Guwahati
was around 80% on Monday,
which is not unusually high
for Sept. While IndiGo ar-
ranged the alternative flight
for passengers travelling to
Hyderabad, it also offered
other options like refunds.

The replacement flight,
numbered 6E565, an A20N
aircraft with about 180 seats,
finally left the Guwahati air-
port at 3.09pm. “Refresh-
ments were also provided to
all passengers,” the spoke-
sperson said.
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Flier caught
smoking on
int’l flight

Hvderabad: The Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA) police on Sun-
day took aman into custody
for allegedly smoking abo-
ard an international flight.

According to police, the
man, who was aboard an In-
digo flight from Dubai,
went to the restroom where
he smoked a cigarette du-
ring the journey, which is
prohibited.

“The man was able to
sneak in the cigarettes as,
according to the rules at Du-
bai airport, passengers are
allowed to carry a certain
amount of cigarettes in the-
ir cabin luggage,” RGIA po-
lice inspector S Kankaiah
said.

Officials said the man
was caught after the cabin
crew noticed smoke coming
from the toilet. Upon arri-
val at the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport
(RGIA), the crew handed
him over to police.

The police said they
started an inquiry against
the man, following which a
case would be registered
against him for allegedly
the committing the offence.
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