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Rs 1667 crore Srinagar airport expansion project to be completed by 2031

Mukeet Akmali
Srinagar, Aug 30

The proposed expansion of
Srinagar International Air-
port Civil Enclave, involy-
ing an estimated invest-
ment of Rs 1667 crore, is
expected to substantially
increase the passenger-
handling capacity of the
Valley's main airport,
while a separate proposal
to examine the feasibility
of an airport or an alter-
native aviation facility in
Katra has also been put
forward.

The details were submit-
ted by the Government of
Jammuand Kashmir tothe
Ministry of Home Affairs
{MHA) and placed before
the concerned panel for
consideration.

New terminal planned to
@ handle1crore passengers
annually

®) Katra airport feasibility
study recommended

Capacity planned at 2900
@ passengers during peak
hours

Project currently under
tendering, with a 48-month
implementation period

Expansion aims to ease
congestion and boost
tourism and regional
connectivity

Katra proposal not yet
approved; technical,
economic and
environmental viability
must first be assessed

According to sources
and officials familiar with
the matter, the information
forms part of the assess-
ment of civil aviation infra-
structure and future con-
nectivity requirements in
Jammu and Kashmir,

As per the details sub-
mitted by the J&K admin-
istration, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) approved
the proposal for develop-
ment of the Civil Enclave
at Srinagar on February 24,
2026, at an estimated cost of
Rs 1667 crore.,

The project envisages
construction of a new Inte-
grated Terminal Building
with atotal built-up areaof
71,500 square metres,

The terminal has been
planned to handle 2900 pas-

sengers during peak hours
and an annual passenger
capacity of one crore pas-
Sengers per annum.

The project has an esti-
mated implementation
period of 48 months and is
presently under the tender-
ing process.

It is expected to be com-
pleted by 2031, according to
the mformation furnished
by the administration.

The proposed expansion
is significant for Srinagar
as passenger traffic at the
airport has increased con-
siderably over the years,
particularly during the
peak tourist season. Offi-
cials said the expanded
terminal is intended to
provide additional capac-
ity and modern passenger
¥ See Rs 1667 crore..onPg-08

Rs 1667 crore...

facilities to meet the expected growth in air traffic.

The larger terminal is also expected to improve pas-
senger movement, reduce congestion and strengthen
Srinagar’s position as the principal aviation gateway
to Kashmir.

The development is particularly important for the
tourism sector, given the dependence of Kashmir’s tour-
ism industry on reliable air connectivity.

Improved airport infrastructure can also facilitate
the movement of business travellers and support sec-
tors linked to tourism, hospitality, transport, trade, and
horticulture.

Officials said the project is expected to strengthen
regional connectivity and contribute to the broader
socio-economic development of Jammu and Kashmir.

The modernisation of aviation infrastructure isalso
expected to improve passenger convenience and provide
greater capacity to deal with future increases in tourist
and local passenger traffic.

The administration has also emphasised that the
project should be completed on time while maintaining
quality, aviation safety, and sustainability.

KATRA AIRPORTPROPOSAL

Alongside the Srinagar expansion, the issue of devel-
oping anairportor suitable aviation facility in the Katra
region has also gained attention.

According to the information submitted by the J&K
government, the feasibility of establishing sucha facility
needs to be examined in view of the steadily increasing
number of yatris travelling to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine as well as the growing tourist inflow into the
Jammu region.

Katra is the principal base for pilgrims travelling to
the Mata Vaishno Devi shrine and has developed into
one of the most important vatra and tourism centres in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sources said the proposed feasibility exercise would
have to determine whether an airport at Katra would be
technically, economically and environmentally viable.
The assessment would also have to take into account ter-
rain, availability of land, aviation safety requirements,
environmental impact, passenger projections and con-
nectivity with the existing road and railway network.

The proposal does not mean that construction of a
Katra airport has already been approved.

Rather, a comprehensive techno-economic and envi-
ronmental feasibility study has been recommended as
the first step before any decision on construction can
be taken.

Officials said an aviation facility closer to Katra could
potentially reduce travel time for pilgrims and tourists,
improve accessibility to the Jammu region and ease
pressure on existing surface transportation networks:

It could also provide a direct boost to pilgrimage
tourism and generate economic activity in-areas sur-
rounding Katra by improving connectivity for visitors,
businesses and service providers.
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Mahindra Aerostructures’ Bengaluru unit to
make fuselage skins for Airbus A320 aircraft

—
Our Bureau

Mew Deh

Glokal sernspace major Adr-
hiss has gwarded a contracy
for the mardicmune of A320
gireraft  fusclage sking o
Muhindmm  Aetostructures
.-'I.n'cscd.rrg* Eor Adrbus, this col
bsboration 18 a significans
boost 1o the “Make in 1ndia®
commitment

The colbboration, the
geroipacy major sald, Dur-
thir solldifies India's role n
high prtmlm ENEINECTing.
il mimn |.|:l||n|!r|fl|:
!'lz'f;lntgln jikobal serospace
manufacturing.

Under the contract,
Mohindrn  Aetostructuzes
will manufacture and supply
l'ul-:lup: skins for Sections
18 and 19, the rear fusel
and tail sections of the Aur
bus A3 Xneo Family from its
l'|1|.'i1i|.'!.I in F!rng:lum o Alr-
bus Aerostructures’ manu
facruring faclicy in Augs-
burg, Germary,

The scope incliudes the
marufacture of eight fuscl-
age siins for Section 18 and
three fuselape skins for Sec
tion 19 of the abreralft,

“This comtracy from Alr
bus  Acrostruchares o
Mahindra for the mamufoc
tuie of the .vl."lZ‘DIjrnllff!unuL
age skins {8 & nestament w
the world-class precision
manufacturing  copabilitics
present in the country.” sald
Tirgen Westermeier, Presid
ent and Munmgng [Hrector,
Adrbus tndsa nnd South Asia.

EIVOTAL ROLE®
"By m.mu!al:turh?‘
COMmpOnCcols ar CHAr

A% Family aireraft dir-

ectly out of Benpalur,
Mahindra ks playing a prvotal
mile in deepening India's
aerospace foorpring and fur-
ther driving the wvision of
Make in India® on the global
stage,” b sald.

Under the mualti-year in-
dustrialisation  rosdmap,
Mahindrn  Aercsfrocteres
will expand s specialised
manufacmaring  capabilivics
through sdvanced chemical
milli.n';, surfsce treatméent
mi:-‘lml.;h—fmmnmpmduc-
ton bpes

CHRITICAL TECHMOLIMGY
The par‘l'rwruhip..i.irhut s,
will enable erithcal techno-
logy development in India by
imtroducing stretch-forming
capabilities, which = a erit-
el process for the manufac
turing of skin panels, making
upa very large partion of the
aerostrictne of an aircraft,
Besid=x, the [rngmmme':
Inltial manufacrering engin-
cering  activithes, including
wooling design, proccss Bow

updsines, qual fication and in
spection, are underway with
the final delivery targeted for
202N,

Farthermore, the new
contract builds on the row
ing relationship  between
Mahindra  Acrostructurcs
anid Airbus.

In the recent past,
Makindra  Agrostructures
has been awarded contracts
. manufacture and  as-
semble the mui'niumluguﬂ of
the Akrbus H125 and H130
helicopters, in additien 1w
supplying components and

siibh-pesemblies for  Airbus

commercial  alreraft  pro
Erammes,
Nowbly, cvery  Alrbus

commercial aircrft containe
components and techmolo-
pes made in India. Adrbus
currently sources compinn-
ents and services worth over
S1.6billiom anmeadly from In-
dia, |nr|u||ing mm[ﬂﬂ e
structures  and  assemblies
such a5 abreraft doors and
helscopter cabine
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Spicelet seeks time to pay
¥50 crin Kal Airways row

Mew Delhi: Spice et and its
promoter Ajay Singh urged the
Delhi High Court to grant more
time to deposit 50 crore with
the court registry in
cannection with a legal dispute
with media baran Kalanithi
taran and Kal Airways. Justice
Subramonium Prasad, before
wham the appllmtlnn came up
for hearing, listed it for
Sseptember 21, the date when
the main matter is already
fimed. Spicelet’s counsel
submitted that the airline
received the first cranche of
emergency credit support
from the Central gavernment
in June, and the funds were
used for its cperations. m
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Air India Express calls FY26 weak performance ‘one off’

—
Anoesh Phadnls
Wbl

Alr India llxl:m.'sn gaid itm
weak financial performance
in FY 26 was “one alf™ and it
iz hopeful of better results in
future on the back of cost op-
timisation and revenue en-
hincement measures.

The airline’s net loss rose
15 per cent ona year-on-year
basis to T6,748 crore in FY26
eroding its net worth.

While revenoe grew 20 per
cent to T19,391 crore, net
result worsened because of

'|'1:|r::.igz1. l.'xl.'hungc loga of
2370 crore.

In 1ts anoual report, the
airline’s board artribared the
adverse petformance to maul-
tiple externmal and opera-
tional factors including geo
poelitical  disruptions  and
forex volatility.

FUNDMNG AVAILARILITY
“The mamgement hos
drawn up adetailed plan with
sensitivity amabysis including
fleet expansion, cash flow
projections, funding availab-
ity and has initinted various
remedial measures such s

cost ratsonalisation, network
optimisation amnd revenue
cnhancement  initistives,”
the airline said.

It sdded the plan con-
siders  continued financial
ALpOr from lenders and
shareholders, including re-
newil of existing facilities
and access to  additional
funding.

EXTRA FUNDS

Ar Indin is sobe sharcholder

in Afr Indla Express and in-

fused 2,000 crore in the air-

lime win rights issue last June.
Fresh funding from Alr In-

- T—

i [ o e :

dia would depend upon the
carrier’s ability to secure ex-

tra funds from TS -
Tata Sons o Singapore
Alrtimes,

While a Singaporean low
maker has mised concermns,

Temasek, principal share-

Tolder i S'ing'."lp-vn; Abrlties,
has supported the airdine’s
long-term strakegy.

I its aniwial report Adr In-
dia Express said it underook
initiatives  to  strengthen
braid, enhance customer @x
perience and accelerate di-
gital transformation.

Total passengers fown
grew 27 per cent to 26 mil-
lion and number of desting-
thons increased by 9 to 63,

EXPANDING NETWORK

“Air India Express delivered
consistent quarter-on-
quarter improvement

through FY26, with peveriue
performance  strengrhening
progressively  as  network,
u:ln'l.nwrhﬂi :m:d ||pt:m[:||'|nu.|
initiatives gained traction.
Total revenue increased 19
per cent v-o-v, Whtle i rev
enue improved by 65 per
cent for the vear. Supported
by network strengtheni

faster rrdr:l:wrrnff u]dt%
peneration alreraft, cost con-
trol measures and the real-
isation of merger synergies,
unit cost {excluding forex
and interest costs) redoced
by 4 per cent during the
veir,” 1 spokesperson sabd,
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IndiGo maintains routes despite aircraft constraints

—
Rohit Vaid

Hew Defhi

IndiGo has said aireraft con-
atralnts have not resulted in
thie deferral of any routes or
frequencies, even as the air-
line has made adjustments to
its internarional network
umid a chalkenging operating
environment,

Speaking to businessine,
Abhifit DasGupta, Senbor
Vice Presidemt - Network
Planmning and Revenue Man-
sgement, IndiGo, said the
alrtine has adjusved its net
work plans to ensure the
pace of expansion matches
areraft availabilivy.

“Barring seasonal adjust-
ments made o the achedule,
which have no correlation to
aireraft constraints, there
are 1o rowtes or frequencies
deferred due vo such reasons.
Instead, network plans have
been adjusted 1o ensure that

expansion  cadence
matches abreraft ovailabil-
ity," DasGupta told business-
line. The comments come

even as IndiGo has tempor

anly suspended services to
sk international  desting-
tions and announced the dis-
continuation of its
Manchester operations from
Aupust 31

NEW ROUTES

Besides, the airfine has at-
tributed these adjustments
o softer demand, a challen-
ging cost environment and
international AiTEpOCcE
constrainis,

In Juby, IndiGo also an-
nounced that it would dis-
comtinue its wide-body oper
ations from October 25 and
conclude its damp-lease ar-
rangement with Norse A1
lantic Airways by October 31,

The alrline had said alr-
space constraints, clevared
fuiel costs and currency pres-
sures had affected roure eff-
ciency, schedule integrity,
comnectivity  and  overall
competitiveness.

DasGupta said that as
more aircraft join the fAeet,
IndiGeo would pursue both
new routes and higher fre-

The airline has
adjusted irs
network plans to
ensure the pace of
expansion matches
aircraft availability

guencies  depending  on
where customer demand and
network  opportunities are
SErongest.

“Our strategy is 10 pursue
both, depending on where
customer demand and net-
work  opportunities  are
strongest,” hie said.

4 v growth will be
0 particularly  important
lever tn markets where de-
mand s already well estab-
lished,” DasGupta said.

According to DasGupta,
addiriomal departures
throughout the day can make
the network more attractive
for business travellers, im-
prove samie-day return pos-
sibilities and strempthen con-
nections koo IndiGo's
international services.

“In many cases, adding
frequency can create more
vitlue for customers than
| adding a new destina-
oy he e,

Forther, DasGupra sakd
IndiGo sees DFPIDI'[IJH!IEIL'! to
strenpthen  links  between
emerging commercial
centres, tourism hubs and
underserved markets as eoo-
nomic  activity  becomes
maore dispersed and airport
infrastructure improves,

Some of the opportunities
over the coming vears could
come from connecting cities
that previously did nor heve
sufficient demand but are
now benefiting from rising
IBCOMmEes, SIAONZEr Coonomic
opportunities and increasing
meobility, he said.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY
Notably, DasCGupta sald Indi-
Go's domestic network cur-
rently connects more than
95 destinations through over
500 routes, while interna-
tional expansion remalns 4
key strategic priority.

On capacity scgregation,

IndiGo is working towards
increasing international ca-
pacity 1o around 40 per cent
of its overall capacity by
FY30, with Airbus A321XLR
atreraft and Alrbus A350 akr-
craft ted to nd the
mng:mrhcuiﬁlurlmc
can serve directly.

DasCupta said the do-
miestic network will remain
at the beart of IndiGo's
growth strategy even as in-
termational expansion gath-
€F8 pace,

FLEET EXPANSION
The alrline’s domestic and
internarional nerworks in-
creasingly benefit from feed-
ing into each other, making
domestic connectivity more
valuable ag its internaricnal
footprint e ds, he said.
Meamwhile, Aloke Singh,
Chiel Strategy Officer, In-
diCio, has said the :1r.r1|.nt is
tirgeting a Aeet of more than
550 aircraft and cloge o
3,000 daily departures by
FY20, while aiming to serve
approximately 200 milbon
passengers annually.
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Air India faces turbulence on
UK route after AI171 crash

DEEPAK PATEL
Mews Delhi, 31 Auguest

Alr India has strugpled to fill its
planes on the India-UK route
since the crash of flight Al
last vear, with passenpertraffic
falling significantly faster than
geal capacity in  several
months, according to data
from aviation analytics com-
pany Cirlum reviewed by
Business Standard.

The airline’s Boeing 787 op-
erating flight Ali71 crashed
shortly after takeoff from
Ahmedabad on June 12, 2025,
while flying to London's Gat-
wick Airport. The accident
killed 260 people. Including
241 people on board and 19
people on the ground. The
Alreraft Accident Investioa-
tion Bureau {(AAIB) Is vet to
Issue its final probe report Into
the crash.

In June 2025 Alr India's
scheduled seat capacity on the

India-UK route was 28,6 per
cent higher year-on-vear (Y-o-
¥}, while passenger traffic rose
14.8 per cent Y-o-Y. In July, ca-
pacity grew 13.3 per cent Y-o-Y,
while passenger traffic in-
creased just 2.2 per cent Y-o-Y,
according to Cirlum's data.

Air India's seat capacity
started falling from August
onwards for three months,
but passenger traffic de-
clined faster during each of
those months.

According to Clrium, Air
India’s scheduled seat capac-
ity declined 3.9 per cent ¥-o-Y
in Angust, while passenger
traffic fell 12 per cent. In Sep-
tember, capacity declined 3.5
per cent Y-o-Y, but passenger
raffic plunged 19.2 per cent.
In October, capacity was al-
most unchanged, rising just
0.4 per cent over the year-ago
period, while passenger traffic
fell 4.3 per cent.
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Hitting an air pocket

For Air India, passenger traffic on the India-UK route
fell faster than capacity in most months since June 2025;
for other airlines, passenger traffic grew faster than
seat capacity
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Air India Faces turbulence
on Uk route after All71crash

The contrast with other
alrines operingonthe India
UKt lssirking Their pas-
senger tuific generally gew
fasteriban seat capacity mihe
mianih follewtng the crash.
In Juby 2a2%, for knsiance,
aifimss ccherhanidrindis —
Incliding Entish Abrways and
Virgin Atlantc — inoreased

their sem cxpacity by st
6 ey cenn Y-o-Y, while pas-
senger b grew 10 per cem
Y-, I Alsgest, copacity rose
3.3 per cemt, while passenger
i jumped 145 percent.
In October, Movember an
Deocmber last year, midines
otherthmn ddr indi sew pas
senger maffic on IndlaiE

IDUEEs e IO percent ¥-o-,
1.9 percem, and 1L g percent.
respectively. Theirsea capac-
iy o those three morsfs
incressed by jusi 1) per cers -
oY, 3 ce=rm amd T T
nﬂ'um-hrr these J.Lll.l.n.r.'l.PE
demand prew fesier tham
capacity on thelr Incla-UIK
lights, reashring inbigherseat

¥

Howsyver, the decline in Alr
I End e DU traffic shoolad
e vieweid azaiesi 8 dithoult
opeTating environment. Fol
levering nci's milnary sirikes
Lrmicte Prlristan during Oper-
ation Sindiaor in May 2028,
Pakizzen shum fis sirspace o
Infisn curriess. The fam
remains in place, inrdng Adr
Trudis i tale longer rowies. oo
s Indin-UK services, odding
o the alriine's opeTaniog s
and fiying dme.

Theairine's problemswere
aggrmvaied firt herin b Feb-
nzary this year, when mdltmry
mmrikes by leraed and the US on
Tmn led 1o the dosure of sig-
nificani pomans ol Wes Asan
alrupace. Adr Indie which was
alreacty taking looger romnes
bermne of the Pakismn ale
space closure, was foroed o
ke even longer moutings on
afferied services.

Thils ubimmiely forced e
airlime 0 cunasll capacity
oo the Inafla-1K rosie. But
passenger mambers el faier
than capacity. suggesting that
ghe asidine wus oot mevely
carying [ewer pasengers
berarsme |f was operaing
dewersears.

In Febmuary 238 Adr
Incfix’s, geriaticonthe
Inetla-LTK roube Fell 0. per cemt:
¥-o-¥, oEanst o L& per cent
Yo decline |n cypacity
Mach wes relachvely bester,
wiih passergzer trffic down i
e ce and cipacity dowm
3007 perCemm.

The deieriomiion hecame
muchsharpes i Apeiland My

thizyenr. Pessengeriraific Yo
¥iell s per cent inpell and
245 per oo in Map while
capacity declined tb per cent
a1 3 e oo, pEspectiveh

Whenas ke aboo the
dpinpessengerimatic, which
was famer than the decine in
ST capaciy in mos momhs
after the Alif crash, am Adr
Inifin spokesperson sl “Adr
Inufin moemimees o see smonr
O CURDNITET FEpOrse o s
UK services as the airline's
EnSINmAtion  pEmEmnEme
dedivers. tangihle  Eprove-
NSRS CIIT e EYpeTience.
This progees s besn
achierved despite a challenging
operating Emirament
marked by prenbonger] Paldsian
airspace resiviyions, evolhing
competithve dynunics, and
penidic  gpeopolitical  dis
mupmions  atfecting  intern
sl ervistion markes”

“Over the past seveml
years, Alr India hos mvested
significantly in upgrading is
Bt innmducing new cahins
and  msais,  enhancing
coboand dining, expanding
ifigital capabilithes, and mod
eMislEg CcusiDmer service
symems. Thess [Tvestmenis
are imnshting inco soonger
CUSIMIMET SENHMENL ACISS
AT Inds's UK opemmiions, Nei
Fromoter Score (NPS) s
mproesed froen 46 . Fy241n
+1 |m F¥ah and further io +13
in FY3 wyeardo-deie O
London  mouies, NP5 Bas
e by 66 polms, from
A3 InFY24in =1 In FYay year
to-date, reflecting  the
posithve mmpact of the air-
line's producy, service, and
itigital enhancements” the
spokesperson added.

“Adr Imdia remmaing focumed
m delivering 3 oonsisenly
befzer spedence for cus
e and further
srergrhening | posizion o
the UK markst” the spokes-
[PReT ETeRsed.
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SpiceJet seeks more
time to meet X 144.5cr
payment obligation

Debt-laden budget carrler Spicelet has
sought additional time from the Delhi High
Court to make the first instalment of a $144.5
crore payment due o KAL Airways and
Kalanithi Maran, citing delays in receiving
government-backed financial support
Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgl, appearing
forthe alrline, told a Bench headed by Justice
Subramanian Prasad that Spicelet had
received the frst tranche of emergency
credit support from the government in June.
The funds, he said, had been deploved
towards the airline’s operational
requirements. OUR BUREAL
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DGCA: We warned

over Tecnam safety

LUCKNOW, AUG 30

Aviation regulator DGCA had
Nagged safety issues concern-
ing Tecnam aircraft over a
month before a Tecnam
P2006T training aircraft
crashed in Kanpur on August
27, killing a trainee pilot and
an instructor,

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had
also issued safety recommen-
dations to flving training
organisations (FTOs) con-
cerning the Tecnam alrceraft
and asked them to implement
them with immediate effect.

According to official com-
munications accessed and
reviewed by PTI, the DGCA
had at least twice since 2025
Nageed concerns over Tecnam
planes, primarily used in
India for flying training, with
FTOs.

The latest communication,
dated July 10, 2026, circulated

safety recommendations
issued by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation

Bureau (AAIB) following the
May 12, 2022 crash of a twin.
engine Tecnam P2006T, oper-
ated by FSTC Flying School
Pvt Ltd, at Bhiwani in
Haryana.In the email, the reg-
ulator advised FT'Os to “avoid
parking Tecnam aircraft on
apron/tarmac for prolonged
periods during the summer
season prior to commencing
training Mights”. It also said,
“Greater emphasis should be

placed on training for han-
dling emergency situations,
particularly during critical
phases of flight on Tecnam
aircraft."The DGCA further

directed that “checklists
should be revised to explicitly
incorporate all Original
Equipment Manufacturers
(OEM)recommended actions
for handling emergency situa-
tions™. The communication
was based on the final investi-
gation report of the 2022
Bhiwani accident, which was
available on the AAIB website,
the email said. An earlier
DGCA communication had
sought feedback from FTOs on
the operational performance
of Tecnam aireratt, a civil avi-
ation source told PTLA
reminder was sent on August
4, 2025, with the subject:
“Reminder regarding Fe-
edback checklist for ‘Ope
rational Assessment of (GA)
Aircraft's  Performance
Tecnam Aldreraft.”
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i SpiceJet Seeks More
Time to Deposit350cr

HEW DELHI Spicedetandits
w profotar Ajay Singhurped
the Dalhi HIgh Caurt e

grant mare time todepnsit
TE0crore with court registry inconne:-
tion witha legal dispute with media
biaron Kalanithi Marar and KalAlrways.
Justice subramoniurm Prasad, befiare
whomtheapplication came o for
hearing. listed it for Septembar 21, the
datzwhen the mainmatter is already
Tixed. Spicelel’s counsel submitted that
the girling recelvad first trarchzaf
EMEerpenCy credit SURRorT from me
Cantral governmsant in June and funds
wereused Tor itsoperatians. PTI
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LUCKNOW

DGCA flagged
Tecnam
safety issues

Aviation regulator DGCA
had flagged safety issues
regarding Tecnam aircraft
weeks before a Tecnam
P2006T crashed in Kanpur
on August 27, killing a trai-
nee and an instructor. On
July 10, the DGCA urged
flying schools to alter
parking routines and
update emergency train-
ing based on a 2022
Haryana crash report. The
latest investigation will
examine the aircraft's air-
worthiness following pilot
concerns.
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AIRLINE PILOTS
BODY RAISES
TAILSTRIKES ON
A321s WITH AAIB

MNeha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@hilive com

NEW DELHIL: The Alrline Pilots®
Assoclation of India (ALPA
India) has urged the Alreraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
[AAIR) to issue formal safety
recommendations on taflstrike
protection, simulator training
and aircraft design, arguing that
recurring incidents involving
the Airbus A321 family point to
a "systemic and institutional™
problem rather than individual
pilot error.

“The pattern of recurrence
demonstrates that the root
cause of these events Is systemic
and institutional — not individ-
ual pilot failure,” ALPA India
said in a letter to the AAIB dated
August 3L

The pilots” body said the
recent Gorakhpur Incident
where an IndiGo flight had a
tailstrike event, was the seventh
confirmed tailstrike involving
an A32]-family aircraft on the
Indian civil register since 2020,
and the second such incident at
a tier-2 airport in 2026,

It said the aircraft was
grounded and the crew de-ros-
tered pending an investigation.

People aware of the matter,
however, said the aircraft had
subsequently requrned to opera-
tions after operating a ferry
flight from Gorakhpur to Delhi
last week. ALPA India has asked
the AAIB to issue safety recom-
mendations to the civil aviation
ministry and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) covering ASZINEO-spe-
cific simulator training and tail-
strike protectlon.

It sought a recommendation
directing the DGCA to audit the
adequacy of ASZINEO simulator
fraining at all approved training
organisations and set a six-
month compliance timeline for
procuring, or securing con-
tracted access to, qualified full-
flight simulators. ALPA India
said that "no Approved Training
Organisation (ATQ) in India has
publicly confirmed avallability
of an AZ2INED Full Flight Simu-
lator (Level D) with validated
NEO-specific Flare Law fidelity.
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Bomb threat forces diversion
of Air India Express flicht

An Air India Express flight from Saudi Arabia’s
Dammam to New Delhi was diverted to
Ahmedabad after a crew member discovered a
tissue paper carrying a warning message of a
“homb" aboard the aircraft. After the aircraft
landed in Ahmedabad, security agencies checked it
and found nothing suspicious, said Assistant
Commissioner of Police (ACP), ‘G’ Division, V. N.
Yadav, according to PTI. The official said an
investigation has been launched. The flight had 32
passengers, who were accommodated at Terminal
2 of the Ahmedabad airport. Air India Express said
that the aircraft will be released for operations after
necessary security checks are completed.
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SpiceJet seeks more
time to pay Maran

tmhng padpagbvemies cam
WE# OELHI

ash-stmppeed skt
abrline Spicede Lid on
Mk soighd more

time Frewn the Delhi Higl
Cowirt toelepsii twe it 150
wiore bnstalment powards the
tHHE S erare it owes Kalanithi
Maran nnd KAL Adrways Py
Ll i i bz rurndngs ditspobe

Senbor advocuie Mokul
Hoshatgl, appearing for Spice
Jot, told a bench headed by
Jestioe Subramanian Prasad
that the airlioe had meoeived
the: fira tramche of emerency
ereshit sapgwart from e gov-
el i June il Dl vsed
e fanids for lts operations

Spieelel wis expocting a
sevomnid tranche of shout T340
erare, but tho ends hed pot
vt come in, Hohat sald.
had expected the money by
i and bad plammed touse it
Tar its paymeent ohligations

“1 sl expet my tranche
from the government of
Bindinn,™ Feolalyd said, seveking
sbelificos] ime bsdnmply witls
e paviment schedule.

Spicedet had on 13 June
undertaken o deposit 150
erorewithin 45deys with the
frst instalment dwe on 257
Ay, apl the memaining 565
erore within S0 doys,

The comert Hstodd the matier
Tear 20 Sepe ewrewrer bas sisirses Spd

Speceier oweas B144 5 crore 1o
Katanithi Maran, KAL Arways

cedel’s complianee widh the
paymenl schodue.

A guery send fo Spicede
'H“.'hLI:IL' il TER | M AT RS EHTEEE |
imansywered wntll press dme

The dispute dates back to
1005, when Maran and EAL
Mrways transferred  thelr
58,4 stake in Spleclet to
promoter Ajny Singh duringa
ervere Annnceal stress, Under
the transaction, Maran had
infses] about WS eroreinto
Spiefet thrasgh cnnvertilile
warramts and  preference
shares Maran bdvr alleged the
iy prianagermen haid Gibed 1o
isanse thesecuritics, leading ts
arhitrstion proceedings

e dispute subseguently
weent thaoanggh mmaliiple roomds
af Hekgatiom inthe Deelhi Higls
Conart aned the Supreme Cort

For an exteniled persion of

Tha sty gl Tveminoom



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHT 1 SEPTEMBER 2026

Saudi-Delhi flight sent to
Ahmedabad after crew
finds scribble with ‘bomb’

S LALITHA & Mew Defhi

AN Air India Express flight
from Dammam in Saudi Arabia
to New Delhi was diverted to
Ahmedabad airport on Monday
evening following a bomb threat
on board the aircraft. The plane
landed safely at Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Pate]l International Airport
and all passengers were evacu-
ated safely, sources said.

Flight IX 170 had 40 people on
board, including eight crew
members. The Airbus
Ad20 took off from King
Fahd International Air-
port at 10.28 am local
time and landed at
Ahmedabad airport at
437 pm. Passengers were
safely escorted to Terminal 2, a
source =aid. In an official state-
ment, Ahmedabad Police said
that around 3.40 pm, the Opera-
tions Conirol Centre was alert-
ed that an Air India Express
flight was being diverted to
Ahmedabad airport. *The First
Officer found a tissue paper in
the bathroom with the word
BOME in English and a picture
of the bag in which it was
present. The flight then landed

safelv at 4.27 pm, " the statement
said. There were 32 passengers,
four cockpit crew members and
four cabin crew members on
board, it added. Nothing suspi-
cious has been found yet
“Once the investigation is
complete, the flight will be sent
immediately and the process of
registering a crime is under-
way,” police said. The bomb de-
tection squad, sniffer dogs and
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) personnel
were pressed into action,
but no explosive mate-
rial was found.
An Air India Express
spokesperson confirmed
the incident. In a state-
ment, the airline said, “One
of our fighi= from Dammam to
Delhi was diverted to Ahmeda-
bad as a precaution and in keep-
ing with security protocols after
being notified of a specific bomb
threat. The government-ap-
pointed Bomb Threat Assess-
ment Committee (BTAC) was
alerted immediately, and all se-
curity procedures were prompt-
ly initiated. The flight landed
and all guesis disembarked
safely"”
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