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AAl senior
manager held for
siphoning off
Rs 232 crore: CBI

NEW DELHI, PTI: The CBI has
arrested a senior manager
of Airport Authority of India
for allegedly siphoning off
over Rs 232 crore of the pub-
lie sector company’s funds
into his personal account for
trading purposes, officials
said on Saturday.

AAl senior manager
{Finance & Accounts), Ra-
hul Vijay, orchestrated the
transfer through a complex
trail of fictitious accounting
entries in three years dur-
ing his posting at Dehradun
Airport

Vijay indulged in a sys-
tematic scheme of fraud
and embezzlement of AAI
funds by manipulation ofof-
ficial and electronic records,
aCBIspokespersonsaidina
statement.

“Duringtheinvestigarion,
it has emerged that in the
period 2019-20 to 2022-23,
the accused, while posted at
Dehradun Airport, manip-
ulated electronic records by
creating duplicate and fic-
titious assets and inflating
the values of certain assets,
including by adding zeros
to entries to evade routine
detection,” the spokesper-
son said.

In its preliminary analy-
sis of bank transacrions, the
agency found that the funds
so credited were thereaf-
ter transferred to “trading
accounts” by the accused,
thereby siphoning public
money.
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T.N. shortlists 2 sites
for proposed airport
in Ramanathapuram

TIDCO had identified 5 potential sites recently; among these, a site near

Uchipulli and another near Keelakarai have been selected, say sources

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he Tamil Nadu go-
T vernment has shor-
tlisted two sites for

developing an airport in
Ramanathapuram district,
four months after announ-
cement of the project. Re-
cently, the Tamil Nadu In-
dustrial Development
Corporation (TIDCO) had
identified five potential
sites, and now the State go-
vernment has narrowed it
down to two — one near
Uchipulli and the other
near Keelakarai, sources
said.

“Initially, we estimated
that about 700 acres of
land would be required for
the airport; now, based on
the sites shortlisted, it
looks like we may need
about 500-600 acres.
Though these two sites are
feasible, the State govern-
ment has asked TIDCO to
also look for a site closer to
Rameswaram. So, we are
looking to see if there is
any other suitable loca-
tion,” a source said.

Sources said that for the
Uchipulli site, the govern-
ment needed to get clea-
rance from the Navy.

In September last year,
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion had requested the Ta-
mil Nadu government to

A shot in the arm: In March this year, the State government
decided to construct the airport to boost tourism and economic
development in the southern region. REPRESENTATIVE PHOTO

explore sites and build the
Ramanathapuram airport
under the Regional Air
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
with a passenger terminal
building and other facili-
ties.

In March this year, the
State government decided
to construct the airport
with the objective of giving
a fillip to tourism and eco-
nomic development in the
southern region.

By the end of March,
TIDCO officials had visited
all sites for a preliminary
study.

The sites are finalised
based on proximity to oth-
er airports, availability of
an appropriate rectangu-
lar-shaped land with a
length of 3,500 m and
width of 500 m, topogra-
phy, ground accessibility,
wind pattern, grading and
soil characteristics. Also,
there should not be major

obstacles that would be ve-
ry difficult to remove. After
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) conducts a pre-
feasibility study, the State
government may zero in
on the site sometime next
year.

At present, while thou-
sands of pilgrims visit Ra-
meswaram by train and
bus, there is also a sizeable
number who fly to Madurai
airport and drive 150 km to
the temple town.

Since Ramanathapuram
district has quite a few
temples, the proposed
greenfield airport will also
serve neighbouring dis-
tricts such as Virudhuna-
gar, Sivagangai, and Pu-
dukkottai. This is the third
airport that the State go-
vernment has been plan-
ning in order to enhance
air connectivity, with the

other two airports being
Parandur and Hosur.
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CBI arrests senior AAI official
accused of T232 crore fraud

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a senior manager of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) for alleged
embezzlement of ¥232 crore, The agency
registered the case based on a complaint
received from the AAI against the official named
Rahul Vijay. It is alleged that while posted at the
Dehradun airport, he engaged in a systematic
scheme of fraud and embezzlement of AAI funds
by manipulation of official and electronic
records. On August 28, the CBI conducted
searches on the official and residential premises
of the accused in Jaipur. He was then placed
under arrest.



AIF?FLJF«;. ISAUT HOR! E“l‘ LH'- iHLﬂﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK JAGRAN DELHT 1 SERTEMBER 2025

Tioio] AR 73 & TR

e AEl: war d & W
B e s i i e
= B ¥ foau S
ofeni TorE @3 T #)
=0 [ =1 90 wiem
# T Rl W9 10 A
F 15 AT T T A
o | amzjt%n B
oEE A AEE § aEl
TE TF TR A B
F HAET B THUE T
whEET F A e
i |G W OEEE @O
R TR TS
fem T B waEEE W
vy foeA & 3T i
fafy =ifaa & =)

wew H T F wEe )
aW 4 F U e T

F OUEE W WAeE
m%mﬁm
o % fan w e wE
EH] w’i‘ﬂ alml I

wﬂrm’ﬁlqmé‘lq"ﬂ
= e Afdad 1.20
= § 2031 TEN 4/ A9
FE, 2036 § UL w=Z
3R 2040 § 7 T T



AaTaa=a
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 1 SEPTEMBER 2025

GMRA & Fpsons Fusa TR G e
m AL -
)

DIAL banks

on Cargo
Cityto
deliver 25%
revenue

bty st dibe Swewriari com
WEW DI

elfd Inaernatinmnal Alr
ot Lil {DHALS expeans
MR Airporis Luls

plammed Cango City ol Lefhi
airpart io dediver 25% of s
revenoe, sail tew people
ilirecibyaware of die mae

“This was & long-term
hel ] b Wity g capne
ity projecied o keep rismg.
L4 0 warmted @ e fice e md
strmiegic play in this spare”
aaie the Birst pierson

“Cargn Ciby i expecivl i
coniribute aroumd 25% of
AL s rrveniee, rarg bsgoing
tin palla s ek bigger mibe in
their everll busnes mix.”
skl the serond person

The project imvolves deed:
uping a1 cargn and |ogiics
b —spanming  srownd
A e with wandtsising,
ruck parfing, smd express
g laciliies — undera reve
mae sharemesde] witha ming
nasm mont iy puarmsiee
able 1 DAL During ihe
memidal vear coded S March
M5 DAL roponicd it ma
emur of 575087 crore as
mminst L5 0% B A oo in the
previous fnancial vear. s
inereme af 1%

GiMH Adrports bas a 78%
stalie im Delhd Intemmational
Adrport Lief (THALL with the
Alrparts Authority' of Indes
haslelimgr ihve resmmiming

“It will nen @n 8 revemE
sheme mocel with THAL, lindssd]
(s Cargen Chty's business ench
yemar: Thiere's alen a nudnbnmem
vt by g e ad disgi
tov o §40% prowe thaengr
200006, maied thare fiirs) peersnn

Queries seni 1o GMIL Ar
ponis, which opersis Delhi
sirpurt throegh DIAL om P
lay morming elud ned elicrt o
vesspomse il press dose,

Ll Abrpwsrs Lo clessresia
s o rbse B5 000 conee an
b At thomsg by @ neix of
iy, g, and comveridhle
Instrumerits. The fumnos will be
therpslarred in eranches lesedom
i ess needs. & ypecial pur
puse vechicle 51V ) has Been
ulra:u.l-ll b overses g
Ulns finsneime design, con
strurtio, and o Eratinms.

“The- 13000 crore prjec
will creste 8 hub with ware
lcmisiny, tnack parking, aml
exprrss g flites, amd it's
heing positionsd & a hig bet
un clomiestic cargo, espectlly
F-im e, i o e s
T

Far o ertenced rovvioy of
ihite sory, g bvemind com




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

i L3y =

MILLENNIUM POST

KOLEATA

S AUGIST 2085

‘Govt working on framework to amplify real
estate activities around upcoming airports’

AAISHA SABIR

NEW DELHI: At the 17th
National Convention of the
National Real Estate Develop-
ment Council (NAREDCQO),
Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
jarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
announced that the Cen-
tre is working on a frame-
work to amplify real estate
activities around upcoming
airports, with the intention of
raising sectoral growth to 15
per cent.

“Airports generate huge
footfalls not only for rec-
reation but also for diverse
economic activities in and
around their vicinity,” the min-
ister said, adding that a study is
underway to draw cues from
models in New York, London
and Hong Kong.

The govts vision
includes convention cen-
tres, hotels, and commer-
cial hubs near new greenfield
airports, replicating the
economies of scale witnessed
in leading global hubs. With
88 airports already operation-
alised and hundreds more in
the pipeline.

the plan, he suggested,
is to ensure airports are not
mere transit points but nodes

+

The Pointers

» The govt's vision includes convention centres, hotels, and
commercial hubs near new greenfield airports, replicat-
ing the economies of scale witnessed in leading global
hubs. With 88 airports already operationalised and
hundreds more in the pipeline

» Reinforcing the linkage between real estate and national
priorities, Kuldip Narayan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, urged developers to expand
their housing output tenfold from 4-5 lakh units annually

to 40-50 lakh units

of urban economic activity.
The minister also made a
inted appeal to developers:
Since I come from the state of
Andhra Pradesh, I would like
the Members of NAREDCO
to proactively come forward
to build the new capital, Amra-
vati, which will be a huge smart
city with world-class facilities.”
Reinforcing the link-
age between real estate and
national priorities, Kul-
dip Narayan, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs, urged
developers to expand their
housing output tenfold from
4-5 lakh units annually to
40-50 lakh units.
Financing, he said, should
be channelled through insti-

tutional mechanisms such as
REITs and HUDCO, with par-
ticular emphasis on affordable
housing.

The convention also spot-
lighted regional planning.
Rajat Gosain, Group GM
(Planning), NCRTC, disclosed
that a zonal and regional Mas-
ter Plan for housing projects
is being developed along the
82-km Delhi-Meerut Metro
corridor.

With the consent of local
bodies in Ghaziabad, Modi
Nagar, and Meerut, the plan
envisions the integration of res-
idential and commercial col-
onies with transit stations, a
move expected to transform
the urban fabric of western
Uttar Pradesh.
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Baggage delay,
dirty toilets
could result in
airport fee cuts

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dirty toilets.
Delays in baggage retrie-
val. Long queues at check-
in, security and immigra-
tion. Airports may soon pay
for these lapses with redu-
ced user development fees
under a proposal from Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority (AERA).

The regulator has issu-
ed a consultation paper to
create uniform performan-
ce standards for all major
airports — those handling
more than 35 lakh passeng-
ers annually — and link
compliance to tariff struc-
tures. Rewards will be offe-
red for exceeding standar-
ds, penalties imposed for fa-
iling them. Third-party au-
dits will verify compliance.

pContinued on P8

Separate categorisation for airports with high footfall

PFromP1

(¢ irport services are
A characterised by na-
tural monopolyorli-
mited competition, where-
in users have limited op-
tions on service providers.
Insuchanenvironment, the
role of the

regulator
extends be-

vond tariff determination
to ensuring that services
are delivered efficiently,
transparently, and to a stan-
dard that meets both opera-
tional and user expecta-
tions,” the paper states.
The proposed standards
cover maximum wait times
at every touchpoint — ter-
minal entry, check-in, secu-
rity, immigration and bag-

gage retrieval. Cleanliness,
availability of basicfaciliti-
es, and use of tech such as
Digi Yatraand immigration
e-gates will also be asses-
sed.

The authority plans to
categorise airports hand-
lingover 60lakh passengers
separately, citing differen-
ces in infrastructure and
operational complexity.
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Two back-to-back mobile
thefts at airport reported

Tines News NETwork

Mumbai: Two back-to-back cases of
mobile thefts were reported to air-
port police involving flyers whose
phones were stolen from their bag-
gage after flights to Mumbai from
Bangalore and Delhi. Other theft ca-
ses involving stolen jewellery was
reported in the previous months.

A G6-vear-old retired financial of-
ficer from Thane, 88 Iver, reported
that an iPhone gifted by his daugh-
ter on his 65th birthday was missing
from his baggage upon arrival in
Mumbai. Iyver noticed the mobile
was missing after he had arrival at
the Mumbai Domestic Airport on
Ang 25,

In the complaint, Iyer said: “My
daughter gifted the mobile worth Rs
40,000 on June 28, 2024, for my birth-
day. T noticed the mobile missing
when I tried to call my wife after lan-
ding in Mumbai. I checked my bag,
but could notfind the mobile phone, I
had gone to Bengaluru with my
daughter for her visa processing on
Ang 11 and the mobile was stolen
right after I arrived in Mumbai and
checked my baggage.”

Meanwhile, a 42-year-old Navi

Mumbai resident, SV Chingunde,
had her mobile stolen from her bag-
gage after landing at Mumbai Air-
port from Delhi on Aug 26. Chingun-
de had visited Delhi for her solar bu-
siness and flew back to Mumbai
when the mobile was stolen onbo-
ard. In the complaint, Chingunde sa-
id: “After the flight took off from Del-
hi, I kept my mobile in the seat po-
uch. 1forgot tocollect it after landing
in Mumbai. I realised about the pho-
ne missing in the airport premise
and asked the airliner to check the
flight and found the mobile worth Rs
60,000 missing.”

In June, AD Jain, vice president
of areal estate company, discovered
that gold ornaments worth Rs 5.5
lakhs, belonging to his wife, were
missing from his laptop bag upon
landing at Mumbai International
AirportfromDelhiat4am. InFebru-
ary, a 63-vear-old retired mechanical
engineer lost his phone valued at
around Rs 75,000 after landing from
Kolkata early on Saturday. Additio-
nally, nearly Rs 1.5 lakh was swiped
from three bank accounts linked to
his e-wallets withinan hour: Noneof
the thefts reported by the flyers have
been solved so far,

S AUGIST 2025
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Alliance Air hitsan
air pocket, 807 of
its fleet grounded

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mwrmbal

Eighty per cent of Alllance
Air's feet has been grounded
since last week as the airline
gtruggles to sounce spares
and service its engines.

The government-owmed
carrier has 21 aircrafi that
opetite on reghonal routes,
These include 20 ATR air-
craft and one Dornier 228
plane. Flight tracking web-
site Flightradar 24 shows
that oily four of the aireraft
have been operating since
Aggrust 24, resulting in dis-
rupticn of services,

While supply chain issues
hive led 1o sourcing chal
lenges and delays in the over-
haul of engines, the problem
in AlHance Air's case is also
aggravated as it has not made
timely paymenis to OEMs,
lessors and maintenance, re-
pair and overhaul shops, in
dustry sources said,

The airline was operating
15 aircraft last summer. In
March, the Civil Aviation
Ministry informed the Rajya
Sabha that “10 aircraft are
operational as of now and
others are awaiting repair
due 1o supply chain isswe."”

Berween FY22 and FY24,
the airline made a loss of
¥1,633 crore, and in the first
10 months of FY25, the
losses amounted v 153545
crore, the Ministry informed
the Rajya Sabha
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Alliance Air hits major air pocket, 80 per cent fleet on the ground

E—
Anaesh Phadnis
Mhuiail

Elghty per cent of Alllance
Air's fleet is grounded since
last week as the nirline
struggles 1o source spares
and service its engines.

The government-owned
carrier has 21 abreraft, which
u||:_l||:fntt on regional routes.
These include 20 ATR abr-
craft and one Dornder 228
plane.

Flight tracking website
Flightradar 24 shows that
11|‘||.‘y r1,1ur of 1|'||: u1r|;r.1l] are
operating since August 24,

resulting in the disruption of
services,

Whike supply chain issucs
led to sourcing challenges
and delays in overlsaul of en-
gines, the problem in Alli-
ance Ar's case i= also aggrav-
ated as it has not made
timely pavments to OEMs,
lessors and maintenance re-
pair and overhaul shops, in-
dustry sources said.

SUPPLY CHAIN WOES

The airline was operating 15
gircraft kst summer. In
March, the Civil Awiation
Mintetry informed the Rajya
Sabha thar “10 aircraft are

operational a8 of now and
others are awaiting repair
due tosupply chain tssue.”
Between FY22 and FY24,
the airline made a loss of
%1,633 crore and in the first
10 manths of FY25, the logs
amounted o $535.45 crore,

the Ministry informed the
Rajya Sabha. The Chvil Avi-
ation Ministry did not re-
spond to email queries

“There are ghobal supply
chain is=ues and availahility
of spare parts is a challenge.
We are 1rying w do
everything we can to get the
fleer back in operation. We
are in discussions with ATR.
The fleet situation is expec-
ted 1o improve in September.
Funds are not a challenge,
and the government is sup-
porting us,” an Alliance Air
executive said,

He wmdded the airline is
supporting affected passen-

gers and is also paving salar-
ies on tme.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
Alliance Alr had planned 520
weekly departures in the
summer schedule, which
kicked in from March-end.

Directorate General of
Chvil Aviation data show that
the aldine had the second
highest cancellation rate
amang all airlines in three of
four months in FY26

The cancellations im-
pacted nearly 27,000 passen-
gers and they were refunded
of rebooked by the airline,
the data show,

“Alliance Alr has majority
of its routes under Udan
scheme and is the sole car-
rler at airports such as Am-
ravati, Bilaspur, Hisar and
Keshod. A dwindling fleet
will increase losses as it con-
tinues o incur coses but rev-
ENUE OppOrtunities remain
limited,” said Ameya Boshi,
founder of aviation hlog Net-
work Thoughts.

An industry source famil-
lar with marter sald lessor
concerns with Alliance Air
are around preservation of
grounded plancs.  “They
don't want their assers vo be
degraded,” the source said.
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Al plane returns to
Delhi airport after
fire indication
AN INDORE-BOUND Air Incka
plane made an emergency
landing in the raticnal capital
on 'ﬁunday aker lw-:nr_; air
borne for over 30 minutes as
the pilot recsived a “fire
indication’ | H1 right en
gne ofthe aircral, according
to 50UrCcEes. Une enging u:f ha
AZZD neo raift was shu
dawn F-r*n' th@ plane l-ardr:d
safely at the Delhi airport, Ak
India said in a statement
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Spicelet flight
makes emergency
landing at
Srinagar airport

Press Trust Of india
Srinagar, Aug 29

A SpicedJet flight carrving
205 passengers made an
emergency landing at the
Srinagar airport on Friday,
officials said.

SpiceJet flight 5G 385,
flying from Delhi to Sri-
nagar with 205 passengers,
including fouwr children,
and seven crew on board,
‘reported emergency due
pressurisation problem."
the officials said, adding
that the aircraft landed
safely at the airport at
327 pm.

"Mo medical assistance
was requested by passen:
gers or the crew on board
the flight,” the officials
gaid. The aircraft would
undergo necessary inspec-
tion, they added.
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Aviation surveillance

to go up from last yr

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) will
conduct additional 15% safety sur-
veillance this year as part of its
annual surveillance programme
for aviation companies in India,
with the development coming
after the risk of mid-air collisions
in Indian skies remained above
acceptable benchmarks in the pre-
vious year, officials aware of the
matter said.

According to DGCA’s 2025 sur-
veillance schedule, reviewed by
HT, the number of checks — per-
taining to aircraft maintenance,
pilot standards and airport safety,
among others—will rise to 4,630
thisyear from 4,027 in 2024.

The annual safety exercise
assumes greater significance in
the wake of Air India Boeing 787-8
crash —one of India’s deadliestair
crashes — in June this vear At

least 260 people were killed after
Air India’s B787 aircraft from
Ahmedabad to Gatwick crashed
momentsafter take-offon June 12.

The scores of the aviation regu-
lator’s performance-2024 review
reveal AIRPROX incidents— cases
whereaircraft come dangerously
close to one another — stood at
2.36 per million flights, againsta
target of 1.89.

The stepped-up vigilance fol-
lows worrying trends in DGCA’s
mandatory safety reporting sys-
tem. In 2024, the regulator logged
3,540 safety-related occurrences,
including 44 airprox incidents, 47
runway incursions and 2,755 wild-
life strikes. Till May 2025, 1,275
such cases have already been
recorded.

“Though incidents triggered by
the Traffic Collision Avoidance
System were well below target lev-
els, elevated AIRPROX may have
prompted DGCA to tighten over-
cicht " a DGCA official <aid
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Thaw in ties may
ease flight curbs
due to Pakistan
airspace closure

New Delhi: Indian airlines
muy soon bypass Pakistan's
PTG il.:ll.‘H".Ii.’lI!I.'L‘lJ."ln:l:lh:ﬁ.
with fresh flight corridors
through China emerging
from renewed ties between
P Marenaden Mol amd Chi
mese President XiJinplng.

Direct  fights  bebwesn
Inadin and Ching are set to re-
sume after five-and-a-half
vears, with Air India and In
diG preparing o lanch
services o Guangzhou amd
Shanghai within two to three
months, sourees said Chi-
nese carriers will restart
Tiaghyts to Indian cities as well

Adr India sas sought ac
e o U ion-standard” routes
over Chinese territory in-
cluding one vie Hotan, a key
winypaint in western China

“AT has regeested the min
istry b pet clearance for non-
standard Hotan route which
will invelve flyving bevond Leh
en route, enter China and
then haned bl e wesd,”
@ soniree &4 dd. The rowte coubd
reduce extended flight times
by nearly anhour when Pakis-
fon shuts its skies.

Technbeal stiidies aee n
derway o assess leasibillty
for Boelng THT Dreamliners
on Evrope and UK roates, and
Boeing 777= and Airbus A350s
on Morth American sectors

Pakistan has repeatedly
chmsed §t5 alrspace 1o lniikan
carriers. Since April 24, air-
spiee of both nations has re-
mininid closed to cach othor's
mbreraft, Adr Indiand IndiGo
are expanding  westhoomd
services, while aviatbon offi-
cials explore multiple root-
ings throwgh China to limit
disruptions from  Pakistan
cloares, sourees aldad,
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