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Delhi airport registers highest
passenger traffic in June

FOOTFALL DROP. Hyderabad and Chennai have steepest declines of 12.9% and 12.7%

—
T E Raja Simhan

Chennai

Delhi was the only airport
among India’s five busiest
aviation hubs to register
rrowth in passenger trafficin
ﬂ‘uﬂc. E.‘l'l'ibrngt Mumbai,
Bengalum, Hyderabed and
Chennai all recorded y-o-y
decline, according to data re-
leased by the Airports Ao-
thority of India (AAT).

Hyderabad and Chennai
recorded the steepest de-
clines of 12.9 per cent and
12.7 per cent respectively,

Delhi airport  handled
65.79 lakh passengers during
the month, a 6.8 per cent in-
crease over 6163 lakh in
June 2025, further widening
its lead as the country's
busiest airport.

Mumbai retained its posi-
tion as the sccond-busicst
airport followred by
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Chennai, the data showed.

Indian airports handled
334 crorc passengers in
June, down by 2 per cent

lop five airports

by passenger traffic
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from the comesponding
month last year, indicating
that the slowdown was re-
fected across the country's
avistion sector, though with
cant variations amaon
ﬂhfdmlmrpﬂrts .

DOVERSEAS TRAFFIC

Among the country's five
busiest airports, Delhi re-
mained the dominant inter-
national gateway in June
2026, followed by Mumbai,
the second-largest interma-
tional hub which recorded a
decline in overseas traffic,

while Bengaluru posted a
comparatively modest fall.

Hyderabad and Chennai
witnessed the steepest con-
tractions in  intermational

sergrer traffic, mirror
Eja: “rigﬂi.n:ss seen in tﬁ
overall passenger volumes
during the month.

Domestic passenger
traffic presented a relatively
mixed picture. Delhi El,?nm
led the country with healthy
growth, reinforcing its posi-
tion as India's busiest air-
part.

Muombai and Bengaluru

remained the second and
third busiest domestic air-
ports, although both re-
gistered declines compared
with June 2025,

Hyderabed and Chennai
also reported  lower do-
mestic passenger volumes,
contributing to their overall
double-digit decline in total
traffic, savs the data.

1 Krishnan, an expert in
aviation, said the uncertain-
ties prevailing in West Asia
have severely impacted pas-
senger travel both as work-
force and tourist.

Mon-stop services to des-
tinations like Amsterdam,
Paris, San Francisco and
Tokyo goes well with

lurn when com
::EF Chennai and Hvdmpamcl
bad. For Central Asian des-
tingtions, Delhi and Mumbai
are preferred airports, he
said,

Vinod Kumar, Manager
Sales - South India, STIC
Travel Group, said, interna-
tional travel from India is
showing clear signs of recov-
eTY.



AIRPORTS AUT l—l'«’ﬂ'l‘?l]’"ﬁur OF iNE)IA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA HYDERABAD 31 (JULY H025

Navi Mum air traffic slips as
capacity trimmed amid costs

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Domestic air traffic
at Navi Mumbai Inter national
Airport (NMILA) has begun to
lose momentum after an initial
rampup, with aireraft move-
ments falling to around 100
flights a day in July sources
said. The airport began hand-
ling commercial airline flights
on Dec 25 last yvear and regis-
tered steady growth in air traf.
[ till May, before witnessing a
decline in June and July:

In June, airlines operated

3701 arrival and departure
ﬂIL,hES at NMIA. a 17% decline
from the 4,487 Mights operated
in May, according to data re-
leased recently by the Ajrports
Authority of India (AAL). In
terms of daily movements,
that translates into a drop from
anaverageof 145flightsaday in
May to 123 in June Sources
now say flight volumes have
fallen further to around 100 a
day in July NMIAL did not re-
spond to a query sent by TOL
Four months after its debut,
Navi Mumbai airport had en-
tered India's top 10 airports in
terms of domestic air traffic,
ranking ninth in April.

The current slowdown co-
incides with a sharp increase
in airline costs. The conflict in
West Asia pushed Brent crude
briefly above $126 a barrel on
April 30, while the Indian ru-
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pee weakened to a record 96.96
against the US dollar on May
20, raising the cost of imported
aviation turbine fuel, aireraft
leases. maintenance and other
dollar-denominated expenses.
“Airlines typically respond to
such cost pressures by trim-
ming marginal or recently
launched capacity rather than
cutting flights at established
huhs. NMIA, which is still
building its network, has there-
fore borne a disproportionate
share of the reductions.” an in-
dustry executive said. June
and July are also typically lean

months for air travel. Demand
usnally begins picking up
around the mid-August long
weekend and gathers pace with
the onset of the festive season.

The trend is visible when
compared with the country's
two largest metro airports,
AAI data shows Mumbai's do-
mestic aircraft movements fell
from 20,970 in May to 18,075 in
June, while Delhi recorded a
smaller decline, from 33325 to
29,588 over the same period.
Delhi's international oper-
ations, meanwhile, continued
10 grow year-on-year, with air-

craft movements up 2.5% in
April, 6.6% in May and 6.9% in
June, indicating that the capi-
tal's overseas traffic has re-
mained relatively resilient de-
spite global geopolitical ten-
sions. Mumbai's international
traffic, on the other hand, re-
flected the impact of disrup-
tions to West Asia operations.
Year-on-vear international air-
craft movements were down
17% in March, 14% in April,
74% in May and 1.4% in June,
sugpesting the pace of decline
eased as operations gradually
stabilised.
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PM Narendra Modi to inaugurate
Bhogapuram international airport today

|
Dhur Bureau
Hyderabad

Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi will inaugurate the
Alluri Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Adrport at
Ehy m, near Vi-
akha.pwmmam and lay the
foundation stone for a semi-
conductor project and dedic-
ate to the nation o host of
power  infrastructure  and
way projects today.

h.’E'Ii?ll'm: aJI:'pm]m't. is developed
under the Public-Private
Partnership mode by the
GMR Group at a cost of over
15,640 crore, the greenfield
airport has been designed to
handle 6 million passengers
annually.

SEMICON PROJECT

PM will glso lay the founda-
tion stone forthe ASIP Semi-

conductor  Project at Vi

sakhapatnam, being
developed with an invest-
ment of over T460 crore.

The facility is being de-
veloped by ASIP Technolo-
gies Pvt Ltd in partnership
with APACT, Republic of
Korea.

It is Andhra Pradesh's first
semiconductor manufactur-
ing facility approved under
the India Semiconductor
Mission.

The facility will manufac-
ture around 96 million semi-

conductor  chips  annually
and create high-skilled em-

oyment n‘ppm'huub:s
'E.l"h'l.l.: fostering & robust an-
cillary ecosystem.

He will lay the foundation
stone for the Transmission
System for Integration of
Kurnoaol-1V Renewable En-
ergy Zone - Phase-1 (4.5
W), being implemented by
Powergrid through o Special
Purpose Vehicle, with an in-
vestment of about T5,550
crare.

Further, he will inaugurate
the Transmission System for
Kurnool Wind Energy Zone/
Solar Energy Zone (Andhra
F‘mdl:!h:l - Part A & Part B,
implemented at a cost of
around 3,550 crore and the
Transmission Scheme for
Solar Encrgy  Zone in
Ananthapuram (2,500 MW)
and Kumnool (L000 MW,
implemented by Powergrid
ata cost of over TR20 crore.



QJRFWJHJESAAJIHEJP#IYL)FiNLHﬂu

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIE BHASEKAR DELHI 1 AUGUST 2026

| JUC?S Idaid |
e uaer: agalsaﬁsnéﬁusﬁﬂan 3

d:lgmmmhﬁrmﬂﬁﬁrﬁtgﬁm
# el HAnm mmmmm
YA 1 IEEA 01 SIARA H 5 e el (31 WA H)
I B 9 R A T A A i A A ww R LIRS e

« FRVEA TIH 17 AT H IE w0 A 60 TRT N1 —
T T Tehit| WiaeT o S 1.8 TS WA T A T S e

« T 1 3,800 Hiew oA Fre-4 T A 777 I =S e ’
T H T #1 25 B 27 A 6 A v N R
« QETHIE S e SR A 4,592 FT T 21 T A gt
4 2,203 e {1 o P f R s waa



AIRPURISAU‘I HORITY UF iNUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN CHRONICLE HYDERABAD Sl LY Aide

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 30

The Rajiv sandhi
International Airport at
Shamshabad said it had
achieves Level 5 accreditation
in the ACI world airport cus-
tomer experience programme,
According to a statement, the
programme is the highest
level of recognition awarded
under the globally acclaimed
framework.

The accreditation placed the
RGIA among a group of air-
ports worldwide that have
embedded customer experi-
ence as the cornerstone of
their corporate strategy, oper-
ational excellence, and stake-
holder collaboration, the state-
ment said,
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SHORT TAKES
CM’S FLIGHT
DELAYED BY

RAIN AT RGIA

SANJAY SAMUEL PAUL | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 30

The Indigo abreraft in which
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy was travelling to the
clity from Delhi was delayed by
about 20 minutes on
Wednesday night due to the
heavy rain,

The Indigo management in a
statement sald Flight 6E 717
did not get landing clearance
at the RGIA due to bad weath-
er It said it was standard pro-
tocol to ensure that the plane
and the passengers landed
safiely

The departure of the fighi
from Delhi at 555 pm was
delayed o 616 pm. It was
expected o arrive at B.15 pm
bt finally landed al 8.54 pm.

Afrport said that all other
alrerafl opératlons were nor.
mal.

Senlor pilot Anil Kumar
explained that the air traffie
control at every airport would
be the final authority to give
clearance for an alreraft to
land or take-ofl. On reports
that the aircraft landed on its
second attempt, Kumar said it
would be the pilots® eall,
depending on several factors
stuch ns unstahle approach,
wind shesr or obstacle on the
FUmwWay

He added that the Category 11
facilities at the RGLA made it
possible to land the aircraf
even when visibility was poor
Water standing on the runway
woulld not affect aircraft opers-
tions ot the RGIA unless the
wateriogging was beyvond lim-
its of the aeroplane, "which is
Very rarm.”
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PM Modi to visit Andhra, K'taka today
tolaunch projects worth over 317900 cr

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Mew Db, 31 Trdy

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi will visit Andhra
Pradesh and Kamatakaon
Saturday, where he will
inaugnrate and lay the
foundation stone Lor
multiple infrastructure,
connectivity, energy,
semiconductor and cultural
projects aimed at boosting
regional development, dlean
energy, advanced
e facturing and vouth
CITPOWETTTR L

During the day-long visit,
the Prime Minister will
Launch projects worth over
Bs 17900 crore in Andhra
Pradesh belore travel ling Lo
Mysuru in Kamataka to
inaugurate the Swami
Wivekananda Cultural Youth
Centre—Viveka Smaraka

Avcording tothe Primme
Mindster's Ollice, Modi will
begin his visit in
Bhogapuram in Andhra
Pradesh’s Vizlanagaram
distriet, where at around 1

an he will undertake a
witl kthrough of the
passenger termingl building
ol the newly developed
Adluri Sitarama BEaju
Intemational Airport AL
around 1L30a.m he will
formally inaugurate the
Greenlield airport, launch
multiple development
projects and address a
public gathering.

Developed under the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model i acostof over
Rs 5640 crore, the Alluri
Sitarama Baju International
Adrport has been designed
Lo handle six million
passengers annually and is
expected tosignificantly
strengthen air connectivity
innorth coastal Andhra
Pradesh while boosting,
Louristm, trade. investment
and employ ment

The state-ol-the-ar
airport incorporates
advanced technologies
including Artilicial
Intelligenee (AL, Building

Information Modelling
(BIM), Adrside 4.0
technologies, an Airport
Predictive Operations
Centre (APOC), biomeLric
passenper processing,
automated baggage
handling systems and
intelligent operational
monitoring solutions. These
technologies are expected to
improve operational

clficiency, passenger
convenienes, safety and
resource utilisation

The airport has also been
developed with astrong
ermphasis on sustainability.
I features energy-ellicient
heating, ventilation and air
conditioning systems, LED
lighting, a5 MW solar power
plant, rinwater harvesting,
electric vehicle charging

infrastructure, smart

bui lding management
systems, waste
mnagement initiatives and
environmental monitering
measures The terminal has
been designed in
accordance with Green
Building Standards and is
registered with the US
Green Building Coungdl
(USGRC).
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AIRINDIA, PARTNERS
EYE MEDICAL AIR
LOGISITICS SEGMENT

Mumbai, July 31: Air
India signed an initial
pact with global eVTOL
(electric vertical take-off
and landing) aircraft
developer and manufac-
turer SkyDrive, and
Suzuki Motor
Corporation of Japan to
conduct a joint feasibility
study on the wuse of
eVTOL aircraft for med-
ical air logistics in India.

The proposed collabora-
tion comes amid India's
major cities face severe
traffic congestion.

By combining
SkyDrive's eVTOL tech-
nology, Air India’s opera-
tional expertise and
Suzuki's India market
insight, the three compa-
nies aim to develop last-
mile emergency medical
logistics solutions, con-
tributing to the advance-
ment of India's medical
infrastructure, it said.

The application of
eVTOL aircraft for med-
ical air logistics is to
reduce critical transit
times when every minute
can make a difference,”
sajd Ramesh
Mamidala, Head of Cargo
of Air India . “India is
today one of the world's
largest and fastest-grow.
ing aviation markets, ancd
we see  advanced air
mobility as a natural

extension of the country’s
transport ecosystem. Air
India will contribute to
this feasibility study with
its operational expertise
to help evaluate and
develop a framework for
safe, reliable, and scalable
eVTOL operations,” he
added. — PTI
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IndiGo to cut wide body
flights from October-end

Mumbai: [ndiGo will dizcontinue
its damp leased wide body
flights from October 25 and
suspend its service to Londaon
until such time its Airbuws A350
aircraft are delivered, it sald an
Friday. IndiGo said it was taking
the decision due to the
challenging emvironment
triggered by the ongaing
geopolitical tensions. Flights
between Mumbai and Amster-
dam will transition to the
aifline’s cwn Airbus AZ2T1XLR,
effective October 25, ousmurs
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Air India, SkyDrive,
Suzuki sign pact to study
eVTOL aircraft use

AlrIndia Ltd on Friday signed an initial pact
with global eVTOL (electric vertical take-off
and landing) aircraft developer and manu-
facturer SkyDrive, and Suzuki Motor Cor-
poration of Japan to conduct a joint
feasibility smidy on the use of eV TOL aircraft
for medical air logistics in India. The pro-
posed collaboration comes amid Indias
major cities face severe traffic congestion,
creating significant challenges for time-
critical medical logisties, according to a
company release. By combining SkyDrives
eVTOL technology, Air India’s operational
expertise and Suzuki's India market insight,
the three companies aim to develop last-
mile emergency medical logistics solutions,
contributing to the advancement of Indias
medical infrastructure, it said. PTi
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IndiGo to Suspend
Wide-Body Ops
from October 25

Mumbai: IndiGo on Friday said
it will discontinue its wide-body
operations from October 25 and
terminate its damp lease agree-
ment with Norse Atlantic Airwa-
ys, citing a challenging opera-
ting environment amid ongoing
geopolitical tensions.

The airline said its Mumbai-
Amsterdam service, currently
operated with a damp-leased Bo-
eing 787-9, will be switched to the
Airbus A321XLR from October
25. It will also temporarily su-
spend flights toand from London
Heathrow until its ordered Air-
bus A350-900 aircraft begin joi-
ning the fleet.

IndiGo had signed a damplease
agreement with Norse Atlantic
Airways for six Boeing 787-9 air-
craftearlierthisyeartoaccelera-
teitslong-haul expansion.

The carrier said the operating
environment has changed signi-
ficantly since the programme
was launched, with higher costs,
airspace restrictions, elevated
fuel prices and currency pressu-
res affecting route efficiency,
schedule reliability, connectivi-
ty and overall competitiveness.

According to the airline, these
challenges, coupled with increa-
sed volatility across global avia-
tion markets, prompted a com-
prehensive review of the pro-
gramme and alternative deploy-
ment plans.

“The global aviation industry
continues to navigate ongoing
geopolitical uncertainties, ne-
cessitating a prudent deploy-
ment of resources in the short
term while preserving long-
term strategic objectives,” said
Abhijit Dasgupta, Senior Vice-
President, Planning and Reve-
nue Management, IndiGo. PT1
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IndiGo to end
wide-body
operations
from Oct 25

&

AKBAR MERCHAMT

Mumbal, July 3

INDIA'S LARGEST AIRLIME,
IndiGo, on Friday sald it wall
discontinue its wlide-body
operations from Odober 25
and conclude its damp lease
agresment with Norsaatlantic
AlF WY 0 Cetober al_i'JI.LHEJ
challemging operating envi
mnment amid ongoing geopo
lrtical tensions,

Theaidine @idits Muambai
Amsterdam flightswill be oper
ated using the Airbus A3 21 XLR
from October 25 while services
tvand from London He st b
will be temporaniby suspended
uniil the delivery of its Airbus
AIS0-900 alnorafc

Indlgo iz - expected to
receive its first Airbus 350-900
around mid-2027, sonmces
told FE Indigo currently has
three Alrbus A3 21 X1LHs in fts
fleet with more expected (o
join thisyear,

As part of the ransition, the
alrline said itwillwork closely
with affected customers by
oifering sultable altematives,
mcludng altermate trawvel
arrangements and refunds,
whereverapplicable, toensune
asmooth transition

[ndiGio had entered into a
damp lease agreement with
Morse Atlantic Alrweays inearly
2025 for iy Boeing TET-9 ale
craft to launch limited long
haul operations while prepar
Ing for the induction of its
Alrbus A350 flest Thearmnge-
fient mabled the akrliie 1o
beginsorvios to destinat ionsin
the UK and Europe while build
g capabilities required for
futnre wide-body operations

Be sides the Boeing 787-9
fleet, IndiGo had also leasod
two Doelng 777-300ER air-
eraft Troim Turkish Akl nes foe
s Mumbal-Istanbul rosite
Howewer, the service was dis
continued a fewmonths ago,

Accondiing to theairling, the
long-haul programme hel ped
it develop expertise aonmss key
areas.including notwork plan
i} “H: CLIEL ETN HI}H: 8o,
cewaperath ons, sl tenance,
airport  handling, revenoe
mamagement and interna
tional partnarships,
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IndiGo’s MD pushes for aviation tax cuts

PTI

NEW DELH

IndiGo Managing Director
Rahul Bhatia urged the gov-
ernment to cut taxes and
rationalise airport charges,
arguing that lower airfares
would unlock  "massive”
demand in one of the world's
fastest-growing aviation mar-
kets and accusing policy-
makers of taxing flying as if it
were "an elitist mode of trans-
port’,

IndiGo Managing Director
Rahul Bhatia urged the govern-
ment to cut taxes and rational-
ise airport charges, arguing
that lower airfares would
unlock “massive” demand in
one of the world's fastest-grow-
ing aviation markets and
accusing  policymakers  of
taxing flving as If it were "an
elitist mode of ransport”,

‘1 think some of these
things have to get rationalised.
Because the Indian consumer
is so price sensitive that if you

can lower fares, you just open
up a massive demand.” Bhatia
stated that airlines had largely
absorbed cost pressures
instead of passing them on to
passengers. 50, in a time
span of three vears where
inflation has risen by 12%, air-
fares, which represent the
fares that the airline collects
for themselves, have gone up
between 1% and 3% User
Development Fee charges at
afrports have gone up as
much as 85%.
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IndiGo to end Norse Atlantic lease,
discontinue wide-body operations

Neha LM Tripathi

meha. tripathightlive com

NEW DELHI: India’s largest air-
line, IndiGo, announced on Fri-
day that it will discontinue its
wide-body operations effective
October 25, 2026, and end its
damp lease agreement—an
arrangement where the lessor
provides the aircraft, Might crew,
and maintenance — with Norse
Atlantic Airways effective Octo-
ber 31, 2026, citing geopolitical
challenges.

The carrier had entered into
the agreement with Norse Atlan-
tic Alrways for six Boelng 787-9
alrcraft in early 2025 to start lim-
ited long-haul operations, fast-
track learning, develop capabili-

ties, and establish a brand pres-
ence ahead of its Alrbus A350
operations. “Due to the challeng-
Ing operating environment trig-
gered by the ongoing geapoliti-
cal tensions, IndiGo today
announced that it will discon-
tinue its wide-body operations
effective October 25, 2026 and
conclude its damp lease agree-
ment with Norse Atlantic Adr-
ways effective October 31, 2026,
the airline sald in a statement.
“The airline will temporarily
discontinue its services to and
from London Heathrow until
such time that its A350-900s are
delivered,” IndiGo stated.
Flights between Mumbai and
Amsterdam currently operated
with Nerse will ransition to

IndiGo's Airbus AI2IXLRA air-
craft, effective October 25, 2026.
IndiGo said the operating
environment has changed con-
siderably since the programme
was announced, driven by a sig-
nificant escalation in costs.
"Alrspace constraints, ele-
vated fuel costs and currency
pressures have impacted route
efficiency, schedule integrity,
connectivity and overall compet-
Itiveness. These factors have cre-
ated operational and economic
challenges at a time when vola-
tility across aviation markets has
reduced industry-wide risk
appetite, prompting a compre-
hensive review of the project and
evaluation of possible alternative
solutions,” the statement said.
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IndiGo to stop wide-body aircraft operations

ARSHAD KHAN i@ New Delhi

IndiGo, the country’s largest
airline, will discontinue its
wide-body operations effective
25 October 2026 and conclude its
damp lease agreement with
Norse Atlantic Airways effec-
tive 31 October 2026. IndiGo at-
tributed this decision to the
challenging operating environ-
ment triggered by the ongoing
geopolitical tension.

The development comes as
airlines in India continue to
bleed losses due to higher jet
fuel prices, airspace closures,
and adverse foreign exchange
MOVEITENES,

IndiGo flights between Mum-
bai and Amsterdam will be tran-

sitioned to be operated using its
Airbus A32IXLR, effective 25
October 2026. The airline will
temporarily discontinue its
services to and from London
Heathrow until such time that
its A350-900s are delivered.
IndiGo had earlier doubled its
order for the A350-500 aircrafi to
60 and also holds options to pur-
chase 40 more. Deliveries are
expected to begin in 2028 as the
airline expands into long-haul
international operations.
Abhijit Dasgupta, SVE Plan-
ning and Revenue Management,
IndiGo, said that the global avia-
tion industry continues to navi-
gate ongoing geopolitical uncer-
tainties, necessitating a prudent
deplovment of resources in the

T G —— i~
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short term while preserving
long-term strategic objectives.
IndiGo entered into a damp-
lease agreement with Norse At-
lantic Airways for six Boeing
T874 aircraft in early 2025. This
enabled them to commence
services to markets in the UK

and Europe, while accelerating
the development of the opera-
tional capabilities, commercial
expertise and customer insights
required to support its future
widebody ambitions. Dasgupta
said this project was never
about serving specific routes

but laying foundation for long-
haul operations in future.
“Aswe enter the next phase of
our growth, we remain firmly
committed to expanding our
global footprint across key mid
and long-haul markets. We will
continue to strengthen our Eu-
ropean network through serv-
ices using the Airbus A XLR,
while maintaining internal mo-
mentum to prepare for our owt
widebody services in line with
our long-term international am-
bitions,” added Dasgupta.
IndiGo also noted that the op-
erating environment has
changed considerably since
they inducted widebody aircraft
from Norse Atlantic, with a sig-
nificant escalation in costs.
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The Statesman

AirIndia, SkyDrive, Suzukisign MoUto study feasibilityofmedical alrloglstlcsInIndm

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Musnbai, 31 July

Air India Limited, Sky Drive
Inc, which develops and
manufactures eVTOL
aircraft, as well as Suzuki
Motor Corporation issued a
joint statement on Friday
that they have signed a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
conduct a joint feasibility
study on the use of electric
vertical take-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft for medical
air logistics in India.
Accordingtothe
staternent, Indias major
cities face severe traffic
congestion, creating
significant challenges for
time -critical medical
logistics. By combining

The Statesman

SkyDrive's eVTOL
technology, Air India's
operational expertise and
Suzuki’s India market
insight, the three companies
will take on the challenge of
realizing last-mile
emergency medical logistics,
contributing to the
advancement of India’s
medical infrastructure,
according to the statement.

Commenting on the
development, Air India’s
Head of Cargo, Ramesh
Mamidala said, “India is one
of the world’s largest and
fastest-gmwing aviation
markets today, and we see
advanced air mobility asa
natural extension of the
country’s transport
ecosystem’”,

"This collaboration with

Sat, @1 August 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/B@565870

Sky Drive and Suzukireflects
our shared ambition to
explore 21st century
solutions to address
real-world challenges while
shaping the future of
mobility. The potential
application of eVTOL
aircraft for medical air
logistics is particularly
compelling because it
combines technology and
purpose, helping to reduce
critical transit times when
every minute can make a
difference,” Air India’s Head
of Cargo, Ramesh Mamidala
said.

"We are pleased to
contribute to this feasibility
study with our operational
expertise, airport
infrastructure knowledgee,
and stakeholder

relationships to help
evaluate and develop a
framework forsafe, reliable,
and scalable eVTOL
operations,” Air India’s Head
of Cargo, Ramesh Mamidala
saidl.

Onthe occasion of signing
the MoU, Sky Drive Inc¢
Founder and CEO Tomohiro
Fukuzawa said, "Since our
founding, SkyDrive has
been dedicated to
transforming the future of
transportation through the
aerial mobility revohution,
We are incredibly proud to
partner with Air India and
Suzuki to take astep toward
medical loyistics—a sector
where every second counts
and lives can be saved”.

“In India, where chronic
congestion is a pressing

issue, utilising eVTOLSs for
advanced medical
logistics—including the
transport of high-value,
time-critical medical
supplies—will reshape
medical infrastructure. We
will work dedicatedly to
contribute to saving as
many lives as possible,”
SkyDrive Inc Founder and
CEO Tomohim Fukuzawa
said,

lking about the
development, Suzuki Motor
Corporation’s Executive
General Manager for Next
Generation Business
Development Masao
Fujitani said, "The eVTOL
aircraft being developed by
SkyDrive, with which
Suzuki is engaped in
business and technology

collaboration, represents a
new form of mobility that
embodies Suzuki’s
philosophy of
‘Sho-Sho-Kei-Tan-Bi
{smaller, fewer, lighter,
shorter and nNeater)'. We
believe it has the potential to
play a role in supporting
medical infrastructare in
urban areas”,

"Under our corporate
slogan, ‘By Your Side,
Suzuki will continue to
provide diverse mobility
options tailored to
customers’ needs and
contribute to regional
development. By
collaborating with a wide
range of mobility
companies, including
Sky Drive and Air India,
Suzuki aims to realize

‘infrastructure mobility
closely connected with
peoples lives,” Suzuki Motor
Corporation's Executive

General Manager for Next
Generation Business
Development Masao
Fujitani said.

&
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Longest nonstop flight eyes 2027 take-off

LAURA CHUNG

Sydney: Milllons of people
were following online as an
Alrbus jet operated by Qantas
touched down 1n Toulouse,
France, on Tuesaay. i had just
completed a marathon: ying
23076.92km in 24 hours and 34
minutes nonstop from Mel-
honrne, Australia

Only the specially manu-
factured plane was pot carry-
ing any passengers. It was a
test for the airiine's long awalt-
ed Project Suniise, which alms
tootfer the first nonstop Mghts
between Sydney and London
starting next yoar.

The route would become
the world's longest com-
mercial passenger service
and usher In a4 new era of
ultralong-haul travel. It has
also ralsed a host of questions.
How can a plane fly for so long
without refuelling? How do
humans survive that many
hours In the skles? And would
Anyone want to take such a
trip?

Here are some answors,

‘What is Project Sunrise?

In 2017, Qantas announced
plans to connect Australia (o
Laondon and New York with di-
rect fllghts that would reduce
current travel times by up to

four hours by doing away with
transfors in Asla, West Asla or
North America.

To do this, in 2022, Gantas
ordered 12 specially modi-
fed Alrbus A350-1000ULR
Jeds. After several delayvs, test
Mights began last month. The
first major one was a Aight
from Toulouse, Alrbus’s hosd-
fguarters, to Melbowrns, a
Journey that took 18 hours and
12 minutes.

The return fiight this week
ook longer, as the flight team

consisting of soveral Alrbus
fight test crew members, two
design engineers and two Qarn-
tas technical pilots — tried to
stmulate the longest potential
commeéercial route and accoumt
for unexpectad diversions, ac-
cording to Alrbus,

*This was the longest flight
ever flown by an Alrbus alr-
criaft,” a spokesperson for the
cOMPAnY sald In a satement
on Wadnesday. “We are now
evaluating the data with the
relevant authorities to deter-
mine if it also qualifies as an
officlal world record.”

More than 3.6 million
peaple tracked 1ts route on
Flghtradar2d, the website
sald, the second-most tracked
fight in the site’s history.
(More than five milllon fol-

The Airbus test aircraft
helng developed for
Quanias’s ‘Project Sunrise’
stands in Toulouse,
France, on June 1.
(Rutar file picturd)

lowed the Royal Alr Force
flight carrying Quesn Eliz-
abeth I"s coffin from Edin-
burgh to RAF Northolt near
Laonidom i 2082),

Qantas anticipates that
the Sydney to London flight.
which will take up to 22 hours,
will operate dally beginning in
October 2027, There 1s no tim-
Ing for the start of service be-
tween Now York and Sydney,
although further detalls are
oxpectad next yaar, the alriing
sald

How can the plane fiy for
s0 Jong?

Part of the reason that
the customised Alrbus A350-
100GULR can Ay such long
distances without refuelling
is because of the installation

of an additional rear centre
fuel tank. That allows the air-
craft to carry an additional
5,400 gallons of fuel and helps
extend the plane's range from
about 16653Km o 18520km, ac-
cording to Alrbus.

On the return fight this
woek, the team tested the fuel
management and alr con-
didoning systems, as well
as the flight crew rest area.
The new plane will be able
to fiy over the North Pole re-
glon, a first for an Australian
commerclal alrline, accond-
Ing to a statement by Qan-
tas's chief technical pllot,
Alex Passorinl.

“There's obviously lower
density, less traffic and so on®
near the North Pole, he said,
“50 We can get the best out of
the airplana

The North Pole route will
operate durlng winters in
the Northern Hemilsphere
because of favourable jet-
streams, with the airiine fly-
ing more traditional routes at
other gmes.

‘What will it be like for

passengers’”

The plane 15 designed with 238
seats across four cabins: first,
business, premium economy
and economy. This 1s fewer
saxits than on a standard long-

haul Mght and means more
space for

Qantas sald the plane
will also have a “well-being
zone” where passengers can
get snacks and stretch. The
airfing sald 1t had worked
with a range of health and
food experts, including from
the University of Sydney's
Charles Perkins Centre, to find
ways to reduce jet lag and the
effects of belng in a plane for
20 hours.

Professor Stephen Simp-
s0n, who leads the centre's
tedm working on Project Sun-
rise, sald thai plans include
modifications to cabin Nghting
nnd meal ingredients. For ax-
ample, breakfasts will contatn
caffelne or chill to help your
body wake up, and the lights
will ba brighter,

A team of sclentists lew
on three speclalised research
flights — using another air-
craft — from Sydney to New
York and London in 2019
and monitored 23 volun-
teers. Those with specially
designed menus, lghting,
sleap and movement plans
experienced less severa jet
lag and better cognitive per-
formance In the two days
after the flght.

Mew Yirk Tenm News Serviee
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Al Express to launch direct flights
between Madurai & Mumbai, Delhi

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: Come Sept, pas-
sengers can fly from Madu-
rai to Chennai at cheaper
fares, as Air ITndia Express, a
subsidiary of Airlndia,isset
to launch dircct low-cost
flights connecting the two ci-
ties. The airline will start
non-stop flights from Madu-
rai to Chennai, Mumbai and
Delhi from Sept 1. Bookings
have opened on some of
these routes.

“The Chennai service is
expected to bring competi-
tion to a route now dominat-
ed by IndiGo, said Mahendra
YVarman,” an aviation enthu-
siast. The airline operates 66-
seat ATR aircraft and fares
rise during festivals and pe-
riods of high demand. Tick-
ets have touched 20,000 to
25,000 per passenger on

FARES TO GET CHEAPER

somedays. AirIndia Express
operates flights from Trichy
(o Bengaluru and Hydera-
bad at fares ranging between
22,000 and 22,500 during nor-
mal periods. “A similar fare
can be expected on the Madu-
rai-Chennai route. Nore
scats  and  competition
should also prevent fares
from rising sharply during
festive periods,” he said.

Air India now operates
one premium-category flight
from Madurai to Mumbai
through Chennai. The one-
stop service includes busi-

ness-glass seats and is priced
higher than low-cost flights.
AlrIndia will close bookings
for thisservice from Sept 1.
While Air India operates
an Airbus A320 with around
140 to 150 scats, including pre-
mium seats, Air India Ex-
press will deploy aircraft
with more than 180 economy
scats, Airports Authority of
India (AAD officials said.
The airline plans to in-
crease its Madurai depar-
tures to five by Jan 2027. The
next phase will include a di-
rect flight to Bengaluru and
an international service to a
Gulf destination. At present,
the airport, despite carrying
an international tag, oper-
ates only one flight to Sri
Lanka. Other services to
Gulf and Singapore remain
suspended. A total of 36-37
domesticflights are operated
from the airport every day.
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