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urat airport master plan envisions
2.25 crore flyers a year by 2047

NOo Runway AVIATION INFRASTRUCTURE TO TAKE OFF

Extension,
Acquisition Of
Land Planned

Vishal.Patadiyva
@timesofindia.com

Surat: Once named the fas-
test-growing city in the world
for the 2019-2035 period by a
2018 Oxford Economics re-
port, and backed by the go-
vernment's Surat Economic
Region plans, a major lead in
aviation infrastructure is
planned for Surat. The Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAD) has unveiled its projec-
tions for Surat International
Airport under the Surat Air-
port Master Plan - 2047, part
of the Prime Minister's Vik-
sit Bharat 2047 vision.
According to the plan, the
airport is expected to handle
2.25 crore passengers annual-
ly by 2047, with capacity to
manage 45 flights per hour
Terminal infrastructure
will be greatly expanded, gro-
wing from the current 25,420
square metres to 4 lakh squa-
re metres in 2047, The termi-
nalswill be equipped to hand-
le 4.5 crore passengers annu-

Detail 2024 2047

Flight movements/hour 12 45

Apron aircraft bays 18 M;frcum%ﬂ“ =]
Terminal floor space (sqm) 25,520 4,00,000
Annual passengers handled  15150°  2.25cr
Annual passenger capacity 41L 4.5¢cr

Peak hourly passenger rate 3,000 20,000

-

2.906-metre runway length will be

to restrict the height of structures.

Parking capacity _500 cars j 10,000 cars ==
No change to 2,906-metre runway
T he master plan has three phases — T

Phase 1 (2028-29), Phase 2 (2037-38)
and ultimate capacity (2047). Projections
have been made for passengers, aircraft,
parking facilities, terminal buildings, among
others. In all three phases, the runway length
remains constant at 2,906 metres. This
means no runway extension is proposed or
planned. It is also made clear that the

considered for NOCAS, the system employed

No expansion, greenfield airport

he proposed master plan has mention of CAT-1
Approach Light System and ASR/MSSR advanced
radar systems for smooth operations subject to the
availability of 25.33 acres of land. However, two
months ago, the AAl wrote to the collector saying
additional land would not be required for the airport
expansion. Now, all the planned development will take
place within the available land parcel. With the 2047
plan, speculation about a new greenfield airport for
Surat could come to an end, as the plan shows vast
potential for growth of passenger and flight number
at the existing site with the same runway length.

ally, a tenfold increase from
the current capacity of 41
lakh.

Interestingly, the runway
length will remain unchang-
ed at 2,906 metres, with no ex-
pansion recommended. All
development will oceur wit-
hin the existing 772-acre foot-
print of the airport. The new
master plan supersedes the

earlier 2035 version.

“With the eighth largest
population in India, Surat
has full potential for air traf-
fic growth. All businesses in
the city are seeing growth.
According to the Oxford Eco-
nomics report, Surat will be
the fastest-growing city in
the world between 2019-35. It
will have more people and bu-

sinesses coming and with de-
mand for flights to destina-
tions in India and abroad, we
believe flyer numbers will
grow significantly,” said an
airportofficial.

AAl  sources revealed
plans for a new apron dedica-
ted to general aviation, along
with residential and com-
mercial complexes within

the airport premises. The
number of aircraft parking
bays will increase from 18 to
64 by 2047, with 12 additional
spaces for smaller aircraft
and non-scheduled opera-
tions.

“We have planned a sepa-
rate space for a low-cost ter-
minal, from where non-sche-
duled and low-cost small air-
craft willfly,” said an official.

Terminal expansion will
occur in three phases, culmi-
nating in four terminal buil-
dings by 2047. Initially, two
new terminals will be const-
ructed. In the final phase, the
existing terminal will be de-
molished and replaced by two
new buildings.

Peak hourly passenger ca-
pacity will rise from 3,000 to
20,000, and parking facilities
will be expanded to accom-
modate 10,000 cars, up from
the current 500.

“Space has been allotted
for commercial development
where a passenger facilita-
tion centre and shopping
complex can come up. Pas-
sengers will be able to get gu-
est rooms. There can be a
small medical facility. Shops
can also be accommodated,”
an official said. Passenger
growth projections are based
on the 2019-20 baseline, when
15.15 lakh passengers travel-
led through the airport.
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GMR Airports finalises
details of biggest bond
issue worth $683 mn

GMER Alrpaorts has finalised the terms of what
wondld e is biggest corporate debt lssue as it
akms to raise more than $685.03 million, thres
souroes aware of the developments sald on
Thursday, The country's second-largest as-
port aperator will ralse T1 800 crore through
the sale of 1B-month bands. This issee is
largely expected to be placed with mumal
funds. It will also rake around 42 billion
rupees through the sale of three-year bonds,
with Large foreign lenders set 1o absorb this
supphy REUTERS
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Passenger dozes off on flight, lands in
Bhubaneswar instead of Delhi airport

5 LALITHA i Mew e

AN Alr India Express {AIX)
MNyer from Scinagar landed at
Hhubaneswar on Wednesday
{July 30y after b Byrpot to alight
at Delhialrpert from his Night.
The Borean of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) will Investd

gate the inchdent. The passen

e was flying from Srinagar to
Baplogra (ln West Bengal) and
was supposed toalight at Delhi
to switch to another Qight to
Bapdogra.

A soures said, “The young
male Over had probably dozed
ol when the Might lnnded at
the Indira Gandhl Iniermation-
al Alrport. We make repeated
announcements: before any
Might is landing at iis destina-
tion. 5o, the explanstlon as of
now looks Tike he had
overslept.”

Thuem W ST RSSeIRErS

[P,

on the way to Bagdogra seated
in the same Dight. and so §t did
not raise any eyehrows, The
fiyer woke up much later and
| aformmed the crew about it the
sotmree adibed

The Oyer's luggage had al-
rimcly been offloaded at Delhl
“He owned up to the mistake
und profusely apologised for b
to the erew,” the sonree said
ATX fDew him back to Delhi.
“He reached Delhl around 8

i, and then we again put him
on a Might to Bagdogra air
port.” the souree ndded.

An internal Inguiry is belng
done by the airline too over the
lapse, "The airline security had
missed doing ahendeount of all
seated] prssengery before it wok
off on the leg from Delhi to
Bhubaneswar, which |5 manadn
tory. This needed to be done be-
fore the fresh set of passengpecs
boarded the Might at Delhid atr-
port. So, there is 8 security
lapae af our part too," the
sores informed,

An AIX spokesperson said.
“A guest tranglting through
Delhl inpdvertently continoed
on thie nircrafl onwiands 1o Bhua
aneswar, An internal investl
gation is being conduocted to
address lapses, while reiterat
Ing SOPs and Int ernal bricfings
across stations to prevent
recurmne,”
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New terminal construction

for SVPI to take off by 2026

#timesafindia.com

Ahmedabad: The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Internatio
nal (SVIPIA) alrport is set to
undergo a major overhaul,
with the construction of a
new imegrated terminal ba-
Uding( NITB}schedulodio be-
irin by March 386 According
to people familine with the
matter, & proposal has been
moved by Adani Ahmedabad
International Afrport Lid
(AAIAL) hefore the state and
Unicn govt departments for
the relocstion of the existing
alr trallie control (ATC) 1o
wer, the state hangar, as well
as the general aviation (GA)
terminal. The sweeping in-
frastructure changes 15 ex
pected to unlock space for a
single expansive facility that
can peeommodate rising poes
senger traffic over the next
dlﬂ:lllﬂ.

Sources told TOI that the
project will e executed in
two phases. Onoe the frst
phase 15 operational, the hid
tomove the ATC toanow loca-
tion will begin. “Toensure sa-
ambess mavement ol Nights,
the airport needs to be fully
equipped, and therefore, the
preparations have to be un-
derwny well in advance. The
refore, the proposals hvve be
en moved well in advance for
approvals,” & source sald
The Adani Group is set to in-
vest nearly Bs 96000 crare in
its airports business over the
next five years, with a signifi-
cant focis on Infrastrocture
and real estate develapment.

With Ahmedabad betng
propesed as one of the poten-
tial host cities for the 206
Dlympic Games, the develop-
ment 15 being positioned as a
key enablor of global connee
tivity and urban readiness.

:3,130cr
PROPOSED
INVESTMENT

Location: To
come up at the
eaisting Guisall

terminal site

CONSTRUCTION
TIMELIME: Begins March
2026, completion in two
phases by 2036

KEY RELOCATIONS:
Existing ATC and GA
terminal to be shifted

‘AT A.GLANC
» e I-Iﬁ
3 Existing
mberational
terminal

E
1

PASSENGER HAMDLING:
Capacsty to rige ta 2 erone annually
FACILITIES: DigiYatra-enabled.
10+ aerobridges, larger lounges,
more FAB and retad options,
faster check-ins

“The aim is to complete the
construction In two phases
before 2036. If India wins the
Taiel 1o host the Olvmpics, and
Ahmedabad ks selected as a
wenue, the new terminal must
b regidy 1o handle the anticl-
pated influx of internationsl
iral with the best facilit
#5," gaid a top source familiar
with the project

To begin with, the NITB
will replace the current Guj
sall terminal, which will be
shifted to another location. It
15 expected to double the air-
port’s current handling capa-
ity offering facilities for up
to £ crore passengers anoual-
Iy, & substantial leap from the
1.2 erore recorded bn FY 20235
Onee eommissioned, the new
ferminal  will consolidaie
both domestic and interna-
tional operations, enahling
seamiess transit for passeng-
era

“The design (neledes mo
re check-in counters, muolti-

ple security checkpoinis, ex-
pansive lounges, and ot least
10 aerobridges, significantly
reducing quens times and en-
hancing the overall passeng-
er experience. The use of -
ElYatra lechnology will ensu-
re that fliers can move from
the alrport gate o the boar
ding gate in &= little as 12 mi-
nutes, The new infrasiructu
re will eliminate bottlenecks
at the domestic terminal and
adlow for future scalability in
line with airline fleet oxpan-
slonzand passenger growth,™
asource said.

Thiexisting domestie ter-
minal. TL will be razed onee
the NITH is aparational, fres-
g up further space fof lnteg-
rated alrport expansion. As
expanslon work on the exis
ting international terminal,
T2, fa almost completed, some
domestic operations may be
shifted there 1o ease current
congestion in the coming da
¥E. the source added.
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Woman held
at RGIA with
40 kg ganja
worth Z14cr

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Acting on speci-
fic intelligence, the Hydera-
bad unit of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) inter-
cepted a woman passenger at
Rajiv Gandhi International
(RGI) Airport and seized 40.2
kg of hydroponic ganja conce-
aled in her two check-in bags.
The seized contraband is esti-
mated to be worth €14 crore in
the illegal market.

According to investiga-
tors, the woman had sourced
the high-grade cannabis from
Bangkok and attempted to
evade suspicion by routing
her journev through Dubai
before arriving in Hyderabad.
Authorities have heightened
surveillance on passengers
flying in from Bangkok, follo-
wing a spike in hvdroponic
ganja smuggling attempts in-
to India. “We're investigating
backward linkages in Thai-
land and forward linkages in
India to dismantle the syndi-
cate,” said an NCB official.

The accused reportedly
flew from Mumbai to Bang-
kok, received the contraband-
filled suitcases, and then boar-
ded a connecting Emirates
flight from Dubai to Hydera-
bad. She landed at RGI Air-
port around 3.30 am on Wed-
nesday, where she was inter-
cepted by NCB officials. Preli-
minary investigations
indicate she was awaiting
further instructions from ac-
complices who were expected
to collect the consignment
and move it to Mumbai.
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India to finalise eVTOL operation
cuidelines within four months

Itnlm Vaid
Naw Delhi

Indiais set to finalise its regu-
latory framework for electric
vertical rake-off and landing
(eVTOL) aircraft within the
next three to four months,
sources told businessline.

According to them, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) will release
three policy papers focused
on critical aspects of eVTOL
operations,

These policy papers willin-
clude regulations for airport
pperator permits, integration
with existing air traffic con-
trol systems and detailed
guidelines for maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
protocils.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) is
expected to conduet a review
of the legislative progress on
eVTOLs “in the coming few
days”. The high-level review,

TAKING WING. The high-level review is expected to accelerate
policy alignment across ministries and regulatory bodies

spurces said, is expected to
accelerate policy alignment
acrogs varous line ministrics
and regulatory bodies to en-
able commercial eVTOL op-
erations as early as 2026,

TECHNICAL REPORT

As per sources, three dedic-
ated working groups have
already submitted their tech-
nical reports on key aspects
of the ¢eVTOL ecosystem —
namely aircraft certification,
crew training standards and
vertiport infrastructure.

“These reports form the
backbone of the upcoming fi-
nal guidelines,” sources said.

Additionally, the Centre
plans to introduce a “sand-
box" infrastructure frame-
work for eVTOL resting and
operations by 2026.

“This controlled environ-
ment will serve as a pilot
space to assess safety, effi-
ciency, and real-world integ-
ration of eVTOL systems,”
sources said.

At present, many Indian
start-ups, such as the ePlane

Company, Sarla Aerospace
and Bluw Aero, are at the fore-
front of building the do-
mestic eVTOL infrastruc-
ture.

Notably, the US-based
Archer Aviation, in collabora-
tion with InterGlobe Enter-
prises, aims to launch India’s
first electric air taxi service
by 2026. Further, Japanese
firm SkyDrive, in partnership
with JetSetGo Aviation, is ex-
ploring Gujarat as a potential

base for its eVTOL
operations,

EYE ON TRENDS

In addition to domestic
needs, India's eVTOL

roadmap is being developed
with an eye on global regulat-
ory T trends, parmuhr]v those
set by the FAA in the US and
EASAin Europe.

However, sources stressed
that India’s framework will
be tailored to its “own urban
geography and regulatory
context”.
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Air India’s Dreamliner
aborts takeolT at Delhi
airport alter glitch

Alr India's Dreamliner Boedng 767-9, which
was to fly to Londomn, aborted takeoff ar the
Dedhi abrport due to a technieal is=se on
Thursday. “Flight Al2my, operating from
Delhd v London on.uly 31, returned o the bay
e o a suspected technical issue. The cock-
pir crew decided to discontinue the takeoff
run folkewing standand operating procedures
and browght the alreraft back for precaution-
ary checks,” an alrline spokesperson said ina
aratement to PTT. Acconding to a source, the
Mgt was 1o be operated with a Bosdng 787-9
plane. “An alternative aircrafi is belng
deployed to fy the passengers to Lonwdon at
the earliest” the statement said. PTI
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IndiGo posts lower
first-quarter profitas
forexlosses weigh

Interglobe Aviation, the operator of
IndiGo, posted a
drop in first-quar-
ter profiton
Wednesday, hit by
ballooning forex
losses and softer
growth following
border tensions
between India and Pakistan,

India’s largest airline by market
share reported a profit of Rs2,161
crore for the April-June quarter,
down from Rs 2,727 crore a year
carlier.

Foreign exchange losses more-
than-doubled and total expenses
rose 10%.

Quarterly revenue rose only
4.7%, slower than the 17.3% growth
logged in the year-ago quarter, hit
by booking cancellations on some
routes in April and May following a
deadly border conflict between India
and neighbouring Pakistan. Shortly
following political unrest, a plane
of rival airline Air India crashed in
Ahmedabad and killed 260 people in
June, spurring flying anxiety among
many Indians.

“The June quarter was shaped by
significant external challenges that
created headwinds for the entire
aviation sector,” Chief Executive
Pieter Elbers said.

The company’s first-quarter
capacity - measured in available seat
kilometres - grew 16.4% on-year. The
firm had projected of a “mid-teens
percentage range” growth in May.
That helped IndiGo cushion a 5%
dropinyields, which is the average
money earned from a passenger for
every kilometre travelled.

- Reuters
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{ BUSINESS } NIKHIL RAVISHANKAR
Indian-origin CEO
for Air New Zealand

India-origin Nikhil Ravishankar is set to take

over as the CEO of Air New Zealand from October this
year after being associated with the carrier for nearly
five years. Incidentally, Air India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson is from New Zealand. "Currently the
airline’s Chief Digital Officer, Nikhil will officially take
over as CEQ on 20 October 2025. In the nearly five
years that Nikhil has been at Air New Zealand he has
gained a deep understanding of the aviation sector,
and the airline. He has also led major advances in the
airline’s technology backbone, loyalty programme
and customer proposition,” Air New Zealand said in a
statement on July 30. Prior to joining the airline,
Ravishankar was Chief Digital Officer at Vector and
Managing Director of Accenture. PTI
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Hot-air balloon rides set to
startin Delhiin two months

Snehil Sinha

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s skies are set
to be adorned with colourful
spherical specks soon, as the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has finalised an agency to
start hot-air balloon rides from
four locations across the Capital,
officials aware of the matter said
on Thursday. This is a first-time
initiative and rides are set to be
offered within two months, they
said.

Tethered rides will be made
available at the Yamuna Sports
Complex, Commonwealth
Games Sports Complex, and
along the Yamuna banks at Asita
and Baansera, a DDA spokesper-
son said.

Officials said that the duration
of ride, fares, height and other
details are yet to be finalised.
Additionally, the age limit will
also be prescribed and children
under a certain age or elderly
over an age group may not be
allowed.

“The work has been assigned
for three years, extendable up to
amaximum period of nine years,
as per the directives of the lieu-
tenant governor. The agency will
be provided 3,600 square metres
(60m X 60m) space at each site
for operation of the hot-air bal-
loons. The agency will com-
mence operations in two
months,” the DDA said ina state-
ment.

In tethered rides, the hot air
balloon is attached to the ground
using long thick ropes, while in
untethered rides the balloon is

See Capital like

never before

This is a first-of-its-kind initiative for
Delhi. The hot-air balloon rides will
be tethered rides, where the balloon
will be tied to the ground with ropes &

RIDE LOCATIONS

© Commonwealth Games
_ Sports Complex
® Yamuna bank at Asita

© Yamuna bank at Baansera

® Yamuna Sports Complex Rides can be
availed at

A locations §

A

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF YAMUNA

restored riverfronts from above

Can witness urban wetlands, biodiversity,

WHAT THE AGENCY WILL DO ; :

@ Ensure safety with state-of-the-art equipment

@ Adhere to environmental standards

@ Recruit professional staff like certified pilots, ground crew

@ Ensure compliance with aviation and safety regulations

allowed to drift freely with the
wind, offering a more adventur-
ous and dynamic flight.

In the initial phase, four hours
of operations will be allowed at
each site per day, and this may
be extended as per requirement,
officials said. The private firm

would operate balloon rides on a
revenue-sharing model, and the
ticket pricing will be decided
with the approval of the DDA
To ensure transparency and
proper record keeping, all pro-
ceeds from ticketing will be cred-
ited to the DDA’s account, the

DDA said in its statement.
“The Delhi Development

Authority has extensively
worked on the rejuvenation of
River Yamuna, and many pro-
jects are being developed on its
bank. This unique activity is an
attempt by the LG to give

another experience to the peoplc
of Delhialong the Yamuna,” the
spokesperson said.

Officials said that the DDA
has developed the shortlisted
sites: Asita, which was
encroached, was cleared and
converted into a green space; a
construction and waste (C&D)

dumping site at Sarai Kale

Khan has been turned into a

bamboo park, comprising
30,000 bamboos, three water
bodies and a fountain;
Yamuna Sports Complex at
Surajmahal Vihar is the biggest
complex developed by the Delhi
Development Authority and the
CWG complex was developed in
the run-up to the 2010 edition.

Officials said that the private
agency will ensure safety with
state-of-the-art equipment and
adhere to environmental stan-
dards.

The agency will also recruit
professional staff, including cer-
tified pilots and ground crew,
and ensure compliance with all
aviation and safety regulations
mandated by relevant authori-
ties, such as the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
The operator will also manage
ticketing, marketing and cus-
tomer service.

Some places in the country
where hot-air balloons are
already a popular attraction
include Hampi in Karnataka,
Lonavala in Maharashtra, Push-
kar and Jaipur in Rajasthan, Goa
and some spots in Himachal Pra-
desh. Rides are also organised
around the Taj Mahal in Agra
during an annual event.
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Al flight aborts takeoff

due to ‘technical issu¢’

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A London-bound
Air India Dreamliner aircraft
aborted takeoff at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi international airport
(IGI) airport on Thursday due to
a suspected technical issue,
prompting precautionary action
by the crew.

“Flight AI2017, operating
from Delhi to London on July
31, returned to the bay duetoa
suspected technical issue. The
cockpit crew decided to discon-
tinue the takeoff run following
standard operating procedures
and brought the aircraft back
for precautionary checks,” a
statement from the airline read.

According to Flightradar24, a
flight tracking website, the air-
craft assigned for the flight was
a Boeing 787-9.

To ensure passengers con-
tinue their journey with mini-
mal disruption, the airline said
it was arranging another air-
craft.

“An alternative aircraft is
beine denloved to flv the pas-

sengers to London at the earli-
est. Our ground staff is extend-
ing all support and care to the
guests to minimise inconven-
ience caused due to this unex-
pected delay,” the statement
said.

As per Flightradar24, the
flight finally took off at 6.10pm

The incident comes amid a
series of technical issues involv-
ing Air India aircraft that have
been detected in the recent
weeks.

These issues have also drawn
the attention of the aviation reg-
ulator- the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

On June 12, Air India’s
Dreamliner Boeing 787-8 plane
en route to London Gatwick
crashed into a building soon
after take off from Ahmedabad,
killing 260 people.

Earlier this month, aviation
watchdog DGCA came across
around 100 violations and
observations related to Air
India’s training, the crew’s rest
and duty period norms, and air-
field qualification, among oth-
ers.
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DGCA: 263 SAFETY
ISSUES REPORTED
IN A YEAR ACROSS
EIGHT AIRLINES

The maximum numberof
observations were found in
Alliance Air. M

Neha LM Tripathi

et b g2 P et iand imes rem

NEW DELHI: As many as 263 safe-
ty-related Issues were reported
across eight airlines in the last one
year, audit fin b the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) revealed. The findings
were recorded during routine
audits and inspections carried out
o assess safety compliance among
scheduled airines, the civil avia-
tion regulator said in a statement

Emphasising the need of con-
ducting aundits, the DGCA. said,
“Based on International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAQ) require-
ments audits are needed to

enhance the safety of operations
and ensure compliance, and con-
tinuous improvement across all
[acets of airline operations.”
“These audits findings aid in
areas requiring improvement.
This is as per Annual Surveillance
Plan (ASP) under Safety Oversight
Programume,” it said.
According to s data, the maxi-
mium number of observations- 57,
were found in Alliance Adr, fol-
lowed by Alr India with 51, and
Ghodawat Star with 41 findings.
Tobe sure, Alliance Alris a gov-
ernment owned regional airline.
IndiGo had 23 findings, while
Spicelet had 14. Quick Jetand Alr
India Express were flagged with 35
and 25 findings respectively, and
Thata SLA Adriines (Vistara) had the
lowestat 17, Vistara, however, was
merged into Air India in October
last year. The findings were classi-
fied info two categories, namely,
Level 1 which fla serious
issues, and level 2 referring o less
critcal
Of the total 263 findings, 244
were Level 2 while 19 were Level L
Vistara (Tata SIA Airlines) and Ar
Indla wgether accounted for the
miajority of Level 1 findings. at 10

and 7 respectively.

THE FINDINGS
WERE REVEALED
DURING A ROUTINE
AUDIT WHICH IS
CONDUCTED TO
ENSURE SAFETY
COMPLIANCE
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DGCA audit finds 19 critical

safety breaches by Air India

Regulator says high number of findings is normal and reflects scale of operations, not any unusual

lapse; with 300 planes, the airline group had 74 level-2 findings; IndiGo with 419 aircraft had 23

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n audit by the Di-
A rectorate General
of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) over the past year
identified 19 findings
against Air India Group air-
lines that needed imme-
diate corrective action,
while all other carriers re-
corded zero findings in this
category. The regulator,
though, claimed that a
high number of audit ob-
servations was “entirely
normal”.

The data released by the
DGCA on Wednesday
showed that its audit re-
vealed 10 “level-1” findings
against Vistara, seven
against Air India, and two
against Air India Express,
all of which are part of the
Air India Group. All other
airlines recorded zero ob-
servations in this category.

In the level-2 category of
findings too, there were 74
observations against the
three Air India Group air-
lines. IndiGo had 23 and

The DGCA says its audit processes are robust and that the findings

are a testament to active regulatory oversight. FILE PHOTO

There were 10 ‘level-1’
observations against
Vistara, seven against
Air India, two against
Air India Express

Spice]et 14 indings.
Violations that fall un-
der the level-1 category re-
quire immediate corrective
action, while level-2 find-
ings pertain to non-com-
pliance with regulatory re-

quirements and
procedural lapses.

For a comparison of
scale of various airlines, In-
diGo has 419 aircraft in its
fleet, Air India has nearly
300 aircraft, and Spice]et
19 aircraft in service. Small-
er regional carriers like
Star Air (nine aircraft) re-
corded 41 level-2 findings,
and Alliance Air (21 air-
craft) 57 findings. Cargo
operator Quikjet (two air-
craft), which is a partner

for e-commerce giant Ama-
zon, had 35 observations
against it.

The DGCA though
sought to address ques-
tions of safety standards at
various airlines and said in
a statement, “For airlines
with extensive operations
and large fleet sizes, a high-
er number of audit findings
is entirely normal. The
quantum and scale of their
activities mean that such
observations reflect the
breadth and depth of their
operations rather than any
unusual lapse.” It added
that globally too aviation
regulators “routinely” en-
counter similar patterns
with major airlines.

With concerns about a
hit in travel sentiment
among passengers, the
DGCA attempted to as-
suage the concerns and
said, “The DGCA reassures
the travelling public that
these processes are robust
and that the presence of
such findings is a testa-
ment to active regulatory
oversight.”
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IndiGo to take off only aft

e

harsha j@htiive.com

nterGlobe Aviation Lid, which

runs IndiCio airlines, has had a

wobbly start to FY26. The June

quarter (QIFY26) began on a

strongnote bt was soon marred
b external headwinds, including
geopolitical tensions, airport clo-
sures, conflict in West Asia and the
tragic Air India 171 crash. This trig-
eered caution among travellers and
led toincreased cancellations.

Cost efficiencies offered some
cushion. Inditzo’s fuel costsdeclined
in Q1, benefiting from lower crude
prices, reduced deplovment of fuel-
inefficient damp-leased aircraft and
pricing negotiations with oil market-
ing companies. Cost per available
seat kilometre (Cask) fell about 7%
vear-on-year. IndiGo's passenger
volume growithof12% surpassed the
industry average of 6%.

Yet, vield, apricing measure, fellat
a more-than-expected rate of 3%
vear-on-year to T4.98. Weak demand
and dull vields led to 1% drop in Ebit-
dar to15.739 crore. Earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation, amorti-

Mixed feelings

IndiGo's QIFY2E ASK growth was in-line with guidance,
but the drop n yield was a disappointment.

I8 Available s=at kilormeters finmilion) @ Yield {in ¥) jright-hand seaks)

48000

40000

12,000
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000
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ASE: Mralabile sea) kiometne

CIFYIS

zation, and lease rentals (Ebitdar) isa
key profitability metric for airlines.

Airline capacity, measured by
available seat kilometres (ASK), rose
16.4% year-on-vear, in line with the
guidance. IndiGo retained its dou-
ble-digit ASKgrowth target for FY26.

ASHin Q2 isexpected to growat a
mid-to-high single-digit due tosea-

QaFYE

munt
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5
4
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1
a
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Source: Company, Emicey Global Financial Services
GOPAKLIMAR WARRIER WINT

somial softness in domestic demand.
So, IndiGo has suspended some
underutilised routes and undertaken
structural inspections and modifica-
tions of certain aircraft.

Yields stabilized in July, and are
expected to improve in August and
September. Overall, Q2 yield is
expected to be flat year-on-year.

Strongergrowthisanticipated in Q3
and (4, with ASK growth returning
todouble digits. To meet the poten-
tial jump in demand, IndiGo has a
robust order book of over 900 air-
craft and expects no challenges in
ramping up capacity in H2FY26.

To control non-fuel cost, IndiGo
cutitsfleet sizein the past

er Q2

IndiGo hasordered 30 A350 aireraft
from Airbus, with deliveries slatedto
begin in 2032, But low-cost long-
haul operations have yvielded mixed
results globally, plus there i rela-
tively higher competition than
IndiGo has faced within India.
The airline is also introducing
‘Stretch'—a  premium

twocuarters Itisreturn- 8 |2 (o8 business class seating
ing the high-costdamp- VRN & N8 option on international
lease fleet and replacing routes with phased roll-
them with those to be  QIFY26 started out to Bangkok, Phuket,
delivered by Aitbus Alsn,  Strongbutwassoon  gneanare and Dubai,
S e : disrupted by 3 5
IndiGo’s aircrafi on political tensions  This can be a medium-
groand (AOG) from 70s Air India 17 crash term margin driver,
at peak to40s currently. Inditio's shares rose
IndiGo'sinternationz]  INDIGO expects over 2% on Thursday,
: d seasanal softness R ]
penetration with recent | 0 o pushing the gains so far
entry into the long-haul  in Q2 with yields in 2025 to 29%, signifi-
flight sepment is worth  likely to be flat cantly ahead of the Nif-

tracking. It is scaling up
its overseas network
starting September since customer
feedback on wide-body intermational
operations has been encouraging,
It plans to increase the frequency
of direct flights to Amsterdam and
Manchester. It would soon launch
London and Copenhagen flights,
To tap the long-haul market,

tva0 index. On FY2TE
EV/Ebitdar, IndiGo is
trading at a multiple of 9.4x, a pre-
mium to global aviation peers, said
Nuvama Research,

Deespite the positive factors, valua-
tion looks lofty. The near-term out-
look looks challenging as growth in
capacity outpaces demand. hurting
vields, said Nuvama.
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DGCA finds 263
lapses during audits

viatiom safety wilchdog Diredosile
Aiium'r:lt ol Civil Avation (DGCA) an

Wsbnwesalay savidd 81 bas o ome across BE3
B, i locling those: reqquiring i edisls:
correciive acions, during Zdasdits ol eight
domestic aiclbes carried oul io the Ls one
VesIr.

T DA, Inoavesier, saiel Ut highes
ouber of audit Gocdings or Lepses: Dor airlines
with extensive opemtins B “entindy nommal™
.!!Iﬁﬂillnl e bl g ool Db imcrestsd bajees

agrpteed il ausbits of AbrIncis

L e st oo vearr, theere bave been a total of
B3 aunclif lndimgs with Tata Groonp-owned Adr
Inelia (abosne willh misw meerged Vist ara) anel Afr
Inielis Experiss, s peer chata

T Finclives incluehed 18 kevel -1 violations
wduich are considered eritical safety rishs anel
requine Enmediate corrective action by the air
aperlor. T
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IndiGo, Al CEO salaries soar
amid turbulence, flight cuts

IndiGo guided for 5-9% year-on-year ASK prowth in Q2, suggesting a sequential dip from Q1

et Nahewsaivamrioom
AP

he salaries. of Dnadia's togs b sir-
Tlu'm. chief exeruiive oficers

(CEs) hane shot up, with the
cnunpensation for Pt Elbersollnier
tilohe Aviation., which operies Indiin
Airlimes, nearty doathling o Lk omee
in FY X5 the other band, Adr Inella’s
Camphell Wibson's target comprrsation
s set o riee 30F% o EIT.R orone per
anmen o FY26-FY anmd Serre mar-
ot et e uarkvo ke e for
ihe imchsiny.

Iz regulatony filing made by beedla’s
langest abrise rmpaoy on Wednesady,
Inteniilohe mid Elbers' rompemsation
for FY Ewas donihle the {5 B crore he
miacke a year cartier Indifio’s poofit for
the yearfiel by 1o 17 258 coone

For Wik, the CEO ol Indis's sec-
ol -fargest carvier Alr i, the esrlier
targed compensation, the maxbmmsm
pavout inchsdimg his pedormames
s, s E4 oorore for FYZ5-Fy s,
accurting io regulatony dsclosures by
the compaeny. Hisactnal payoust was §%
erorein FY 24

The silaresul thetwotopeseoutiv,
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sollifate theirmarked share inlrdia's
inugh airlime ndusiny,
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ki e Alr India togeter acooumed for S1% of domest

LN orore(or the e quarter despite
higher capacities.

Incicdeniz such as che Fahabzam ver
rorist aitack and thee ol Iodis
Iallistam horder cash aswrell as the Adr
T B crashol Jume bt travel dur

resulted in revenue per aversge wal
kilometre HASK), a key metric tha
shums bow much money an alrline
makes per seat for every kilmetre i
Mirs. shrinkimg by 10 ot bSEG

“The Junequansrwasshapedbysig
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C.air traific in fanuary-|une M5 uo feom 56.5% 104, mcouss
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Amabystsacknowledped the camier's
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Del-London AI Dreamliner aborts take-off, 2nd case in 10 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE o bewDeln Flight AI2017 was schoduled was talien. " sourees &l the alreralt back for preci taboe=ol O Juife 17, af Al Ex
for take off at 1.25 pm from Ter An Al spokesperson sadd, tionary checks,” press Bosing (IX 1113} from
I the second such instance i minal 3, according to a Qight “Flight AI2017 operating This is the latest inase Delhi to Ranchi developed a

volving nn Alr India fight iracking online platform. The  from Delhl to Loadonon
within 10 days, the cockpiterew  allernative Night ook off at  July 31 returned to the
shorted the takeoff of Dream- 547 pm. four hours and 2 min- by die to nsaspected

ries of incidents Invalv-  technbeal snag midalr and o
ing the AdrIndiagronp  turned to lGLA. On Jume 15,an
Ima simiar Incident Al Dight (AT #10) from Delhi to

N Boeing TA7-%almeraf from utes behln schedoks technical ssue, The on.fuly 21 an Al Dight,  Vadodara returned to Delhi
Delhi to London, carrying 215 “The pilot aborted the take-  cockpit crew decided 1o an Alrbus Al20 Neo duee o technical issues. On May
pasengers due to o technleal  off due to technical reasons. As  discontinie the take-off with 160 plus passengers 31, a Delhl to Singapore Al
gliteh and steered the plane io the pllot wias i ing helfore e ruin Prdlow | g stamdard op fram Delhl to Kolkath was Might was abartfed twioe before

the parking hay take-off, the decision to refurn  emting proceduresand loought aborted when it was taxiing for  ake-off due to tech glitch.
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HC junks Celebi
petition against
revocation of
security nod

Times News Netwoss

New Delhi: Delhi high court
bench of Justice Tejas Karia
on Thursday dismissed s plea
by the Turkish-owned compa
ny Celebi Ground Handling
India Pvi Lid against govi's
decision to rovoke Lts security
clearance. A copy of the de-
tailed order is awaited

Earlier this month, a dif-
ferent bench had dismissed
petitions by Turkish firms Ce-
lebi Alrport Services India
Pwi Lad and Celebi Delhi Car
go Terminal Management In-
dia Pvt Lid challenging the
revocation of their security
clearance by the Burean of
Civil Aviation Safety (BCAS),
saving there were “compell-
ing national security consid-
erations” involved.

1n May, BCAS had revoked
the security clearance after
Turkiye backed Pakistan and
condemned India’s strikes on
terror camps in the neigh
bouring country, The court on
July T underlined the necessi-
ty to eliminate the possibility
ol esplonage or dual use of lo-
gistics capabilities, which
would be highly detrimental
to the security of the country,
especially in the event of an
oxternal conflict.

Initsdetailed ruling on the
eardier petitions, the high
court had upheld the govt's
reasoning and decision
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Srinagar-Bagdogra flyer lands at
Bhubaneswar in security lapse

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a security
lapse, an Air India Express
passenger who was sup-
posed to travel from Srina-
gar to Bagdogra via Delhi
on Wednesday ended up in
Bhubaneswar. The reason:
This “young man” some-
how remained on board the
aircraft on landing in Delhi,
and even when the plane
took off for Bhubaneswar.

En route, while chatting
with a co-passenger, he real-
ised he wasflyvingtoawrong
destination and informed
the cabin crew. He wasflown
back to Delhi from Bhuba-
neswar, and from there to
Bagdograon Thursday.

The airline informed Bu-
reauof Civil Aviation Securi-
tv which will probe the lapse
and take suitable action.

According to sources, the
man boarded an Al Express

The airline informed Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security which will
probe this lapse & take action

Airbus A320 operating from
Srinagar to Delhi, where he
was to take a connecting
flight to Bagdogra. Sources
said repeated announce-
ments are made asking tran-
sit passengers to head to the
transfer desk. The Airbus
plane in question was to op-
erate to Bhubaneswar from
Delhi. “For reasons not yet
known — perhaps the young
man had dozed off — he did
not alight from the aircraft
when it landed in Delhi at
3.05 pm," said a source.

The plane departed for

Bhubaneswar at 3.55pm. Be-

fore taking off, airlinesdo a
headcount on the number
of passengers on board to
tally with their bookings.
However, in this case that
was perhaps not done.
“When the young manre-
alised he was on a plane that
wasnot headed to Bagdogra,
he alerted the cabin crew.
The crew briefed the pilots,
who in turn informed the
airline. When the aircraft
landed in Bhubaneswar, Al
Express teams put him on
the return flight the same
aircraft was to operate to
Delhi. In Delhi, the airline
put him up in a hotel on
Wednesday night and then
flew him to Bagdogra on
Thursday,” the source said.
An Al Expressspokesper-
son said: “An internal probe
is being conducted to identi-
fyv and address any lapses,
while reiterating SOPs and
internal briefings across sta-
tions to prevent recurrence.”
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DGCA finds 263 lapses
across 8 airlinesin1yr

19 Were Level
1, The Rest 244
Level 2 Findings

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) Wednesday
said it has had 263 findings
(read lapses found during
audits)acrosseightairlines
in the last one year. Among
big airlines, 51 findings
were at Air India, followed
by 25at Al Express and 23 at
IndiGo. Of these 263, 19
were level one or signifi-
cant findings were at erst-
while Vistara, Aland AT Ex-
press.

The remaining 244 find-
ings were level 2 or other
non compliances, with the
small state-owned Alliance
Airlines which flies a hand-
ful of planes (large part of
its fleet is grounded) lead-
ing with 57 findings.

However, the DGCA ina
statement with this data
said: “A higher number of
audit findings is entirely
normal for airlines with ex-
tensive operations and
large fleet sizes. The guan-
tumandscale of their activ-
ities mean that such obser-
vations reflect the breadth

The statement came a day after reports of DGCA audif Air India

between July 1 and 4 had found around 100 safety viclations

and depth of their oper-
ations rather than any un-
usual lapse. Globally, avia-
tion regulators routinely
encounter similar patterns
with major carriers due to
the diversity and intensity
of their undertakings.”

The DGCA statement
came a day after reports of
DGCA auditof AirIndiabe-
tween July1and4 had found
around 100 safety wviola-
tions, Agency reports said
the violations included sev-
en “level 1" significant
breaches that require cor-
rection by July 30 while 44
other non compliances
need to be resolved by Aug
23. On its part about these
findings, Al had said it was
“fully transparent” during
the audit and will respond
totheregulatorinthe stipu-
lated timeframe along with
“details of corrective ac-
tion taken.”

The regulator says it

conduects audits —“that are
an essential instrument to
identify and use them for
potential improvements”
as part of its continuous
oversightresponsibilities,
“Upon completion of
each audit, the relevant air-
lines are formally notified
and are required to submit
timely compliance and cor-
rective action taken re-
ports. DGCA closely moni-
tors these responses and en-
sures that all necessary
measures are taken to
maintain and enhance safe-
ty standards. DGCA reas-
sures travelling public that
these processes are robust
and that the presence of
suchfindingsisatestament
to active regulatory over-
sight. Our commitment to
safety, transparency, and
continuous improvement
remains paramount across
the Indian aviation indus-
try,” the statement added.
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DGCA flags 263 safety lapses by
airlines; Alliance Air, Al top list

TripuNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW EHILIIL, JEPLY 30
The sviaton watchdog has
ientifbd ax many e 263
safedv-relufed] Inpses across
eiphl schieduled alrBnes over
the past year according to
Mndings fmm routine audids
and  inspedions conducted
T the Directoraie Genensl of
Civil Avimtion (DGCAL

Thw= nbservations, pourt of The
DGCA™s annual surveTanee
plan underits sufely oversight
mogmmme, wers meant o
assess  operational | comipli-
ance amd  highlighl  areas
needing  mprovement. e
megubstor said in o stnlement

19 tagped Serous |
Cortection underway |
Noalarm, siys regulator

"Based on International Civ-
1  Avistion Organisstion
TCACN requirements, audits
e needed o enhance the
sifely of opemtions  and
ensure complianee and mn-
tinwous improvemsend meross
all farets of airline operations”
fhe DECA siid T sdded
"These audit findings aid in
wreas recuiring improvement
Thils is @8 per the armual sur-
vl e plan under e ssfety
iversighl prosremme ™

Acvording tothe audit dota,
Allsinee Alr recorded the
highest mumber of observa-
Loms wilth 57, followed |l_'.-' Alr
Trudind 511 and Ghadawsat Star
(411 Quick Jei was Magged
with 35 issues, while Air
Trulia Excpress had 25, TnaliGo
and Spicede remrded 23 and
14, respectively, and Tata STA
Airlines  [Vistarn, which
merged with Arr Indig in
Oetober st yvesr) reporied
the fewest with 17 findings

The DECA chissilied the
observetions into two ole
gories —kwvel | [ serious
sufety conwerns and level 2
fiar less critical ones. Out of

(O TINED ON PAGE 16

DGCAflags 263 salety.-

the total 83 Gndings, 244
wiene bevel 2 whille 19 wene lw
el 1 Vistam and Air India

pevoienied for the mnjority of

the serios ssuies, with 10 Gnd
T kvel | indings. respectively

The aviation watchidig dos
ified that the: nismber ol audit
frelinigs miust be seen n thie
conibesd ol an airline's opera
theriiad seiile, “For adeBnies with
exlensnve  operitions  and
lipge Meet sizes, o higher
mmier of sudil Gndings i
entirely pormal The quan
tem arnd sele of ther activi-
ties mean that such ohserva-
tions refled the breadth amd
depth of their operulions
rather than any  unusual
Inpse. Gobally, avistion regu-
bstors  penitinely  enconbis
similar patterns with mujor

carriers due to the diversity
nnd intenzty of their under
takirgs,” the DGCA muid

Onee adits ame comiplete
aifline=s e inforimed and are
recuianed o respand wath cop
rectve detion plans

The DGCA sibd it cheely
tracks these subimissions Lo
eresare all safety meastins ane
flally pilebreased

“The DGCA dasely moni-
tors these responses abd
ensures that all necessary
FiviaiEred Are L ben o maki
tain arcd enhino: safety stan-
dureds, The DGECA reassures
the travelling publie that
fhese processes are robust
nd that the: presence ol such
Mndings is a testament o
active regulntory oversight,”
the stutement eond uded
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