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DGCA suggests use
of drones for safety
inspections at airports

—
Aneesh Phadmls
Mumnbai

The Directorate General of
Civil Avintion (DGCA) is in-
specting sirports o ensure
implementation af afl :u.['utr

procedures.
This comes in the back-
of June 7 incident at
Dielhi wheen a step ladder and
ground equipment hit three
parked Air India aireraft
after being swept mway by

RSty winds.

O June 19, Derector Gerni-
eral Wir Vikram  Yaday
chaired 2 meeting to review
preparedness of sirports for
the momoon Insnsctions
wmﬁi\umwild]irnhuud
maragement, sirside sureeil-
lance and rumway condition
Egesdment.

Airports have been ad-
vised o explore I'hcpu-s!dl:ril-
ity of using drones for in-
spectiong sushject 1]
regulatory  approvald s

BIY ASSessments.

SAFETY MEASURES
Inclement wimther enhances
risks of safety incidents and
achlents ml.'haunu'nn_v X
cursions and bird serikes.
Airports have also been dir-
ected to  ensime _|;rr.|u.r|.d
handling equipment is prup-
erly secured in order to pre-
vert accidems. The regu-
lator has aleo asked airports
o femove undsed eqiip-
ment from operational aress.
DGCA officers are check-
ing whether airports have 2l
procedures in place  amd
ground stafl is trained 1o
take necessary safety ac-

e e—— i
inclement weather enhances
ks of accidents such s
mumsay excursions and bird
sirikes

Lond.  Airport  operafors
earry out dly inspections of
ruway and airgide areas w
check numwany condition, sur-
face Hghts and sigmage. In-
spections are also done on
the basis of pilot obgerva-
tond o remove ainy foreign
ohjects or debris. Rumway
friction tests are also con-

Airport Limited {MIAL) sald
that it completed runway
maintenance activites last
manth shead of monsoon,
“The scope of work in-
chuded pavement mainten-
ance, electrical checks across
airfiebd ground Eghting svs-
tems anad substations, mibber
removal, surface marking
and le drain clean-
irg. Technical teams also in-
spected rumway  intersec-
Gond, over 3000 ruivway
lighes and eritical cable net-
works supporti rhitd
iu{nmn[i:fr h:m :ﬁ
navigational gystems to en-

sare |.|:1J|:|I!|.'1.'.r|.|'[:l'.|.-|.1 Pﬂ'fm'm-

ance,” MIAL said.
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Private airports seek rollback of
landing, parking concessions

Raobit Vald
herm Dok

Private adirport operators
huwve wrged the Centre to dis-
comtifue the temporary 25
per cent reduction in linding
and parking charges for do-
mirgtic flights once the three-
mumth relief period expires
|:|'|Ju|!'7,marﬁ.

Accordingly, the Assod-
ation of Private Alrpart Op-
erators (APACH said the dr-
cumstances that warranted
such concession hawve sub

srantially ensed.

In o representation to the
Mimistry al Civil
Aviation, APAD sought res-
toration of the =riff rome-

wurk approved by the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority [AERA) after the
expiry of the temporry e
lief grameed by AERA.

According to the repres-
rmbation, Lhe concesion was
conceived a4 an exceptional
and time-bowund measure to
support airlines amid pre-
vailing nwpuligal
challenges.

Hosweser, al It operat
ors gaid the UPLTJI‘I.I.I'IH -
onment has gince stabikised
considerably, reducing the
need for continsed regalae-
Oy SUppOTL.

“In these drcumstances,
the comtinuetion of the con-
ceszio beyond the originally
stipubated 'Pznm] would no
lorger be justified ™ the rep-
resentation stated.

Begides, :|i.|]:u'.||.1 Operators
wid they continue to incur
substantial fixed costs and
make ongoing ivestments

REWVENUE HIT. &z perthe APAD, !m;m_ng the concession
would result in under-recovery of revenue requirements,
affecting future infrastructure development

in infrastructure, slety, se-
curity, technobogy, ustain-

ahiliry and capacity
enhancement.
ADVERSE EFFECT

As per the representation,
extendi the concession
woukd result in under-recov-
ery of AERA-approved rev-
ene uirements, ad-
versely  affecting  Anancial
sustainability 2= well = fu-

tiire infrastructire
development.
The operstors further

pointed out that newly-com-
misgioned wrports reguire
regulatory stability and pre-
dictable cash flows for opera-
tional stabilisation along
with lomg-term viahility.
Notahly, they said restor-
lu};tb::mpu’wmhm'iﬂ:!m‘\-
ture after the expiry of the
e ¢ relied would
humliuhud mgul:t:.:;'
'pr.iul.'iph:-.s. effure zqujlul:.lu
treatment of stakeholders a5
well as safeguard the finan-

cial health of the aviation
sectasr.

T addirion, ai oper-
ulmhuwmqmmaﬁu
Ea.nd.in;g {ee revenise fo
durh'tg the relief peri be
permitted a5 2 dedoction
from the revenue share or
cancessinn fee pavable to the
rurpm:r.h'uauthm'iﬁulhuing
FY27.

FRESERVING INTERESTS
The Tm operafors pro-
psed the dedocted :l.'ruﬁ.l.nt
cosld subsequently be remit-
e muthorities
without mterest or penaliy
once recovered by ai

operators rhn:ugh the tarilf
pruing-up mechamism.,

The operators sxid such an
arrangement would provide
imerim liquidity o meet
debt servicing obligations
and ensure inmal coa-
ity while preserving the
ecomomic  interess of all

stakeholders through even-
tual gettbement.
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Kishan: Warangal airport
to take wing within a year

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 29

Umion minister . Kishan
Reddy on Monday said the
Warangal airport would
be operational within a
year and pledged to be
among the first passen-
gers there, promising to
land in the city on the
imaugural flight.
Speaking at the party's
booth workers meeting in
Warangal, he presented
detailed report card of
Central projects for the
city and challenged
claims by Congress and
BRS that the Centre had
neglected local develop-
ment. He invited rival
leaders to a public debate
at Martyrs Memorial or
Ambedkar Chowrasta,
saying the BJP would
present project details.
Kishan Reddy w vot-
ers to opt for a doable
engine government for
comprehensive develop-
ment. He appealed to vot-
ers to elect a BJP mayor in
the upcoming municipal
palls, promising to secure
funds for Warangal from
the Prime Minister if the
party won. He announced
that construction of a 30
acre railway terminal
would begin next month.
Prime Minister Nare
Modi would perform the
ground-breaking ceremo-
ny this year for the pro-
posed Sammakka Sarakka
Tribal University, he said.
Eishan Reddy said
Warangal. despite never
having elected BJP MLAs
or MPs, shared a special
fondness and respect for
Modi. Kishan Reddy
accused successive BRS
and Congress govern-
ments of neglecting the

BJP national president Nitin Nabin, Union ministers G.
Kishan Reddy and Bandi Sanjay Kumar, MP and senior
BJP leader Dr K. Laxman and BJP state president M.
Ramchander Rao along with other leaders at the
party's booth-level meeting in Warangal an Monday.

BJP committed to
tribal welfare: Nabin

MNARLAGIRI YADAGIRI | DC
HAMNAMEOMNDA, JUNE 29
BJP  president Nitin

Nabin on Monday said the
Cenfre was committed to
the welfare of tribal com-
munities and had taken
measures to curb Left-
Wing Extremism across
the country He said
extremist activity had
declined in states such as
Telangana,  Jharkhand
and hhattisgarh,
enabling development in
affected regions.
Addressing tribal repre-
sentatives in Warangal,
Mabin said efforts were
being made to ensure that

benefits of Central wel-
fare schemes reach tribal
communities at the grass-
roots level and in remote
areas, He interacted with
representatives of
Lambada, Koya, Gond and
Chencha  communities
and heard their concerns
related to education,
healthcare, employment
and socio-economic devel-
opment. Nabin, who is on
a three-day visit to
Telangana, addressing
party functionaries,
stressed the importance of
strengthening booth-level
organisation and main
taining contact with the
public.

city, and stated that the

Modi government has
sanctioned about T17,000
crore  to  transform

Warangal into a major
urban centre.
Kishan Reddy said the

long awaited Kazipet rail
coach factory has been
brought to Warangal. with
roughly 50 per cent of
work complete and coach
production expected to
start by January 2027.
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Airport capex
tohitT4.2L cr

Indias airport infrastructure
sector is expected to attract
investmentsof up to ®4.2lakh
crore by 2020, according 1o a
report by Brickwork Ratings.
The estimate includes ®37
lakh crore worth of
announced and ongoing pro-
jects, along with nearly ®05
lakh erore in projects likely to
be  commissioned by
2029 The sector is expected to
maintain strong momentum
in FY27, supported by rubust
domestic air traffic growth
and expanding airportcapac-
ity.
Passenger traffic is projeced
to grow 8-10%, driven by ris-
ing demand from Tier-2 cities
and upcoming greenfield air-
ports such as Navi Mumbai
and Jewar.
Informist
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Laser beam targets IndiGo
flight during landing at airport

FPJNews Service
SURAT
—
A major aviation safety scare
unfolded at Surat Intern-
ational Airport on Saturday
night after an IndiGo flight
arriving from Delhi was tar-
geted with a powerful green
laser beam during its final
approach to the runway. The
incident, which occurred at
one of the most critical stages
of the landing process, pro-
mpted an immediate security
response, with the Central
Industrial  Security Force
(CISF), Alrport Authority of-
ficials and local police lau-
nching a search operation to
trace the source of the laser.
According o airport so-
urces, the IndiGo aireraft was
approximately 8 nautical miles
from the runway threshold
when the pilot noticed an n-
tense green laser beam fla-
shing from about 2 nautical
miles to the right of the ext-
ended centre line. The laser
briefly illuminated the coc-
kpit, prompting the pilat to
immediately alert Air Traffic
Control (ATC) about the po-

tentinlly dangerous inter-
ference.
Treating the matter as a

serious breach of aviation
safety, airport authorities
coordinated with the CISF and

Surat police, who traced the
suspected origin of the laser to
the Katargam area. Search
teams subsequently inspected
several high-rise residential
buildings in the locality to id-
entifythe person responsible.

"Passenger safety remains
our highest priority, and no
compromise will be made in
matters affecting flight op-
erations,” airport security
officials said while confirming
that the investigation is un-
derway.

Aurthorities pointed out that
the use of high-powered laser
devices or drones in the vi-
cinity of airports s a puni-
shable offence under aviation
safety regulations, as such
devices can seriously interfere
with aircraft operations.

This is not the first such in-
cident in Surat. In February
last vear, a similar laser beam
used during a wedding cel-
ebration in the Dumas area
disrupred an aircraft during
landing. Following a com-
plaint to the Dumas police,
the laser display was im-
mediately shut down.
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EXPORT DEMAND, IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE AMONG FACTORS

Abad air cargo bucks trend,
international freight up 35%

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Even asthe ong-
oing West Asia crisis continu-
es todisrupt global aviation ro-
utes and add to operating costs
for airlines, Ahmedabad’s in-
ternational air cargo business
is showing little sien of slo-
wing down. Exports of phar-
maceuticals, engineering pro-
ducts and chemicals helped
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) Airport re-
gister strong growth in inter-
national freight volumes in
April. bucking the trend seen
at several major airports
across the country

The airport handled 5,893.7
metric tonnes (MT) of interna-
tional cargo in April 2026, a
jump of 35.1% from 4,361 MT
recorded in April 2025. The
performance stands out at a ti-
me when major cargo gatewa-
vs such as Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad re-
portedly saw average declines
of around 5% in freight traffic
during the same period.

The momentum has been
building for several months.

In Feb 2026, international
cargo volumes at SVPI tou-
ched 5,995.6MT, up 63% from
3,679.5MT in Feb 2025, March
also recorded healthy growth,
with freight volumes rising
17.7% to 5324.9MT from
4.523.3MT a vear earlier:

Cargo valume in metric tonnes

= ®2025® 2026

""““uzm

Fet,-ams
T 5%

I, / 523.3

I 351
A" Y VTR . 35.1%

Airport officials attributed
the sustained rise to a combi-
nation of strong export de-
mand and improved cargo-
handling infrastructure, par-
ticularly the integrated cargo
terminal developed at the air-
port. Engineering goods acco-
unted for the largest share of
exports moving through Ah-
medabad, followed by pharma-
ceuticals, chemicals, fabrics,
courier shipments and seaso-
nal exports of mangoes, air-
port sources said.

Imports, too, remained
strong. Engineering products
topped the list, followed by
electronic and electrical go-
ods, pharmaceuticals, machi-
nery components and gar-
ments.

Industry representatives
said changing global logistics
patterns have also worked in
Ahmedabad’s favour. “Uncer-
tainty in maritime logistics
and longer shipping transit ti-
mes prompted several expor-

ters to shift critical and time-
sensitive consignments from
sea to air freight. Gujarat also
continues to witness healthy
demand from European mar-
kets, particularly for enginee-
ring and pharma products,
which contributed significant-
v to the increase in cargo volu-
mes despite disruptions cau-
sed by the West Asiacrisis,” sa-
id ICC Gujarat president Pat-
hik Patwari.

The growth is particularly
noteworthy because airlines
operating international rou-
tes have been dealing with
longer flying distances and
higher costs as a result of air-
space restrictions and geopoli-
tical tensions in West Asia. De-
spite these challenges, expor-
ters in Gujarat have continued
torely on air cargo for high-va-
lue and time-sensitive ship-
ments, helping Ahmedabad
emerge as one of the brighter
spots in the country’s air fire-
ight sector.
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Govt hikes windfall tax on petrol,
cuts levy on diesel, ATF exports

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JUN 30

The Central government on
Tuesday hiked the windfall tax on
petrol exports, while reducing the
levy on diesel and aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) exports. The
revised rates will come into effect
from Wednesday (July 1)
However, there is no change in the
existing excise duty on petrol and
diesel meant for domestic con-
sumption.

The levy was also intended to
discourage excessive exports and
prevent refiners from benefiting
disproportionately from higher
international fuel prices during
the ongoing regional crisis. With
the reduction of levy on jet fuel or
ATF, the air travels, however, is
expected to be cheaper as flight
tickets may come down to some
extent.

» THE %U“Emuﬁur had first
m ex evy on
diepsﬁe and ATF ﬂ March 27
amid escalating tensions in West
Asia, with the duty rates
reviewed every fortnight. An
export duty on petrol was intro-
duced later, from May 16.

Issuing a notification, the
finance ministry also said that
special additional excise duty
(SAED) on petrol exports has been
raised to 4 per litre from 1.5 per
litre. “At the same time, the gov-
ernment reduced the SAED on
diesel exports to T8.5 per litre
from 214 per litre, while the levy
on ATF exports has been lowered
to 7.5 per litre from 2125 per
litre,” it said.

The ministry, however, clarified
that there is no change in the
existing excise duty on petrol and

diesel meant for domestic con-
sumption, meaning retail fuel
prices are unaffected by the latest
revision. The government had
first imposed the export levy on
diesel and ATF on March 27 amid
escalating tensions in West Asia,
with the duty rates reviewed every
fortnight. An export duty on petrol
was introduced later, from May 16.

The export duties were intro-
duced to ensure adequate domes-
tic availability of petroleum prod-
ucts and prevent exporters from
benefitin disproportionately
from higher international fuel
prices following the conflict in
West Asia.

When the duties were initially
imposed, state-owned oil compa-
nies were exempted from paying
the export levy on petrol, diesel
and ATF sI.Iplplied to Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Srl
Lanka.
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Air India Express eyes expansion
into Europe, plans Georgia entry

SPREADING WINGS. Carrier aims to boost Malaysia presence; prepares to add domestic routes in 2026

HoHt Vaid
e Dl

Tata Group-promoted  Alr
India 238 b8 set o ex-
pand les International foor-
int into Europe, with the
ﬂllnmn aeﬂvnlfpetw!mﬂng
the launch of non-stop sar-
vices w Georgha during the
ing winter schedule,
sources told husipessline.

When contacted, the air-
line did not respond 1o biee-
newsline's queries.

Sources sald the propoesed
entry inte Easern Ewrope
forms part of the airline's
broader SITategy w
strengrthen Irs intermational
nerwork across short-to-me-
dium hanl markers.

Besides, the airline has re-
stored nearly 80 per cent of
its Wesr Asla operations and
currently serves 13 degrina-
tlons across the Gulif, main-
taining its leadership pOﬁL—
tion on
strategically-important !n.-
dja-uﬁplfcni'r:dnr.

HETWORK SCALE-UP. The proposed entry into Exstern
Exrope forma part of the airline's broader strategy to strengthen
its international network across short-to-medism haul markets

Further, sources pointed
out that Soarheast Asia had
emerged a3 anocher key
growth market for the
alrline.

Following recent nerwork
additlons Bangkok and
Phuket, the airdine, sources
sald, Is evaluating opportun-
irles to expand its presence

in Malavsia. Alongside itz in-
teemational expansion plang,
sources indicared that Alr In-
dia Express i preparng to
lanneh ar lest five new do-
mestle gervices n 2026,

NETWORK EXPANSION
From a network spanning 42
domestle and 16 inrerns-

tional destimarions, the akr-
line i= steadily buklding one
of India's shvort-haul
FOUTE RETWOrks across South
Asla, Southeast Asia, West
Asiaand, potentially, Eastern
Europe.

According 1o sources, the
airdine's ex jon arr
has forused on “disciplined
and  sustaipable growth
through nerwork and feet
expansion while maintaining
operational consistency and
service srandards™.

KEY MILESTONE
Notably, Alr India Express
recently crossed the 100-akr-
craft milestone, with nearly
two-thirds of s fleer com-
prising new-generation air-
craft, supparting both scale
and operational efficlency.
Since its privatization in
2022, the airline has nearly
doubled its capacity and
tripled irs marker share,
meaking itone of ndia's fast-
eqt-growing cartiers.

Meamwhile, passenger
raffic has also WUSL

more than 25 per cent year-
on-year, reflecting nsm,g de-
mand across irs nerwork.

RATING BOOST
Additionally, the airline re-
contly secured a  4-Srar
Skytrax rating in is firs-
ever audit, marking a signi-
ficant milestone in its trans-
formarion journey.

The carrier, which be
ag a relatively small airfine

uartered in Kochi, has

since evolved into a pan-In-
dia and inrermational oper-
atoE.As per sources, Alr Indes
Express s positioning irself
as a value carrier by offering
a differentiared Egmraiwt that
bridges the gap peetl Tra-
dirional low-cost airlines and
full-service carriers.

Looking abead, sources
added thar Abr India E
has cutlined plans 1o achieve
a 25 per cent domestic mar-
ket share by FY 21, supporred
bya plamm:rd fleet nfgm alr-
craft, representing a
threefold expansion from s
Clrrent scale.
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Centreraises
duties on

petrol export,
cuts levyon

diesel &ATF

SAllRAY ANAMND
Hew Delhi, June 30

THE GOVERMMEMT OM Tucs
day raised the export duty on
peiral while mducdng levies on
diesel and mviation turtdne fusl
l:;'l.'ri'l for the fortnight begin-
ningJuly 1, recalibrating the tax
structure in line with move
ments m global crude and
refined product prices.

The spedaladditional exdse
duty on petrol exportshas been
increassd to 04 et litre from
£1.5 per litre, In contrast, the
bevyon diesel exporis has been
reduced to $8.5 per litre from
14 per litra. while the dutyon
ATFex ponx hasbesn cutto?7.5
perlitrefrom €125 perlitme,

The mevised rates will come
intoeffect on july 1. The govem
ment reviews theselevis every
fortnight based on the averape
intermationalpr cesof crudeoil,
petml, diesel and ATFduring the
preceding review period.

I:scl:lu.rl duitles o d lesel and
ATF were first imposed on
March 27 amid the West Asia
crisis to discourage overseas
shipments and safeguard
domestic fuel supplies, Petral
exportswenebrought under the
levy fromMay 16

The government has also
expanded the scope of exemip-
tions available to public sector
ol marketing companles,
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In a first, GAGAN
guides Airbus' landing

Indian
aviation, an IndiGo Airbus A320 has
successfully completed a satellite-

guided landing using India's home-
grown GAGAN navigation system.
The demonstration flight was
conducted on June 27 under
the supervision of DGCA.
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NCLAT upholds order to pay

PF dues to Jet Airways staff

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Tuesday upheld an NCLT order
directing Jet Airways’ liquidator to pay provident
fund (PF) and gratuity dues to workmen and
employees in full. The NCLAT rejected pleas by
SBI and other banks that payment of PF, gratuity
and pension fund dues be part of the liquidation
estate, where they would be subjected to
competing claims from various creditors under
the IBC distribution mechanism.
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The leadership change cames as IndiGo i scaling
upits international ambitions, wl

IndiGo hires new
HR chief Bakshi

continuing lo reshape IndiGo's top

leadership, inducting a trusted executive
frowm his privately held InterGlobe Enterprises
P Lo, Isto thie airline's C-sulte, On Tuesday
evening, the airline announced the
appointmaent of Kanwal Jeet Singh Bakshias
InaliCro's chiel Tiwman resowrces alficer
(CHROY, replacing Sukhjit Singh Fascicha, who
resigrisd after an cighi-and-a-half-year
stint_Bakshis appointment as group head-HR
ane] CHRC at Dewdia's Lrgest abrline will come
it effect on 20 July.

Pasricha will exit the company after the close
of business on 15 July, according to the
company’s exclhinge Alings. The leaderdhip
change comes as Inditio isscaling up its
international ambitions, making the: humam
resources luncibon incressingly eritheal 1o the
airlime's long-term strategy DIFALI BANKA

I nediGor co-founder Ralul Bhatiais
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‘PE, gratuity payable
in full even if no
separate fund exists’

Tines NEws NETWoORK

Mumbai: In a ruling with
implications for insolvency
casesacross sectors, National
Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal (NCLAT) Tuesday held
that workmen were entitled
to receive their full provident
fund and gratuity dues even
if their employer hadn't ma-
intained separate provident
fund and gratuity accounts.
The appellate tribunal up-
held the rights of hundreds
of formerJet Airways emplo-
yees to receive these statuto-
ry dues outside the airline’s
liquidation estate, while dis-
missing appeals filed by SBI
and other financial creditors.
The dispute arose after
Jet Airways entered liquida-
tion following the collapse of
the Jalan-Fritsch consorti-
um's resolution plan in Nov
2024. The staffers argued that
their providentfund and gra-
tuity dues should not form
part of the liquidation estate
under Section 36(4)(a)(iii) of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), while lenders
contended that such protec-
tion applied only if separate
provident fund or gratuity
funds existed on the liqguida-
tion commencement date.
Rejecting the lenders” ar-
gument, NCLAT upheld Na-
tional Company Law Tribu-
nal's Feb order directing the
liguidator to pay these dues

NCLAT upheld the rights
of former Jet Airways
employees to receive PF
and gratuity dues outside
the airline’s liquidation
estate and dismissed
appeals filed by SBI

and other creditors

outside the liguidation esta-
te. “Theliquidatorisliableto
pay the provident fund and
gratuity dues to the work-
men and emplovees as are
payable to them in terms of
provisions of Employees'
Provident Funds and Miscel-
laneous Provisions Act, 1952
and Pavment of Gratuity
Act, 1972 and such dues shall
not form part of the liquida-
tion estate,” the order said.
Thetribunal, however, de-
clined theemployees’ request
to keep a recovery certificate
issued by the deputy labour
commissioner for salary du-
esfromJantoMarch 2019 out-
side the liquidation estate. It
said these salary claims must
be dealt with under IBC's
waterfall mechanism appli-
cable to workmen's dues.
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