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Terminal building not ready vet,
Noida airport to miss May 15 date

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International
Airport isset tomissits third
deadline on May 15, given by
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, as work on the terminal
building is unlikely to be
complete by then.

While there is no word vet
on the new date, sources indi-
cated thelaunch wasunlikely
within the next two months.

The airport, as of now, is
running one year behind
schedule. Its original deadline
was Sept 29, 2024, which wasre-
vised to April17, 2025. But with
the work on the terminal
building not complete, the date
for domestic flight operation
was revised to May 15 and in-
ternational flight to June 25.

UP has imposed afine of Rs
10 lakh per day on concessio-
naire YIAPL from Jan 1 for the
delay incompletingthe project.

On Tuesday, chief secreta-
ry Manoj Kumar Singh con-
ducted a site inspection in Jew-
ar and met officials from Ya-
muna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL), Tata

File photo

UP has imposed a fine of Z10L per day on YIAPL from Jan 1 for the delay

Projects Limited and Noida In-
ternational Airport Limited
(NIA). Singh will now hold a
stakeholder meeting to set new
completion timelines and sub-
mit a full report within 15days.

At the meeting, the CM
emphasised the need for ur-
gency. Senior officials were
directed to do regular review
meetings and hold direct dis-
cussions with the chairman
of Tata Sons.

While the ecurrent con-

struction status has not been
officially disclosed, the over-
all physical progress of the
project till March 10 was 80%.
The runway and associated
airside infrastructure, which
were 90% complete, were to
be ready by April. The pas-
senger terminal buildingwas
only 80% complete, with steel
roofing and internal finish-
ing still underway. The water
and sewage treatment plants,
both 40% complete, were also

behind schedule.

Though the ATC building
was to be completed by March
31, the commissioning of
CNS/ATM systems by Air-
ports Authorityof India(AAI)
was projected only by April 30.

Officials earlier told the
CM that non-issuance of the
aerodrome licence from Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), along with pend-
ing construction, were major
roadblocks tocommence flight
operation by April 30.

At a DGCA review meet-
ing on March 5, AAI submit-
ted that limited ATC func-
tionality could be achieved
for its inspection after April
30. The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) in-
formed that after reviewing
key safety documents, it had
made some observations that
required compliance. BCAS
said it would need 45 days af-
ter receiving the responses to
issue the security clearance.

At the meeting, YIAPL
was asked to submit oper-
ational scenarios, given the
terminal’s incomplete status.
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Bihar’s airport infrastructure takes
centrestage ahead of Assembly polls

ACCELERATING DEVELOPMENT. Recently, the State government announced p[ans to develop 15 airports

Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

As Bihar heads for Assembly
elections, the key issue
of aviation infrastructure de-
velopment  has  taken
centrestage in the State’s
political circles.

Accordingly, both the
Central and State govern-
ments are accelerating the
development of key airport
projects before the elections,
which are scheduled for
October-November.

Bihar’s airport develop-
ment plans were also fea-
tured in Budget FY26.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, in the Budget,
proposed to facilitate the de-
velopment of greenfield air-
ports in Bihar. “These will be
in addition to the expansion
of the capacity of Patna air-

port and abrownfield airport
in Bihar,” she said.

The massive push for air-
port infrastructure is expec-
ted to play a crucial role in
the political narratives, said
an industry insider, adding
that parties try to showcase
development as a major
achievement to woo voters.

DEVELOPMENT PLANS
Recently, the Nitish Kumar-
led State government an-
nounced plans to develop 15
airports. At present, Bihar
has three operational air-
ports. The move is said to en-
hance air connectivity and
boost regional economic
growth.

Even the Central govern-
ment, via its regional air con-
nectivity Udan scheme,
plans to lay the groundwork
for airports at Valmikinagar,
Birpur, Madhubani, Munger,

UPGRADE PLANNED. Plans are on to decongest Patna airport
by developing a second facility at Bihta, 25 km away

Saharsa and Muzaffarpur.
On its part, the State-run
Airport Authority of India
(AAT) plans to inaugurate a
new terminal building at Pat-
na’s Jay Prakash Narayan In-
ternational Airport by June.
The new terminal building
will  increase passenger
handling capacity from 2.5
million to 10 million annu-
ally. The airport expansion is
expected to enable direct in-
ternational flichts from

Patna, offering greater con-
venience for travellers.

“The ultimate dream of
flyers is to get direct con-
nectivity. This feeling was
aptly summarised by an avi-
ation industry veteran some-
time back in a phrase: “Dir-
ect from Patna to Paris”
might eventually come true,”
an industry insider told
businessline.

Apart from a new terminal
building, efforts are being

made to decongest Patna air-
port by developing a second
such infrastructure facility at
Bihta, located around 25
kilometres from Patna.

As per the industry, AAI
has started work on a civil
enclave at the Bihta Air Force
Station, and commercial op-
erations are expected to be-
gin by 2026. In terms of other
key projects, the operations
at Purnia airport may com-
mence by the mid-to-later
part of this year. Further-
more, an expansion of
Darbhanga airport has been
planned to bring the infra-
structure facility to an inter-
national level.

The Centre has also given
green light for new green-
field airports at Rajgir and a
brownfield one in Raxaul,
along with feasibility studies
that are underway for a new
aero facility at Bhagalpur.



wreara f

AIRPORT

SAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHT

20 APRIL 2025

Telcos fight Noida airport’s
indoor telecom infra plan

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
Hew Delhi, 29 April

A joint front of Reliance Jio, Bharti
Ajrtel, and Vodafone Idea (Vi) is
protesting the Noida International
Ajrport’s (NIAL's) decision to
bypass the telcos in favour of a
third-party infrastructure provider
installing indoor telecom equip-
ment at the upcoming airport.
Earlier this month,
the privaie telcos
had protested against

network coverage and signal qual-
ity within buildings., especially
where external signals struggle.
“Granting exclusive rights to a
third party to instal 1BS infrastrc-
ture (active and passive) effectively
appoints such an entity as a gate-
keeper of RoW and creating a bot-
tleneck. This not only contravenes
legal provisions but also creates a
monopolistic environment, allow-
ing the third-party
te impose arbi-
trary and exorbi-

a similar move by

In a letter addressed
to NIAL chairman and

tant charges,” the

Mumbai Metro. = letter sent on
T g P chief secretary, April 24 said.
addressed to the [RGLCEIGULES LI The telcos
NIAL chairman and [k want to [nstal IBS
the Uttar Pradesh [[ihabtibecsd infrastructure
chiefsecretary earlicr kbl E A within  airport

this week, the telcos
cited existing laws
that mandate
licensed telecom ser-
vice providers will get right of way
{RoW) in public spaces.

Coming up in Jewar in Uttar
Pradesh’s Gautam Buddha Nagar
district, the airport plans to grant
exclusive rights to a third party to
instal in-building solutions (IBS),
that may Iimpose exorbitant
charges on telcos for providing net-
work connectivity, the letter said.
[BS is designed to improve mobile

get right of way in
public spaces

premises that act
as a mini tower,
boosting  signal
strength.
However, they are unwilling to pay
for the infrastructure. They argue
that IBS at public facilities do not
vield substantial revenue, and
serve a common public need.
“RoW permissions in such sce-
narios should thus be viewed not
as a source of revenue by the air-
port but as a facilitative measure in
public interest.” the letter said. It
added that no public authority is

permitted to charge fees for
RoW beyond what is stipulated in
the rules.

While the airport is still in the
process of bringing out a tender to
select an infrastructure partner for
the purpose, telcos have been rais-
ing the issue since August last vear,
said an official with one of the tel-
cos. "Wowadays, telcos have started
jointly putting in connectivity
infrastructure at public places
which is practical since common
infrastructure can be installed.”

To do that, the telcos have
sought the airport authority’s
approval to conduct a joint survey
of the premises.

Earlier this month, the joint
front of telcos had written to the
Mumbai Metro stating that it would
not be able to provide [BS services
at unviable rates offered by the
selected infrastructure partner.
They had instead proposed to offer
connectivity to the IBS network of
Aces India by installing their own
equipment free of cost till the time
there was an agreement on
the matter.

The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation had, in 2023, awarded
a nine-year  contract o
Aces to provide mobile infrastruc-
ture services, including 4G and
56 services.
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BIAL majority stakeholder

Fairfaxin talks for TN airports

Eyeson Hosur
airport & Chennai's

greenfield facility

E.T.B. SIVAPRIYAN
CHENMAI DHNS

airfax Financial Hold-
ings, the majority stake-
holder of Bengaluru In-
ternational Airport Limited
(BIAL), has shown interest in
wo airport projects that the
Tamil Nadu government plans
tobuild in Chennai and Hosur.
Prem Watsa, Chairman
and CEQ of Fairfax Finan-
cial Holdings, discussed the
company’s potential invest-
ment opportunities in Tamil
Nadu with Chiel Minister M
K Stalin during a 45-minute
meeting on Saturday in the
presence of the state’s Infor-
mation Technology Minister,
PT R Palanivel Thinga Rajan.
Witsa, an Indian-Canadian
billionaire businessman whois
on a visit to India, was accom-
panied by Sumit Maheshwari,
managing director and CEQ,
Fairbridge Capital, Ajit Isaac,
chairperson, Quess Corp, and
Har Marar, managing direc-
wrand CEQ, BIAL, during the

hlmmmmm:mmm
TN CMM K Stalin on Saturday.

meeting with Stalin.

“They (the Chiel Minis-
ter and Watsa’s delegation)
discussed various potential
investment opportunities in
Tamil Naduw, including Chen-
nai and Hosur Airports. As
the majority owners ol the
world-class airport in Benga-
luru, theyare keen to leverage
theirexpertise wdevelopsuch
facilities in Tamil Nadu also,”
Thingn Rajan said.

Sources told DFf that Watsa
spoke in detail about the vast
portfolio of his company and
dwelling on his businesses in
India. “Hosur and Chennai
airports did come up for dis-
cussion during the meeting,
which has opened the path
for numerous possibilities
for Fairfax in Tamil Nadu,"a
source inthe know told DH,

Rajan also hosted lunch for
Warsa (the two have known
each other for years) and his
delegation at his residence

after the meeting. The meet-
ing assumes significance with
the Tamil Nadu government
set to decide the location for
Hosur airport and planning
to float bids for choosing a
concessionaire o build the
greenfield focility for Chennai
being planned in Parandur in
anarcacfabout 5,000acres in
Kanchipuram district.

As far as the Hosur airport
is concerned, Stalin will spon
hold a meeting with top offi-
cials w decide the location
from the two shortlisted sites
thar were studied in detail by
the Airpors Authority of India
(AAID).

Tamil Nadu needs a No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
from BIAL due to the conces-
sionaire agreement signed
between the airport operator
and the Union Government
mandated that no such facili-
ty should come up within 150
km till 2033,
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Cabinet approves Shillong-Silchar
highway project of 322,864 crore

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE B Mew Delhi

he Union Cabinet on Wednesday
I approved the development of a
166.80 km greenfield high-speed
corridor from Mawlyngkhung in
Meghalaya to Panchgram in Assam on
hybrid annuity mode at a total cost of
T22,864 crore. According to an official
statement, the project length of 166.80
km (NH-6) lies in Meghalaya (144.80
km) and Assam (22 km).

“"The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has approved
the propoesal for the development,
maintenance and management of fowr-
lane greenfield access-controlled 166.80
km of National Highway No & {rom
Mawlyngkhung (near Shillong) in
Meghalaya to Panchgram (near Silchar)
in Assam on hybrid annuity mode... At
a total capital cost of 22,864 crore,” it
added. The proposed greenfield
high-speed corridor will improve the
service level for the traffic moving
between Guwahati to Silchar, the
statement noted.

"The development of this corridor
will improve the connectivity to Tripura,
Mizoram, Manipur and the Barak Valley
region of Assam from mainland and
Guwahati with substantially reduced
travel distance and travel time,” it said,

adding that this will, in turn, contribute
to the enhancement of logistics
efficiency of the nation.

Briefing the media, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the development of this
corridor will improve the connectivity
to Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur and the
Barak WValley region of Assam from
mainland and Guwahati with substan-
Hally reduced distance and travel time.

The corridor will improve connectiv-
ity between Assam and Meghalaya and
spur economic development, including
the development of industries in
Meghalaya, as it passes through the
cement and coal production areas
of Meghalaya

g

ik i

Unian Mirgster Ashwini Vaishnaw briafs the madia on Cabinet decsions in New Dethi on
Wednesday

As per the statement, this corridor
will cater to the national and inlerna-
tional tourists coming from well-con-
nected Guwahati Airport, Shillong
Alrport, and Silchar Afrport (via exist-
ing NH-06), connecting Guwahati
tor Silchar.

This would connect scenic places of
tourist attraction in the Northeast and
promote tourism. This critical infra-
structure project will improve inter-city
connectivity between Guwahati,
Shillong and Silchar, traversing through
Ri Bhoi, East Khasi Hills, West Jaintia
Hills, East Jaintia Hills in Mtgl\ala].'a
and Cachar district in Assam and
reduce congestion on existing NH-06
and eénhance transporl infrastructure

FTi

development in line with the PM Gati
Shakti National Master Plan.

The statement said that upon comple-
tion, the Shillong — Silchar Corridor
will play a pivotal role in regional eco-
nomic growth, improving connectivity
between Guwahati, Shillong, Silchar,
Im]:rhai, Aizawl] and Agartala. The pro-
ject aligns with the Government’s vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat, enhancing
infrastructure while generating employ-
ment and fostering socio-economic
development in Meghalaya, Assam,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura, it
added. The statement also said the pro-
ject will generate 74 lakh man-days
(direct) and 93 lakh man-days (indirect)

employment.
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Air India’s fuel bill to soar on Pak airspace closure

.l.neuh Phadnis
Muimita

Air India sircraft operating
from Delhi w the US will
burn arcund 10 ronnes exerea
fuel per fight with an in-
crease in Mving time due 1o
the closure of Pakistan air-
space, airline saurces zaid.

The airline’s emploves
and engineering  expenses
arc also s¢t to rise. However,
the airline will be able to save
on hote] accommuodation ex-
penses in Copenhagen and
Vienma as it has secured the
nodd of the Directorate Gen
cral of Civil Aviation to oper-
are  one-stop  outhound
flights wathout a crew change
in transit.

PILOTE CONCERN

While pilots have  voiced
concern abour fatigue duc to
extended work hours, Air In-
dia officials say extra rest is
being provided during lay

over and on return to base,

Air india has 38 flights daily
{twa way) from Delhi te
Canada, Europe and the US

Air India has 38 flights
daily {rwoway) from Delhito
Canada, Europe and the US.
While the outbound flights
o the LIS West Coast are tak-
ing the route over the Pacific
Creean, those Aying to the US
East Coast are taking a re-
fuelling halt in Vienna or
Copenhagen,

These flights from Dethi
are taking a longer southern
roaite crossing Gujarat and
Iram into Europe extending
by arpund 60 minutes. Apart

from this, fuel burn will also
be impacted by the addi-
rional landing and takeoff in
Europe, This is because the
rate of fuel bum is at the
highest during the take off
and climb phase of a fligh,

Mormally, Air India air-
craft w New York of Chicago
consume 85-125 tonnes of
fuel hased on the aircraft
ype, pavlead and wind
conditions

The airline's maintenance
cos1s tonwill rise as Air India
needs emgineering support
in Copenhagen and Vienna
for its US and Canada flights.

Ume-s1 ights will also
add up tuﬁcﬂ:ﬁt a8 aircraft
checks and maintenance
schedules are based on the
number of hours an aircraft
flics and the number of
cycles it performs (2 takeofl
and landing is a fight cyele).
However, sources say the of-
fects of the doubling of flight
cyeles would be seen aver the
long term.

The immediate impact is

being felt on operations and
maintenznce schedules. In
the normal course, flights
from the US would land in
Delhi in the morning and
thus Air India could utilise
the same aircraft for a do
mestic fight in the after-
oo,

Alternatively, muainten-
ance action could be carried
out on it before night US de
parture. “Now that window

is getting squeezed,” a
source said,
“Wie are evaluating the im-

pact of airspace closure.
Everything is being azsessed
on how it impacts our net
worly, the impact on passen-
gors and so.an,™ an airline ox-
ecutive said.

While no one is quite cer-
tain when the border tension
will end, Air Indiaofficials re
muin firm on maintsining
the current scale of opera-
tions. “Pakistan may well
want T dismapt our opera-
tions, but we will not ler thar
happen,” an official asserted,
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AUTHORITIES, AIRLINES LOOK FOR A WAY AROUND ISLAMABAD'S AIR BLOCKADE

India Plots a thb

Sky Strategy

Defence, civil aviation &
external affairs ministry
officials met last week
todiscuss alternatives

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: From decongesting
the western airspace to finding a
new flight path, top executives of
air navigation authorities and air-
lines are huddled up to find mitiga-
tion steps to reduce the impact of
Pakistan's airspace blockade.

Air India and IndiGo are being
forced to alter multiple routes lea-
dingtoescalating fuel expense and
longer journey times after Pakis-
tan shut its airspace following the
terrorist attack at Pahalgam.

People aware of the develop-
ment said that last week, officials
of defence, external affairs and
civil aviation ministries met to
discuss alternatives.

Airlines were asked to examine
thefeasibility of a route where air-
craft from Delhi can reach the

Air India, IndiGo Fuel expenses "
being forced to alter | rising as well as
multiple routes longer journeys

Airlines were asked to examine the

feasibility of a route through Hindu Kush

Alternate routes T
being made
to decongest
western
airspace

north of Leh and then fly over the
Hind Kush entering Kyvrgyvzstan,
Tajikistan enroute to Europe or
North America bypassing Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan.

In 2021, Air India had started fly-
ing the route marked as Papa 500
on aeronautical charts, However,
that needs the plane to fly over Pa-
kistan for a short time which must
be avoided now, meaning the air-
craft has to fly more north and en-
ter Chinese airspace.

“Airlines have been asked to
check the feasibility of the route

following

which  govern-
ment can reach out to China for
permission. This could offer direct
access to Europe and USA without
requiring a halt,” a government of-
ficial aware of the plan said.

Due to the closure by Pakistan,
flights between north India and
Europe and North America, are
flying south close to Ahmedabad;
then turn right over the Arahian
Sea to head to Muscat enroute to
the destinations.

This is forcing Air India to take

t Path L

one stop halts for its
flights to US. IndiGo
saidaround 50 routes
could be impacted,
whileflights to Cen-
tral Asia have been
stopped.

However, airline
officials said it will
alsorequire additio-

nal training for crew
to operate in such
high altitude and the
aircraft should also ha-
ve more than 22 minutes
of oxvegen on board due to
the high terrain.
Most aircraft have cylindersto

“supply oxveen to overhead masks

for 12-15 minutes per passenger
thatdeploys in case of de-pressuri-
sation in the cabin.

This time is enough for the pla-
ne to descend to 10,000 feet after
which they are in an ambient en-
vironment safe for humans ac-
cording to manuals of Boeing,
which makesthe 777aircraft. Ho-
wever, aircraft overflying Hin-
dukush can descend only after
clearing the range.

Hence, it requires extra cylin-
ders to supply oxvegen to overhead

o Skip Pak

passenger masks for 25-30 minutes.
Currently afewof AirIndia's older 777
aircraft are fitted with extra oxygen
but the planes it has leased after priva-
tisation do not have that.

“Adr India will have to do a safety fea-
sibility study and fit extra oxygen in
the planes for flving the routes. It is a
very complex operation and it will not
be allowed without ensuring 100% sa-
fety ™ a government official said.

The ministry of civil aviation didn't
respond to ET s queries.

According to a Notice to Alrmen (NO-
TAM), which was reviewed by ET, the
Airports Authorityof India, whichma-
nages airtraffic control, has instructed
pilots flving from Kolkata, Mumbai,
Hyvderabad and Pune to fly more south
before flying over Arabian Sea.

“Due to aircraft flving from north
India coming to Ahmedabad the rou-
te is heavily congested requiring mo-
re horizontal distance to be maintai-
ned between two planes which incre-
ases time, So, we are segregating
them into different waypoints,” an
airtraffic controller said.

Mumbai air traffic control has also
deployed additional staff to handle the
increased movements while Rajkot
airport in Gujarat is being kept open
24/ 7 for any emergency landing,
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India closes
its airspace

to airlines
from Pakistan

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India on  Wednesday
banned Pakistan airlines
from using its airspace
amid escalating tensions
with the neighbouring
country in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack.

Sources said that a NO-
TAM (Notice to Airmen)
has been issued that bars
Pakistan airlines from us-
ing the Indian airspace.

The move comes a week
after Pakistan barred In-
dian carriers from using its
airspace.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s
national carrier on Wed-
nesday cancelled all flights
to and from northern areas
in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir due to security rea-
sons, local media reports
said. Officials said the mea-
sures are precautionary
and aimed at ensuring na-
tional airspace security
during the  regional
tension.
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India bars all Pak flights
from entering its airspace

Warns Pakistan against unprovoked
ceasefire violations along LoC

MPOST BUREAL

NEW DELHI: India on
Wednesday banned Pakistani
airlines from using its airspace
amid escalating tensions with
the neighbouring country in
the wake of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack. The airspace do-
sure will be in ct from
April 30 to May 33, 125,

Sources said that a
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen )
hias been issued that bars Pak-
istani airlines from using the
Indian airspace. The devel-
opment comes a week after
Pakistan barred Indian car-
riers from using its airspace.

In a direct warning to
Pakistan, India on Tuesday
raised concerns over cease-
fire violations along the Line
of Control (LoC) during a
hotline conversation between
the directors general of mili-
tary operations {(GMOs) of
both countries, officials said
on Wednesday.

The communication fol-
lowned a series of firings by the
Pakistan Armvy starting Fri-
day night in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Baranmulla and Kupwara
districts, breaching the 2021
ceasefire  understanding.
According to military sources,

TAKEAWAYS

effect from April 30
to May 23, 2025

o A Motice to Airmen
haos been Esuwed

Indian forces responded to
these incidents in a “measured
manmner’.

“The Indian DGMO con-
veyed Mew Delhis strong
concern over unprovoked fir-
ing,” a defence source famil-
iar with the discussions said.
“Such violations risk escala-
tion and undermine mutual
understandings.”

Although described as
part of a routine weekly
exchange held every Tuesday,
the timing of this conversa-
tion coincided with height-
ened tensions after the April
22 terrorist  Comfinued on P4

India bars

attack in Pahalgam that left 26
people dead. India is currently weigh-
ing options 1o respond to that assanlt,
which it has linked to cross-border ele-
ments. Meanwhile, officials said firing
from Pakistani posts extended 1o the
intermational border in the Pargwal
sector on Tuesday night. There was no
immediate report of casualties.

Following the Pahalgam attack,
India announced several retaliatory

s, inchuding halting the Indus
{!EL'I.’E Tn.'al}:.tgsrahng the Attari land
crossing, and scaling down diplomatic
ties with Tslamabad.

In an internal meeting with mili-
tary leaders, Pnﬂt Minister NMarendra
Modi said the armed forces have full
freedom Lo determine India’ response.
“This is a national resolve.” a sendor
government official quoted him as say-
ing In reaction, Pakistan shuit its aie-
space 1o Indian flights and ended trade
relations, i ing third-party com-
meerce. Islamabad dismissed Indias
meowe ko suspend the waler treaty
and warned that any attempt to block
water flows would be considered an
“act of war” WATH AGENCY IHPOTS
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Empty seats on a Delhi-Srinagar flight on Tuesday at a time Kashmir is witnessing a decline
in fourism in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack. (PT1)
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