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AAl note on bldg
height fuels hope
for Juhu redevpt

new Airports Authority
{ N of India cireular on the
functioning of high frequen-
cy transmitters near airpo-
rts and its effect on vertical
growth brings a ray of hope
to some 50-60 stuck redevel-
opment projects in and aro-
und Juhu. The March 18 cir-
cular said a regional comm-
ittee would study zones, eva-
luate their implications on
aviation safety, and formula-
te norms for permissible bu-
ding heights on a case-to-c-
ase basis. Due to height cu-
rbs on plots within 1 km radi-
us from a HF transmitter ra-
dar, several redevelopment
projects at Juhu had become
unviable for developers.P2
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AAI to form panel for building height clearances on a case-to-case basis
Circular On Impact Of High Frequency Transmitters May Provide Hope To 50+ Stuck Juhu Redevpt Plans

Mauzer Bharscha
@timesofindia.com

Mumibai: A pew Alrports Authority
of India{AAThcireularon the impact
al’ high frequency (HF) transim iters
affecting vertical growthcould bring
arayof hopetostock redevelopment
projects inand around Jubsares
“The March 16, 2006, circulnr said
a roghonal commithos woudd b cons-
tituter] to stndy ones, evaluate their
implications on avistion sefety and
fornmulste puidelines for permissib-
b building hetghts on a case-tocises
basis “There is a demand for revie-
wing the regulathns for safepnar-

ding ol high frequency transmillers,
There are no clear standamds or gui-
e bimes frvam FCACH IntErmationsd O
wil Aviation Organisation) and these
resstricthons are affecting vertieal g
owthol metropolitan cities.” it said.

duhn residents said some 5060
rechevaloproent projocts of over 3540
year-old buildings are hobd up Teeto
hedghi resirictions, permissible buil
ding heights for plots withinl kmoa-
chines frown & high requency transmil
ter radar at Juhn have been drasti-
cally reshuced, making redevelop-

it L bl o developers.
Architect Manoj Daisaria said,
“The cormmmiimes will adopt & more
ruarced, plot-specific approach now
rather than applying banket restric
thons. [t s expected thist thero may e
aeape for height relaxations in the

eastorn parts of Juhu whene HF

transmitters are located while strie
tor controls miy continue on theooe
an-facing side. which lies within the
landing apprmach zone Oserall, the

committes will study each plot indi-

widheally and recommend permissib

Iis hilghts aceondingly, alming 1o ta
lance aviation safety requirements
with urhan developrment polential”

Mzjority of projects in these loca-
thors frvobve redevelopment of’ Mha
it colonies gnd slum mehabilitation
tor which additional incentive finor
space index (FSI) &= n-uul.n-d o be
eomsumed 1o make these 5 vi-
able. FSI defines how much can be
built on o plot.

Eardier, & unlform hekght of 57
metres above meansea lovel (AMSL)
was permitted within these areas;

o, diie loslsedqiient operatio-
nal constraints, parmissible helghts
e reduod 10 43 m ANMSL 0 cErt
in #ones and further down o 34 m
AMSL in zones choser 1o critical are-
s These restrictions hove sigmifl-
canidy fmpacted redevedopment po-
bential and overall development fiso-
sibility within the affectsd lnealities.

Uneber the circular, no structure
will be permitted within 100 metres
o thetransmitier anlenmns, between
OOy ], 2000 m froen the antenna
cenires, struciures are allowed bot

coinie Ui ceriin restrictons

A property market source saijd,
“Instesad of blanket restriction, the
circuilar bas allowed controlled deve-
logement by elearty deflning resirict
el mones and permitting conduct of
cperntional impart analysis stody
by & highly technical teaum of comim-
umiation and navigstion experts, ai-
rport ofliciaks and high frequency co
munEcHtion equipment svstomen-
ineers They will dedermine wheth-
er the proposed building woubd actu-
Elly affect signaks required for bone-

distance  airerafl  commumieation
it sujmest any meastres regikned
o be pdeptedd for mitigation.”
Thecireular his |k steps invo-
Ived in comsbucting and apgroving
the lnel ings including levels of hier
mrety for approving the additional
burilding hedghis and detatled proes-
55 {0 b fiodlovwverd n this negand. “Met-
haodical and timeely adoption of the
cireular will allow controlled urban
development withowt compromisi-
ng miathon safirty, which is especial
Iy challenging in Mumbai with fully
Fuarsetbomal airporisat Sanimeruz and
Juhu, both within dose proximity
and within city limits " safdasouree,
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IGI Airport’s Terminal 3 set to have
three int’l piers starting next week

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Terminal 3 of Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport is set to be reposi-
tioned as an international-heavy
terminal as part of a broader
sirategy to turn the airport into a
global transit hub, with a newly
converted transfer facility at
“Pier C" expected to become
operational as early as next
week, people familiar with the
development said on Tuesday.

“Pier C at T3 is ready and
international operations are
expected to begin as early as
next week, subject to final clear-
ances,” an official aware of the
development, who asked not to
be identified, said.

Airport piers are generally
long and narrow structures
extending from the main termi-
nal building, serving as parking
positions for aircraft at gates,
allowing passengers to board
and disembark via aerobridges.

The conversion of Pier C will
change the operational layout of
Terminal 3, which currently has
four piers: two international and
two domestic. With Pier C now
designated for international
operations, the terminal will
have three international piers
and one domestic pier, reflecting
a broader shift toward handling

Boosting international travel

® PierCatlGIs T3expected T3 LAYOUT CHANGE

B ENINE K gt » Currently 4 piers ‘s T3to now have
starting next week exist-2int’land - 3int' piers and
» New transfer facility to mestk © Tdomestic
DO Uae Batic ms ,000 PASSENGERS
lA]rsudnhusmtem

proposed for quick

i e SR 45,000

“Indian travellers are now planning trips to southeast
Asia or even central Asia rather than domestie trips.
This pattern raised the need to dedicate an additional
zone to the growing international traffic,” - an official said.

more international traffic at T3.

“Indian travellers are now
seen to be planning trips to
Southeast Asia or even Central
Asia rather than domestic trips.
This pattern raised the need to
dedicate an additional zone for
international traffic,” an official
said. “We also want the country
and Delhi to be recognised as a
hub,” he added.

Terminal 3 currently handles
around 105,000 passengers daily,

including approximately 60,000
international and 45,000 domes-
tic passengers (departures and
arrivals combined), indicating a
growing trend toward interna-
tional operations. Despite the
rise in international traffic, tran-
sit traffic - a key metric for any
global passenger hub - has
remained low. Delhi airport cur-
rently sees around 4,000 inter-
national-to-international transit
passengers daily. “This gap is

now being addressed through
infrastructure and procedural
changes,” said another official.

Officials cited above explained
that the Pier C facility is being
integrated with a proposed air-
side transfer system that will
allow transit passengers to move
between aircraft and terminals
within the secure airport zone,
without entering city-side traffic.
However, regulatory approval
for this airside connectivity via
bus is still awaited.

“The idea is that passengers
should not fear missing flights.
The transfer time becomes pre-
dictable because these buses are
not subject to traffic delays,”
another official said, adding that
the model shifts the responsibil-
ity of tight connections from pas-
SEengers to airport operators.

The passenger handling
capacity at IGI Airport's Termi-
nal | was recently raised from 17
million passengers per annum
(MPPA) to 40 MMPA. Terminal 2
has a capacity of 17 MMPA, and
the soon-to-be sole domestic pier
in T3 is estimated to handle
around 12 MMPA. “The shift
marks a change from earlier
planning, with Terminal 1 and
Terminal 2 catering primarily to
domestic passengers, while Ter-
minal 3 now being reoriented to
handle a larger international
traffic,” the official added.
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Alrport36o Expo 2026 focuses on
aviation growth with govt support

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Spotlight falls
on India’s surging air travel
industry at the upcoming Air-
port360 Expo 2026, set for
April 23-24 at Mumbai’s main
exhibition hub. With author-
ities pushing hard to widen
terminal space and modern-
ize runways across regions, the
timing hits a critical point.
Though growth has been
steady, fresh momentum now
drives upgrades in both big cit-
ies and smaller hubs. Behind
closed doors, planners are
aligning timelines while jug-
gling budgets and environ-
mental checks. Even remote
airstrips see attention as con-
nectivity becomes priorig' one.
While travelers face delays
today, long-term shifts aim to
ease congestion by decade’s
end. Still unanswered - how

fast rules can adapt to match
physical progress.

By 2030, passenger flights
inside the country could hit 300
million, while plane numbers
rise shariiy before 2027 - fuel-

ing state-backed plans for faster
economic expansion through
flight networks. Over fifty fresh
airports now rising show how
serious these ambitions are. Put
together by Media Fusion, the
event gathers central players
like carriers, terminal man-
agers, and tech firms, linking
their work to wider targets for

transport links and structural
progress.

Flying into view, the gath-
ering should draw above 2,200
people, made up of 50 display
units along with guests from
over 10 nations, underlining
how India gains ground in
aviation reach. Instead of just
meetings, it puts forward fresh
thinking around airport set-
ups, upkeep eftorts, greener
methods, and digital layers -
sections tied deeply to official
plans aiming at upgrading tran-
sit routes while improving trav-
eler comfort.

Airport displays mirror
efforts aimed at growing flight
infrastructure, linking remote
areas better, while helping India
become central point for cargo
movement. What stands out
is how growth targets tie into
stronger transport networks
across regions.
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Proposal to rename Jewar Airport as
Lord Krishna Airport sent to CM Yogi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

A proposal to rename the
upcoming Noida |ewar
International Airport has
been put forward by
Professor KS Rana, Trade
Commissioner, Gulf Countries
Council (GCC), who has
written to Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath sug-
gesting it be called “Lord
Krishna Airport, Braj Bhumi.”

In his letter, Professor Rana,
who has served Vice
Chancellor to six private
Universities atdifferent point
of time, praised the State
Government's swift and

LS
-

forward-looking efforts in
establishing the airport,
noting its potential to drive
economic growth, industrial
development and entrepre-

neurial

activity across
Uttar Pradesh.

Rana emphasised the cul-
tural and spiritual signifi-
cance of the region, pointing

out that |ewar lies within
the historic Braj Bhumi,
closely associated with
the life and legacy of
Lord Krishna.

Naming the airport accord-
ingly, he stated it would
honour this heritage while
giving the region a distinctive
global identity.

The proposal underscores
the connection between
infrastructure and cultural
identity, raising questions
about how modern projects
can reflect historical and
spiritual narratives.

The airport was inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week.
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Bagdogra-Delhi AI flight makes
emergency landing in Lucknow

Pilot issues MayDay call after smoke alarm raised

Lucknow, March 31: A
Delhi-bound Air India
Express flight from
Bagdogra (Siliguri) made
an emergency landing at
the Chaudhary Charan
Singh International
Alrport here after a
smoke alarm, sources said
on Tuesday.

The fight (IX1523), oper-
ated by an Airbus A320
aircraft, was diverted to
Lucknow Monday evening
after the pilot issued a
“*Mayday” call — an inter-
nationally recognised dis-
tress signal used in life-
threatening emergencies
— after the crew detected

» SOME PASSENGERS
were offered full refunds,
while others were provid-
ed hotel accommodation

smoke in the avionics- avi-
ation electronics-bay,

According to sources,
air traffic control (ATC) in
Lucknow was alerted
about the diversion, and
the aircraft landed safely
at around 5.18 pm.

A total of 148 people,
including six crew mem-
bers, were on board the
fMight.

All
safely

passengers were
evacuated after

landing.

Following the incident,
the aircraft was declared
“Adrcraft on Ground”
(AOG), a technical term
indicating that the plane
has been grounded due to
a fault requiring immedi-
ate inspection and repair
before it can fly again.

Passengers were accom-
modated on alternate
flights to their destina-
tion. Some passengers
were offered full refunds,
while others were provid-
ed hotel accommodation
and rebooked on subse-
quent flights, sources
sald, — PTI
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IndiGo appoints Willie Walsh
as new chief executive off cer

FC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI. MARCH 31

IndiGo on Tuesday
announced the appoint-
ment of William Walsh as
the chief executive officer
(CEO) of the airlines.

Walsh, who is current
director general of global
airlines’' grouping IATA,
awaits regulatory approv.
als before he taKes charge.

Walsh's tenure at 1ATA
comes to end on July 31
and he is expected to join
by August 3.

Popularly Known as
‘Willie’, he was formerly
CEO of British Alrways
and International Airli-
nes Group, a holding com-
pany which owns Aer Lin-

gus, British Alrways, Iber-
ia, Level and Vueling.

As IndiGo CEO, Walsh
will be responsible for the
overall management and
strategic direction of the
airline with a focus on

transformational initia-
tives to strengthen the
operational performance,
advance the company's
network and commercial
strategy while enhancing
customer experience.
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Chanchal Kumar to be new 1&B Secretary,
Vir Vikram Yadav will head the DGCA

—
Owr Bureau
Miswi Daihi

A major buresucratic re-
sTructuring was inicared on
Tueaday, involving the trans-
fer of 12 Secreraries and the
appolntmens of 25 Addi-
thomal Secretarles. Further,
the government announced
the promotion of four high-
ranking officiala.
These changes take effect
following spproval from the
rments  Commibties
the Cahimer (AOC),
chalred by the Prime Minis-
=4
According to the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training, Chanchal Kumar, o
1992-batch 1AS officer from
the Bihar cadre who has
served closely with the
State's ourgolng Chiel Min-
Iszer Mitish Kumar, has been
named the new Secretary of
Information and Broadcast-
. He suoceads Sankay Jaju
IEI:F 1992-barch IM@H&?&:
from the Telangans cadre),
who will move [nto Kumar's

previous Fole.

Rohit Kansal (o 1996
barch IAS officer of Ar-
unachal  Pradesh,  Goa,

Mizoram and Unlon Territ-
ory or AGMUT cadee) will

Chanchal Kurmar

now be new Rural Develop-

mient (R Secretary lug:hce-
of Shallesh Kumar Singh
upon his superannuation.
Bhuvnesh Kumar, (3 1995-
barch 1AS officer of the Utmar
Pradesh cadre} will now
move o the Tourism Min-
fstey as the new Soecrepary.
He will replace Srivatsa
Krishna (a 1994-barch 1AS
officer of Karnaraka cadre),
who has been inced as
Minority Affairs Secretary.
Sauj:w Lohiva (= 1904-
barch 145 officer of the As-
sam-Meghabaya cadre) has
been appointed as Special
Secretary in the Flnamcksl
Services Department. He
will take ower as Secregary in
the same deparmment after
the Incumbent Nagaraju
Maddirala regires on May 31

Wir Vikram Yaday

Similarly, Bharar Har-
banslal Khera, (a 19%96-batch
IAS officer of the Himachal
Pradesh cadre) has been ap-

inted as Officer on
Enun'hlﬂm Micro, &.mﬁl‘m‘ql
Medium Enterprises Min-
istry. He wall a8
S-e::he:an' after ﬂlemmtﬁre
ment of Subhas Chandra Lal
Das on Apeil 30

Marendra Bhuoshan (2
1992-barch 145 officer of the
Urtar Pradesh cadre] will
join ag Land Resousces See-

¢ and Tejveer Singh (2
19%94-batch 1AS officer of the
Pungah cadre) will be the
Chemical & Perro Chembeal
Secretary. The ACC also up-

raded Additkonal Secrecary
Sajan Singh Yadsy (a 1995-
barch officer of AGMUT
cadre} as Special Secretary n

the Finance Minlsory.
Abhishek Singh (a 1995-
barch 1AS officer of the
MNagaland cadre), who was
Director General, National
Informarics Centre, Min-
istey of Eleerronbes & In-
formation Technology, has
been made Director Geeneral,
Mational Testing Agency,
Minltsry of Education.

ADDITIHONAL
SECRETARIES

Vir Vikream Yadaw, {a 1996
barch 1AS officer of the
Odisha cadre) has boen ap-
polnted as Director General,
Directorate General of Civil
Aviatbon, He will replace Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai (a2 1996-batch
1A5 officer of the Madhva
Pradesh cadre) who will be
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Personnel &
Training. Diwakar Nath
Misra [a 2000-batch 1AS of-
ficer of AM cadre) will be Ad-
ditional Secrerary inthe Rev-
mue D nt, while
Debasish Prusty [a 2000-
barch 145 officer of the -
jasthan cadre) will be Addi-
thonal Secretary in the Flsan-
cial Services Department.
Sridhar Chinmvolu (a 2000-
barch 1A% officer of the Eihar
cadre) will be Additional
Secretary, PM's Office.
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With export duties back, margins
of refiners may come under strain

—
Recha Mishira

Janaki Krishnan
tyduerahac s b

Standalone refiners face the chal-
lenge of margin compresssn cansed
by the sudden re-introduction of ex-
port disties. On March 27, 2024, the
povernmeit re-instated  windfall
taxes of $21.5 per litre on diesel and
1285 per litre on Aviation Turhine
Fuel (ATF), while snnoencing the
cut in excise duty by 10 per hitre an
bath petrod and thieeel with immedi-
ate effect.

According to indwstry observers,
the benefits from the cut in excie
duties on both petrol and diesel 1o
suppart il marketing  companies
(OMCH) are likely wbe offset by the
windfall rax on export of diesel and
ATF duie ko dip in refining margsd
and the mandate to Prndl.l.l:z mare li-

OMCs are ﬂl‘uﬁ; ll;alfm? sigmific-
ant losses due to the surge in crude
oil pu'll:r:i while there has been no in-
crense in retail prices Anabyses es-
timate the marketing mnrg:ngul‘l'l‘u.-
OMCy may continue to be negative
despite the duty cuts.
nchmark Singgzpare Giross Re-
I:u:ng{ Marging (GRMs], which had
to multi-year highs
ardies I'J.'us minth, have now col-
|:|.pwd. into negative 'I.u'n!ur,l after
Pﬂ'l:mt; at arvoind -5 barrel
in early March. The sharp decline re-
flects a rapid shift from initial sup-
ply-tbriven gins to structurs] stress
ALTOSE r_'ltzrrﬁnh'ltl; SeCTOn
GHM is the primary indicator of a
refinery’s profitability, representing
the difference between the total
value of the petroleum products pro-
duced (like PELITIL diesel and ATF)
ard the price of the mw crude ol
tesed b make them
While complex refiners in India
may have some flexshility Lo optimise
|:rr.ule slates and product ndds, the
broader trend ar!-u poings toward

margin compression and earnings
mhnhr:.- -

DOUBLE WHAMMY

In & note, Motilal Dswal Financial
Services said that refining 'prnh'lahl
ity may be lower than what headbine
Gll.\'lssuw.!dl.lem r fused boss
:cmpkmnfmnu& a sharprige
i the freight costs of very lange
crudecarriers. It potnted out that ex-
EII'. tax calculations were

gerd on GREMs over Brent, “wherms
crude sourcing currently often in-
volves paving a premium

Nikhil Dubey, Senicr Refinery
Hmh:lmﬁ -Ll::l]:,:‘l. Kpler, said that for
refiners, the corrent government de-
ciison is o double whamemy. “My un-
derstanding is that, in addition
n:mu.nunnﬂ FOC  (Muid catalytic

nms, some of the G4

l5.?1.1.: was previowshy used for

ﬁﬂulmc hlcnding or for 'pl'udl.luq

m blend-stocks such as al-

late, & now being routed into the
domestic LPG poal, ™ he said.

A Nomigra amlyst estimated that
Relianes Industries would see a meg-
athve impact of 38.7barrel an its
GRM, assuming no windfall tx onits
SEY refinery. The 2022 morms ex-
empted SEX exports, and according
1o peparts, the situation remaing the
same. However, industry sources
said “me formal™ commumication has
come s vet.

Relianee Industries, Navara En-

vm"h'}':.ru.i Mangakore EL".I.E:E':. Beeail the
exporters.
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IndiGo names aviation veteran William Walsh as CEO

Inﬂtﬂ'ﬂ
by Owis

Inter(ilohe  Aviaton  (In
diGa} has named avistion
vereran ‘Willm Walkh as
Chief Exermive Officer
(CE, subjecy to regulasnry
approrels.

The appolmiment, an
nounced an Tuesday, brmgs
in u segsoned induscry keader
a5 the sirline navigices ns
next phase of expansion.

Walsh, currently Director
Cieneral of the Incemationad
Alr Transpornt  Associmion
(LATA), w J down oo
Juby 31, M35, and is mpected
1o take charge by August 3.

Popi Loy known s Willie,
Walsh had previoushy served
13 CEO of Brash Alrwavs
and Imernational  Awimes
Girosap (LA, which oums

Aer Lim
P, H.nl.l.:h Mrways, Dheris,
Level and Vueling.

Widely regurded 25 an in-
fluenrial Bgure in modern
aviariom, Walsh began his ca.
reer i i bot hefore mang 1o
leadersbup roles, Inch
Chief ¢ l:'n.l:mg l'.'lﬂ"i:t:"ﬁ
CED of Aer Lingss from
2000 to 205 He larer led
British Asrways from 2005
2011 anad WAL from 2011 w0
2020, before mking over m
AT

FOCLS (N STRATEGY

In his new role, Walsh will
oversee the airline’s overall
manigemenr and stmregic
direction,  focusing  om
strengrhening  operananal
performance, scdvneing net-
work  amd  commercial
strategy, and enhancng cus-
{omer experience,

Williarn Wialsh

Commenting oo his ap
painmment, ‘Walsh ssid In
ditio hed 8 srong founda
thom, B competing vision and
AnEscepoonl repurarion

“what srands out maost 1
me are irs people, their pas
sion, professionalsm  and
covmmitment. The aviarionm
hnh:a.peumhm.;npdlv.

Ld\Jl.IﬂH’!'I.'

:I' fth ’;ub' . ﬁh!e
ront of this change.”
said,

“flpak forward to partmer
ing with oolleagues scrmss
the crgamisarion to build &
culrure of excellence, mnov
atian, collaborarion and ses
minabde  valne for  all
stakeholders ™

LEAINERSHIF CHANCE

‘Walsh will succeed Piser E
i March.
it o chal
lenging time, with head
winds, including devared
operming costs, specifically
et fueel prices, airspace s

clency, and the nesd w re

bnild  passenger  Trum
followmg recent
disrupiions.

The sppoinrment comes

maonths  afier  widespread

dsnamions and can
rinnstha lefrchoussnds
of passergers srranded and
direw regulsmmey soruriny.
The airine wm fined
r22.20 cruee, foll an i
qpuiry ineo the largesea

o warmnings over
lapees in oversight and crisis

The eoforcemem action
inllowed an inguiry by a Foar
member (oEmINes Donstd
mred by the Direciomie
Gieneral of Chil Aviarion
after IndiGGo reported 2,507
cancellirions  snd 1252
delavs herween December 3
and 5, 2025, affecting mare
than thees lakd prssengers.

Following  Elbers® e,
Muonaging Direcror and Co
founder Hahul Bhatis =
sumed inceviny management

il @ nemw RO wis o ppain:
el Om the mew appoi:
ment, Indifis Chairman
Vikram Singh Mebm  sald
Waksh brings exensive ex
perience in mansging larges.
cale airline operacions and
mavigating comples marker
dynamics, thaat ks

leadership SUppOrT
the airdine’s contmued
growth

Besides, Bhaia said the
inrment comes & the
airling enters anew plase of
transformation, highlighring
Walsh's giohal perspective
and operariom] epermise.

EXPANBION PLANS

Ar presenr, IndiGo com.
mands the highesr marker
share in the domesric seoior
and i expanding brterma
tionally on the back of wide.
oty mircraft acquisitions.
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IATA head Willie Walsh
to pilot IndiGo as CEO

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 31 March

IndiGo on Tuesday named William
‘Walsh, director general of International
Alr Transport Association (LATA), its new
chief executive officer (CEO), about three
weeks after Pieter Elbers resipned follow-
ing a major operational disruption. The
announcement onmes as India’s largest
aifline looks tosteady operations and ac-
celerate global expansion.

Popularly known as Willie Walsh, he
will take over as CEO after his tenure at
IATA ends on July 31, with an early-Au-
gust start expectad, subject to regulatory
approvals. IATA represents about 300
airlines, accounting for over B0 per cent
of global commercial aviation traffic.

Walsh previouslhy served as chief
executive of British Airways and Inter-
national Airlines Group (LAG), aholding
company that owns multiple carriers,
including Aer Lingus and Iberia.

Welcoming the appointment. IndiGo
Chairman Yikram Singh Mehta sald
Walsh's experience managing large-
scale airline operations and navigating
complex markets made him well suited
to lead the carrier’s continued growth
“in an ever evolving and competitive ln-
ternational aviation environment™.

WILLIE WALSH, WHO IS EXPECTED
TO BEGIN HIS TENURE AT INDIGO
IN AUGUST, PREVIOUSLY SERVED
AS CED OF BRITISH AIRWAYS AND
INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES GROUP

m Fuel, T headwinds darken IndiGo's FYZ7 N

IndiGo Managing Director Rahul
Bhatia, who has served as Interim CEQ
since Elbers’ exit, said the airline was
entering a new phase of transformation
and growth, and that Walsh would bring
a global perspective and strong
operational expertise. Bhatia is also the
airline’s promoter. Turn to Page & b

IATA head Willie Walsh to
pilot IndiGo as CEOQ

Commenting on his appoint-
ment, Walsh said: "1 am
delighted to have the oppor-
tunity tolead IndiGo. The alr-
line has a strong foundation, a
compelling vision and an
exceptional reputation.”

He added that the aviation
seCctor Was changing rapidly
and that IndiGo was
“extremely well-positioned to
be at the forefront of this
change”.

“Whar stands out most 1o
me are s people, their
passion, professionalism and
commitment... ] ook forward
to partnering with colleagues
across the organisation to
build a culture of excellence,
innovation, collaboration and
sustainable value for all siake-
holders,” he said.

IndiGo said Walsh would
overses "overall management
and straregic direction of the
airline”, with a focus on
improving operational per-
formance, expanding the net-
work and strengthening
customer experience,

Theappolntment comesat
a critical moment. [n
December, the airline can-
celled more than 4,200 flights
amid difficulties managing
piiot schedules after new dury
rules came into force, trigger-
ing regulatory penalties and
ralsing concems over oper-
aticnal planning.

Elbers, who took over in
022 stepped down earlierthis
month citing personal rea-
s0ns, with Bhatia assuming
imrerim charge.
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Vikram Yadav new DGCA chief:
Kidwai’s turbulent tenure ends

DEEPAK PATEL
MNew Delhi, 31 March

The Centre on Tuesday
appointed VirVikram Yadav as
new Director General of Civil
Aviation, replacing Faiz Ahmed
Kidwal, who has been trans-
ferred asadditional secretary in
the Department of Personnel
and Training.

Kidwais tenure — since
January 2025 — marked a tur-
bulent period for India's avi-
atkon regulator, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), owing toa sequence of
high-impact aviation crises,
regulatory confrontations, and
institutional scrutiny.

Events from mid-2025 o
early 2026 exposed deeper sys-
temic concerns for India’s avi-
ation safety architecture. The
first major shock came with the
Air India Flight 171 crash on June
12, 2025 The Boeing 787-8, on Its
journey from Ahmedabad toLo-
ndon, crashed shortly after take
off, killing around 260 people.

The incident triggered a
multi-agency probe and a
detailed safery awndit of Alr
Indiaby the DGCA In.July 2025,

Faiz Ahmed Kidwai (1eft) has been transferred to DoPT as
additional secretary. Vir Vikram Yadav, who was additional
secretary in the environment ministry, is now at the helm of
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

which flagped nearly 100 safety
lapses. These include serious
violations related to pilot train-
ing, cabin crew deployment,
and breachesof fight duty time
limitations {(FDTL).

Through the remaining
2025, the DGCA was simulta-
nepusly engaged in a pro-
longed and contentious
overhaul of the FO'TL norms.

The move to look imto pilot
duty and rest rules in the inter-
est of safety met with strong
resistance from airlines, while
pilot bodies pushed for stricter

enforcement, uming the issue
intoa sector-wide standofT.

The repeated delays and
consultations highlizghted the
difficulty of enforcing safety
reformswithout disrapting air-
line operations. The tensions
around FDTL and pilots” avail-
ability colminated in the
IndiGoscheduling crisis begin-
ning December 1, 2025, shortly
after the revised norms were
fully implemented in Noveni-
ber2oas.

IndiGo. which had not
ramped up pilot hiring in line

with the stricter FDTL require-
ments, faced acute crew short-

ages,  leading tw  the
cancellation of neady 4,500
flights over about 10 days.

The DGCA stepped in with
temporary FDTL relaxations,
fare caps. and close monitoring
tostabilise operations amid one
of the largest-ever operational
disruprions In Indian aviaton,

The pressure extended to
January 28 this year when a
high-profile  tragedy killed
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar. along with
four others. The accident took
place after the chartered Learjet
45 planecrashed during aland-
ing attemipt at Baramati.

The aircraft, flving from
Mumbai, went down just short
of the runway amid poor vis-
ibility, with no survivors.

The political significance of
the crash, involving one of the
state’s most powerful leaders,
brought unprecedented atten-
ticnto safery gaps innon-sched-
uled aviation operations,
especially at smaller airfields
with limited infrastructure. This
was followed by an air ambu-
lance crash in Chatra, Jhark-

hand, on February 23, further
underscoring risks in emerg-
ency and charter aviaton.

It prompied the DGCA o
tighten owversight of non-
scheduled operators, includ-
ing grounding aircraft and
flageging operational and air-
worthiness concerns. Against
thisbackdrop, a Parliamentary
Standing Committee report
tabled on March 25 brought
together these Incidents to
argue that India’s aviation
safety challenges are systemic
rather than episodic.

The panel cited the June 2025
Ahmedabad erash, the January
2026 Baramati tragedy, the Feb-
ruary 2026 Chatraairambulance
crash, and the December 2025
mass cancellations as evidence
of "systemic feapgilities.” It rec-
ommended the creation of an
independent high-level com-
mittes to conduct a rost-cause
analysis within 9o days.

The repart also raised strue-
tural concemswithinthe regula-
tor, noting that the DGCA was
operating with 843 personnel
against a sanctioned strengih of
1630, This is a vacancy rate of
483 per cent.
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Fuel, R headwinds darken

IndiGo’s FY27 skies

Airspace curbs and rising costs drag outlook
E =

RAM PRASAD SAHU
Mumbai, 31 March

The stock of InterGlobe Aviation
(IndiGo), the country’s largest
listed airline, has slipped 18 per
cent to ¥3,943 a share since
the start of the Iran war. While
flight duty time limitation norms
had already hit its 2025-26 (FY26)
third-quarter {(October-Dece-
mber/(3) performance, the
market leader now faces demand,
cost, and revenue pressures In
the fourth gquarter (January-
March/Q4) of FY26 and in 2036-27
(F¥27), owing to hostilities in the
Gulf, Reflecting this, brokerages
have rrimmed margin and net
profit estimates for Q4 and FY27.

These pressures are likely to

weigh on the stock, though
the appointment of William
Walsh as chief executive officer —
replacing Pieter Elbers, who
resigned on March 10 — could
lend some stability.

The most immediate hit is to
revenue, Analysts at Motilal
Oswal Research, led by Meet Jain,
observe that the escalation in the
US-Iran conflict since late Febru-
ary, along with the continued
closure of Pakistan's airspace for
Indian carrlers, has effectively
disrupted IndiGo's West Asia
operations and large parts of its
European network. Thishas led to
restrictions across a corridor that
carries roughly a quarter of global
international passenger traffic.

The suspension of Gulf routes
— which contribute 18-20 per
cent of annual revenue (14,500~
16,000 crore) — not only affects
current travel but also dents
bookings, creating a revenue
shortfall in Q4FY26.

Costs, meanwhile, are rising
sharply. Brent crude prices have
surged over 60 per cent, from
under $70 per barrel earlier this
vear to above $115. Aviation tur-
bine fuel prices, which track
crude, rose in March afrer

The turbulence
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declines in January and Febru-
ary. Every 81 per barrel increase in
crude trims profitability by about
360 crore, Motilal Oswal esii-
mates, pegging the incremental
fuel cost impact at around 1,600
crore. Fuel accounts for nearly a
third of IndiGo's total costs.

The cost pressure ls com-
pounded by a weaker rupee and
higher non-fuel cost per available
ceat kilometre (CASK). ICICI
Securities observes that CASK
{excluding fuel) rose to 3.7 In
the first nine months of FY26
from ¥3.09 In 2024-35. It esil-
mates CASK at T3.54 for Q4FY26,
moderating to ¥3.4 in F¥37 and
¥3.37 in 2027-28 (FY28).

Bevond Inflation and currency
weakness, higher capital expen-
diture and finance lease obliga-
tions are likely to limit gains in
cash flows and margins, the
brokerage said.

Accounting for higher fuel
costs, rupee depreciation, and
weaker international operations
— which hurt operating leverage
— Maotilal Oswal has cut its FY26
and FY27 operating profit {before
rentals) estimates by 7 per cent
each. Met profit estimates have
been lowered by 31 per cent for
FY24, 15 per cent for FY27, and
10 per cent for FY'28,

Even so, the brokerage has
reiained a "buy” rating, though it
has reduoced its target price to
15,500 per share,

ICICI Securities also main-
tains a "buy” call but has cut its
target price to 15,210 from T 5,680,
It said higher crude prices and
refining spreads, along with the
rupee’s depreciation, have
pushed up cost assumptions,
parthy offset by fare Increases. Its
FY27 estimates reflect a sharp
downward revision, while FY28
projections remain unchanged
on expectations of a partial
recovery in spreads and volumes.
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> RAM MOHAN NAIDU
IET" INTERVIEW CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

Smaller Aircraft
Mfq likely to Take
Offon Udan 2.0

Regional connectivity push will draw
more aerospace cos to India, says Naidu

Arindam Majumder & Nidh| Sharma

New Delhi: A sic-fold Inerease in the badgat for the re-
Elanil canfiectivily schedms Udin will ool aecess o
smaller-towns pml drive demared forsmnlber nlreraft, pe
tomtlally spurring Iocal manufacturing, obvil aviation
minkster Rom Mohan Naidu tld ET,

“hAnjor atrospale companies Like Embraer and Les
muarald are b Che proceas ol ssCng o manofct e 1
nest in [nelin aned thraogh schemies Dilee Udan, the govern
el WL Ll ooy Slep o prostiots aivd el iinte these
Initintbees," Middu sabkd in mn loderview,

The cahinet bnst woe k. ppprosed a w28 S0cror plan to
revamp reglonal air connectivity over the next decnde,
which inclodes developlng 100 new & ports and 200 haeli-
pneds. Abr copmesct iy will givea boost Lo e econmmy of
smaller towma, Baido said, “The increases] doemand will
further malo more eisiness sonse in oo momifact
ringg kn Inedia for regional sireraft,” e dded

Adani Groap and Embroer recmily
poined hands to set upan nssembly
L Fore X175 ez bimnal jets Brwe
il b i st auch fanility for
eommercin] aireend® in Tndia

Embraer, however, said (s

investment plan hinges on ar-
ord fos ar east 300 alreran il

Adani is abs partnering with
Lestmatifey to budled o helieapter
mamdnciuring  ecosysiem In
Indin. If the plans materialize, i
will marla sigrificant winfor the
Marendrs  Modi gpsernment.
whikch s been urging pluns ms-
s o bkl jeds locaily

Tha Udan schwme's porfor-
manee hassofarbe-  en
EInaYen

Of the &40 roo-
tes whers
Mighi= b b
e launched
onlky whaut %
half eurrent 58
LY peanaln ops-
ritboaial,

Financial
Supportee7

Financial Support

»»FromPage1

Some airlines stopped flights after the three-ye-
ar subsidy window closed. Among many chang-
es In the revamped scheme, government will
provide financial support to airlines for five ye-
ars, up from current three years, and provide
maintenance support to remote airports.

Government officials said increasing the sub-
sidy period will make the scheme more effective
as smaller airlines, which are substantial play-
ers in remote connectivity, take longer time to
startflightsduetonon-availability of aireraftor
readiness of the airport. It becomes a big finan-
cial burden for them.

Naidu said the face of aviation has changed in
India as it’s no longer seen as a mode of trans-
port for the elite class.

“Thisisbecomingan important mode of trans-
port for the common man,” he said, noting that
many people from tier-1l and tier-111 cities are
travelling by air for the first time.

“As part of Viksit Bharat 2047, we are trying to
build the aviation sector so that it reaches far
and remote corners of the country with 350 air-
portsby 2047,” the minister said. “Wehavesetup
Udan Yatri cafes in over 30airports, whereflyers
get affordable options for food.™

L APRIL: 20256
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Pilot-turned-Exec Willie Walsh toHelm IndiGo

Tostep down from current role as |ATA director general on
July 31, expected to join the carrier no later than August 3

Qur Bureau

Mumbsai: [ndiGo on Tuesdny named former
pilot and International Air Transport Associ-
ation (IATA) director general Willie Walsh as
chief executive officer, subject to regulatory
approvals. Walsh will exit IATA on July 31
2026, and is expected to join the airine no later
than August 3, said InterGlobe Avintion,
which operates IndiGo

He will replace Pieter Elbers who stepped
down as CED inMarch

*Willie is an joonic and accomplished mvin
thon Jeader,” Rahul Bhatia, cofounder and ma

naging director of IndiGo, said, adding that
the new CEO s well suiited (o lead the company
for its next phase of transformation and
growth

Walsh headed lreland’s national airline Asr
Lingus from 2001 to 2005, leading its financial
turnaround. He led British Alrwoys between
2006 and 2011, steering the carrier through la
bour disputes, volatile fuel prices and the glo-
bal finenciol crisis. He went on to lead Inter na-
tional Airlines Group from 2011 to 2020, overse-
eing the merger of Brifish Airwayvs and Thoria
and expanding the group to include Acer Ling
s and Vueling

He jolned LATA in 502

“Tam delighted to have the opportunity to le-
ad IndiGo,"” Walshsaid. "1 ook forward to part
NeErtng 'l.'.-'l[l.!l l'illll*.lj:lll'h ECISS the OrEgarsn
tion to bulld & culiure of excellenece, iInnova

tlon, collnboration and sustainable value for
all stakeholders ™

Walsh's joining comes after IndiGo cancelled
about 4.500 flights during a disruption in De
comber 2025, triggered by tighter pilot duty
and rost rules that exposed gaps in crow plan
ilng and scheduling

The episode drew regulatory scrutiny and
forved the sirine toscale back operntions tem-
porarily

Indias larpest airline s also grappling with
aireralt groundinges linked foengine supply is
sues and elevated costa, even ns geopolitical
tensions and alrspace restrictions continue to
disrupt global Might rmoutes and ralse opers-
ting complexity for airlines

IndiGo operates more than 400 aircraft and
over 2,400 daily Dights across more than 85 do
mestic and 40 internntional destinations, The
alrline carried 124 million passengers bn 2025
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M Vir Vikram Yadav
Appointed DGCA Chief

PEmw WEW DELHI The govern
ment on Tuesday appoin
ted senior Indian Admini

strative Service (LAS)
officer Vir Vikram Yadav as the direc
tor general of the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), replacing Faiz
Ahmed Kidwal. India's aviationsafety
regulator, DGCA. has seen increased
sorutiny Inrecent months amid a
series of operational disruptions and
safety concerns in the sector, the latest
being IndiGo's operational disruptions
in December, - Dur Bureau
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Aviation veteran Walsh to steer IndiGo

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumbal, March 31

INDIGO, THE COUNTRY'S
largest airline, on Tuesday
appoinied aviation veteran
Willie Walsh as its chief
execulive officer, marking a
swift lcadership transition
weeks after the abrupt resig-
nation of Pieter Hbeors follow
ing operatinnal dismptions
carfierthisyear.
Walsh will be the thied for-

GLOBAL PILOT, LOCAL TEST
PAGE &

eign CED at IndiGo since i
began operatdons in 2006
Hisappointinent comesalong-
side  mecemt  senior-level
changes, including the
induction of former Air India
Express chiel Aloke Singh as
chief strategy officer carlier
this month

Walsh, currently d lrector-
general of the Intemational
Alr Transport Association
(LATAY, will assume the mle
subject to regulatory
apprava s, IndiGo sad his
tenure at LATA ends on fuly 51
and he B expected 1o joln oo

laterthan August 3
The appaintment was
approved by the board of par

ent firm InterClobe Aviation.

Continved on Page 10

I

Walsh will be the third
foreign CED at IndiGo

Walsh to steer

IndiGo...

THE MIWE COMES less than
theewedksafterElbers sepped
diown dting pemsanal reasons
development that followed
widesprad disruptions in
[December that had droen ep
ulatory sorutiny and passenger
complaints. Announcng the
appointment, IndiGo said
'r'n'rl!s.‘l.wﬂlL'rn-.l.pm':lhlr-lllrlt'u-
alrline's overall management
and ste ategic direct lon, witha
fomsonimpmyving opemtional
performance, expanding net-
work and commercial srategy,
a1II.IJ =l I]'LI.I I.ILIJJR Tm TELIRTIRTCS E'.'iilf'
rience” He willwork doselywith
the board and the leadership
team to r|ﬁ|.11 il E-r poston
IndEGoash sclesuptothe next
phaseofits grovth,” it said
IndiGo Managing D irector
Rahul Bhatiadescribed Walshas
an "iconic and accomplished
aviation Eader”, He sald Walsh
brings “a rare combination of
i lobal pergee tive, opertional
expertiseofhaving built srong
customer-focused alrlines, deep
industry experience and a val
was-d dven leadersh ip”™ Chalr-
man ¥ikram Sngh Mehta sakd,
“Lam theillad that Willle will be
at the helm of IndiCio. He &5 an
cxceptional global aviation
leadervithastellartmck rmeond
His experience in managing
large-scale airdine operations

and navigating complexmaret

dynamics make him ldeally
suited © strengthen and bead
Ll Go fove con tvved g rowth ™
Walsh has over fourdecades
of expedence inaviation and i
among a small proup of aidine
CEOQs plobally who am also
tmained pdnl!\ Hehas Fl'r|.1u'.|sl.'|,'
served as CEOQ of Aer Lingus
Fromm 2000 to 2005, Hrigish Air
ways from 2005 w 201 1, and
International Alrlines Growp
{IAG) from 200 1 to 2020, whem
he led restructuring effo sand
mergers He has headed 1ATA
sinnce 202 0and ts know nfor his
direct viewson indosiry issues.
Il Coin gl Wealsh s *wriclaly
considered as one of the most
suooesafil, maper tod Influenitial
and bong-lasting leadersinmod
wrn aviation histary”,
Commenting on his
appomtment, Walsh sad."lam
dedi !&IJ.I.'IJ to homwe e oportL -
nitytolend IndiGo Theaviation
lanclseape i evelving e pidly,
and [ndiGo iz extemebywell -
posithoned tobeat the foreflont
of this change” He added that
thealfinghas a strong founda-
tim amd an cxoeptional wpita
tion, with its people standing
out for their professionalism
and commiment. A senior
inddust oy execut ive said Walsh i
a preatfind for IndiGao, diting his
desp operational experience

and global exposure,
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WILLIAM MATTHEW WALSH, CEO-DESIGNATE, INDIGO

Global pilot, local test

A CRISIS-HARDENED GLOBALVETERANTAKES CHARGE AS INDIA'S LARGEST
CARRIER EYES GLOBAL SCALE AND LONG-HAULGROWTH

AKBAR MERCHANT

WHEN WILLIAM WALSH
steps into the corneroffice at
IndiGo in August this year,he
will bring with him some-
thing Indian aviation has
rarely seenatthe top: acareer
forged across every layer of
the global airline business —
trom cockpit to boardroom.

Walsh, currently director
general of the International
AirTransportAssociation,has
spent over four decades in
aviation,beginningasa cadet
pilot with Aer Lingus and ris-
ing to become one of the
industry’s most influential
executives. His appointment
as CEOQ of IndiGo comes ata
pivotal moment for India's
largest airline, which is navi-
gating operational challenges
at home while preparing fora
more ambitious global play.

Walsh'’s reputation was
builtin adversity. At Aer Lin-
gus, he led a bruising
restructuring that reshaped
the airline intoa leaner,low-
cost competitor. At British
Airways, where he took
charge in 2005, he steered
the carrier through labour
disputes, financial turbu-
lence and the fallout from
events like the 2010 volcanic
ash cloud disruption.

But his most defining act
came in 2011, when he
orchestrated the merger of
British Airways and Iberiato
create International Airlines
Group — one of the world's
largest airline groups. Col-
leagues and competitors
alike came to see him as a
hard-nosed, sometimescom-
bative, but deeply strategic
leader — willing to take
unpopular calls to protect
long-term viability.

Since 2021, as 1ATA's
director general, Walsh
has been the global air-
line industry’s most

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

prominent public voice —
pushing governments onreg-
ulation, sustainability man-
dates and post-pandemic
recovery. His messaging was
often stark Jet fuel, he noted
in a recent interview,
accounts for roughly 27% of
airline costs — a figure that
can exceed 50% when prices
spike — in an industry where
margins hover around 4%,
Theimplication
was clear: air-

lines  have

little room to

absnrb shncks

increas es are
often inevitable.

The role at IATA required
persuasion and advocacy, but
his new job will demand both
as well as execution.

At IndiGo, Walsh will
inherit an airline that domi-
nates the domestic market
but is under pressure to
evolve. The carrier has ambi-
tions well beyond its low-cost
roots: long-haul expansion,
fleet diversification, and a
sharper international pres-
ence. It also comes off a
turbulent phase. A
scheduling crisis in ¢
late 2025 led to §
thousands of can- §
cellations, fol-
lowed by the exit (&
of CEO Pieter
Elbers earlier |
this month.

Walsh’s experi-
ence appears tai-
lored for pre-

cisely

Wed, @1 April 2026
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79516279

CED
= POINT

this transition. He has run
multi-brand, multi-market
airline systems, managed
cross-border alliances, and
navigated the trade-offs
between scale and efficiency.
His appointment suggests
IndiGois preparing not just
to grow, but toevolve.

Yet the choice is not with-
put its tensions. Walsh's
career haslargelybeenrooted
in full-service

and hybrid air-
line models in
mature mar-
kets. IndiGo’s
DNA, by con-
trast, is firmly
low-cost — built on simplic-
ity, standardisation and
relentless efficiency. That
raises a central question: can
Walsh adapt his experience to
preserve IndiGo’s cost disci-
pline evenashepushesitinto
more complex territory?

Some in the industry see
mixed signals. The appoint-
ment of aformer IATAchief —
an organisation historically
seen as aligned with full-ser-
vice carriers — tolead a low-

costairline isunusual. It has
prompted speculation
about whether
, IndiGo might
| gradually move
towards a hybrid
model, or at least
' a more layered

offering. For now,
those questions
remain open.
What is clear is
that Walsh's
new role

SHYAMEUMAR PRASAD

will demand a different skill
set from his current one. At
IATA, he shaped narratives
and influenced policy. At
IndiGo,he will be judged on
execution — on schedules
kept, costs contained, and
expansion delivered.

The timing adds another
layer of complexity. Walsh is
expected tostepin aftercom-
pleting his IATA tenure on
July 31. By then, competitive
pressures in Indian aviation
are likely to intensify further,
even as operational con-
straints persist. IndiGo itself
is emerging from a turbulent
period, including a schedul-
ing crisis that disrupted oper-
ations and dented its other-
wise formidable reputation
for reliability.

For Walsh, this is less a
continuation than a reset.
Afteryears as the industry’s
most prominentadvocate, he
returns to the frontline —
where decisions are immedi-
ate, trade-offs sharper, and
outcomes less forgiving. His
leadership style — direct,
results-oriented, and often
uncompromising — will now
be tested ina market that is
both fast-growing and
fiercely competitive.

For IndiGo, the appoint-
ment marks atransition from
consolidation to ambition.
The airline has mastered the
art of winning at home. The
challenge now is to replicate
that success across borders,
without losing the discipline
that made it dominantin the
first place.

In Walsh, it has chosen a
leader who has spent a life-
time navigating complexity.
Whether that experience
translates into lift-off for
IndiGo’s next phase will
depend,as everin aviation,on
execution — and on how well
the pilot reads the winds

ahead.
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New DGCA chief, I&B
secy in major shuffle

Sejal Sharma

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Tuesday appointed Vir Vikram
Yadav as director general of the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), moved Abhishek
Singh out of the India Al Mission
to head the National Testing
Agency (NTA), and named Chan-
chal Kumar secretary in the min-
tstry of information and broad-
casting (1&B), among a series of
senior bureaucratic changes
approved by the appointments
committee of the cabinet (ACC).
Yadav, a 1996-batch [AS offi-
cer of the Odisha cadre, takes
over India'’s aviation safety regu-
continued rn =57

NEW DGCA CHIEF

lator from Faiz Ahmed Kidwai —
2 1996-batch officer of the Mad-
hiya Pradesh cadre who has been
appoinied additional secretary
in the department of personnel
and training,. Yadav was serving
as additlonal secretary In the
Union ministry of environment,
forest and elimate change.

The DGCA has faced height-
ened scrutiny in recent months
over operational disruptions and
safety concerns, most recently
IndiGo's disruptions in Decem-
ber 2025 and scrutiny of charter
plane operators and small air-
port.

ACC issued two orders — one
for additional secretary level
positions and the other for secre-
tary level positions.

As part of the latter order,
Singh. a 1995 hatch LAS officer of
the Nagaland cadre, has been
appointed director general of the
NTA under the ministry of edu-
cation — a secretary-kevel post—
amdd assumes charge on Wednes-
day afier a handover. He had led
the India Al Misslon since s
launch in March 2024, while
also holding additional charge as
director general of the National
Informatics Centre [NIC) and
additional secretary In MeitY,
overseeing Al emerging techs
nologles and the Digital India
Bhashini division.

Singh called his MeitY tenure
among the most [ulfiiling roles
e has held, T am confident they
will carry forward the momen-
tum we have built,” he told HT.
His team led the Al Impact Sum-
mit, which drew participation
from over 20 heads of state and
representatives from mare than
100 countries, with investment
commitments exceeding §250
billion across Al infrastructure,
foundation models, hardware
and applications.

The ministry (s expecied to
make interim internal arrange-
ments before a formal appoint-
ment for his replacement is
announced.

Bhuvnesh Kumar, a 1995~
batch IAS officer of the Uttar
Pradesh cadre, has been
appointed secretary in the minis-
iry of urism, moving from his
role as chief executive officer of
the Unigue Identification
Authority of India (UIDAIT}. He
had taken charge at UIDAI in
early 2025 and oversaw the
launch of the new Aadhaar app
in January 2026, which enables
paperless. QR-based identity ver-
Ificarion with selective data shar-
ing.

In a swap of posts, Chanchal
Kumar, a 1992-batch IAS officer
of the Bihar cadre, replaces San-
jay Jaju— a 1992-batch officer of
the Telangana cadre — as secre-
fary in the 1&B ministry: Jaju
moves as secretary (o the mins-
iry of development of north east-
ern region, Kumar's current
post. Kumar had served as prin-
cipal secretary to Bihar chiel
minister Nitish Kumar, who
resigned as a staie lawmaker this
week after being elected to the
Rajya Sabha

Also part of the second order
were Rohit Kansal (AGMUT
cadre), who has been appointed
rural development secrefary;
Bharat Harbanslal Khera, cur-
rently addilonal secretary in the
mintstry of consumer affairs. has
been named officer on special
duty in the MSME ministry and
Incoming secretary; Nivedita
Shukla Verma moves from sec-
retary In the department of
Chemicals and Petro-Chemicals
o secretary in the department of
administrative reforms and pub-
lic grievances, Tejveer Singh has
been appointed secretary in the
department of chemicals and
petro-chemicals; and Narendra
Bhooshan has been appointed
secretary in the department of
land resources,

As part of the first order,
Gyanendra D Tripathi has been
named additional secretary in
the department of agricultural
research and ed pcation and sec-
retary of the Indian Council of
Agricuftural Research; and N
Gulzar moves from additional
secrefary in the department of
telecommunications to member
secretary of the National Capital
Region Planning Board.
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IndiGo names veteran
William Walsh as CEO

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Tuesday
named William Walsh, a former
British Airways chief executive
and the current head of the
International Air Transport

‘Walsh, who is expected to join
no later than August 3, brings to
IndiGo a career that spans the
cockpit and the boardroom.

He began as a pilot, rose to
lead Ireland’s Aer Lingus, then
served as chief executive of Brit-

ish Airways from 2005 to 2011,

Association (IATA), as its /,-"\ before spending nearly a

chief executive officer —
closing a leadership gap
that opened three weeks
ago when Pieter Elbers
resigned in the aftermath

decade as CEO of Interna-

= 6 tional Airlines Group,

making him one of the
| architects of modern

% #=%  European aviation consal-
of the worst operational ~ idation. P8
crisis in the airline’s ‘\‘ 5T3:3INT'L PIERS FROM
history last year. NENTWEEK, P4
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New aviation regulator takes over
as sector faces spate of challenges

biggest airlines. Industry insiders warn that
bl kil 1‘I;?'fi.r India flight 171 crash in  some a:'.rlirges may prefer to can-
tet ov= @ i stntimes:com June, killing 241 people on board  cel flights rather than operate on
NEW DELHI: The government on and 19 on the ground. The cause  lower load factors. "With the
Tuesday appointed Vir Vikram of the crash has beenasubjectof  dollar at 95 INR, jet fuel running
Yadav as director general of the intense scrutiny, with reports  low, and skies closed over the

Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA), replacing Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai, as part of a
wider bureaucratic reshuffle.

Yadav takes charge of India's
aviation regulator at one of its
maost pressured moments. The
sector endured a punishing 2025
— marked by one of the deadli-
est air crashes in India's history,
repeated operational failures by
airlines that put regulatory over-
sight in question, and mounting
fuel costs — and 2026 has
offered little relief.

“The regulator is already deal-
ing with multiple ongoing
issues, and with traffic growth,
aireraft shortages and global
uncertainties, 2026 will be a
challenging vear,” a former
DGCA official said, asking not to
be named.

The incumbent, Kidwai, a
1996-batch [AS officer of the
Madhya Pradesh cadre who
joined the DGCA in January last
year, has been appointed addi-
tional secretary in the depart-
ment of personnel and training.

Yadav, a 1996-batch IAS offi-
cer of the Odisha cadre, comes
to the role from the Union min-
istry of environment, forest and
climate change, where he has

Vir Vikram Yadav

been additional secretary since
April last year — an appoint-
ment that included additional
charge as chairman of the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board. His
portfolio at the environment
ministry spanned pollution con-
trol, implementation of the Envi-
ronment Protection Act, the
National Clean Air Programme,
management of hazardous sub-
stances, and the decriminalisa-
tion of environmental laws,
among others.

An engineer by training with
an MTech in building services,
he has held senior positions in
Odisha’s Works, Food Supplies,
and Science and Technology
departments before moving to
the union government.

Yadav will now take over the
regulatory reins of a sector that
recorded its worst year in recent
memory and ensnared the two

indicating investigators of
India's Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) clashed
with their western counter parts,
The final investigation report on
the Air India crash is, as
required by international
accords, expected this vear.

Market leader IndiGo, mean-
while, has come under regula-
tory scrutiny after a spate of
mass flight cancellations in
December tied to poor pilot ros-
ter planning left tens of thou-
sands of passengers stranded.

The current year has com-
pounded these pressures. A
crash in Baramati killed former
Maharashtra deputy chief min-
ister Ajit Pawar and four others
and a medical jet crashed near
Ranchi, killing all seven people.
The incidents prompted ques-
tions around the regulation of
non-scheduled  operators
(NSOPs).

Geopolitical tensions in West
Asia now present the most
pressing fiscal threat for the sec-
tor, having forced Indian carri-
ers onto longer international
routes and driving up costs: fuel
accounts for roughly 45% of an
air ticket's price and airfares are
set to rise from April L

Middle East, Indian aviation is
really facing a tough time,” the
former bureaucrat quoted above
said.

According to data shared by
the government in Parliament
on March 23, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has 1,630 sanctioned posts. Of
these, 441 were created between
2022 and 2024, considering the
current and future expansion of
civil aviation and the DGCA's
enhanced role as a safety regula-
tor. As part of recruitment exer-
cise, 167 candidates have already
been selected or recommended.

Of the 167, offer letters have
been issued to 106 candidates.
UPSC has been requested to
replace 42 candidates (Airwor-
thiness Officers) from the
reserve panel. Proposal for 82
posts across different technical
cadres is at varlous stages of
processing, the government
said.

Amid this, the DGCA is also
pushing through passenger-
friendly reforms, including a
mandate requiring airlines to
affer at least G0% of seats on any
fight without additional charge
and maintain transparent seat
allocation policies.
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Delhi-bound flight makes
emergency landing in Lucknow

LUCKNOW: A Delhi-bound Air India Express
flight from Bagdogra (Siliguri) made an
emergency landing after the plane was
diverted to Lucknow, after the crew
detected smoke. Officials said the aircraft
landed safely in Lucknow.
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IndiGo ropes in William Walsh
to lead post-crisis recovery

Neha LM Tripathi

betiersghindusd antimes com

MEW DELHE: IndiGo on Tuesday
named William Walsh, a former
British Alrways chief executive
and the current head of the
International Air Transport
Association (LATA), as lts chief
executive officer — closing a
leadership gap that opened three
weeks ago when Pieter Elbers
resigned in the aftermath of the
waorst aperational crisis in the
airling's history late last vear.

‘Walsh, who is expected to join
no later than August 3 after his
IATA tenure concludes on July
31, brings to IndiGo a career that
spans the cockpit and the board-
room. He began as a pilot, rose to
lead Ireland’s Aer Lingus, then
served as chief executive of Brit-
ish Alrways from 2005 to 2011,
before spending nearly a decade
as CED of International Alrlines
Group — the holding company
that owns British Alrways, [be-
ria, Aer Lingus and Vueling —
miaking him one of the architects
of modern European aviation
consolidation. His appointment
is subject to regulatory approv-
als.

“I am delighted to have the
opportunity to lead IndiGo,”
‘Walsh said in a statement by the
airline. "What stands out mast to
mie are its people, their passion,
professionalism and commit-
ment.”

The appointment arrives ata
fraught moment for India's larg-
est airline. In December 2025,
IndiGo cancelled at least 5,500
flights over roughly a week after
it failed to implement revised
flight duty time limitation norms
— rules governing mandatory
rest perinds for pilots and crew
— despite having had nearly twa

William Walsh is expected to
Jjoin by August 3 after his IATA
tenure concludes on July 31.

vears to prepare. The disruption
stranded hundreds of thousands
of passengers during peak ravel
season and triggered a regula-
tory response of unusual sever-
ity. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation imposed a record
penalty of more than 322 crore,
ordered a 10% reduction in
IndiGo’s winter schedule, and
directed the airline to furnish a
#50 crore bank guarantee tied to
phased operational reforms.
Show-cause notices were issued
to Elhers persanally, as well as to
the chief operating officer. A sen-
for vice president was removed
from his position on the regula-
tor's orders.

Elbers resigned on March 10
— 18 manths before his contract
was due to expire in Seprember
2027 — citing personal reasons
in his letrer to the board. Buta
person familiar with the matrer
told HT the resignation was
linked to findings from the air-
line's own internal investigation,
which had also sought the hefp
of independent experts. “The
resignation seems to be a fallout
of the airline's investigations,”
the person said, declining to be
named.

Rahul Ehatia, IndiGo’s
co-founder and managing
director, stepped in as interim
CEO, and on Tuesday said: “As
we enter a new phase of trans-
formation and growth, I am
delighted to welcome Willie to
IndiGo. He is an iconic and
accomplished aviation leader
and brings a rare combination of
global perspective, operational
expertise of having built strong
customer-focused airlines, deep
Iindustry experience and a values
driven leadership, making him
exceptionally suited o lead
IndiGo at this pivotal cusp of
growth.”

Vikram Singh Mehta, IndiGo's
chairman said: “I am thrilled
thiat Willie will be at the helm of
IndiGo. He is an exceptional
global aviation leader with a stel-
lar track record of outstanding
leadership across several air-
lines. His experience in manag-
ing large scale airline operations
and navigating complex market
dynamics make him ideally
suited to strengthen and lead
IndiGo for continued growth (n
an ever evolving and competitive
international aviation environ-
ment. His appointment will
mark a new chapter for IndiGo,
as it continues its journey n one
of the fastest growing aviation
markets in the world.”

Under Elbers, IndiGao’s fleet
grew from 302 to 440 aircraft, its
network expanded from 87 to
140 destinations, and the airline
placed lts first order for wide-
body aireraft and launched a
husiness class product. The air-
line's Q3 FY26 net profit, how-
ever, fell 77.6% year-on-year to
F549.8 crove, reflecting the com-
bined impact of the December
disruption, Pratt & Whitney

engine groundings and elevated
costs
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IndiGo fiasco: DGCA
head shunted out;
airline names CEO

Move comes amid scrutiny of regulator’s oversight with queries on how it

allowed IndiGo to expand winter schedule sans checking pilot availability

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

hree months after
T widespread flight

cancellations by In-
diGo disrupted air travel
across India, the Centre
moved out the head of
aviation safety regulator
even as the airline named a
new chief executive.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
said Faiz Kidwai, Director
General of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), will be shifted to
the Department of Person-
nel and Training. He will
be succeeded by Vir Vik-
ram Yadav, Additional Se-
cretary, Environment Mi-
nistry.

New vista: Willie Walsh previously served as CEQ of British Airways
and International Airlines Group. REUTERS FILE

The move comes amid
scrutiny of the regulator’s
oversight with questions
raised over how the DGCA
allowed IndiGo to expand
winter flight schedule
without adequately assess-
ing pilot availability.

On the same day, Inter-

Globe Aviation Ltd., Indi-
Go’s parent, named Willie
Walsh CEO. Mr. Walsh, Di-
rector General of the Inter-
national Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA), is likely to
take charge by August 3 af-
ter his IATA term ends.
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Chanchal Kumar appointed as I&B Secy, Vir

Vikram Yadav to take charge as DGCA chief

Harikishan Sharma panelled as secretaries last Verma, a 1991-batch IAS officer
New Delhi, March 31 month, have now beenposted ~ Many IAS officers of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, who
across several ministries.  from 1995 batchwho  Was working as Secretary, De-
IN A major bureaucratic re- Amongthemis RohitKansal,a wereem paneﬂed as partment of Chemicals and
shuffle, the Centre appointed 1995 AGMUT (Arunachal Pra- : S Petro-Chemicals, has been ap-
Chanchal Kumar,a1992-batch  desh, Goa, Mizoram, and secretaries last pointed as Secretary, Depart-
Bihar cadre IAS officer, asthe  Union Territories)-cadre officer month, have now ment of Administrative Reforms
new Information and Broad- who has been appointed the been posted ACross and Public Grievances. Tejveer
casting Secretary. The incum-  rural development secretary 2 al ministries Singh, a1994-batch IAS officer of
bent, Sanjay Jaju, wasshiftedas  following the superannuation sever: the Punjab cadre, currently
Secretary attheMinistryofDe-  of the incumbent, Shailesh posted in hiscadre, will succeed
velopment of North Eastern Kumar Singh, on Tuesday. ture & Farmers Welfare, inthe  Verma as Secretary,
Region, according to an order Bhuvnesh Kumar, a1995- rankand payofSecretarytothe Department of Chemicals and
issued by the Department of batch IAS officer of the Uttar  Government of India. Petro-Chemicals.
Personneland Training (DoPT}  Pradesh cadre, has been ap- Bharat Harbasnlal Khera, a Inaseparate order, the Gov-
on Tuesday. pointed as the new Tourism  1995-batch IASofficerof the Hi- ernment also shifted Faiz
Currently, Kumar is posted Secretary, replacing Srivatsa  machal Pradeshcadre, currently Ahmed Kidwai, a 1996-batch
asthe Secretary, MinistryofDe-  Krishna (1994 batch, Karnataka  serving as Additional Secretary  IAS officer of the Madhya Pra-
velopment of North Eastern Cadre), who has been ap- intheMinistryof ConsumerAf- desh cadre who is presently
Region. This development pointedasMinority AffairsSec-  fairs, hasbeen appointed asOf-  posted asthe Director-General,
comes as the Government has  retary. Minority Affairs Secre- ficeronSpecial Duty, Ministryof — Directorate General of Civil Avi-

constituted seven empowered
groups of secretaries to prepare
a response to deal with emerg-

tary Chandra Sekhar Kumar, a
1992-batch IAS officer of the
Odisha cadre, has been ap-

Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises. Kherawill take overas
Secretary, Ministry of Micro,

ation (DGCA). Vir Vikram
Yadav, a1996-batch IAS officer
of the Odisha cadre, will be the

ingsituationsandtheimpactof  pointed as Chief Executive Of- Smalland Medium Enterprises, new DGCA director-general.
theongoingWest Asiaconflict.  ficer, National Rainfed Area inplace of Subhas Chandralal Kidwai has been appointed as
Several IASofficersfromthe  Authority, which operates Das whowillbesuperannuating Additional Secretary, Depart-

1995 batch who were em-

under the Ministry of Agricul-

on April 30. Nivedita Shukla

ment of Personnel & Training.



HITaTa ASam= .
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY

OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS BDELHT 1 -APRTIL. 2026

IndiGo names IATA head
Walsh as chief executive,
tojoin airline by August

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 31

INDIA'S LARGEST airline
IndiGoon Tuesday announced
a high-profile appolntment as
it named aviation industry vet-
eran Willie Walsh, currently the
Director General of the global
airline trade grouping Interna-
tional Air Transport Associ-
atlon (LATA), as its new chief
executive officer.

Willie Walsh's appointment
comes three weeks after Pieter
Elbers abruptly resigned as In-
diGoCED, Elbersstepped down
three monthsafter IndiGo faced
an unprecedented operational
disruption that brought civil
aviation operationsacross India
to thelr knees. With Elbers's
exit, the airline’s promoter and
Managing Director Rahul Bha-
tia had temporarily stepped in
1o assume management of the
airline’s affairs.

"The Board of InterGlobe
Aviation Lid {(IndiGo) today ap-
pointed Mr William Walsh as
the CEO, subject to Regulatory
approvals. MrWalsh'stenureatr
IATA comes to a close on the
3lst of July, 2026, and he I ex-
pected to join no later than on
the3rd of August, 2026, the air-
line said in astatement.

"Aswe enter a new phaseof
transformation and growtih, 1
am delighted towelcome Willie
to IndiGo. He Is an lconic and
accomplished aviation leader
and brings a rare combination
of global perspective, oper-
ational expertise of having built
strong customer-focused ale-
lines, deep industry experience
and a values driven leadership,
making him exceptionally
suited to lead IndiGo at this pi-
votal cusp of growth,” the re-

= CHANGE OF GUARD

WALSH HAS halmed British
Alrways, Heis currently the
Director General of the
global airline trade grouping
International Air Transport
Association

PIETER ELBERS. the former
IndiGo CEO, had abruptly quit
three months after India's largast
airline faced an unprecedented
operational disruption

AFTER ELBER'S exit, the airline's
promoter and MD Rahul Bhatla

Willie Walsh.

RELTERS ALE

had temporarily stepped into
assume management of the
abrline’s affairs

lease quoted Bhatia as sayving.
In an email to employees,
Bhatia is learnt to have written
that Walsh has the distinction of
being intimately familiar with
“the levers of managing™ low-
cost airlines, while also having
led global network aiines such
asthe Britich Alrways, and with
India possibly beingthe last bas-
tion of massive growth in avi-
ation globally, there couldn't
have been a “finer leader™ to ex-
pand IndiGo's footprint within
India and overseas. Bhatia, who
slgned off the e-mall tostaff an-
nouncing Elbersdeparure with
a reassuring "Main Hoon Maa™ (1
amthere), sipned offthe mailan-
nouncing Walsh's appointment
by calling himself "Kuchh Hee
Dinon Kaa Mehmaan” (only a
fewdays’ guest), it isleamt.
Prior to taking over as IATA
DG in April 2021, Walsh spent
his entire career in the airline
industry, starting In 1979 as a
cadet pilot with Aer Lingus, an
alrline he later headed as CEO,
Walsh was appoinied the CEOQ

of British Alrways in 2005. He
led British Alrwaysthroughthe
2008-09 global financial crisis,
established a rransatlantic jolnt
business venture with Iberia,
Finnair, and American Aidines,
and oversaw the 2011 merger of
British Alrways and Iberla
under new parent company —
International Airlines Group —
of which he was the first CEO
and continued till 2020,

"In his new role as IndiGo's
CEQ, Mr Walsh will be respon-
sible for the overall manage-
ment and strategic direction of
the airline with a focus on
transformational initiatives to
strengthen the operational per-
formance, advance the com-
pany’s network and commer-
clal strategy while enhancing
Customer experience.

"He will work closely with
the Board and the leadership
team to rightfully position In-
diGo as [t scales up to the next
phase ofisgrowth,” IndiGosald.

FULL REPORTON
WWW.INHANEXPRESS.COM



Corporate Communications Directorate

==

yivaia A _
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

MINT

DELHI

1 APRIL 2026

IndiGo hires
ex-British Air
boss William
Walsh as CEO

REW D LHL M LI

dia’s Grgest budget car-

rier, Indiio, on Tuesday

mammed Willtam =Willie~
Walsh currently' dirssor geo-
entl of the Infemational Air
Tranapirt Association (L), s
its chiel execulive ollicer
BUELT), Ularee weseshs aller Masler
Ellsers alanaply sbepped down
Troan Lhe paositing.

UWakh's) experience i
managing large-scale aicline
operations and navigating
oomplex markel dynamics
miakes lim ideally suited 1o
streggihen sl lead InadiGe,”
satiel chairnan Vikam Singh
Mehia inastlemenl

Walsh, an Irish natbosal,
sdarien] s acadet pibotwith Aer
Limgus i BF7Hand becnee its
OB in 2000 Tin 20485, e ook
clarps ol Brilish Alrwaysamd
beel il airline throwgh the
glubal financial crisis. He albuas
Il el Dowifla] sty peartpes-
ships with Ihesria, Finnair, and
Amserican Airlines and Iater
pbayeed a key roke ki the 200
merger id Brilish Airwaysamd
Dhsera dar Fisren Lindernatinnal
Consaridated Aldines Group
A He bed LAGG winbil Seplenm-
e 2020,

Watlsh carnislarepuatation o

TiMN 1O FAGE T

IndiGo taps ex-British Airways CEO Walsh

[FReCiMA PALGE 1

a combalive leader during
lalssiar dispibes an British Air-
wavs sl biter directed bilon
eriliciEm al oy el oy er
their leamndling althe pandesnic
after Giking choorye @t Lea

He willtahemver theairdine
il |u'|.'j|.|;.||li-_1|.'lmll|'|||:_-.'s.l.|'i.s.-
lrigey B Lhee B I5-liram wear anller
sy risgialatony sorkny over
lasa wisr's (gt cancellabionms.

Ellwers sleprpaed dowen o 10
March, citing personal res-
s, fllowing a regulalon
rebke e the airEne's inad-
spuietde prbmninings Eor prilol res|
il duty niles, which trig-
grereel psise gkt canced Lo
In Descenyber.

The civil asEationnegulaioe,
Directorale General of Civil
AwEion, reprinanded siveral
sirtior executives, inclinling
Efmers, ciling “inadeguats
overall oversight of Mgl
oot s aiml orisis manse-
meni”, Co-fonmder and man-

Willimm “Willie® ‘Walsh, cumrently director general of lata m

aping director Mol Bhatia
e baben tmporary charge of
et Jow-cnst carrier sknce his
dlerparture, Wabsh is exppectid
{o join the airfine by 3 August,
Tillorwinigs D b ab U Tata,
iy enils an 31Tl
“Willie Walsh is a global
leader with prosen creden-
tials. His induciion reflecis
very pasilively on Iondigo’s

wronwdng globad poofile and oa
thie st fueral acdvandsgne that
L i coniimees 1o nisin-
toin, This is o oew e ol
change, chianges Ueat TodiGo
redpuines a5 il pregeines lor s
losiag-Buaamd enessivon,” saaidd Bl
Foanl, TR0 a1 CAPA Indga, an
aviation sdvisory and research
practice

“IndliCro isevads o baeikd a

ptse ressilienl il organi-
ealion a% i cvainliises Lo gro
eprrrentially ard prepne for
hang-had  operations with
ALSOS fa wide-bady planel
The A%S0 inehusction B ey 1o
Incliaos fafure,” Faul sxid.

Al this stagne, whial mattersis
the degith of Walsh's exgheri-
ettt anel his ahility 1o create
omaniigdl impact, sakl Jai-
rianty Sah, anadyst af Equins
Securilies M Lid.

“His track record, particou-
Larly in caost management, will
b bnigrhly wedenvaant B e v i
the carrenl envErmnen The
challenges arising from the
Wesil Asia criss—eden'abed uel
ool alnsric consltainls, amd
lonager ighit paths—arne bnliis-
trv-wide and net unigee e
Trnudia Uiltiencabiely, the sticrisss
el ks benire will hings on how
eflectively e circuiles inlerms-
el expansion and maneges
dbrerall lluctiogs” Shak sl

For an exfendod persio of
s atary, g folivemintcom
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Vir Vikram Yadav named DGCA chief in major bureaucratic reshuffle

Farsh kumangdsemint oom
HEWDELH

le=grvesrmument on Tises-
day appointed senior
Imdian Adbministrative

Service {IAS) officer Vir
Vikrmm Yo asile nesy cluiel
O i oty s v Ko nigg -
latur, amid recend Dighi dis-
ruptions Hiaked o the imple-
imenlation ol mesw ikl rest
MM,

Yol replaces Fair Ahmed
Fihivai as directar geneml ol
the Dhrectorate General aof
vl Aviiathoa IMGEA), whis
lexs bewent transberred to the
Depasrtrmanl o Persainmed and

Training under U Prima
Madsters Office Both olficers
will assamme the rank of adadi-
I1u|u|:|'|.'r|-lur_\- =

These  appoinlmenls,
approvesd i ihe appoinlinents
committes of the cabine
{ACCE are part of a bioader
bureacratic reshmillle rvody -
ing several ministries amd
tleparinenls

The Cenitre moved Chan-
chal Fumar, seeretary af U
ministry ol developosent of
North Easlerm region
IMDGNER], to the mbndstry of
Inlormation:and brosdesting.
Hanjay Jaju will ke over a5
the new secredary al the
MDD EIL

Wir ¥ikram Yadav's appoiniment = part of 2 broader bureavcratic

reshuffle involing several ministries, departments.

Samjay Lahiva, additional
wrn'liu.l::. in the mindslry of
e, b Dewenn eemned special
s ary in U departient ol

SF 000 DOHL

Ananecizl services (DOFS), nsinds-
try il Tirmnmees, He wailll take over
after Nagaraju Maddirala
reliresain 3 May H26

L plbiesr Ky appsoiid inenis
at the seeretary level, Rohit
Hamsl, addetionl saretary in
Uher minisry of teatibes, has
been appoinied secrelary,
dlepartment of mursl develsp-
menl. in place ol Slailesh
Fumizar Shgh

Blarat Harbanskal Khera
has been names] ollicer an
speecial duty in theminisry ol
micro, small and mediom
enferprises (MEME) in the
rank and gy ol secretuy aml
will take charge upon the
superninmilion of Suldias
Chanclra Lal D on 30 Agaril,

Ninvelita Shackla Ve, see-
retary, department ol chemi-
rals amd petro-chemicals has

seen appoinled s secrelary,
dhepartment of administrtive
refornsand pubilic gricvances:
with additionalc hange of soec-
retary, departoment ol pen-
sdons and pensionens welfane.

Bhuvnesh Koamar, chiel
execilive of Diigiae ldentili-
cation Authority of Indi, has
e appointed as secretacy,
minisiry ol lourismin plceol
Sl s Kirksdine, wlids hasbeen
ler Llbe mnimistey of misnocily
allairs,

Abhishek Singh, direclo
gretmrril ol the Natioaal Liafor-
matics Centre, has beesn
aupisiid sl as directir geaseral
ol L Mt iy ] Tesitineg gy
in the rank and pay of sscre-

Lary by upiggracling U post.

Narenuha Bhooshan s
by appaosindend a5 sevretary,
therpartmieril of laod resources,
i Cloznel r Sebdeer Kumar,
has been appointed as e
execulive of the National
Hainfed Ares Authorly inthe
rank el pary of secnetany,

her key appoinimenis
inchude Punest Kansl beitg
muamiesd bl il secretary in
e mingsiry ol civil avealion.
Moma K. Ehandar bas been
appinten] s ackditiooel e
tary in tie department of
sowial justice amd A
il

For mar extenaded persion gf
thin sy, go i Fivernint_oom.



HITAg t‘z‘rtrr‘frrﬁzim:t&m:m

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLEWWNIUM POST

DELHT

1 APRIL 2026

Aviation watchdog
DGCA gets new chief

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A new Direc-
tor General is set to take over
the reins of DGCA after many
challenging months as it works
to ensure high saflety standards,
help airlines navigate the head-
winds of the West Asia conflict
and implement various passen-
ger-friendly initiatives.

During the tenure of incum-
bent chief Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
who is being replaced by Vir
Vikram Yadav, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) grappled with multi-
ple challenges, including mas-
sive disruptions at IndiGo in
December last year, lapses at
various atrlines, crashes involy-
ing aircraft of non-scheduled

rators and the fatal accident
of Air India plane in June 2025,

Being one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets, India is witnessing
significant air traffic demand
even as airlines, keen (o expand
operations, are grappling with
aircraft sllurl‘.ag\r. and now the
West Asia turmoil on the inter-
national fronl

Yadawv, a senior TAS officer of

1996 Odisha cadre, is currently
an Additional Secretary at the
Ministry of Environment, For-
est & Climate Change.

After being at the helm
of the regulator for little
over a year, Kidwai has been
appointed as an Additional
Secretary at the Department
of Personnel & Training under
the Ministry of Personnel, Pub-
lic Grievances and Pensions,
according to an official order

on Tuesday.
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IndiGo appoints IATA chief

William Walsh as new CEO

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The country’s
largest aieline IndiGo on Tues-
day announced the appoint-
ment of William Walsh, a pilot
and current chief of the global
alrlines’ grouping IATA, as its
mext CEQ.

The appointment comes
less than three weeks afier the
sudden exit of Pieter Elbers
against the backdrop of massive
operational disruptions al the
airline in December last year.

An airline industry vet-
eran, Walsh, popularly known
as Willie, was furrn::l}' CED
of British Airways and IAG
(International Airlines Group, a
holding company, which owns
Aer Lingus, British Adrways,
Iberia, Level and Vueling).

Announcing the appoint-
ment of Walsh as the CED,
which is subject to regula-
tory approvals, IndiGo, in a
release, said his tenure at TATA
comes o a close on July 31
and is expected to join no later

than Aungust 3.

e o
FILERC

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
is the global grouping of air-
lines, including IndiGo, Air
India, Air India Express and
Spicelet. The appointment of
Walsh was approved by the
board of InterGlobe Aviation
on Taesday.

As IndiGo CEO, Walsh
will be responsible for the
overall management and
strategic  direction of the
airline with a focus on trans-
formational  initiatives 1o
strengthen the operational
performance, advance the
company’s network and com-
mercial strategy while enhane-

ing customer experience.

“He will work dosely with
the board and the leadership
team Lo rightfully position
IndiGe as it scales up to the
nexl Phas:: of its Erul.ﬂl'l," the
airline said.

Witlsh will also be among
the few CEOs who are also
pilots. Omnly a handful of people
who were pilots have helmed
an Indian airline. He will be the
third fUIi."EE]'I. CED for IndiGo,
which started operations in
Aupust 2006.

As the TATA chief. Walsh is
known lo express his views ina
frank and direct manner.

IndiGo Managing Direc-
tor Rahul Bhatia described
Walsh a8 an “iconie and accom-
plished aviation leader”. Bhatia
said Walsh brings a rare com-
bination of global perspec-
tive, upcﬁl‘.'mna] expertise aof
having built strong customer-
focused airlines, deep industry
experience and a values-driven
keadership, making him excep-
tionally suited to lead IndiGo
al this pivotal cusp of growth.
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Airfares rise sharply, may
hit summer travel demand

Fares may rise further in coming weeks as ATF prices undergo revision

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

AIRLINES have raised their
ticket prices sharply amid West
Asia conflict, which has result
ed in fewer options on longer
routes, surge in jet fuel prices,
imposition additional fuel sur
charge and removal of fare
caps by the povernment.
One-way non-stop airfares in
economy class between New
Delhi and Rome have skyrock-
eted to T142 000 from T36,500 a
month ago. Airfares have gone
up in the domestic market as
well, especially between key
metro and holiday destinations.
Spot airfare from Bengaluru to
Delhi, which normally comes at
around T6,000-7,000, has surged
above TH,000 level. From Kolka-
ta to Mumbai. the same has
gone up from T5,500 to T6,800,
Rajiv Mehra, general secre-
tary, the Federation of Associa-
tions in Indian Tourism & Hos-
pitality (FAITH), said on key
metro routes such as Delhi-
Mumbai, Delhi-Jaipur and
Mumbai-Chennai fares have
risen 15-20%. However, fares
are more pronounced in last-
minute bookings, where fares
in some cases go up by 25-40%,
and on some leisure routes like
Goa or Srinagar, a major in-
crease has been noticed.
Mehra added that interna-
tional airfares are up even
though the demand is muted as
only essential travels are hap-
pening at this point. Fares are
expected to rise further in the
coming weeks as aviation tur-
hine fuel (ATF) prices undergo
another revision. Given fuel ac-

#2.411akh
(¥70.000)

Getting

T2.84 lakh
(743,000)

costlier

M Route @ Current airfares (Airfares last month)

| Kol-Mum |
= 76,800
= (rs00)

(#36,500)

B'luru-Del
8,100
(ThK-TK)

The impact of rising airfares on tourism sactor is expected to be
significant, malnly in the lelsure travel segment..We are seeing a
lot of cancellations — Rajv Mehra, gensral cecratary, FAITH

counts for nearly 3545% of an
airline's operating costs, even
marginal increases can lead to
rise in ticket prices,

“The impact of rising air-
fares on the tourism sector is
expected to be significant,
mainly in leisure travel seg-
ment...We are seeing a lot of
cancellations. Destinations that
are perceived as more afforda-
ble or accessible such as South
east Asia or domestic hill sta
tions are likely to benefit from
this redistribution of demand.
The war has led to a lot of can-

cellations for western destina-
tions and the US region.”

A spoliesperson at Cleartrip
stated the USA stands out as
the costliest overseas destina-
tion. Similarly, fares to popular
European summer spots such
as France, Greece, and Italy
have increased. The spokesper-
sonadded that there has been a
significant demand towards
short-haul international trips.
This has led to a huge surge in
bookings for places like Almaty
in Kazakhstan, as well as Thai-
land and Malaysia,
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New I&B secy in bureaucratic reshuffle

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR i@ MNew Deih

IN a significant bureaucratic
reshuffle, the Centre on Tues-
dav appointed Chanchal Kumar
as Secretary in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(1&B) and Vir Vikram Yadav as
Director General of the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
don (DGCA), with both officers
assuming charge immediately

Chanchal Kumar, a 1992-
batch [AS officer of the Bihar
cadre, moves from his current
role as Secretary of the Minis-
try of Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER), re-
placing Sanjay Jaju, who has
been reassigned to head DoN-
ER. Vir Vikram Yadav, an Odi-
cha cadre LAS officer, takes over
as DGCA from Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai, who will now
serve as Additional
Secretary in the De- |",'-‘,.
partment of Persomnel
and Training .The re-
shuffle, approved by the
Appointments Commiites
of the Cabinet {ACC), also cov-
ers several other key minisiries
and departments at the secre-
tary, additional secretary, and
director general levels,

Rohit Kansal, curvently Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Minis-
try of Textiles, has been ap-

V'

pointed Secretarv in the
Department of Rural Develop-
ment, reflecting the govern-
ment's focus on strengthening
leadership in rural develop-
ment initiatives. Bhnvnesh Ku-
mar, Chiel Execative Officer of
the Unigue Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAT),
has been named Secre-
tary in the Ministrv of
Tourism, while Srivat-
sa Krishna, the outgo-
ing Tourism Secretary,
moves to the Ministey of
Minority Affairs. These ap-
pointments are part of a broad-
er effort to ensure adminisira-
tive continuity and support
policy implementation across
critical government finctions.
At the additional secretary
level, several officers have also
been reassigned to koy roles.

Kumar, a 1992-batch
1AS officer of Bihar cadre

Chanchal Kumar, a 1992-batch
|AS afficer of the Bihar cadre,
mowves from his current role as
Secretary of the Ministry of
Development of North Eastermn
Region (DoNER), replacing Sanjay
Jaju, whao has been reassigned to
head DoMER. The reshuffle also
covers several others key minlsties
and departments.

Sanjay Lohiva, currently Ad-
ditional Secretary in the Minis-
try of Mines, has been appoint-
ed Special Secretary in the
Department of Financial Setrv-
ices under the Finance Minis-
try and will take over as Secre-
tary following superannuation
of the incumbent, Nagaraju
Maddirala on May 31.

Diwakar Nath Mishra, pres-
ently Additional Secretary in
the Department of Revenue un-
der the Ministry of Finance,
has been appointed Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of
Power. Mona K. Khandar has
been posted as Additional Sec-
retary in the Department of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment,
while Gvanendra D. Tripathi
has been appointed Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Apricultural Research and Ed-

ucation and will also serve as
Secretary of the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research
under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers' Welfare.

Other appointments include
Vishal (Gagan as Secretary of
the Central Information Com-
mission, N Gulzar, currenily
Additional Secretary in the De-
pariment of Telecommunica-
tions, as Member Secretary of
the NCR Planning Board in the
rank of Additional Secretary,
and Abhishek Singh. presently
Director General of the Nation-
al Informatics Centre, as Direc-
tor General of the National
Testing Agency nnder the Min-
istry of Education.

Marendra Bhooshan, a 1982
batch IAS officer of the Uttar
Pradesh cadre. has been ap-
pointed Secretary in the De-
partment of Land Resources,
while Tejveor Singh, a 1994-
batch LAS officer of the Punjab
cadre, has been named Secre-
tary in the Department of
Chemicals and Petrochemicals,
replacing Nivedita Shukla Ver-
ma, who has been reassigned as
Secrotary in the Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances with addi-
tional charge of the Depart-
ment of Pensions and Pension-
ors’ Welfare.
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DGCA chief Faiz Ahmed Kidwai transferred

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

Three months after large-
scale flight cancellations by
IndiGo disrupted air travel
across the country, the chief
of the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has been
transferred. The
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) has
appointed Vir Vikram Yadav,
replacing Faiz Ahmed Kidwai.

Yadav, an Odisha cadre IAS
officer who replaces Kidwai
at DGCA, is his batchmate and
is currently serving as addi-
tional secretary in the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change.
Kidwai, a 1996 batch IAS
officer of Madhya Pradesh
cadre, has been appointed as
additional secretary in the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT), according to
an order by the ACC.

“Shri Vir Vikram Yadav, IAS
(OR:96), Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Environment,
Forest & Climate Change as
Director General, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation,
Ministry of Civil Aviation in
the rank and pay of
Additional Secretary to the
Government of India by

keeping the Recruitment
Rules of the post in abeyance
vice shri Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
IAS (MP:96) upon his appoint-
ment as Additional Secretary,
Department of Personnel &

Training. Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions,” the order
read. With this appointment,
he will now head India’s avi-
ation regulator at a time
when the sector is witnessing
rapid expansion, increasing
air traffic and ongoing safety
oversight reforms.

The reshuffle comes at a
crucial time for the aviation
sector, with the DGCA closely

monitoring airline safety, fleet
expansion, airport infrastruc-
ture readiness and regulato-
ry compliance amid strong
growth in domestic and inter-
national air travel. The DGCA
is responsible for regulating
civil aviation in India, includ-
ing air safety, licencing, air-
worthiness, and operational
standards, making the posi-
tion one of the most impor-
tant regulatory roles in the
country's aviation sector.

Tuesday's appointments
were part of a wider bureau-
cratic reshuffle approved by
ACC. In the wake of the West
Asia war, DGCA is keeping a
close watch on airline oper-
ations as there are significant
disruptions due to airspace
curbs in the region as well as
other operational challenges
and rising fuel prices.

On the other hand, the
watchdog has taken certain
passenger-friendly measures.
Carriers are set to offer at
least 60 per cent of seatsina
flight without levying any
additional charge from April
20, as well as maintain a
transparent seat allocation
policy. Airlines have opposed
the revised policy citing
revenue loss concerns.
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IndiGo appoints
William Walsh
as new CEO

RAJESH KUMAR
B New Delhi

IndiGo on Tuesday
announced the appointment
of former British Airways
chiefwilliam Walsh, popular-
ly known as Willie, as its
new Chief Executive Officer
(CED). Walsh is succeeding
Elbers who resigned from
the airline on March 10.

The Board of InterGlobe
Aviation Limited (IndiGo) on
Tuesday appointed William
Walsh as the Chief Executive
Officer, subject to regulatory
approvals. Mr Walsh's tenure
at IATA comes to a close on
the uly 31, 2026, and he is
expected to join no later
than on the August 3, 2026,
said IndiGo in an official
statement.

Walsh, an airline industry
veteran, is currently the
Director General of the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) and was
formerly CEO of British
Airways and IAG
(International Airlines Group,
a holding company which
owns Aer Lingus, British
Airways, Iberia, Level and
Vueling).
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IndiGonames Willie Walsh as CEO

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 31 March

Low-costcarrier IndiGo has
appointed Willie Walsh
{photo) as its new Chief
Executive Officer, the
company said on Tuesday,
marking a high-profile
leadership change as the
carrier accelerates its global
ambitions.

The appointment of Walsh,
currently Director General
of the International Air
Transport Association (LATA),
is subject to regulatory
approvals, Histenure at IATA
will conclude on 31 July,
2026, and heis expected to
join IndiGo no later than 3
August, 2026. Walsh will
succeed Pieter Elbers, who
steppeddown as CEOon 10
March.

Walsh brings decades of
leadership experience in
global aviation. As head of

The Statesman

IATA, he has been a central
figure shaping industry
responses to issues such as
airline profitability; sustainability
targets and regulatory
frameworks.

Prior to IATA, Walsh led
International Aidines Group,
the parent company of British
Adrways, Iberia and Aer
Lingus, and is widely credited
with steering complex airline
operations and large-scale
restructurings.

The appointment comes
at a pivotal time for IndiGo

Wed, @1 April 2826
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79520382

as it moves beyond its
traditional low- cost, short-haul
model and expands into
long-haul international markets.
The airline has placed large
aircraft orders including
wide-body planes, expanded
its international footprint
across Europe and Asia, and
intensified competition with
full-service carriersonglobal
routes. Walsh's experience
in managing international
airline networks is expected
tosupport IndiGo's trnsition
intoa moreglobalby competitive
CArrier

The move highlights IndiGoks
intent to align itself more
closely with global aviation
standards and leadership as
India emerges as one of the
fastest-growing air travel
markets, Walsh's exit will
also mark the end of his
tenure at IATA, where he
has beena prominent advocate
for aidine interests worldwide,

&
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ninternational team ofengineers,
led by the University of Sheffield,

has developed a new way of

aking sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) using solar energy.

The techniquecould reducethe rlr_lunn_
onused cooking oil to produce SAF
key barder to supplying more SAF to dw
aviation industry and cutting its carbon
emissions.

Researchers say the new method could
be scaled to industrial levels and have
identified potential sustainable fuel hubs
in five countries that could supply global
aviation,

A new way of making sustainable
aviation fuel that could cut the reliance
on used cooking oil as a feedstock has
been developed by a team of engineers
led by the University of Sheffield.

The new technique captures CO2 from
the air, combines it with hydrogen, amd
then heats it using concentrated solar
energy to produce the fuel.

In a study published in the journal
Nature Commuinications, the researchers
used comprehensive computer modelling
and simulation to understand how and
where this first-of-its-kind technology
could function at an industrial scale.

Their analysis sugeests thatfive countries
across different continents could be
stitable for such karge-scale SAF production
plants, due totheir high levels of sunlight
and low costs of hydrogen or land. These
are: the USA (North America), Chile
(South America), Spain (Europe), South
Africa (Africa), and China (Asia)

The research follows recent statistics
fromthe UK’s SAF mandate, whichshow
the majority of SAF in the UK is made
from used cooking oil. Professor Meihong
Wang, Professor of Energy Systems at
the University of Sheffield, who led the
research, said:

"Decarbonising the aviation industry
is key to slowing global warming and
achieving net zero. SAF has emerged as
4 promising solution to meet energy
needs while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, asitworksinexisting engines,
potentially allowing for sustainable air
travel without major mechanical changes

Wed, @1 Apr
Glll’ stmm https://epa

Solar energy
couldbe key
to making
sustainable
aviation fuel

Anewwayofmakingsustainable
aviation fuelthatcould cutthereliance
onusedcookingoilasafeedstockhas
beendevelopedbyateamofengineers
\ledbythe University of Sheffield.

to aeroplanes. However, amajorchallenge
in switching to SAF is ensuring that we
have enough feedstock to produce the
huge amount of fuel that the industry

scalingupSAFE s arenewable eneney-powerad
way ofcapturing CO2 fomairand making
SAFthatis cost-effective and canbe scaled
to incustrial levels. Italsoreduces dedricity

needs and also making the fuel in a way
that doesn't require fossil fuels.

“The process we have proposed has
the potential toaddress key challengesin

il 2026
per.thestatesman.com/c/79516073

consumption in the production process

and can fit within a circular economy.”
The solar-driven SAF technique was

developedin collaboration with researchers

fromthe East China University of Science
and Technology. It improves on an existing
proposed way of making SAT called
Direct Air Capture and COZ2 Utilisation
(DACCU), which is currently in the
research and development phase.

Thisexisting DACCU method captures
CO2 from the air and combines it with
hydrogen, similar to the proposal led by
Sheffield; however.it heats the chemicals
using a fossil fuel — natural gas — a
process which the Sheffield-led team
says would prevent SAF from being a
truly sustainable fuel

The researchers from Sheffield and
China have shown in their study that
replacing the fossil fuel with concentrated
solar energy is capable of providing the
intense heat needed tocreate thechemical
reactions to pmoduce SAFE. It could also
cost kessthan existing DACCU pathways

projections estimate USS4.62 per kg

compared to US85.6 per kg

Professor Wang added:

“Theinnovationlies in alydmoeen-fhuidised
calciner. This is aspecialised reactor that
uses a field of mirrors to focus sunlight,
eliminating the need foronsite fossil fuel
combustion. By using hydmogen to droulate
the carbon particles, the system also
streamlines production as it serves as
the medium to circulate the carbon
particles while simultaneously providing
the essential feedstock for fuel synthesis.

“This dualpurpose design allows us
to bypass traditional, complex steps like
syngas production and CO2 purification,
resulting in a much more streamlined
and cost-effective production cycle. By
converting atmospheric carbon into SAF
directly onsite, we transform CO2 from
awaste product into a valuable resource,
tostering a droulareconomy that diminates
the need forexpensive pipeline networks
and geological reservoirs required by
traditional carbon capture and storage.”

Thestudy was conducted by researchers
from the University of Sheffield, the
University of Manchester, and the East
China University of Science and Technology.
The project was supported by the EU
RISE project OPTIMAL and the Nationial
Natural Science Foundation of China.
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IndiGo

strengthens
India-China
connectivity:

ot

Kolkata: IndiGo
commenced its daily,
non-stop service between
Kolkata and Shanghai, on
29 March, marking another
significant milestone in
strengthening air
connectivity between India
and People’s Republic of
China. This launch builds
on IndiGo's recent
expansion in China,
including the successful
reinstatement of flights
from Kolkata to Guangzhou
and the subsequent start of
operations from Delhi. The
service is being operated
using IndiGo's
state-of-the-art,
fuel-efficient A320neo
aircraft, offering customers
a comfortable flying
experience.
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60-day aviation fuel stock: Govt

New Delhi: There 1s an ade-
Quate supply of avlatlon tur-
hine fiel (ATF) for the nayt 50
days In the country without
any Interraptlon, civil avia-
tion mintster Kinfarapu Ram-
mohan Naldo informed the
Rajya Sabha on Monday,

He was responding to a
supplementary query on
the supply sltuatlon of ATF
in Indla amid the ofl crisis
because of the West Asia con-
et

“Wo have an adequate
supply of ATF in our country
right now. The regular process
is that the production that hap-
pens for ATFE, almest half of 1t
1z for domestic consumption

and half 1s exported,” Nakiu
sald

“We have supplies for the
next 60 days without any inter-
rupthon, and we don't foreses
any Kind of problem th ATF
roduction In our country,

Responding to another
query on the 1ssue of safety,
he sald the ministry had in-
creased the number of audlts
on afriines with safety as its
top priority.

“We have increased the
number of audits on the atr-
Hnes. We are doing the audits
multiple Himes. Safety 1s the
top-most priority for the min-
istry, and that is why we are
acttvely doing the checks.” the

minlster said.

To another guestion on
emergency landing faciiitles,
Naldun sald an emergency
landing or a prefierred landing
Laprioritsen based on the aafe-
ty of the landing.

He added that one has to
comply with safety regula-
tions before deciding on how
t0 land, and it depends on the
type of atrcraft, weather con-
dittoms and other factors.

In hig written reply to a
question on whether the gov-
ernment has divected all air-
line operators to complete in-
spection of the locking mecha-
nism of the fuel control switch
on their fleet in the aftermath

of the Alr Indla crash, the
minister sald: “In July 2025,
the Directorats General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) Issned
an order mandating all appil-
cahile operators to inspect the
Incking mechanism of the fuel
contral switeh on the Boelng
fleet of atreraft in the country
as per Spacial Alrworthiness
Information Bulletin (SAIB)
NM-18-33 1ssued by Feder-
al Aviation Administration
(FAA)

“Atlrlines operators have
carried out the required in-
spections, and all atrcraft
{have been) found satisfactory
fior cperation.”

F11
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Post-Elbers, IndiGo picks ex-BA
chief William Walsh as CEO

Tinars Newes Nrrwoas

New Delhi: IndiGo on Tues-
tay named DG ol Internatio-
nal Alr Transport Associa-
tion (LATA) and former Bri
tish Airwavs chief William
Walah as tts new CEQ.
Alrline prometer and MDD
Rahul Bhatia had nssumed
chargeas CEOIn the interim
after Pieter Elbers’ resigna-
thon last month with hmme-
diate effect. Elbers, then
KILM president and CEQ of
KLM, was brought to IndiGo
about four years ago to ex-
pand its international oot
print. While the foreiyn foot-
print expanded substantial
Iy following the Dec schedilo
collapse, Elbers put in his pa-
pers, Bhatln had sald the
schedule collapse “should
never have taken place™
Now, IndiGo has chosen
an industry vetersn who can
Bedp W expand globally Walsh,
who will take charge in Aug,

FOCUS ON EXPANSION

> William Walsh began his
career in aviation as a cadet
pilot with Aer Lingus in 1979
» Choosing a palot-turmed-
mgrmit heavywelght =
with CEQ experience |
shows Walsh's flocus |
will be equally on ;
operations and expansion
= Willie, as Walsh is
popularty known as, will
complete tentre at IATA an
July 31, 2026, and is Rleky
to join IndiGo by Aug 3

s trained phlot who has been
the CEQ of Aer Lingus, Bri-
tish Anrways, and then of In
ernational Aldines Groug,
which is 8 holding company
that owns these two airines
along with Iberia, Level and
Vueling. He began his caresr
In aviation as a cadet pilot
with Aer Lingus in 1979,

P Likely to join by Aug 3, P 20

William Walsh expected
to join IndiGo by Aug 3

kContinued from P 1

management  heavy-
-4 weight with CEOQ expe-
rience shows that his focus
will be equally on operations
.'|I'|I| l'x|)t|'||'|1:llﬂ to  ensure
what happened last Dec nev-
er recurs. Willie, as Walsh Is
popularty  known as, will
complete his tenure ar TATA
o1 July 31, 2026, and 1= expect
ed tojoin IndiGo by Augi
Amailsent by Rahul Bha
tin to emplovess to inform
them of Wille's appointment
Tuesday was signed off as
kuchh hee dino kea meh-
mean’ as CEQ And the one
senton Marchlito announce
Elbers' resignation  was
signed as "main hoonna™.
On hisappointment, Rha-
“As we enler a new
phaseof transformation and

( ] 'Idxkﬂng a pllot-turned

growih, Lam dellghted towel
come Willie to IndiGo. He is
an keonie and acoomplished
ivintion leader and brings a
rare combination of glohal
perspoctive, aperational ox
pertiseof havingbuiltstrong
customer-focused  alrlines
deep industry experience
and n values-driven leader
ship, making him exception-
ally suited to lead TndiGo at
this pivotal cusp ol growih.”

Walsh said: "1 am delight-
ed to have the opportunity to
lead IndiGo, The avistion
landscape is evolving rapidiy
ind  IndiGo  §s  extremely
well-positioned to be at the
farefront of thischange. ook
forward to partnering with
colleagues across the argani-
sation tobuild a culture of ex-
eellence, inpovation, eollabo-
ration and sustainable value
firr all stakeholders "
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Duty free area
bypass to cost
DIAL 7230cr loss

48-metre shortcut crea-
i \ted for international ar-
rivalstohead from immigra-
tion to baggage carousels
without walking through
much of the dutyv-free area
will reportedly cost DIAL
and stakeholders an annual
loss of Rs 230 crore, reports
Saurabh Sinha. A clampdo-
wn on duty-free mobile carts
and food delivery could cost
them another Rs114 crore.

DIAL has requested the
aviation ministry and
BCAS to reconsider these
non-security sensitive deci-
sions, saying a fall in non-
aeronautical revenue of Rs
344 crore a year will hike re-
venue requirements from
aeronautical side. PS5
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Three ‘security curbs’ to cost ¥340cr, may burden flyers

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A 48-metre shortcut
created for international arrivals
to head from immigration to bag-
gage carousels without walking
through much of the dutyfree
area could be costing Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd (DIAL) and
stakeholders an annual loss of
over Rs 230 crore. Moreover, a
clampdown on dutyfree mohile
carts and food delivery withinthe
airport by eateries inside could
cost them another Rs 114 crore.
DIAL hasrequested the Union
aviation ministry and the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
to reconsider these decisions on
the grounds that a fall in non-ae-
ronautical revenue of collectively
over Rs 344 crore per anmam will
increase the revenue require-
ments from the aeronautical side.
The latter is recovered through a
mix of landing parking charges,
based on which airlines determi-
ne airfares and user development

fee (UDF), paid directly by flyers.
Govt sources said they are
aware of these issues and are
trying to sort them out ina way
thattakes care of security requi-
rements without necessitatinga
hike in required aero collection
that could further burdenflyers.
At the core of DIAL-BCAS

tussle arethree issues:

ARRIVALDUTYFREE LAYOUT
After clearing immigration,
international arrivals walk thro-
ugh the dutyfree area, either for
planned or impulse shopping. At
1GIA, DIAL has pointed out to
govt that earlier, the layout at T3
approved by BCAS involved a 70-
metre walk through dutyfree to
the carousels. “This location is
not part of the security hold area
and poses no security concern,”
DIAL has told the ministry.
“BCAS directed DIAL to have
an alternate straight exit route
(after immigration) to arrival
The shorter route is 22 metres

Photo for representation

NO IMPULSE BUYING?

long and only 48 metres shorter
than the original route. But it by-
passes 90% of the dutyfree area,
hugely impacting DIAL revenue.
There has been no such interven-
tion by BCAS at other metro air-
ports inIndia,” said a source.

The airport operator has esti-
matedannual loss inrevenue tothe
tune of Rs 50 crore to the dutviree
concessionaire; Rs 48 crore to it-
self; Rs 22 crore to Airports Autho-
rity of India (revenue share) and
Rs 14 crore to passengers, which
was the cross-subsidy to aero char-
ges. “Govt encourages non-aero re-

venue like dutyfree to cross-subsi-
dise passenger charges by 30%,”
DIAL has told the ministry.

FOOD DELIVERY AT GATES
The operator has requested
the aviation ministry to allow it
to resume food delivery at boar-
ding gates. Passengers could or-
der from eateries within the air-
port and the same was delivered
to them at the gates. The practi-
ce was stopped in Aug 2023 follo-
wingadirective from BCAS.
“Food delivery used to take
place bevond the security hold
area by staff already working at
the eateries with valid airport
entry passes. There was no secu-
rity or safety concern. This is a
common practice at many air-
ports in India and abroad. lis
stoppage has inconvenienced
passengers and is causing huge
revenue loss,” DIAL has told govt.
The Air Travellers Associa-
tion has requested DIAL to resu-
me the service and the operator

has, in turn, sought nod from the
ministry and BCAS.

India’s busiest airport used
to get about 3,000 daily orders
and taking an average of Rs 400,
the daily turnover was Rs 12
lakh. DIAL hasestimated an an-
nual loss of about Rs 74 crore —
Rs 55 crore for the concessionai-
re; Rs 11 crore for DIAL; Rs 5 cro-
re to AAI and Rs 3 crore cross-
subsidy for passengers.

DUTYFREE MOBILE CARTS
DIAL had two dutyfree mobi-
le carts at international side bo-
arding gates, which have been
removed on BCAS directive.
“These carts were placed at pre-
designated locations only during
departure time for international
flights.” DLIAL has told the ministry
It has estimated the loss in revenue
due to their removal at about Rs 39
crore annually - Rs 25 crore to the
concessionaire; Rs 8 crore to DIAL;
Rs 4 crore to AAI and Rs 2 crore
cross-subsidy to passengers.



critical time for Indian refiners
Biring tipghtening inventories”
said Sumit  Ritolia, lesd
research analyst (refining amd
modeling ) at commodity mar-
ket analytic firm Epler

While the identity of the buy-
&r 15 unknown, Vadinaris home
to an ol refinery of Rissian
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Airfares set to spike
with surge injet fuel
prices from today

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31

Asurge in the prices of avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF) from
April 1issetto push airfares
higher, as a sharp global
crude spike and escalating
tensions around the Strait of
Hormite Hghten the screws
on India's maation sector

The pressure is already vis-

ible on ticket pricing, and air-
ines sav the next round of
revisions will accelerate the
pass-through to passengers,

What is unfolding is not a

mutme  fuel adjustment.
Global jet fuel prices have
maore than doubled in four
weeks, from 505.9 per barrel
on February 20 to nearby 5197
by Marmch 20, doven by supply
disruptions hnked to the US-
Lsrael and Tran war, Crude has
rsen over 50 per cent during
the same period. For the air-
lines, where fuel accounts for
30-40 per cent af'the cost, this
is adirect hit on marpins,

The peopditical risk has
sharpened the uncertainty. US
President Donald Trump on
Tuesdoy said countoes facng
jet fuel shortape should “go to
the Strait and just TAKE IT
and “leam to Gight for them-
selves”, underlining the frapili-

Willie Walsh

INDIGO NAMES WILLIE
WALSH AS ITS CEO

[nd iGo on Tuesday announced
the appaintrment of endation vet
eran Willie Walsh as its Chief

B ithve Officer (CED, replacing
Pieter Elbers, who stepped down
earlier this month, with Walsh
settotake charge by August 3.

VIR VIKRAM YADAV IS
NEW DGCA CHIEF

The Central Govemimenton
Tuesday appaintad VirVikram
Yadavasthe newchiefof the
DGCA, replacing FalzAhmed
Kidwal, in awider bureaucratic
reshiufe spanning multiple
ministries and departments.

ty of supply lines and the possi-
bility of prolonged disraption.
“oountnes that can't pet jet
fuel becatise of the Straitof Hor
mier, likethe TR which refiised

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Airfares setto spike with surge in jet fuel prices from today

to get imvolved in the decapits-
tion of Tran, T have a sugpestion
foryow: mumber 1, buy fom the
S, wehave plenty,and number
2, bulld up some delayved
cotimge, goto the Strait and just
TAKE IT Youll have to start
learning how 1o fight for your-
self, the US won't be there to
help you anymore, just like vou
werent there for us, Imn has
been, essenbally, decamated
The hard part s done. Go get
your own oll,” Thump said on
Truth Socal

For the airlines, that risk is
now being priced in The
Centre is attempting to limit
the damage, Sources said the
Ministry of Civil Aviationwas
working on a three-pronged
plan, pushing states to cut
VAT on the ATE reviewing

airport charges and examin-
ing policy options to absorb
part of the shock. Aviation
Mimster Kinjarapu HRam
Mohan Naidu is expected to
write to chief ministers, par-
ticularly in high-tax states,
where VAT continues to keep
the ATF prices elevated.

But the room to absorb

costs 15 shnnkmpg. The air-

lines are faang a double hit.
Alongside rising fuel hills,

airspace mestrictions amross
parts of West Asiaare foreing
longer fight paths, increas-
ing fuel burn and crew oosts.
This is pushing up operating
expenses even before the
ATF revision kicksin,

Aviation expert Mark Mar-
tin said the situation left little
flexibility, “With the nise in
waord jet fuel prices expeded
to be over 20 per cent, it is
extremnely likely that Indian
comparies will raise the cost
of jet fuel in proportion, and
this has already happened
with the naeasing of fuel

surcharges,” he said.

Dr Vandana Singh of the
Fedemtion of Aviation Tndus-
try in Indin said fare inireases
were now a calibrated necesst
ty, “Fuel accounts for nearky
35-40 per cent of the cost. Any
sustained rise directly feeds
into priding, espedally on
high-demand routes. The
challenpe 15 to avoid a
demand shodk in a pnce-sen-
sitive market,” she said,

For passengers, the shift is
already underway, “Fuel sur-
charges range from Rs 309 on
domestie routes to Bs 3,000
on longhaul sectors, with
base fares rising by Hs 425 to
Rs 2300 depending on dis-
tance,” the industry expert
said, adding that evena 510
per cent increase in fares

could soften demand, a risk
airlines were weighing as
they adjust priang,

Advocate Varun Singh,
founder of Foresight Law
Offices India, said the trend
was no longer unfoldmg, it
had arrived. “ATF prices are
at recard highs, and rising.
What we are seeing 15 not a
future risk but a present cost
shock.” he said,

“The April 1 revision will
accelerate fare increases. The
airlines will either raise
prces or cul capacity o pro-
tect margms. Low-cost carre
ers will be under most pres-
sure iff volatility continues,”
Varun added, calling for
urgent VAT rationalisation,
fuel hedging and tax review
medsres,
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