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In afirst, portstoget EV charging infra

PULA Das
Miews Dethl, 3t March

The government is planning
toexpand electric vehicle (EV)
charging facilities across
major public infrastructure,
including ar airports, high-
ways, and for the first time,
ports, a senior official said,
adding that the changing facil-
ities are likely to come with
hattery-swapping services.
The Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI) s in talks with
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Warerways, the Adrport
Authority of India (AAI), the
Matlonal Highways Authority
of India (NHAL), and multiple
state governments to identity
potential locations for EV
charging stations at pons, high-
ways, and airports. As part of
the 210,900 crore PM Electric
Drive Revolution in Innovative
Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-
DRIVE) scheme, a Budget of
2,000 crore hasbeen allocated
for the installation of EV charg-
ing stations and battery-swap-
plng facilites acroas the coln-
try. The programme aims o
ensure charpging connectivity

for India's rapidly growing EV
market and reduce reliance on
Internal combustion engine
vehicles, India aims to Increase
the number of public EV charg-
ing starions from 32 500 to
72,300 by theend of 202526,

Adrpores like Delhi’s Indiea
Gandhi International Airport
and Kochi Adrport, national
highways such as NH-d48
iDelhi-Jaipur-Agra) and NH-
1798 ( Chennai-Trichy), already
have EV charging infrastruc-
ture. More airporis and high-
ways are now being identified
for fumire installarions, along
with ports. “We have received
inputs from 14 states and held
an interministerial meeating.
Once we recebve further feed-
hack Mrom nebevant minisiries,
we will finalise the muidelines
Iy April,” the official said.

MHT1 has already pinpointed
20 national highways with high
truck traffic but has left it to
MNHAI to pursue tender pro-
cesses independently. The
ministry will cover 80 percent
of the costs invalved, the offi-
clal informed.

Among highways under
conslderation are busy routes

GROWTH

such as Bombay-Pune and
Bengaluni-Chennai. The NHAI
will use its own data 1o deter-
mine the locations for installa-
tion, while MHI will manage
the funding.

Queries sent to secretaries,
spokespeople, and chairpeople
of the involved ministries and
government agencies remained
unanswerad rill press time.

Under the PM E-DRIVE
scheme, the Centre offersup o
an JO per cent subsidy for pub-

B Under PM E-DRIVE, the
governmenthas allocated
¥2,000 crore towands
installation ol EV

rha rgingstatmns

B India aims to Inmase
BV charging stations to
2,300 by Ff26 from the
current 32,500 stations

B Ithas allocated ¥500
crofe towards subsidising
electric trucks for operators

W The (entre offers up to
an 0% subsidy for setting
up fast EV chargingstations

lic fast EV charging stations,
with potential for 100 per cent
funding in exceptional cases,
particularly in northeastem,
coastal, and hilly areas.
Regarding  battery-swap-
ping facilities, the official said:
"We will approve proposals
oncethey aresubmited by alr-
ports, ports, and NHAI pro-
vided they adhere tothe power
ministry’s muldelines.”
There-will be noresirictions
on the number or size of bar-

teries, however, safety stan:
dards implemented by the
power ministry will have to be
followed.

Ifthe AAL s conremplating
a bartery-swapping staton ir
a tender, they must specify
their power capabilities and
associated costs, Swapping sta.
tons will need to delivera cer:
tain level of service based or
their investments, “To ensurt
this, companies may need to
purchase batteries, While thi
may not be a formal condition
it will be addressed in the sery:
ice level agreement, which wil
cover aspects like up-time
power quality, and the specifics
of the service provided
However, the mumber of bar:
teries may not be specified
Ultimately, this is up to thi
AAlL, MNHAL and states
decide,” the official said. “Wi
are open toproviding subsidie:
for swapping stations, as it i
one of the provisions unde
PM E-DRIVE."

According to an industn
executive, cerain companies
could develop a battery-as-a
service model, similar to how
gas cylinders are provided.
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Tyre damage forces flight from
Jaipur to make an emergency

landing at Chennai airport

The aircraft landed safely and all the passengers and crew members are safe, officials say; on

landing at the Chennai airport, an inspection was carried out, and the damaged tyre was replaced

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

SpiceJet flight from
A]aipur suffered a

tyre damage and
made an emergency land-
ing at the Chennai airport
on Sunday morning, the
airport officials said.

The crew members and
all the 82 passengers on
board the aircraft are safe.
The flight departed from
Jaipur around 2 a.m.

‘Parameters normal’

“After take-off from Jaipur,
the air traffic control [ATC]
informed [the authorities
concerned] about a piece
of a tyre found on the run-
way. The flight continued
to the destination as all the
operations and parameters
were observed to be nor-
mal by the flight crew. The
Chennai ATC was informed

— R— F e —-
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Safe touchdown: Support teams were waiting at the airport
to give assistance, in case of any emergency. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

and a precautionary land-
ing was carried out,” the
airline said in a statement.

Ofhicials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said that on landing at 5.45
a.m., an inspection was
carried out.

Wheel No. 2 had suf-
fered damage. “As soon as
the Chennai ATC was in-

formed about it, support
teams, doctors, and fire
tenders were waiting for
the aircraft, to offer any as-
sistance in case of an emer-
gency situation, as per pro-
tocol. But the aircraft
arrived safely and went to

the bay with its own pow-
er,” an official said.

The airline said that the

aircraft had suffered a
“main wheel tyre tread
loss”. There was no other
damage to the aircraft.

“The aircraft landed
safely. During the post-
flight walkaround, a layer
of ply of the No. 2 main
wheel tyre was found,” the
airline said.

“Instances of wheel-tyre
tread loss could happen
due to various reasons.
Soon after landing, the tyre
was replaced and the air-
craft left the Chennai air-
port by 11 a.m.,” another
AAI official said.
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A point to ponder while solving
the Chennai airport conundrum

If Chennai has to regain lost traffic, this is the best solution: demolish the bridge across the river before the next floods. The old
secondary runway was working well for smaller aircraft. Build the parallel runway and use it for smaller aircraft and wide-body aircraft.

CITY MATTERS

A. Ranganathan

he heart and soul of an airport
is the runway. Unfortunately,
there appears to be a drift away
from safety and more of politi-
cal bombast. A recent video I received,
showing corrosion cracks on the under-
side of the secondary runway bridge at the
Chennai airport and the rhetoric about
pushing ahead with an environmental dis-
aster, called the Parandur airport project,
is something that should worry people of
Chennai. During an inspection in 2012 by
me, as a member of the Civil Aviation Safe-
ty Advisory Council (CASAC), I had docu-
mented several portions of the underside
of the bridge showing corrosion and
cracks. I had warned that, with time, the
poor construction would result in a disas-
ter. The Chennai airport was flooded on
October 27, 2005, owing to heavy rain, but
the main runway was above water and
flight operations were not affected. The
terrain sloping down towards the Adyar
and no obstacles on the path of the river
ensured free flow of water into the sea. On-
ly low-lying areas on either side of the
Adyar were affected

Stipulation violated

The Tamil Nadu PWD had informed Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) that the
maximum flood level was 10.5 metres, and
with free board of 0.5 metres, it would
amount to 11 metres. When AAI applied for
environmental clearance for building the
runway bridge across the Adyar, it was al-
lowed to build above 12.4 metres. This
would mean that the pier cap would be
1.65m above this, the girder of Im and the
runway surface concrete of 1m thickness.
This would make the elevation of the run-
way surface on top of the bridge 15.5m,
which will be 50.5 feet. The threshold of
the secondary runway, before the bridge
was built, was 36 feet.

The Ministry of Environment and For-
ests had permitted a bridge of 200m by
415m, but AAI built a bridge of 200m x
462.5m in violation of the stipulations.
What was worse was the pillars that were

Of late, there seems
to be an effort by
AAI to convince the
State government

to allot land for

use of the secondary

runway by wide-body

aircraft. No wide-
body aircraft will
use a non-precision
runway

to be of 1.2m diameter were only 0.86m.
The runway surface elevation on top of the
bridge was only 42 feet as per the Type A
Obstacle chart issued by AAI in 2010, 4m
short and 47m wider than the permitted
level. It had also built an embankment wall
of 12 feet height. The destruction caused
by the 2015 floods was made worse by this.
The main runway elevation at the intersec-
tion was 46 feet and the bridge was 42 feet
and the mid-section was only 33 feet, the
area through which the floodwaters
rushed, destroying everything on the way.
The December 2015 flood level was 13.4m,
well above the secondary runway bridge.

The floodwaters were not only from the
Chembarambakkam lake (which contri-
buted a mere 30%) but also from all the
waterbodies west of Chennai: Mudichur,
Sriperumbudur, and Parandur. We sur-
vived the 2015 floods, but if the waterbo-
dies at Parandur are filled with concrete, it
is unlikely that the bridge will survive sev-
ere floods. The fact is that even after 13
years, very few flights operate out of the
secondary runway and no wide-body air-
craft will use it as it does not have Instru-
ment Landing System (ILS). AAI has been
misleading the Tamil Nadu government to
get land allotted for building a Approach
Light System for the two ends. Without an
ILS, the runway will only be a non-preci-
sion runway and all that you need is a Sim-
ple Approach Light System, and the land
AAI is asking for is not needed at all. It
must be more for commercial reasons
than for operational reasons.

How to increase capacity

The Chennai airport’s runway capacity
can be increased by building a parallel run-
way with a separation of 200m, north of
the main runway. AAI could negotiate with
the Defence Ministry for the Army and
Coast Guard land. The areas occupied by
them around the airport will meet the re-
quirement for infrastructure. We have the
Metro Rail and the GST Road in place and
the Central and State governments should
consider this option. Take the London Gat-
wick Airport as an example. The parallel
runway can be used for the aircraft, like
A320 and B737 family, to take off and it
could also be used for landing from the
Pallavaram-end, as is being done at Port

Blair, Leh, and Bagdogra.

Of late, there seems to be an effort by
AAI to convince the State government to
allot land for use of the secondary runway
by wide-body aircraft. No wide-body air-
craft will use a non-precision runway, es-
pecially at night. An ILS Localiser requires
clear space behind the antenna array; it
has to be located in a vibration-free area.
Owing to the Metro Rail and heavy traffic
on the GST Road, the vibration levels are
too high for an ILS Localiser. The aircraft
movement on main runways and taxiways
will also cause deflection of Localiser
beams and they can never install an ILS for
Runway 12. Similarly, the position of Local-
iser for Runway 30 is not possible owing to
the beams getting deflected from the Coast
Guard hangar and other structures.

Late touchdown
If one goes through airport charts issued
by AAI from the time the secondary run-
way bridge was constructed, one would
see figures ranging from 32 feet to 46 feet
as the runway threshold for Runway 12.
This is dangerous as the landing distances
are based on crossing the threshold at 50
above the runway surface. This could re-
sult in a late touchdown and late landing.
We should also consider the landing over-
run if an aircraft lands late on Runway 12.
One should remember that beyond the
compound wall is the Metro Rail roof hold-
ing 25,000-volt cables and the crowded
GST Road traffic. We also have two petrol
stations across the road. Is it worth the risk
to push for operations from a dangerously
unsafe runway? If Chennai has to regain
lost traffic, this is the best solution. Demol-
ish the bridge across the river before the
next floods. The old secondary runway
was working perfectly well for smaller air-
craft and one does not need more than
8,000 feet of runway. Build the parallel
runway and use it for smaller aircraft and
wide-body aircraft from the main runway.
The government would save crores of tax-
payers’ money — and also lives in the event

of a disaster.

(Captain A. (Mohan) Ranganathan is
a former airline instructor pilot and
aviation safety adviser. He is also a
former member of the Civil Aviation
Safety Advisory Council, India.)
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Steps to curb mcidents related to
birds, wildlife launched at airport

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, March 30: As
part of its comprehensive wild-
life mitigation strategy, Lok-
priva Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national (LGBI) Airport has put
in place a multi-faceted ap-
proach combining effective
wildlife management, rigorous
monitoring, and public educa-
tion to reduce bird and wild-
life-related incidents on and
around the airfield.

In recent months, a series
of educational initiatives have
been launched among local vil-
lagers, stakeholders, and the
general public. These include
public awareness campaigns
organized at local marketplac-
es, village panchayats, and
surrounding communities.

“Comprehensive wildlife
management measures in line
with the airport’s commitment
to mitigating wildlife incursions
on the runway and bird strikes
are being undertaken. These
campaigns focus on the dan-
gers of improper waste dispos-
al, open slaughtering practic-
es, and the creation of natural
water ponds that attract wild-
life to the area,” an airport offi-
cial told The Assam Tribune.

“A range of measures have
been implemented, both on the
ground and in the air. These
include waste management,
ensuring proper waste dispos-

al and minimizing accumulation
of litter around the airfield,
which helps reduce attraction
of birds and other wildlife,” the
official added.

Canal cleaning involving reg-
ular maintenance of adjacent
canals to enable the flow of wa-
ter, particularly during the mon-
soon, is another initiative.

“A dedicated team conducts
regular inspections to identify
potential wildlife hazards, in-
cluding proximity of slaughter-
houses and other attractants
near the airfield. Bird chasers,
firecrackers, and various acous-
tic devices such as harmony
MP3 units have been installed
to manage birds at critical are-
as, especially along the run-
way and aircraft movement ar-
eas,” the official added.

Mobile bird patrols have been
deployed regularly to patrol the
airfield using bird management
equipment like shot launchers,
sky shots, and thunder booms
to discourage birds from enter-
ing restricted areas.

The airport has onboarded
professional wildlife rescuers to
trap and relocate wildlife, in-
cluding jackals, snakes, and
other mammals, to safer forest
areas under the guidance of for-
est officials. Continuous prun-
ing of trees around the airport
has been conducted in high-risk
areas such as Agsia, SOS Road,
and Kaitasiddhi, ensuring that

potential nesting sites for birds
are eliminated.

Another initiative is removal
of dense vegetation that could
harbour wildlife or obstruct
sightlines around the airstrips.
The airport has installed solar
light insect traps and anti-
perching devices at key loca-
tions along the mnway to fur-
ther reduce bird attraction.

The airport has strategical-
Iy deployed zone guns (non-
lethal) and continues to use
firecrackers at static posts to
deter birds from the airfield
area. On the airside, the air-
port’'s WHM Team ensures
continuous monitoring, partic-
ularly during the monsoons and
low-visibility periods, when
bird activity tends to increase.
Efforts include modifying local
water bodies to discourage bird
congregations, installation of
bird deterrents, and conduct-
ing regular inspections of are-
as of concern.

“These measures are cru-
cial iIn maintaining a safe oper-
ating environment for aircraft.
LGEI Airport remains commit-
ted to ensuring the safety of
aircraft, passengers and staff
with proactive measures and
the active participation of the
local community. By integrat-
ing both technology and edu-
cation, the airport continues to
foster a safe environment,” the
official added.
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Shirdi airport gets night
landing upgrade, more

flights tobe added

Cur Bureau
Stumbai

shirdi Sai Baba devotees may
soon be able to fiy early
morning or at might to Shirdi
following the upgradation of
the Shirdi airport rumway.

Thes first night operation
ar the airport took place on
Sunday with the arrival of an
IndiGo aircraft from Hy-
derabad, A big leap, enhan
cing case for the passengers
and connectivity for Shr Sal
Baba devorees worldwide,”
said Maharashtra Chicf Min-
ister Devendra Fudnavis in
an X post.

“Shirdi Airport will now
be handiing a total of 11
flighta daily (22 move-
ments),  dccommoditing
around 2,500 passcngeTs per
day. Multiple airtines have
expressed interest in intro
ducing more flights, facilitat-

ing darshan and the eatly
momning Kakad Agrri,” said
Swarl Pandey, Vice-Chair-
man and MD of the Maha-
rushtra  Alrport  Develop-
ment Company.

The airport is being ex-
panded with an incegrated
terminal, Prime Minister
Nerendra Modi  laid  the
foundation stone for the ter
minal in last October.
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Global travel from
Delhi airport costlier

DC
NEW DELHI, MARCH 30

International air travel
from Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport is set to
become more expensive,
following the Airports
Economic Regulatory
Authority of India’s
(AERA) approval of a
new aeronautical tariff
structure for the Fourth
Control Period, ?annmg
April 1, 2024 to March 31
2029,

According to Delhi Int-
ernational Alrport
Limited . AERA has acce-
pted several key princi-
ples of a wariable tariff

plan.

This includes an
approximate 148 per cent
increase in aeronautical
tariffs. Significantly, the
User Development Fee
(UDF) for international
travel — across both econ-

omy and business classes
has been raised, while
UDF charges for domestic
passengers remain unc-
hanged.

The revised fees will be
implemented starting Ap-
ril 16, 2025,

In a statement, DIAL
noted that UDFs will be
levied on both embarking
and disembarking pas-
sengers, with differential
rates applying to interna-
tional economy and busi-
ness class travellers.

GMR Airports, which
operates DIAL, reported
that the Yield Per
Passenger fixed at T145
during the previous con-
trol peri has been
increased to 2360 for the
remaining four years of
the new period.

Industry observers say
the potentially raising
ticket prices for travellers
departing from or arriv-
ing at the Delhi airport.
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Dabolim airport eyes revival as airlines plan to circle back

VIKRAM NAYAK
THE GOAN | VaSCO

nce the primary gate-

way for international

travellers to and from
the State, the Goa Internation-

al Airpart at Dabolim [s facing

a significant decline in interna-

tional flight operations,

With most international
airlines having shifted base
to the newly established
Manohar International Airport
at Mopa, the future of Dabolim
Airport has become a subject
of heated debate among poli-
ticians, industry stakeholders,
and locals.

Despite the uncertainty,
Dabaolim Airport is hopeful of

a revival amid indications that
three intemational camiers
have shown interest in Da-
bolim airport,

Shifting to Mopa

At present, anly Gulf Air and
Air India Express continue to
operate international flights
from Dabalim, following the
exit of several major carri-
ers such as Air India, Qatar
Ainways, Oman Air, Air Arabia,
and SriLankan Airlines.

While SriLankan Airlines
terminated flights to and from
Dabolim airport well before
Mopa airport began oper-
ations, other airlines have
shifted operations to Mopa,
further reducing Dabolim’s

intemational connectivity.
The loss of Air India’s
Goa-Gatwick service, which
shifted to Mopa in July 2023,
was cited as an early indi-
cation of Dabolim airport’s

gradual decline.

Oman Air decided to shift
operations to Mopa airport
in October 2023, while Qatar
Airways exited from Dabolim
girport in June 2024,

By July 2024, Air Arabia
became the latest airline
to finalise plans to shift
operations from Dabolim to
Mapa. reinforcing fears that
the shift was a political move
rather than based on market
decisions.

Concerns over
Dabolim

The exodus of international
airlines from Dabolim airport
sparked concerns among
stakeholders in South Goa,
particularly taxi operators,
hoteliers, and travel agencies
that rely on tourist footfalls at
Dabolim, Many feared that this
shift was a slow but deliberate
move toward making Dabolim

airport obsolete,

The controversy intensified
when the Congress accused
the State government of pres-
suring intemational airlines to
relocate to Mopa, alleging an
attempt to phase out Dabalim
Airport in favour of the Mapa
airport,

Waming that Dabolim
would soon turn into a “ghost
airport”, the Congress accused
the govemment of prioritising
Mopa airport over the needs of
Goans, particularly South Goa
residents who preferred Da-
bolim's convenient location.

Concerns are growing as
cargo operations are also
rumoured to be shifting to

. Mapa, further reducing the



,ﬂ.iF?F'fJH 'S AUT HUF*’#T 4 I’JF :NUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBAT 31 MARCH 2025

GMR justifies up to 528%

hike in Delhi user fee

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A day after the air-
port tariff regulator, the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Autherity of India (AERA),
allowed Delhi airport to
increase the user development
fee (UDF) by up to 528%, private
operator GMR Group justified
the hike on the grounds that it
would enhance infrastructure at
the airport and help position it
asa global aviation hub.

GMR emphasised that the
increase in aeronautical char-
ges, effective from April 16,
aligns with the consultation
paper circulated by AERA in
January.

On Friday, the regulator
approved a higher, class-based
UDF for economy and business
class travellers, with the UDF
for premium class travel rising
to W10 from 29 per passen-
gET.

“In line with the public con-
sultation paper issued on Janu-
ary 31, 2025, AERA has
increased the existing aeronaut-
ical tariff by around 148%,"
GMR Group said in a filing with
the stock exchanges.

THE INCREASE IN
AERONAUTICAL
CHARGES WILL BE
EFFECTIVE FROM
APRIL 16

AERA is mandated to deter-
mine both aeronautical and
non-aeronautical charges,
which are revised every five
years for all major airports.

Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), a 74:26 joint venture
between GMR Group and the
Airports Authority of India
(AAL), initially proposed a UDF
hike of up to 730% to AERA for
the fourth traffic control period
(April 2024 to March 2029).

GMR also pointed out that
following the latest revision, the
per-passenger revenue would
rise to 360 from 145 during
the third traffic control period
(2019-2024). The UDF has been
split between embarking and
disembarking passengers, GMR
said. The UDF has also been fur-
ther bifurcated into domestic
and international passengers,
with a differential rate for econ-
omy and business class interna-
tional travellers, AERA said.
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Saini reviews
ongoing work at
Hisar airport

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Chiel Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Monday reviewed the
ongotng work at the Maharaja
ﬁgasm Airport in Hisar, an
1cial statement safd Prime
Minister Marendra Modi is set
1o inaugurate air services from
the airport on April 14,
During his visit to the site,
Saini directed officers of the
district administration to make
preparations for the PM's visie
A suceessiul trial landing of
Alliance Air's passenger plane
toak place al the atrport last
Friday. The trial was conducted
with a 72-seater ATR-72600
afrcraft. After the trial landing,
the path has been deared for
the aperation of regular pas-
senger flights from Hisar to
Ayodhya and some other des-
tinations, officials said. WS
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Chingrighata traffic block nod yet to come

Airport-New
Garia Metro
hits hurdle

DEBRAJMITRA

Calecutta: The Metro link
betwesn New Garla and the
alrport has yet agaln encoun-
tered a wall of uncertainty.

The agency constructing
the corrldor has started pull-
ing out workers and ramoving
machines from a construction
site at the Chingrighata cross-
ing on EM Bypass, where &
366m gap In the viaduct neads
0 be bridged.

A trafflc block 1s needed
to lift concrete segments to
bridge the gap, The polles per-
mission for the block, pending
for two months, has not yet
come. The gap in the viaduct
lies between Beleghata and
Gour Kishore (Chingrighata)
statlons.

More than 200 workers
were deployed at the site. But
they had been sitting ldle. So,
the contractor has withdrawn
most of thein. Only a hand-

ful romain, but they will also
be shifted out if the traffic
block 1s not granted, said an
official of the RV, the immple-
menting agency of the 32km
corridor

“Cranes, big and small,
JCB excavators and trucks
parked at the site are also
belng removed,” he sald

Metro Railway awaits per-
mission from the state govern-
ment for the traffic block to
Lift concrete segments for two
spans, from pler 317 to 318, and
from pler 318 to 319,

The RVNL has formally
sought a traffic block at the
Chingrighata crossing in two
phases to complete the work,
each for three nights, between
10pm and am.

On March 13, this news-
paper reported on this 366m
gap, which rallway officlals
sald was the last remalning
hurdle for the project, already
delayed by several years.

LTI
-

TheMetmcunm'mtlou site at Chmzrl.i:hﬂta
on Stundav. Picture by Bishwarun Dutta

Sources in the state gov-
ernment had sald the propos-
al was sent for clearance to

MNabanna.

Initially, the govern-
ment clted the Bengal Glob-
al Business Summit and the
Madhyarmik exam to withhold
the parmission,

“Work has remained stuck
since February 2. Two months
have passed. Despite repeated
discusslons with government
representatives at different
levels, there seems to be no
headway. We have already suf-
fered a loss of around 22 crore.
The men and machines cannot
e kept walting Indefinttely,”
sald a Motro offictal.

RVNL officlals had pro-
posed taking the traffic blocks
on weekends when the traffic
volume s relatively lower.

The agency has also built
A 600m diversion road follow-
ing a communication from
Kolkata Police.

The road, which cuts
through Captain Bheri, a
water body which Is part of
the East Calcutta wetlands, a
Ramsar stte, will be disman-
tled after the viaduct gap 1s

Rallway officials held
several meetings with the
polles and the urban develop-
ment department to resolve
the Impasse. Some minls-
ters and senlor officers of
Kolkata Police have vislted
the site.

The Orange Line 18 now
functlonal on a 5.4km stretch
between New Garla and Ruby.
Trial runs are inderwiy In the
next 4.4km stretch from Ruby
to Beloghata. Construction 15
on from Beleghata to the air-
port, a distance of just over
189km. The current target to
complete the project is March
2028, officials sald.

But the delay in brideing
the gap at Chingrighata will
farther delay the project, said
Matro afficials.

The 32km project from
Neow Garla to the alrpart was
originally supposed to be
wrapped up by 2016-17, but
was delayed by land logiams at
soveral nlaces.
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Rs 944 cr
penalty imposed
on IndiGo

NEW DELHI, March 30:
The Income Tax department
has slapped a penalty of Rs
944.20 crore on IndiGo, which
said it will contest the order
that is “erroneous and frivo-
lous”.

The order was received by
InterGlobe Aviation, the par-
ent of the country’'s largest
airline IndiGo, on Saturday.

In a regulatory filing on Sun-
day, IndiGo said the assess-
ment unit of the Income Tax
department (Income Tax Au-
thority) has passed an order
imposing a Rs 944.20 crore
penalty for the assessment
year 2021-22,

In a statement on Sunday
evening, IndiGo said it
strongly believes that the or-
der passed by the Income Tax
Authority is not in accor-
dance with law and is erro-
neous. “The company will
contest the same and shall
take appropriate legal rem-
edies against the order,” the
statement said. — PTI
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DGCA to meet airlines over
wheelchair accessibility issue

I
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will
meet with domestic airlines
to address concerns regard-
ing wheelchair accessibility
for travellers, sources told
businessline.

Sources said the meeting
is expected to take place on
April 1.

The meeting comes after
concerns emerged regarding
delays and insufficient num-
ber of wheelchairs.

Besides, the issue has be-
come more pronounced
amid a rise in the number of
elderly passengers and air
travellers with disabilities.

“The regulator is expected
to hold an overall discussion
with the airlines on
strategies to enhance ser-
vices related to wheelchair
availability and assistance at
airports. The ultimate goal is
to establish a system in
which wheelchair assistance
is a guaranteed right for
every passenger who re-
quiresit,” sources stated.

LONG WAIT

Earlier, senior officials from
the Civil Aviation Ministry
informed businessline that
airlines must enhance the

NEEDS FOCUS. The issue
has become more pronounced
amid a rise in the number of
elderly passengers

timeliness and availability of
wheelchair services. In par-
ticular, reports of passengers
waiting for extended periods
for wheelchair assistance —
sometimes missing their
flights — have garnered
backlash. “A service standard
is necessary. The regulator
may also seek legal opinion
on the airlines’ proposals,”
sources stated, adding that
the “absence of a standard-
ised and reliable guidelines-
based system has worsened
theissue”.

‘SERVICE MISUSED’
On the other hand, industry
insiders cited significant

misuse of the facility by sev-
eral passengers, particularly
on international flights,

“Wheelchair facility offers
many individuals the oppor-
tunity to bypass long
queues,” they told
businessline.

“The industry may pro-
pose restricting certain cat-
egories of passengers from
accessing wheelchair facilit-
ies. Per flight, a wheelchair
allocation quota might be
set. The proposal is essential
since, in the event of an
emergency, onboard staff
may be unable to assist a
large number of wheelchair-
bound passengers, which
could jeopardise safety.”

Per industry estimates, In-
diGo and Air India, as the
two dominant plavers, offer
the maximum number of
complimentary wheelchair
rides each month.

“High demand can delay
the availability of this facil-
ity, resulting in fines for air-
lines. While this representsa
monetary loss, it is, more im-
pnrt:antly, a loss of reputa-
tion,” an industry represent-
ative told businessline.

Airlines may also propose
real-time wheelchair track-
ing and request technology
to enhance coordination
between airport ground staff
and airline personnel.
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M ‘Flyer TrafficLikely to
Rise to 485mbyFY27'

MUMBAI Air passenger
X trafficislikely toriseata
9% compound annual
growthrate (CAGR) bet
weenFY25and FY27, taking passeng-
er volume to about 485 million by
F¥27, CareEdge said Monday. Inter

national passenger trafficis likely to
grow atalaster pace.
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Indigo calls R944-cr tax order
‘erroneous and frivolous’

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi @htlive com

NEW DELHI: InterGlobe Avia-
tion, the parent company of
country’s largest airline IndiGo,
has received a ¥944.20-crore
penalty order from the Income
Tax depariment, which the air-
line termed “erroneous and friv-
olous”,

In a regulatory filing on Sun-
day, IndiGo said the Assessment
Unit of the Income Tax Depart-
ment (Income Tax Authority)
has passed an order imposing
3944.20 crore penalty for
assessment year 2021-22. The
company responded to the
notice that was received on
March 29, and said that the
company will contest it.

“The order for said penalty
under Income Tax has been
passed on the basis of an erro-
neous understanding that an
appeal filed by the Company
before the Commissioner of
Income Tax (Appeals) against
the Assessment order under
Section 143(3) has been dis-
missed, whereas the same is
still alive and pending adjudica-

IndiGo alsu sald the order doesn't have anys:gmﬁ:anl: impact on
financials, operations or other activities of the company. HT

tion,” the airline’s spokesperson
told reporters. The spokesper-
son added, “ The company
strongly believes that the order
passed by the Income tax
authority is not in accordance
with law and is erroneous. The
Company will contest the same
and shall take appropriate legal
remedies against the order.”
IndiGo also said the order
doesn't have any significant
impact on financials, operations
or other activities of the com-
pany. This comes after IndiGo,
on February 5, had received
GST demand orders totaling
Z116 crore from tax authorities

in Delhi and Chennai. The Delhi
additional commissioner had
imposed a penalty of 3113 crore,
mainly due to the misclassifica-
tion of services provided to off-
shore recipients as taxable,
rather than as exports of servi-
ces. Similarly, on January 15, the
airline had faced a penalty
exceeding ¥25 lakh from the
Customs Department over jet
fuel duties. On January 6, the
Principal Commissioner of Cus-
toms at the Air Cargo complex
(Import) had imposed a penalty
of 32.17 crore, after rejecting a
duty exemption for the import
of aircraft parts.
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IndiGo to contest I-T order

imposing 3944-cr. penalty

The Income Tax Department has slapped a
penalty of ¥944.2 crore on IndiGo, which said it
will contest the order that is “erroneous and
frivolous”. The order was received by InterGlobe
Aviation, the parent of IndiGo, on Saturday. In a
regulatory filing on Sunday, IndiGo said the
assessment unit of the Income Tax Department
has passed an order imposing a ¥944.2-crore
penalty for the assessment year 2021-22.
According to the filing, the company believes the
order is erroneous and frivolous. The company
will contest the same and shall take appropriate
legal remedies against the order, it added. en
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India can be great producer of SAF,
help cut pollution: Airbus official

Toulowse Framee: Indiahas many atteifnfes to becomea great
producer of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), which can help
recluoe pollution. “Trdia has @ ot ofattrilates tobeeome a great
SAF producer, The fivst one is the availabifity of feedstock, there
is a lot of biomass waste. used cooking oil (and) municipal solid
watste that can be recoversd” Julien Manhes, Head ol SAF anad
CDH {(carbon diokide removall Development Sustainabifity Orga-
nisation at Airbus, told PTY. PTI
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Air passenger traffic likely to rise 9% CAGR to 485 mn by FY27

irpassenger traffic islikely torise at a 9% compounded annual growth
rate {CAGR) between FY 2025 and FY 2027, taking the passenger
T N y

volume to approximately 485 million by FY2027, ratings agency
CareEdge said on Monday,

International passenger trafTicis ke ly o grow ata Bster pace, suppsorted by
the induction of more wide- bodyaircraft from FY 2026, while the domestic
passenger traffic may continue with its steady upward trajectory. expanding
fromahigh base, it aclded,

The Indian aviation sector has experienced a V-shaped recovery, with
s g ralfic reaching LIO tmes is pre-COVID evels in FY 2024, Uhe rating
Agrney saicl,

While the domestic air travel rebounded by FY 2024, the international rraffic
recovensd inFY 2024, exceeding pre-covid levelsby LOG timies, it nodeecl. Thae
ratings agency earlier estimated passenger trafficto reacharound 425 million
inFyY225. PTI International passenger traffic likely to grow at afaster pace. sTockeomo
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‘Air passenger traffic likely to
rise 9% CAGR to 485 mn by FY27

International passenger traffic is likely to grow at a faster pace.
supported by the induction of more wide-body aircraft from FY26

MUMBAI Air passenger Lraf-
fic s likely 1o rise at 2 9 per cent
compounded annual growth
rate (CAGHR) between FY 2025
and FY2007, aking the pas-
senger volume 1o roxi-
mately 485 million by FY2
ratings agency CareEdge said
om Moanday.

International S50
trafhic is Likely to Emnﬁxz
faster pace. supported by the
induiction of more wide-body
airerafl from FY26, while the
domestic passenger tratfic may
continue mus steady upward
trajeciory, u:.P::nrJ:in.E [rom a
high bose, it added

‘The Indian aviation sector
has experienced a V-shaped
recovery, with passenger traf-
fic reaching 1.10 lmes its pre-
OOVID leves in FY 24, the
raling a oy seamiel.

While the domestic ais
travel reboumded by FY23,
thee imternational traffic recov-
ered in FY2d, -un:eu.li.nl.l; pre-
COVID leveds hjr 1.0 tirmes,
it noted.

The ratings agency eardier
estimated passenger traffic 1o
reach around 425 million in
F¥25. However, owing 1o the
delays in aircrafl deliveries and

adverse weather comditions,

The Indian aviation sector has
experienced a V-shaped recovery,
with possenger troffic reaching 1.10
times its pre-COVID levels in FY24

Highlights

» "This surge is driven
by strong air trevel
demand and odditional
copacity ereafion by
both irports & airlines’

i While domesfic oir
trawel rebounded by
FY'23, the int] traffic
recovered in FY 24,
exceading pre-COVID
levels by 1.04 fimes

o The increaied oir travel
during Mohakumbh in
G moy portially offue
hvw possenger growth
for remainder of FY25

wih is expecied o be
ﬁtt;:aﬂy bwer E; 4 per cent
and reach armund 410 million.

The increased afr travel
observed d.l.u'.il.'Lg the Maha-
kumbh in Qd FY25 & likely 1o
partially offset the kow passen-
e wwith [or the remainder
of the current fimancial year,
CareEdge Ratings saxl.

“This surge (traffic grow-
ing al a CAGR ol 9 per cent
fram FY25 o FY27) & driven
by strong air travel demand
amad additional capacity cre-
ation by both airports and air-

lires. By FY' 27, serger tradlic
i a.nli.n'PaledJr[:s\ead'JB:errus-
imately 485 million, reflecting
the sector'’s string recovery
a::ijquwﬂi lmiﬂ:[ury." said

b Desai, Durector,
CareEdge.

Moting that the domestic
a].'rl:u.u'l operalors, mrJ.l.m].iull the
Airports Authorty of ledia,
have invested approvimately
Hs B0, 000 crore in capex romm
F¥21 1o the December quar-
ter of this fiscal, CareEdge said
that as musch as 42 per cent ol
this investment was allocated 1o

the development of greenfield
airports across four locations.
The rating agency also
pﬂ.!ur]: a todal Lq:lll!a] dil-
Erul.mrum of Bs 30,000 crore
|J'|.|r|.111=_ FY26- FY30, reach-
iy, approximately Rs 1§ lakh
crore. Thid ].',mhih will be
marily driven by brownfield
u.irpm"l unp;msiq:lr.u. creal-
ing funding oppartunities of
around }-'.:T-.ES.EIE CTiNE.
Additionally, two green-
field airports, with 3 oom-
bined project cost of about
Hs 25 000 crore, are El.peulerl

o commende operations in
the first balf of FY 26, it said,
aclding that 18 per cent of the
tolal capex is allocated for city-
sicle devebpment {(C30) and
non-aercmautical - develop-
mentls, highlighting efforts bo
enhance commercial and ancil-
bary infrastruciure.

Global successes, such as
Sin re’s Changi Airport,
d.:n%::':tmlc the . ential al
S0 Yet, given the relatively
higher sabeability rigk associ-
ated with CS0, the pace of C5D
capex and the corresponding
revenue generation are key
mndmb? from a credsl per-
spective, it said.

Carebdge Ratings esti-
mates that the aem revenue of
11 private airports 1o grow al a
CAGH of around 42 per cent
ovier FY24-27.

Meanwhile, it said, non-
AETO M Venes ard vr.x|x'|:led. Lo
grow at a CAGR of arvund
12-14 per cent over FY24-
FY 27, driven by growtly in rev-
eritie from dul:\r-l-me. fieine] il
beverages, and lounges, the rai-
ings agency said.

Hirwever, non-aero reve-
e PREr Pase for inter-
national :::nﬁiu that of
Indsan airports, indicating sig-

nificant headroom for El-.'\rl.'ﬂ'l-lﬁ.'l.
in this mﬁmuu.:laﬂde
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India can be great producer of SAF & the fuel
can help reduce pollution, says Airbus official

TOULOUSE (France): India
hias many attributes to become
a greatl producer of Sustainable
Aviation Fuel, which can help
reduce pollution, as rice and
wheat straws can also be used
as a feedstock for SAFE accord-
ing to a senior Airbus official.
India is one of the worlds
!IISlL‘hl rowing aviation mar-
ﬁaluw])-'. steps are being
[a]u:n towards using SAFE
Adrerafl maker Airbus has
been pursuing initatives for
increasing the production
and use of SAF, lor which the
demand is in Europe currently.
It has also inked a partnership
with the Indian Institute of
Petroleum (ITP}, Dehradun.
“India has a lot of attri-
butes to become a great SAF
producer. The first one is the
availability of feedstock, there
is a lot of biomass waste, used
cooking oil (and) municipal

solid waste that can be recov-

ered,’
SAF and CDR (Carbon Diox-
ide Removal) Development
Smlainahltt}; Organisation at
Airbus, said.

During an interaction at
Toulouse last week, he asserted
that SAF can help in address-
Irg Various 1ssues, irlv:lu-;i'uig
pollution.

“In India, for example, the
rice straws or the wheal straws

that are burnt every year that
makes for very bad air quality

Julien Manhes, Head of

in Delhi, these could be used
as a feedstock for SAE” he said.

Among other aspects that

sh SAF production,
Manhes said India also has a
hugc P:l.rmﬂ.'u:mi.cd.-i ini]uslrf.
a lot of refineries and engineer-
ing capabilities.

Adrbus has partnered with
the Indian Institute of Petro-
lewm (1IP) and they are work-
ing on a new way of making
SAF. “..we are helping TIP to
get the new way of making SAF
technically approved... it is a
specific partnership in India)”
he said.

He also said that by 2040 or
2050, India could be producing
100 million wnnes of SAF or
slightly less.

In December 2024, the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) estimated
SAF production to touch 2.1
million tonnes (2.7 billion

litres) in 2025 and the projec-
tion was 1 million tonnes (1.3
billicm litres) for 2024,

IATA represents arond
340 airlines, including Indian
carriers, thal account for more
than 80 per cent of the global
air traffic.

As SAF is much more
expensive than crude oil now,
Airbus’ Manhes said efforts
should be made to ensure that
SAF is competitive for which
there should be mass scale.

“Tor reach mass scale, you
néed policies. The government
has o either mandate SAF or
support in prmluc[iun of SAE
That is why every country is
doing r:gu[.ntur}' engineering,
ﬁ.ndin.g the best rr:gulnlur].'
mechanism that will help the
boscal ecosyslems grow,

“In India, there is a lot
of work gl:unb on at the
musmenl.., he noted. P
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International flight fees to soar: AERA clears 500 per cent hike

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

Indira Gandhi International Airport

(IGIA) will have to pay a significant
fee in User Development Fees (UDF) from
April 16, 2025 after the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority {AERA) has
approved a huge 500 per cent fee hike for
international flyers, which will impact both
departure and arrival fees.

Under the new structure, the User
Development Fee (UDF) for departing
international passengers will rise to ¥650
for economy class and 810 for business
class. Delhi’s IGI airport will be the first
in India to introduce differential UDF rates
for economy and business class.

Approving the final tariff order for the
IGIA for the April 1, 2024 to March 31,
2029 period, AERA said it decided not to
change the prevailing UDF of Rs 129 for
domestic passengers as they comprise 80
per cent of the total traffic at the airport.

Disembarkin, [g passengers will also see
an increase, with economy travellers pay-
ing ¥275 and business class travellers
T 345. Explaining the rationale behind hav-
ing a differential rate of UDF for the inter-

Passengcrs flying internationally from

national economy and business class pas-
sengers, AERA said it aligns with the ‘user
pays’ principle and reflects the enhanced
passenger experience and expanded facil-
ities available and used by international
travellers. The watchdog said that airport
operator DIAL had proposed a 730 per
cent increase in prevailing airport charges.

GMR Airports has said that AERA has
accepted various principles of variable tar-
iff plpan for the Delhi airport and that the
existing aeronautical tariff has been
increased around 148 per cent for the
fourth control period ending March 31,
2029. The revised tariffs for the
fourth control period — April 1, 2024 to
March 31, 2029 — will be applicable from
April 16, 2025. UDF has been split across
both embarking and disembarking
passengers.

“The same has been further bifurcated
into Domestic and International passen-
gers with a differential rate for economy
and business class international trav-
ellers,” the cnmpalJ' said in a regulatory
filing late on Satur

GMR Airports' z:.ul:usicliar).F Delhi
International Airport Ltd (DIAL) operates
the IGIA in the national capital. “In line

with the public consultation paper issued
on January 31, 2025, AERA has increased
the existing aeronautical tariff by (approx)
148 per cent.

“Against the existing yield per pax of
(approx) ¥145 valid under 3rd control
period, the nominal yield lper pax has been
increased to ¥360 throughout the balance
four years of control period valid till
March 31, 2029," the filing said. The fil-

Delhi’s IGI airport will be

the first in India to introduce
differential UDF rates for
economy and business class.
The revised tariffs for the fourth
control period will be applicable
from April 16, 2025

ing also said the landing charges for wide-
body aircraft for scheduled airline oper-
ators who will operate direct flight to new
international destinations have been
waived off. This will help encourage
more international long-haul flights and
in making the airport an hub.

Among other aspects, GMR Airports

said AERA has taken cognisance of the
TDSA judgement, dated July 21, 2023,
wherein certain significant issues have
been decided in favour of DIAL.
“However, since the said TDSAT order has
been challenged by User Development Fee
in Supreme Court, AERA has decided to
defer the implementation of the said
TDSAT order till the matter attains final-
ity in the proceedings before the Supreme
Court,” it noted.

The company also said that as per
Supreme Court judgement, dated July 11,
2022, in the matter of tariff order for the
first control period, AERA has given effect
in the order towards computation of cor-
porate tax on aeronautical earnings in the
present fourth control period of the
tariff order.

Delhi handled 73.7 million passengers
in Fiscal Year 24. More than 80 per cent
of its passengers are domestic. A
Parliamentary Affairs Committee had
carlier expressed dissatisfaction over the
‘arbitrary’ rise in User Development Fee
and airfares, arguing that the existing
framework lacks mechanisms to hold pri-
vate operators accountable.

By E istributing UDF charges between

departing and arriving passengers, AERA
aims to ensure an equitable burden-shar-
ing model for airport users.

The Association of Private Airport
Operators (APAO) has supported DIALs
proposed variable tariff model, calling it
a globally recoﬁnised approach that bal-
ances affordability and financial sustain-
ability. APAO also emphasised the bene-
fits of class-based UDF, peak and off-peak
pricing, and competitive landing and
parking fees to ensure cost-effective air-
line aperations.

With higher User Development Fee
charges, budget-conscious international
flyers may consider alternatives to IGIA,
such as airports in Mumbai, Bengaluru,
or nearby international hubs like Dubai
and Bangkok

Infrastructure upgrades are also under-
way at IGIA, which handles 1,300 daily
flights across three terminals. Since tak-
ing over IGIA in 2006, DIAL has invest-
ed 30,000 crore and contributed ¥25,000
crore in revenue-sharing payments to the
Airports Authoerity of India (AAT), along
with ¥192 crore in dividends. However, its
accumulated loss stands at 2,900 crore as
of December 2024.
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Jaipur-Chennai flight suffers
tyre damage, DGCA orders probe

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A Spicedet fight
from Jaipur to Chennai lan-
ded with a damaped main tvre
in the early howrs of Sundaw
The Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA) has orde-
red an inquiry. The incident
delayed theairline's inaugural
Chennai-Tuticorin -~ service,
part of its new summer sche-
dule.

The flight, carrying 82 pas-
sengers, had been scheduled to
continue onward from Chen-
nai to Tuticorin at Gam. Howe-
ver, it took off only around
llam after the damaged tyre
was replaced. Seventy-four
passengers eventually flew to
Tuticorin on the same air

craft,
Tension briefly gripped

Chennai airport when the
flight was preparing toland. A
full emergency was declared,
and fireand medical teams we-
re kept on standby. Fortunate-

The incident delayed the
airline's inaugural Chen-
nai-Tuticorin service, part
of its new summer sche-
dule

Iy the aircraft landed safiely
and taxied to the bay without
incident.

Sourcesat Chennaiairport
said the issue was first noticed
by Air Traffic Control (ATC)
officials at Jaipur airport aro-
und 2am, shortly after the air-
craft took off. The ATC team
spotted the top layer of the ma-
in tyre’s rubber — an effect
kmown as tread loss — lving on
the runway They alerted the
pilot,

Despite the tread loss, the
flight continued to Chennai as

all other parameters appeared
normal.  Around  4.55am,
Chennai airport declared a lo-
cal standby; followed by a full
emergency asaprecaution. Fi-
re tenders were kept ready in
case the tyre emitted smoke or
caught fire upon landing due
to reduced rubber surface.

After landing and deboar-
ding, ground staff inspected
the aircraft and confirmed
that the left main tyre had lost
its top layer.

Aviation safety consultant
Captain Ranganathan said
that while tyre retreading is a
common practice, excessive
wear or harsh braking, especi-
ally in summer; can lead to tre-
ad loss. He said that such inci-
dents do not pose a direct thre-
at if standard landing proce-
dures are followed.
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Flight service to
Jaffna resumes
after 50 years

ndiGo airlines launched

its new flight from Trichy
airport to Jaffna on Sunday.
The resumption of the daily
service after about five
decades has made Jaffna
the 12th international
destination from the airport
here. The flight would leave
Trichy by 1.25pm and reach
Jaffna at 2.25pm, The return
flight takes off at 3.10pm
from Jaffna and reaches
Trichy at 4.05pm.
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Jaipur-Chennai
flight lands with
damaged tyre

Chennai: A Spicedet flight
from.Jaipur to Chennai landed
with a damaged main tyre in
the early hours of Sunday, re-
ports Venkadesan.S. The Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DCA) has ordered an in-
quiry intothe ineident.

The flight, carrying 82 pas-
sengers, had been scheduled to
continue onward from Chen-
naito Tuticorin at fam. Howey-
er; it took off only around 1lam
after the damaged tvre was re-
placed. About 74 passengers
eventually flew to Tuticorin on
the sameaircrall,

Tension briefly gripped
Chennai airport when the
flight was preparing to land. A
full emergency was declared,
and fire and medical teams
were kept on standby Fortu-
nately, the aireraft landed safe-
Iy and taxied to the bay,
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