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Air passenger traffic records 3 per cent
surge in first nine months of this fiscal

T E Raja Simhan
Chenmal

Air passenger traffic — both
domestic and international
— through Indisn airports
rose by 3 per cent in the first
nine months of this fiscal
when compared with the
previous year. CGrowth re-
mained muted in the fiscal
because of owerall demand
and sentiment.

Separately, international
trafhc between April and
Decembeer 2025 increased by
7 per cent while domestic
traffic saw a 2 per cent jump,
according to Airports An-
thority of India (AAT),

Delhi retained the top
spot while Chennai widened
its lead over Kolkata. In April
to December 2025, the air-
ports across India handled a
total of 31.18 crore passen-
gers a5 against 30,36 crore in
the same period previoos
year, according to AAT data,

TOP SPOT

Delhi (DEL) retained the top

spat in this fiscal but saw a
pcline  in passengers

SIENITICENT SUER jDomestic + international]
Wirpart Apr-Dec Difference
n 1025 (%)
Delhi (DEL) 5,56,22.741 57510934 =10
Mumbai (MIAL) 4087013 41307885 08
Bengaluru {BIALY 1205655 13147500 62
Hyderabad {GHIALY 213597388 2.32.25.71% 8.5
Chenral LESTENTT  LT348024 47
Kolkata 16168.148  |56,80550 -39

Total (all Indian airports)  30,36,32.273

31.18,60,39 11

Sbuinca: Brpaits Aathorily of i

handled in Apnl to Decem-
ber 2025. Mumbai (MIAL)
was second followed by
Benguluru (BIAL) and Hy-
derabad (GHIAL}. All three
are joint venture interna-
tional airports and recorded
increase in passenger tratfic
in this period. Chennai re-

tained the 5th position while
Kolkata 6th.

While Chennai saw a § per
cent increase in the first nine
months of this fiscal, Kolkata
saw a 4 per cent decline, says
AAT data.

Ankit
Crisil

Halkdhu,
Ratings,

Director,

said the

growth in airport traffic in
India is likely to end at 2
muted -1 PeT cent on yearin
fiscal 2026 due to weakened
demand sentiment following
a major aircraft mishap and
clongeted monsoons in the
first half of the fiscal and air-
line disruptions that oc-
curred in the second half,

In fiscal 2027, however,
traffic growth is anticipated
to rebound to 6-7 per cent as
supphy-side constraints re-
cover in the first half, result-
ing in a passenger volume of
430-440 million for the year,
said Hakho.

CHENNAI WIDENS CGAP
In ﬁl.pl'i.| to December 2025,
the Chennai airport handled
1.73 crore passengers while
Kolkata handled 1.56 crore
— a difference of 16.67 lakh.
In the previous year, Chen-
nai handled 1.65 crore while
Kolkata handled 1.61 crore
—a difference of 4.07 lukh.

An official of a large travel
agrency said the Chennai air-
port’s growth was mainky at-
tributed to the expansion
that’s been going on in the
Last few vears.
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India will need 400 airports, 3,000
conuncrmal aircraft by 2047: Report

Dur Bureau
Hyderabad

A super-connected India will
require an integrated grid of
400 airports, supported by a
commercial feet of about
3,000 aircraft, by 2047, ac-
cording to a KPMG-FICCI
report.

The report, ‘Paving the fu-
ture of aviation in Viksit
Bharat @ 2047, rcheased at
the ongoing Wings India
© 2026 here, states that the
country is the world's third-
largest domestic aviation
market and on track to be-
coming the third-largest
globally, enabled by rapid
fleet induction and record
aircraft orders.

India currently operates
164 airports, with a long-
term plan for a balanced net-
work of mege hubs, national
gateways and cost-efficient
rcgiunalai.rpmts

throughput
ata.nd-i aﬁgﬂm 3.7 million

tonnes annually, with nearly
B0 per cent routed throu
the five largest airports.
report calls for fully digit-

ised, multimodal cargo eco-
systems to drive competit-

iveness. The maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MROY)
market is set to grow from
$2.5 hillion to §7 billion by
2035.

SAF DREAMS

“India has the potential to
build a globally competitive
sustainable aviation fuel
(SAF) industry, leveraging
its diverse feedstocks, sub-
stantial refining capacity,
bioenergy experience and
strong policy momentom,”
the report said.

The Natonal Aviation
Skilling Mission will be es-
sential to meet the projected
workforce requirement of
40,000 pilots and 38,000 air-

craft mainbenance :ngtm‘trs
by 2047, India’s civil aviation
soctor is undergoing a struc-
tural shift — from a facilit-

ator of mobility to a strategic
engine of economic gmwth
L'Inpl.mmm and competit-

wveness. “The next two dec-
ades offer an unprecedented
opportunity to boild a fu-
ture-ready  awiation  eco-
nomy, supported by a unified
national aviation technology
stack, next-generation hub
airports, and a deep do-
mestic industrizl base across
manufacturing, — mainten-
ance, talent and finance,™ the

rt added.

mE?r'\-‘i.‘rh Al-powered opera-
tions, multimodal integra-
tion, and future-ready infra-
structure, the opportunity to
support over a billion annual
passenger journcys by 2047
is within reach,” Akhilesh
Tuteja, Partner and Head-
Clients and Markets, KPMG
in India, said.

Str heni domestic
mam:?FTu:tng..ngMRD, leas-
ing, cargo handling and
skilling will be essential to
building lasting strategic ad-
vantage, he added.
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Modli to visit Punjab

today to unveil
renamed airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi will visit Punjab on
Sunday, during which he
will unveil the renaming of
Adampur airport in Jaland-
har district as “Sri Guru Ra-
vidas Ji' Airport. The Prime
Minister will also inaugu-
rate the terminal building
at Halwara Airport in Lud-
hiana.

To celebrate the G49th
birth anniversary of Guru
Ravidas, the renaming of
Adampur airport honours
the revered saint and social
reformer..., an official
statement said.

Mr. Modi will be at Dera
Sach Khand Ballan at Bal-
lan village and will meet
Sant Niranjan Dass, who
was recently named for the
Padma Shri. The visit as-
sumes political  signifi-
cance, pointing to the par-

Marendra Modi

ty's Dalit outreach in the
run-up to the Punjab As-
sembly election due in ear-
ly 2027,

The statement added
that the terminal building
at Halwara Airport will
SEMVE as a4 new gateway for
Punjab, connecting Lud-
hiana and its surrounding
industrial and agricultural
belt, thereby strengthen-
ing the State’s aviation in-
frastructure. Halwara also
houses an Indian Air Force
station.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Delhi Aerocity metro
station on the Airport
Express Line is set to become
a major interchange hub of
the city’s metro network fiol-
lowing its planned integra-
tion with the Tughlakabad-
Aerocity Golden Line corri-
dor. The station is being
developed to provide seam-
less connectivity to the
Tughlakabad-Aerocity
Golden Line corridor, which
is currently under construc-
tion as part of Phase 4.

An approval has recently
been granted for extending
the Golden Line corridor
from Aerocity to the
Terminal 1 Indira Gandhi
International (IGl) Airport
station, covering a stretch of

DELHI

o

i [ e e 3 S

:E._".'z.r_n_:_...:. RS R T TS
about 226 km. The move
dims to improve airport con-
nectivity for commuters
from south Delhi, according

to the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC).
According to the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC), the expanded
station will not only serve as

a key interchange between
the Airport Express Line
and the Silver (Golden)
Line but will also have
future provisions to
become a triple inter-
change hub.

The NMational Capital
Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) has

1 FEBRUARY 2026

proposed an interchange
facilicy at Delhi Aerocity for
its planned corridor
connecting Delhi to Alwar,
further enhancing the
station's strategic impor-
tance. According to the
DMRC, the new Aerocity
interchange will feature plat-
form-to-platform connectiv-
ity on one side and con-
course-to-concourse paid
area connectivity between

come key interchange hub

the Airport Express Line and
the Golden Line, with the
platforms expected to be
located at a depth of around
22 metres.

It said the Golden Line
station at Aerocity will be
significantly longer — about
290 metres — to accommao-
date interchange require-
ments, compared to the
usual interchange station
length of around 260 metres.
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PM Modi to maugurate civil
terminal of Halwara airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Mew Deihi

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi will on Sunday inau-
gurate the civil terminal of
the Halwara airport in
Punjab and name the
Adampur airport after Sant
Ravidas.

“0n the auspicious occa-
sion of the G6a49th birth
anniversary of Sant Guru
Ravidas ji, the renaming of
Adampur Airport honours
the revered saint and social
reformer whose teachings
of eguality, compassion,
and human dignity contin-
ue to inspire india’s social
ethos,” a statement from
the PMO said.

The prime minister will
visit Adampur airport on
Sunday where he will
unveil its new name - Sri
Guru Ravidas |i Airport.

Further advancing avia-
tion infrastructure in
Punjab, the terminal build-
ing at Halwara airport will
establish a new gatewsay for
the state, catering to
Ludhiana and its sumound-
ing industrial and agricul-
tural hinterfand.

Located in Lud hiana dis-
trict, Halwara is also home
to a strategically impor-
tant Indian Air Force station.

The previous airport at
Ludhiana had a relatively
small runway, suitable for
small-size aircrafts.

To improve connectivity
and accommodate larger
aircrafts, a new ciwvil
enclave has been devel-
oped at Halwara which
has a longer runway
capable of handling A320-
type aircrafts.

"Aligned with prime
minister's vision of sus-
tainable and environmen-

rally responsible develop-
ment, the terminal
incorporates several green
and energy-efficient
features, including LED
lighting, insulated roofing,
rainwater harvesting
systems, sewage and
water treatment plants.
and the use of recycled
water for landscaping,”
the PMO statement said.
The architectural design
reflects Punjab’s rich cultur-
al heritage, offering
passengers a distinctive
and regionally inspired
travel experience, the
statement said.
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Delhi ’sAerocityMetro Stationtobecome
majorinterchangehub

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Dellii, 31 Janwary

The Delhi Aerocity Metro
station onthe Airport Express
Line is all set to become a
maijor interchange hub of the
Delhi Metro network as it is
being expanded to provide
additional connectivity to the
Tughlakabad - Aerocity
Golden Line corridor, being
constructed as part of Phase
4,

"Recently, approval has also
been received forthe extension
of this corridor from Aerocity
to Terminal 1I1GI Airport station
(2.263 kms)," a DMRC
spokesperson said on Saturday,

In the future, the station

The Statesman

will also have the provision
of being turned into a triple
interchange, as the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) will
have interchange facilities at
Delhi Aemdity for its proposed
corridor to Alwar. The new
Delhi Aerocity Metro station

Sun, @1 February 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79072943

will have platform-to-plat form
(for one side) as well as
concourse-to-concourse paid
areaconnectivity betweenthe
Airport Express Line and the
Golden Line. The platform
will come up at a depth of
approximately 22 metres.
The new station for the

Golden Line will besignificanthy
longer, at approximately 290
metres, to accommodate the
interchange requirements.
Generally, the length of an
interchange station is about
260 metres.

Asperthealignment plnned,
the Golden Line and the
proposed NCRTC corridorwill
cross each other almost
diagonally.

The necessary structural
provisions for theconstruction
of the NCRTC platform shall
be kept in the station for its
future integration.

This new interchange facility
will be a major connectivity
boost for various areas of
South Delhi, which will be

connected by the Aemocity

Tughlak abad Metro corridor.
Areas such as Tughlakabad,
Ambedkar Nagar, Khanpur,
etc, will have quick access to
all terminals of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

Now, with the approval of
the extension of the Golden
Line till Terminal 1 1GI Airport
station of Magenta Line,
passengers traveling from
many south Delhi areas will
have direct accessto Terminal
1 of the airport.

Passengers from Terminal
1Dwill also be able to take the
Ajrport Line from Aerocity
through Metro by taking the
Golden Line from Terminal 1
1G] Airport to Aemocity.

0.0,
=
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PM to rename Adampur airport
after Ravidas in Dalit outreach

.a'tlmr:wfmdm.c om

New Delhi: PM Norendra
Modi will on Sunday re-
name the Adampur airport
after the saint Ravidas, a re-
vered figure especinlly
among Dalits, and visit De
ra Sachkhand Ballan, the
headquarters of the Ravi-
dassia community, as part
of continuing outreach to
his followers present in big
numbers notonly in Punjab
but in several other states
Modi's decision to time
the renaming of the facility
as “Sri Guru Revidas Ji Alr-
port” — demand for which
was belng made for o long
time with the saint's
&48th birth anniversary and
associating himself with
the event and scheduling a
visit to the dera underlines

Assembly polls are
due in Punjab in
the first quarter of

next year

his emphasis on cultivating
a community which is im
portant to BJEP in torms of
mot orly its poalities but alse
its larger cultural agenda
He has in the past vears
lsunched projpects for the de-
velopment of the birthplace
of Ravidns, a Bhaktl move
ment poetsaint born in Va
ranasi, which is Modi's par-
liamentary constituency, for
building his memorial in Sa-
gar in MP and visited Ravi
dlas tormiples to pey ] bules
During his wvisit, Modi
will attend a public pro-
gramme and interact with
Niranjan Dass, the dera's
spirftual head. who was

awarded a Padma Shirl this
Republic Day eve
The dera ks based in Ja
landhar, a part of Doaba re
gion where the concentra-
tion of SCsis higher than the
restof the state. While Dalits
aceount for nearty 32% of the
poptlation in Punjab, more
than any other state, they ane
nearly 42% in Doaba
Though Dalits in Punjgab
are divided in several sub-
groups, Raviadassia commu
nity, which comprises 10-12%
of the populstion, is one of
the blpger ones and Ravidas
is a respected figure among
SCs, Reaching out to disad-
vantaged castes hos been a
part of BJPs drive, for s
agendn of Hindu cohesion
anid has helped the party's
growth. Punjab assembly
elections are due In the first
guarter of next year
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PM tovisit Dera Ballan today: 8K PM tovisit Dera Ballan
cops deployed amid threatemail today; 8,000 cops.

Will attend event to mark Guru Ravidas birth anniv

TRIBUNE MNEWS SERVICE

KEW DELHI/JALANDHAR, JAN 31
As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi amrives at Dem Sachk-
hand Ballan in Jalandhar dis-
trict on Sunday —his first vis-
it to Punjab since September
Iast vear — to mark the 649th
hirth anniversary of Guru
Ravidas, massive securty
arrangements have been put
in place, with the depgloyment
of about 3000 police personne
from 26 districts at the venue.
The PM wiall also unveil a
plague for renaming of the
Adampur airport after
Guru Ravidas and inaugu-

rate the new terminal of

Halwara airport
videoconferencing,

Ahead of the high-profile vis-
it, a threatening email was
receved by four private
srhools inthe city on Saturday
morning. The emails did not
mention any threat to schools
but targeted the PM. One
email stated, “Full respect for
Guru Ravidas ji but Mod: 15
our enemy. We have no issues
with Sant Niranjan Dass (head
of Dera Ballan).”

The email hinted at aveng-
ing the killing of Hardeep Nij-
jarin Canada inJune 2023, All
schools in Jalandhar were

through

Apicture twested by PM of his interectionwith Sant Niranjan Dass in 2019,

TO RENAME ADAMPUR AIRPORT

P Wodiwill visit the Adarmpur base where he will inveil the plague for
renarmingof the Adampurairport as S Guru Ravidas )i Airportand
inaugurate the new terrrinal of Halwara airport via videoconferencing.

dosed on Saturday due to the
shobha vatm of Guru Rawi-
das, This will be Modi's third
visit to Punjab since January
b, 2022, which was cut short
due to a majr security
breach. The PM's convoy was
stranded on a flyvover in Fer-
ozepur for nearly 20 minutes
due to a protest on the road,
forang him to retum to
Bathinda airport  without
attending the scheduled rally:

He later wisited the
Adampur Air Base in May
2025 after Operation Sindoor

and Gurdaspur in September
for a survey of flood-affected
areas. Meanwhile, a helipad
for the landing of PAM's copter
has been readied within the
der. Secunty dnlls hisve been
conducted In  coordination
with IAF teams and the Spe-
cial Protection Group. Awater-
proof tent has been set up fora
gathering of around 1,500
devotees (mostly invited after
duesecunty dearmnces ), Earli-
er, the PM will land at the
Adampur Air Force Base

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

amund 3.45 pm, about 13 km
from the dera. At the [AF
base he will unvei the plague
for renaming of the Adampur
airport as Sri Guru Ravidas Ji
Airport and inaugurate the
new terminal of Habwara air-
port via video conferencing,

He will then fly from
Adampur to the dera in an all-
weather MI-1T helicopter
With a storm predicted on
Sunday evening, a drill to
brng him to the venue by
mad in acavalcade was also
condicted.

In an officdal statement on
Saturday, the PALO said, “The
PM will participate in a public
programme in the honour of
Guru Ravidas . At 430 pm, he
will visit the temple, where he
will offer floral tributes to the
portrait of Guru Ravidas and
the statue of Sant Sarwan
Dass, the secomnd Gaddi-
Nashin of Dem Sachkhand
Ballan, Thereafter, he will per-

form ardas and undertake
parikrama. Around 445 pm,
the PM will arrive on the dais
and at § pm, he will address
the pathering.”

“On the occaswon of the
G49th bith anniversary of
Guru Ravidas, the renaming
of Adampur airport honours

the revered saint and social
reformer whose teachings of
equality, compassion amd
human dignity continue to
inspire India's social ethos,”
the statement said.

Officials  said  further
advancing  aviation infra-
structure in Punjab, the ter-
minal building at Habwam
Airport would establish a new
gateway for the state, cater-
ing to Ludhiana and its sur-
rounding industrial and agn-
cultural hintedand. Located
in Ludhiana district, Halwara
15also home to a strategically
important TAF station.

“The earlier airport at Lud-
hiana had a relatively small
runway, suitable for small air-
craft. To improve connectivi-
tv and accommodate larger
aircraft, a new civil endave
has been developed at Hal-
wara with a longer runway
capable of handling A3320-
tvpe aircraft” the PMO said.

Aligned with the POM's
vision of sustainable and
environmentally responsible
development, the terminal
incorporates several green
and energyv-effident features.
The architectural design
reflects Punjab's rich cultur-
al hentape.
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Delhi Aerocity Metro station tobe devel()ped askeyinterchange hub

EXPANSION PHASE-4

Ansurma MEHRA
TRIMFN E N & S ERVITE
NEW DELHT, JANUARY 31
The Delhi Aerocity Metro sta-
tion on the Airport Express
Line is set to be developed as
a major inferchange hub of
the Delhi Metro network,
with enhanced connectivity
under Phase4 of the Metro
expansion project, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) said on Saturday.
The station is being
expanded to integrate with
the upcoming Tughlak-
abad-Aerocity Golden Line
comridor Recently, the gov-
ernment approved a 2.263-
km extension of this corri-
dor from Aerocity to
Terminal 1 of Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport.
DMRC officials said, in
future, Delhi Aerocity could
become a triple interchange
station, as the National Cap-
ital Hegion Transport Cor-
poration (NCRTC) plans to

provide interchange facili-
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The A.eradty Golden Line nvnrriﬂur. behg:mstrw%ad as part ofPhas&# nfthe Metro expansion prnject,

ties here for its proposed in the design o enable seam-

corndor to Alwar, less future integration.
Necessary structural provi- The new Aerocity station

sions are being incorporated  will offer platform-to-plat-

form connectivity on one
side, along with concourse-n-
concourse paid-area access
between the Airport Express

Line and the Golden Line,
The new platform will be

constructed at a depth of

around 22 m.

The Golden Line station at
Aerocity will be approximate-
Iy 280-m, longer than the usu-
al 260-m length of most inter-
change stations, to
accommodate passen ger
movement and interchange
requirements. The Golden
Line and the proposed
NCRTC corridor will inter-
sect diagonally, according to
the alignment plan.

Officials said the project
would significantly improve
Metro connectivity for sev-
eral south Delhi localities,
including Tughlakabad,
Ambedkar Nagar and Khan-
pur, by providing faster
aceess to all IGI Airport ter-
minals. With the extension
of the Golden Line to Termi-
nal 1{Magenta Line station),
passengers from south Del-
hi will get direct Metro
access to Terminal 1.

Travellers from Terminal
1D will also be able to
access the Airport Express
Line by taking the Golden
Line to Aerocity and then
switching lines.
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Flamingo Aerospace to buy six

Oisr Bureau
Hyderabad

Flamingo Acrospace and
United Aircraft Corporation
(UAC) sipned a purchase
agreement for sixc 68-seater
IL-114-300 regional aircraft
at the ongoing India Wings
2026 here.

The partnership will even-
tually lead to the manufac-
ture of the aircraft in India,
thereby boosting the local
supply chain and employ-
ment across the aviation
SCLOr.

As part of the agreement,
UAC has offered Flamingo
A ace 8 cooperation
frmrli.L:Fmrk. 'mc]ud.iDJ.'JP; a de-
tailed roadmap for develop-
ing aviation capabilitics
India. The pact enables
Flami Aerospace to un-
dl:rt&]uE?n a pha:!?:ﬁ manner,
industrial activities such as
aircraft assembly; custom-
isation; maintenance, repair
and overhaul{MRO} ser-
vices; and preparation for
msm:fm;g P:I::I-'.Iad. infra-
structure development.

68-seater aircraft from UAC

REGIONAL AVIATION. Founder and CED of Flamingo
Aerospace Subhakar Pappula on board UACT IL-114-300 on static
display at Wings India 2026 in Hyderabad soouser niseus

“UAC stands as our stra-
tegic comerstone partner in
this mission, delivering out-
ting-edge aircraft, propriet-
ary technologics, and local-

ised manufacturing
expertise to the Indian mar-
ket,”  Subhakar Pappula,

Founder and CED, Flamingo
Aerospace, said ina release.
Vadim Badekha, CEO,
UAC, said: “The Indian air
travel market is growing at
the fastest rate in the world,
Passenger numbers are
growing ennually by up to 11
per cent... This creates the
preconditions for the com-

mercial success of oor re-
gional aircraft in the local
market.”

EXPANSION PLAN

“While the signed frame-
work agreement covers the
delivery of six aircraft start-
ing in 202&, we plan to ex-
pand our cooperation with
Flamingo Aerospace to in-
clude new mutnally benefi-
cial collaborations in the fu-
ture,” he added.

The IL-114-300 is de-
signed for short- to medium-
haul operations, aocording to
arclease.

Heritage Aviation
tobuy Airbus
H130 helicopter
Our Buresu

Hyderatad

Heritage Aviation has signed
a purchase agreement for
one Airbus HI30 helicopter
at the Wings India 2026 to
expand its heli-pilgrimage
and regional connectivity
operations under the UDAN
scheme.

“The helicopter industry
in India is witnessing strong
tailwinds doe to the govern-
ment's favourable policies
and the strong demand en-
vironment. The new H130
will be used to expand our re-
giomal conmectivity footprint
in other arcas, including
north-east Inadia,
which largely remains virgin
territory for private heli-
copter operations,” Rohit
Mathur, Founder and CEOQ,
Heritage Aviation, said in a
release on Friday. The heli-
copter is scheduled for deliv-
ery in September this year.

The chopper can accom-
modate a pilot and up to
seven passengers, snd s

suited for operations in en-
vironmentally sensitive re-
gions, the release added.
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crutiny mount

on AAIB

s 2023 crash report stuck

Neha LM Tripathi

T T A R e E o
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HC pulls up DGCA
over ‘indefinite’ pilot
rest rules changes
Sahini Ghosh

New Dediui, Jaeieary 31

THE DFELHIHigh Cotirt his souphtare
sponse from the DGEA wnd questioned
its ratiomale to disallow clubiving of pi
lovs’ Besve with weekly rest, even as the
reguliator clarified that weekly rest
underthe Flight Duey Time Limitutions
(FIFTLY ™ has never been withdmwn, is
non-pepotioble, pnd no ecempdon has
bean prned toany of the alil nsg”

Adivision bench ofChiel Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karlaon
Friday issued notice to TNGCA and In
diGa, and pranisd them o wesks to fils
thitir reply toa PIL that ofyjected toa De
ember S, 2025, instruction by the regu
Latorwhere it had dedaredan indeings
withd rawsl of the clauseof ‘'no Jeave
shall be subsrituted for wesekdy rest

Chief Justive Upadhwaya Inquired
arally from the DGEA, " What & the -
tivnuthe for this® And i1 apples toallair

toy have you wilthd roamn ¥

DGEAS counsel Angana Gosain suby
mitted that during an audit in Novern-
e 2025, it winsreported by aiclines that
leaves were being clubbed with weekly
st perinds.

1 FEBRUARY 2026
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Airbus secures historic order for India’s first
H175 and two ACH160s

#irbus Corporate Helicopters has signed an order for two ACH1G0
helicopters and one HI7S with a private Indian customer. The
operator is an existing ACHI60 custamer and will become India's
first HI75 customer. Marking the introduction of the super-medium
twin-engine helicopter into the Indian civil market, the HI75
helicopter will come in a 16-seat configuration with delivery
scheduled for 2026. The two ACHIBO helicopters will be exclusively
configured as per customer's requirements and will be delivered in
2027. The ACHIG0D represents an impressive combination of power
and elegance. Backed oy cutting-edge technology, the ACHIED
dllows business leaders to bridge time and reach, enabling
impactful decisions where it matters, when it matters.
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Charter operator VSR was
benched by EU regulator
before Pawar plane crash

Suspension Order Also Marked To DGCA

ManjuV Ztimesofindia.com

Mumbai: European aviation
regulator EASA (European
Union Aviation Safety Agen
ey) suspended 1ts third count
rv operator authorisation of
Indian charter operator VSR
Ventures more than a year
agn, citing a “Level 17 safety
finding after the company fai
led] to provide documents ancd
information repeatedly so-
ught in the Sept 2023 Learjet
45accident in Mumbai.

EASA hed also marked the
suspension order to DGCA
Last week, another Learjet
operated by VSR crashed near
Barnmati, killing Ajit Pawar
and fourothers. A “Level1™ sa-
fety finding is EASA's most se-
rious category of non-compli
ance, issued when asafetyrisk
cannot be ruled out or when

WE[:‘EJ;E of the chartered plane
carrying Ajit Pawar and 4 others

un operator fils to coopermte
with regulatory oversighit

Under EASA'S safety over-
sight framework, a TCOD aut-
horisation is mandatory for
any non-EU aircralt operator
to land or overfly European
alrspace. The nuthorisation
implies that the operator me-
ets international safety stan-
dards. VSR did not comment
on aquery sent by TOL

* Access denied, P 13

» Continued fromP1

accessto EASA tothe re-

quested documents and
information. In the absence of
safety-relevant information
and data provided by the oper-
ator, the agency could not de-
termine, as part of its moni-
toring obligations, the oper-
ator's continued compliance
with the applicable require-
ment of TCQO, said the suspen-

’]‘111& operatordidnot grant

DELHI

1 FEBRUARY 2026

sion order, accessed by TOL.
The operator did not pro-
vide information about the
accident involving Learjet-d45
in Mumbai, it said. “EASA
was interested in safety rec-
ommendations potentially
addressed to the air carrier
and outcome of internal in-
vestigations, notably with re-
gard to any measure(s) taken
in addressing potential con-
tributing factors,” it added.
The suspension order list-

VSR denied EU regulator access to safety records

ed five dates in Oct and Nov
2024 when EASA sentremind-
ersto VSR seeking informati-
on about the accident and
received noresponse.

*VSR was given an oppor-
tunity to take adequate mea-
sures on Level 1 finding and
propose acceptable corrective
action plans, together with a
root cause analysis and pro-
posed implementation time-
lines.” the order said, citing
reason for TCO suspension.
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Kuwait-Delhi flight makes
emergency landing at SVPI

Was Diverted To Ahmedabad
Following Bomb Threat

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: An IndiGo
flight operating from Kuwa-
it to Delhi made an emer-
gency landing at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI} Airport in Ah-
medabad on Friday mor-
ning after a written bomb
threat was detected onbo-
ard.

The incident prompted
the pilot to activate emer-
gency security protocols.
Some 180 passengers, inclu-
ding six crew members, we-
re aboard the flight.

The aircraft, IndiGo
flight 6E1232, was diverted
asaprecaution after a hand-
written chit claiming a
bomb was aboard the flight

was found near a passenger
seat during the flight, as le-
arned from sources. The pi-
lot immediately alerted air
traffic control (ATC), follo-
wing which the aircraft lan-
ded at SVPI Airport around
6.40am.

After landing, the air-
craft was taken to an isola-
tion bay where bomb dispo-
sal squads, fire brigade te-
ams and medical staff were
already deploved.

All passengers were sa-
fely deboardedand movedto
asecure holding area, while
theaireraft wassubjected to
thorough security checks.
Noinjuriesorpanic werere-
ported.

“Soon after the landing,
teams from the bomb detec-

and disposal squad

tion
(BDDS), Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), air-
port security and local poli-
ce rushed to the spot. Offici-
als confirmed that a com-

prehensive anti-sabotage
and security check of the
aircraft was underway. Pas-
senger baggage and cargo
were also thoroughly scree-
ned as part of the laid-down
procedures,” a source told
TOL.

Handwriting samples of
passengers were also collec-
ted and taken for examina-

tion, sources said.

Sources confirmed that
the flight later departed for
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI} Airport in Delhi
around4.20pm.

Inastatement,anIndiGo
spokesperson said, "IndiGo
flight 6E1232 operating from
Kuwait to Delhi on Jan 30,
2026 wasdivertedto Ahmed-
abad after a security threat
was noticed onboard. The
authorities concerned were
immediately informed, and
all the mandated protocols
were followed. The aircraft
was cleared after all neces-
sary checks and the flight
departed shortly.”

Airport sources said
flight operations at Ahmed-
abad airport continued
uninterrupted.

Security agencies laun-
ched an investigation to tra-
ce the source of and motive
behind the threat.
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Why indefinite
relaxation on
pilot rest norm,
SC asks DGCA

Abhinav.Garg@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi high court on
Friday guestioned the Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)over the “indefinite” re-
laxation granted to airlines on
implementing the new regula-
tions governing pilots’ weekly
rest and leave,

Hearinga PIL that raised the
issue, a bench of Chief Justice D
K Upadhvaya and Justice Tejas
Karia sought an explanation as
to why the aviation regulator de-
ferred the implementation of
the new flight-duty norms soon
after introducing them. “What
is the rationale for withdrawal
of this? And this applies to all
airlines,” the bench asked the
DGCA counsel. The HC issued
notiee, giving DGCA two weeks'
time to respond.

The new regulations man-
date that “no leave shall be sub-
stituted by weekly rest”. On Dec
5, 2025, DGCA eased the Flight
Duty Time Limitations to allow
IndiGo to deploy more pilots on
duty in order to reduce disrup-
tions. The move came after Indi-
Gocancelled hundreds of flights
nationwide in the first week of
Dec after failing to prepare for
the implementation of the new
flight-duty norms for pilots.
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Airbus secures order for three
civil helicopters at Wings India

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JAN UARY 31
Airbus Corporate Helicopters
in Wings India-2026 has
secured an order for three avil
helicopters from a private Indi-
an customer, including two
ACH160s and one H1T5, mark-
ing the first induction of the
H175 into the country's civil

hdicopter market.
The opermtor, already an
ACHIGD  customer,  will

become the country's first
avil user of the super-medi-
um, twin-engine H175 hel-
copter The aireraft will be
delivered in a 16-seat passen-
per configuration, with induce-
tion scheduled for 2026. The

two additional ACH160 heli-
copters will be customised to
the customer's specifie
requirements and are expect-
ed to be delivered in 2027.

Airbus said both helicopter
types are well-suited for pas-
sen ger operations, offenng a
mp¢ of performance, range
and cabin comfort.

Sunny Guglani. Head of Air-
bus Helicopters in India and
SouthAsia, said the repeat pur-
chase of the ACHIG0 and the
first-ever H175H order from an
Indian customer reflected the
increasing  matunty of the
country's civil helicopter mar-
ket, He said the helicopters
were desipned to mest evoby-
ing passenger transport needs

while delivering strong per-
formandce and comiort.

The ACH160 15 positioned as
a premium corporate heliop-
ter, combining advanced tech-
nologywith a forus on reliabili-
tv and desipn. Airbus said the
model enabled business and
private operators to masamise
time efficiency, allowing rapid
point-to-point connectivity
while maintaining high safety
and comiort standards. The
H175, which sits in the super-
medium category, strengthens
Airbus Heicopters' civil ineup
with its versatility and opera-
tional fesability The aircraft
offers evtended range and pay-
load capability, making it suit-
able for passenper transport.
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