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Mo flight in months at some locations due to imegular passenger demand

New airports struggle

New airports struggle to attract flyers

SWARAI BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, December 31

THE GOVERMMENT'S AMBI
TI0US push to bulld new air-
ports in smaller centres is hit
ting turbulence, withseveral of
these facilities struggling to
attract traffic and some turn
Lryg ko ghast alrports, Desplie
heavy investment in infra
structure, ewar alrports like
Eushimagar in Uttar Pradesh
and Sindhudurg in Maharash-
tra remain largely inactive, as
airlines scale back opemtons
citing low passen ger demand,
The Union Territory of
F‘uru|irl1.urrr, for instance, did
not see a single scheduled
flight for eight consecutive

monthsthisyear. The dryspell

Kushiragar B Datareveal 3 | mDisruptions
DRY RUH § I rnat ional Airpart mhrfm'h' athar | caused by Covid,
L T Tyl s boenwithout airports like Kumool | global airoraf
did not see a single Higghts e A peil (&P, Pakyong engine isswes have
schechuled fight for (e & | exacerbated the
eght consecutive Sindhudurg | problem
mar&stﬁsw:rﬂ_ [Maharashtral

ended onlyon December 20,
whena 78-seater turboprop
flight from Bengalurn landed
at the Pondicherry airport
?q.‘l:lrk'ulg s arrival with a cer-
emonial water cannon salute,
the IndiCzo flight underscored
the imegularity of airtm ffic at

suchlocafions

Fushina gar International
Alqn:n.::mntgumr.:d in Octo
ber 2021 as one of 12 green
field projects under 1tIEF|:|\l"
CEnment's ambitious
infrastructure drive, has been
without flights since April

Built to connect eastern Uttar
Pradesh and neighbouring
Hihar, the airport was also
expected to serve Buddhist
Pi|p'|ms bk now sits idle,
Kecent data from the Alr-
ports Authority of ndia (AAl)
mveal a sim#ar fate for other

Ay BE alrl:n.lll.s_ such as those
in Kurnool (Andhra Pradesh),
Pakyeng (Sikkim] and Sind-
hudurg {Maharashtra), Sola
pur Afrport in Maharashtra,
after a ¥65 crore revampp, also
memains dormant.

While Sindhudurg was
intendedto dval Goa's coastal
iwurdsm with s prisine
beaches, Kushinagaraimed to
boost religious tourism, But
poor demand and unwiable
operations have forced albr-
lines like Spiceletand Alliance
Air to discontinue routes
under the errnunrnl'x
megional connectivity scheme
(RCS) - Ude Desh Ka Adam
MNagrih or Udan

Contimved on Page 10

toattract flyers

SIMRAN SINGHTIWANA, CED
of Star Air, India’s largest
regionalairhine highlights the
challeng es: "The ticket pricing
cap under Udan has made ake
travel more affordable for tier
2 and thee-3 eithes, However,
maintaining consistent pas
senger demand on certain
roties remalns a challenge®

The carrier, with a Meet of
nine alrerafi, is planning to
expand with 20 Embraer jets.
Yet, Trwana notes that smaller
regional atrports often serve
areaswith low populationsand
imited touris t inflows, mak-
g it difficult to sustain fire-
et Mights.

Disruptions caused by the
Cowid-19 pandemic, global
dircraft engine issues, and the
shutting down of some air-
ines have exacerbated the
problen, Mindster of state for
civil  avtation Murlidhar
Moholtold the Lok Sabha that
these factors, combined with
weak passenger demand have
led to the discontinuation of
several rolites,

Despite these challenges,

|
!___’_J,,l

the povernment memain o -
mis tic. Under its Viksit Bharat
2047 wision, India plans to
more than double the ember
of airports to 350 from the
current 15 7. Siteclearance has
already been pranted for nine

new greenfield alrports,
including those In Alwar
{Rajasthan), Singrauh (Mad

hva Pradesh} and Parandur
(Tamnil Nadu).

The push for egional alr
connactivitycontinues, but the
fite of alrportslike Kushinagar
and Simdhedung undemscoresa
hard truth: infrastructure
adlone @mnot generate
domand, Without sustainable
passengervolumes, these facl -
Itie= vk becoanlng hilgh-profile
but undenutilised assets
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One arrested with narcotics
worth 8.8 crore at Gaya airport

Prasun K Mishra
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

GAYA: Customs officials at Gaya
International Airport on Sunday
seized hydroponic marijuana, a
high-grade narcotic and psycho-
tropic substance, valued at Rs
8.8 crore. The contraband was
confiscated from a passenger
who had arrived on a flight

from Bangkok, police said.
The arrested smuggler was

identified as Sachin Narayani of

Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh.

The seizure was made as the
passenger attempted to exit the
airport terminal. The contra-
band was concealed in a sealed
plastic pouch hidden within a
secret compartment in his trol-
ley bag.

Customs Commissioner (Pre-
ventive), Patna, Yashovardhan
Pathak, stated that the passen-
ger was profiled based on spe-
cific intelligence inputs, leading
to the recovery of the illegal nar-
cotic substance. Officials are
currently interrogating the
arrested smuggler to uncover
details about the international
smuggling racket.
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Airport embankment in focus

after South Korea plane crash

'24 Manual Sought Structure’s Review,

Saying It Was Too Near To Runway

TRAGEDY AVERTED IN LOS ANGELES: The US FAA has launched a
probe after a private jet carrying the Gonzaga University men's basketball
team nearly crossed a runway as another flight was taking off Friday at

Los Angeles International Airport. Footage of the moment showed Delta
Flight 471 was about to take off when an air-traffic controller was heard
screaming ‘Stop, stop, stop!’ at the basketball team's charter plane,
operated by Key Lime Air. Luckily, the warning worked and no one was hurt

ir safety experts Tuesday
Aqu&stian&d the placeme-

nt of an airport emban-
kment into which a South Kore-
an passenger jet slammed after
skidding past the end of the ru-
nway, resulting in the country’s
deadliest domestic air disaster:
All 175 passengers and four of
the six crew were killed on Sun-
day when the Jeju Air plane bel-
Iy-landed at Muan Internatio-
nal Airport, ploughed into the
sand-and-concrete  embank-
ment and burst into a fireball.

What caused the pilot to at-
tempt the landing after decla-
ring an emergency was still un-
der investigation. Butcommen-
tsin theairport’s operating ma-
nual, uploaded early in 2024, sa-
id theembankment was too clo-
se to the end of the runway and
recommended that the location
of the equipment be reviewed
during a planned expansion.

A transport ministry offici-
al said authorities would need
to check the document before
replying to questions. Experts
criticised the positioningof the
embankment, which held navi-
gation equipment. “Unfortuna-
tely, that thing was the reason
that everybody got Killed, be-
causethey literally hitaconcre-
te structure,” Captain Ross Ai-
mer, the chief executive of Ae-
ro Consulting Experts, said.

The Boeing 737-800’s “black
box™ flight data recorder recov-

ered from the crash site was mi-
ssing a key connector and aut-
horities were reviewing how to
extract its data, but retrieval of
data from the cockpit voice re-
corder has begun. Personnel
from the US National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB),
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, and aircraft maker Boeing
have joined the investigations.
Transport ministry officia-
Is said most South Korean air-
ports were built based on Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organi-
sation rules that recommend a
240m runway-end safety area.
However, a domestic law allows
adjustments in a range that do-
es not “significantly affect” the
facility’s performance. “We'll
look into whether there are any
conflicts in our own regula-
tions,” Kim Hong-rak, director
general for airport policy, said.
Muan International Air-
port’s operations manual said
the navigation eguipment, or
localisers, had been installed
too near the end of the runway;
or just 199 m from the crash site.
The document, prepared by Ko-
rea Airports Corp, said the air-
port authority should “review
securing additional distance
during phase two of airport
expansion”. Officials have pre-
viously said the structure was
about 250 m from the end of the
runway itself, though a paved
apron extends past that. rReuters
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From bird strike to jet crash:

Mystery of 4 fateﬂtl minutes

Choe Sang-Hun

Iready 30 minutes behind
A schedule, the pilot flying

the Jeju Air jet with 181
people on board was preparing
to land at his destination in so-
uthwestern South Korea on
Sunday morning when the
control tower warned him abo-
ut flocks of birds in the area.

Twominuteslater,at8.59am
(local time), the pilot reported a
“bird strike” and “emergency”,
officials said. He told the air
traffic control tower that he wo-
uld do “a go-around”, meaning
he would abort his first landing
bid and circle in the air to pre-
pare for a second attempt. But
he apparently did not have eno-
ugh time. Instead, justaminute
later, the veteran pilot — with
nearly 7,000 flight hours in his
career — was approaching the
runway from opposite directi-
on, from north to south. And
3 minutes later. at 9.03am, his
plane, Jeju Air Flight 7C2216,
slammed into a concrete struc-
ture off the southern end of the
runway in a ball of flames.

All but two of the 181 people
on board were Killed. As offici-
als were racing to probe the cr-
ash, acentral question haseme-
rged among analysts: What
happened during the 4 minutes
between the pilot’s urgent rep-
ortof bird strike and thecrash?
Footage of the Boeing 737-800
landing at the airport showed it
skidding down the runway wit-
hout its landing gear deployed.

Asithurtled alongon its bel-
ly, engulfed by what looked like
clouds of dust, smoke and
sparks, 1t did not seem able to
slow its speed before slamming
into the concrete structure 820
feet after theend of the runway.
“Why was the pilot in such a
hurry to land,” said Hwang Ho-
won, chair of the Korea Associ-
ation for Aviation Security
When pilots plan to do a belly
landing, they usually try to buy
time, Hwang said. But the pilot
apparently decided that he
didn’t have such time, he said.

E]CICII'I‘IHE !

COULD IT HAVE BEEH A\"EI!'I'ED"

“Did he lose both engines?”

Experts who have watched
the footage of the landing said
the plane appeared to experien-
ce a fatal combination of fac-
tors that made the crash far
worse than it could have been.
The Muan airport normally
has a 9,200-foot-long runway.
But when the Jeju Air plane
was landing, only 8,200 feet of it
was usable because of constru-
ction work underway to extend
the runway. (Still, this is long
enough for landing 737-800s, of-
ficials say)) As it landed, the pla-
ne's pilot also appeared unable
to control both its engines and
landing gear, depriving him of
two of the plane’s three key me-
ans of slowing down: the lan-
ding gear brake and the engi-
nes’ reverse thrusts, aviation
experts said. They said the pla-
ne also did not appear to have
activated its wing flaps, anot-
her means of cutting down spe-
ed. The plane went sofast that it
overshot the runway and ram-
med straight into the concrete
structure for localizer antenna.

“Engine trouble doesn’t ne-
cessarily mean landing gear t-
rouble; the two are not necessa-
rily related,” said Paek Seung-
joo, a professor of public safety.
“But in this case, both appearto
have happened.” And analysts
said if both engines were lost,
the pilot could still manually lo-
wer the landing gear. But given
the hurried way the pilot tried
to land, he might not have had
enough time, they said. “Quest-
ions like these won't be answer-
ed until they examine the jet's
flight data recorder,” J Y Jung,
an aviation expert said. Nyt

1 JANUARY 2025
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Air India Express in growth phase: CEO

V1 RISE TRANSFORMATION. It aims to expand domestic footprint in tier-ll and ||l cities, regional international travel segment

—
Rohit Waid
New Delhi

The Tata Growp-owned Alr
India Express is firmly in the
growth phase of s trans.
tormation prn-gp'mnlnc.
‘V1Rize' is o scale up its
reach as well as capacity, the
girline’s  chief cxecutive
Aoke Singh told businessline,

Air India Express is guided
by five vear transformation
programme — V1Rise' — to
make the airline into a major
player in the domestic mar-
ket while having a sizeable
share in the regional interna-
rional travel segment.

“In manyways, it (V1 Rise)
is equivalent o Air India's
Vihaan ai’ programme,
serving ag a comprehensive

trunsformation strategy for
the airline,” he said, adding
thar it has three distinc
phases, “synchronise, scale
and soar",

“With the integration and
merger of AIX Connect and
Air India Express completed
in October, the synchronise
phase is behind us. We are
now firmly in our growth
!:h.lsmhes:u.]r-up of the air-
ine's ficet and network.™

besdnessline was the first o
report about the “V1Rise'
programme in October.

According to Singh, the
“scale’ phase is seeing a rapid
growth of the airline™s fleet.

“We are already at 0 air
craft and will end this fiscal
vear with over 104, We have
mcreased our network foot-
print and starved more than

TAKING OFF.Two-thirds of the airline’s total domestic market
is between metros and non-metros sm

35 new routes and several
stations such as Agartala,
Port - Blair, Jammu and
Bangkok, smongst others,”

he said.

“Aswe scale up and as syn-
ergies with the Al group be
gin unlocking, we will soon
be in the zoar phase of our

journey with a proficable,
strong  short-haul  interna-
tional and pan-[ndia do
mestic network," Singh said.

In F¥24, the airline [AIX
Connect and Air India Ex-
press  combined}  carried
over 46,000 passengers per
day on average, with a do-

mestic market share of about
SEVEN PCT CENT.

“This represented a 20 per
cent growth over the previ-
ous vear. In December, we
carry omn an average of 63,000
passengers daily, domestic
and international together;
our domestic market share
has grown to nine per cent,”
he said.

“In the current vear, we
cstimate a robust growth of
25 per cent over the previous
year.”

DIRECT CONKECT
Singh pointed out that the
gifline  has  adopted  the
strategy 1o directly connect
tier-11 and 11 destinations to
inrernational locations,
“Our connectivity from
tier-11 and 11 cities directly

to such markets s particu-
larly interesting. We have
Justa:muumui]ianﬁkukm—
vices from Punc and Surat,
and we are seeing very good
traction. We will [launch
many such routes," he said.

“There arc rowutes such as
Delhi-Duba and Mumbai
Dubal that are better served
by Air India, while Goa,
Jatpur, and Surat to Dubai, or
Drelhi and Mumbai to Shar-
Jih, are beter suited o our
busincss model.”

The airline’s primary fo
cus is on growing its do-
mestic foorprint in ter-1l
and IT1 cities, “Two-thirds of
the votal domestic marker is
between metros and non-
metros, which also happens
to be the fastest-growing
segment,” Singh said.
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BAA plans to open pilot training centre in India

SWARAI BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, December 31

BAA TRAINING, A global avi-
ation training provider, is
considenng establishing a
pilot training centre in India
to capitalise on the pradicted
surge in alr travel demand in
thecountry.

TheLithuania-based train
ing academy currently oper
ates pilot simulator centres in
Spain, France, Lithuanla, and
Vietnam, alongside consul-
tancy centers in India, located
in Gurugram, Mumbai, and
Bengaluma.

*With India's aviation mar-
ket booming, weare ready to
advance our expansion strat-

SETTO TAKE OFF

W india’s aviation sector facesa
sigreficant pilot shortage, with 1,300
aircraft on order and nearly 15 pilots

needed per aircraft

B An aviation advisory firm predicts

that India will require 10,900

additional pilots by FY30, bringing
the total requirement to 19 400 pilots

MARUUS RAVOITIS,

egybyopening addidonalcon-
sultancy centres as need ed to
mieel demand,” said Mardjus
Favoits, CEO of BAA Training,
man email mterviewwith FE.
BAA Training aims to tain
approximately 500 pilots
ananually for Indian carders.

“Based on the response
and enrolment levels for Ab
Initio trabning, we will assess
the demand and determine
the regquired investment
to provide local training,
independently or in partner-
ship with varlous alrlines”

CED, BAA TRAINNG
o We will assess demand and
! 3 ) determine the required
0 investment to provide
training, independently

ar in partmership
with airlines

Havakis added

Currently, BAA Training
supports over 100 aldines
and 300 private chients annu
ally, delivering 100,000 flight
hours and Type Ratings for
more than 1,200 pilots.
lts offerings Include ATPL

Integrated, CFL Modular, MPL
and the Indian Cadet Pro-
gram, as well az Type Rating
training for Airbus and Boeing
aircraft types.

India’s aviation sector is
expanding rapidly, withat least
two aircraft being acdded to
feets weekly. However, the
industry faces asignificant pbot
shortage,with 1, 300 axcmft on
order and nearly 15 pilots
nesded perairmft.

This tmnslates o an est-
mat ed shortfall of 2,500- 3,000
pllotsinthe near future. CAPA
India,anaviation advisory firm,
predicts that India will require
10,900 additional pilots by
F¥ 30, bringing the total req uine-
ment to 19,400 pllots.
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Airlines to share international
passenger data with Customs

Agencies Passenger (NCTC-Pax) by
NEW DELHI January 10, 2025, in order to

Adrlines will have to manda-
torily share details of foreign
travellers with the Indian
Customs authorities from
April 1, 2025, and non-com-
pliance can attract penalties.

All air transport service
providers operating flights
toyfrom India will have to reg-
ister with the National
Customs Targeting Centre-

comply with the requirement,
according to 2 communica-
tion issued by the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs [CBIC)

Details ranging from
mobile number, and payment
mode to travel itinerary need
to be shared with the suthor-
ities 24 hours before the
departure of an international

flight.
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SpiceJet holds AGM

MEW DELHI
——

Spicelet shareholders on
Menday sought to know
about the airline’s funding
and expansion plans during
the annual general meeting

At the 40th Annual General
Meeting (AGM), members
also transacted various busi-
nesses, including adoption of
audited financial statements
for the financial year ended
March 31, 2024, together with
the reports of the board of
directors and the statutory
auditors, and increasing the
company’s authorised share
capital, according to a regula-
tory filing.

The budget carrier, whose
Chairman is Ajay Singh,
recently raised Rs 3,000 crome
and since then, has been sett-
ling pending dues and various
disputes.
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ML BAI

Air Keralato
start ops by
June 2025

Upcoming airline Air
Kerala on Monday said it is
planning to start oper-
ations by June next year
with the first flight from
the Kannur International
Airport. Without disclosing
the maiden destination,
the upcaming airling,
which has already put in
place all key positions,
including of the CEO and
CFQ, said it has inked a
pact with private airport
operator Kannur
International Airport Ltd
(KIAL} to start flight ser-
vices on regional routes.
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Airlines to mandatorily share international
passenger data with Customs from Apr1

Press Trustof indla
MNew Delhi Dec 30

Airlines will have to manda-
torily s hare details of foreign
travellers with the Indian
Customs nuthorities from
April 1, 2025, and non-com
pliancecan atiract penalties.

All air transport servioe
providersoperating ights to/
from Indin will have to megs
tor with the National Customs
Targeting Centre-Passenger
(NCTC-Pax) by January 10,
2125, in order to comply with
the requirement, accord ing to
a communication issued by
the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC).
Details mnging from mobile
number, and payment mode
to travel itinerary need to be
shared with the nuthor ities 34
hours before the departure of
an intermational flight.

On Aupust 8, 2022, the
CBIC naotified the Passen-
ger Name Record Infor-
mation Regulations, 2022
under which airlines were
required to share passenger
name record (PNR) details
of forelgn travellers with

the Customs department.
This system is intended to
enhance interdiction capabil
ities of authorities as well as
risk analysis of passengers.
In ease an alrdine fils to
share the data, the Customs
department can impose a fine
ranging from Rs 25,000-50 000
for every act of non-compli-
ance, as per the regulations,
The CBIC, in the communi-
cation issued lost weok, said
the system to implement the
regulation is being developed
by NCTC-Pax and the atter's
phased rollout is envisaped
from January 2085, The Cus

toms department alsosaid that
the PNRGOV system - to col
lect requisite passenger infor
mation - will be implemented
on a pilot basis with some
airlines who have expressed
willingness to participate,
"The pilot phase is sched
uled to be implemented by
February 10, 2025. Thereaf:
ter, full seale operation is
planned from April 1, 2035,
for individual aidines and
from June 1, 2025. for airlines
intending to operate through
GDS (global distribution
system )" the CBIC sajd
Full text on grea terkashmi.com
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DGCA revokes Jkhand
flying school suspension

Debashish Sarkar

letters @hindustantimes.com

JAMSHEDPUR: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has revoked the suspen-
sion of training operations by
Jamshedpur-based pilot train-
ing company Alchemist Avia-
tion and reinstated its pilot
training licence, officials said on
Tuesday.

The DGCA suspended the fly-
ing training organisation (FTO)
license of the Alchemist Avia-
tion after its Cessna 152 training
aircraft crash landed in Chandil
Dam in Seraikela-Kharsawan
district of Jharkhand after tak-
ing off from Sonari aerodrome
on August 29,

The pilot trainer Patna-based
Jeet Shatru Anand and Aditya-
pur-based trainee Shubhrodeep
Dutta were killed in the crash.

“As per Rule 41B, sub clause
10 of the Aircraft Rules1937, the
DGCA suspended our training

operations after our training
aircraft Cessna 152, registered as
VT-TAJ, met with an unfortu-
nate accident. A team of DGCA
officers, subsequently, was
formed and sent to conduct a
detailed evaluation of our facili-
ties, aircraft and operations.
After we demonstrated satisfac-
tory compliance, the DGCA
revoked our suspension on
December 24. We are pleased to
announce that we intend to
resume training operations
from January 2, 2025," Mrinal
Kanti Paul, managing director
(MD), Alchemist Aviation, said.

Paul added that the DGCA, in
its order, has called for more
effective implementation of the
safety management systems
(SMS) to further secure the
flights of the training aircraft.

“We currently have five train-
ing aircraft of which three are
fully fit to fly. We now have FTO
card till 2029,” the managing
director said.

1 JANUARY 2025
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AIRLINES INDUCT
OVER 12.6% PLANES
MORE IN "24: DATA

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines
inducted around 12.6% more air-
craft in 2024 in comparison to
the previous year, according to
data from fleet tracking website
Planespotter.

In 2024, Indian airlines added
134 aircratt to their fleets com-
pared to 119 the year before, data
on the website showed on Tues-
day. Of the 134 planes, full-ser-
vice carrier Air India inducted
24, including five A350s. Air
India Express, the airline’s low
costarm, introduced another 18.

The fleet tracking website
revealed that India’s largest air-
line by market share, IndiGo,
inducted 75 aircraft as compared
to 63 in 2023. To be sure, these
aircraft include the ones
inducted to replace aircraft
which had completed their lease
period and gone back to the les-
sors as well as those inducted to
overcome the issue of grounded
aircraft due to the engine issues.

SpiceJet, the airline that strug-
gled with severe debt, also added
aircraft. “Indian aviation has
been on an upswing in the last
two-three years due to consoli-
dation. 2024 has been the best
year in terms of domestic pas-
senger traffic. The inductions are
indicative of what lies ahead as
both IndiGo and Air India have
strong order books,” Ameya
Joshi, founder of aviation con-
sultancy firm Network
Thoughts, said.
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US, Boeing probe site
of S Korean air crash

South Korean officials
have said they will
look into whether the
Muan airport’s
localiser should have
been made with
lighter materials

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUAN: A team of US investiga-
tors including representatives
from Boeing, on Tuesday, exam-
ined the site of a plane crash that
killed 179 people in South Korea
while authorities were conduct-
ing safety inspections on all Boe-
ing 737-800 aircraft operated by
the country’s airlines.

All but two of the 181 people
aboard the Boeing 737-800 oper-
ated by South Korean budget air-
line Jeju Air died in Sunday's
crash. Video showed the air-
craft, without its landing gear
deployed, crash-landed on its
belly and overshoot a runaway at
South Korea’s southern Muan
International Airport before it
slammed into concrete fence
and burst into a flame.

The plane was seen having an
engine trouble, and preliminary
examinations also say the pilots
received a bird strike warning
from the ground control centre
and issued a distress signal as
well. But many experts say the
landing gear issue was likely the
main cause of the crash.

The South Korean govern-
ment has launched safety
inspections on all the 101 Boeing
737-800s in the country. The
Transport Ministry said authori-
ties are looking at maintenance
and operation records during
five days of safety checks that are
to run until Friday.

The ministry said that a dele-
gation of eight US investigators
— one from the Federal Aviation
Administration, three from
National Transportation Safety
Board and four from Boeing —
made an on-site visit to the crash
site, on Tuesday.

The results of their examina-
tion weren't immediately availa-
ble. Kim E-bae, Jeju Air's presi-
dent, told reporters on Tuesday
that his company will add more

Investigators stand by the mound where the instrument landing system localiser islocated, at the
scene wherea Jeju Air aircraft crashed, at Muan International Airport, in Muan,on Tuesday. e

maintenance workers and
reduce flight operations by
10-15% until March as part of
efforts to enhance the safety of
aircraft operations.

John Hansman, an aviation
expertat MIT, said the crash was
most likely the result of a prob-
lem with the plane’s hydraulic
control systems.

He said that would be consist-
ent with the landing gear and
wing flaps not being deployed
“and might indicate a control
issue which would explain the
rush to get on the ground.”

The Boeing 737-800 - an ear-
lier version of 737 than the Max
-- is a widely used plane with a
good safety record, according to
Najmedin Meshkati, an engi-
neering professor at the Univer-
sity of Southern California who
has studied aviation safety.

He said the failure of the
plane’s system for broadcasting
location, operating its landing
gear and extending the wing
flaps to slow down indicate a
widespread problem that
affected electrical and hydraulic
systems. He is confident that
investigators will learn what
went wrong by analysing infor-

mation from the flight data and
cockpit voice recorders.

“These are really the two pil-
lars for accident analysis and
accident reconstruction,” Mesh-
kati said.

Like other aviation experts,
Meshkati also questioned the
location of a solid wall just a few
hundred feet past the end of the
runway, given that planes occa-
sionally do overshoot runways.
“Having such a big concrete bar-
rier over there was really very
bad luck for this particular air-
plane,” he said.

South Korean officials have
said they will look into whether
the Muan airport’s localiser —a
concrete fence housing a set of
antennas designed to guide air-
craft safely during landings —
should have been made with
lighter materials that would
break more easily upon impact.

The crash was the deadliest
disaster in South Korea's avia-
tion history in decades. A seven-
day national mourning has been
declared until January 4.

Authorities have identified 175
bodies and are DNA testing the
remaining five, the Transport
Ministry said.

5 KOREA ISSUES
ARREST WARRANT
FOR IMPEACHED
PRESIDENT YOON

Bloomberg

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEOUL: A South Korean court
issued an arrest warrant for
embattled President Yoon Suk
Yeol, who has been suspended
from power over his short-lived
martial law declaration, accord-
ing to investigators.

The Seoul Western District
Courtapproved the warrant on
Tuesday, a day after the investi-
gation team requested it as
Yoon has repeatedly refused to
appear for questioning. He is
under criminal probe for insur-
rection allegations.

If the warrant is executed,
Yoon would be the first sitting
president in South Korea's his-
tory to be arrested. It's unclear if
investigators will manage to
take the president into custody
as a previous attempt to search
the presidential office was
blocked by Yoon's team.
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SPICEJET AIMS TO
OPERATIONALISE
30 GROUNDED
PLANES AGAIN

Daanish Anand
daanish anandg@livemnt. com

NEW DELHI: Budget carrier Spi-
celet Lid, aims to operatonalise
30 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft,
grounded for reasons ranging
from payment default to lessors
and component shortages, in
the next 12-15 months as it seeks
o expand its services.

Speaking at the company’s
annual general meeting on
Monday, chairman and manag-
ing director Ajay Singh also
hinted at resuming talks with
alrcraft manufacturer Boeing
for pending deliveries. The air-
line had placed an order for 200
B737 MAX aircraft with the
American firm in 2017,

Singh said, "We will restart
our talks with Boeing, we
recelved 13 aircraft, we will talk
with the company to restart
deliveries, hopefully we can do
this in the upcoming months.”

Inulia needs to have more air-
lines to prevent the market from
beroming a duopoly, Singh said.
The airline aims to have a fleet
of 100 alrcraft by 2026-end,
from the current 28 operational
aircraft India's aviation market
is dominated by IndiGo, the
couniry’s largest airline, and the
Tata Group-owned Alr India.

Experts see Spicelet's
announcement on its grounded
planes and restarting delivery
talks with Boeing as a welcome
step for the market. Sanjay
Lazar, CEO of Avialaz Consuli-
ants, said, "The announce-
ment...is a bold move in the
strangled Indian aviation mar-
ket. The current duopoly needs
to be challenged by both Spice-
Jet and Akasa and more new-
comers. The addition of fresh
capacity and accelerated deliv-
erles by Boeing would mean a
significant uptick in Spicelet’s
flying portfolio. It could also
lower alrfares and add more fre-
quencies on demand-hungry
sectors.”

Lazar feels that Spicelet
needs a stronger operations
team o regain its position. He
added. “While ramping capacs
ity, if Spicelet can improve pas-
senger services and tighten
on-time performance, they wil
rebulld consumer confidence
with the brand.”
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Rescue members work at the crash site at Muan airport in
Muan, South Korea, Tuesday.Ar

Officials inspect
site of Jeju Air
plane crash in bid
to identify cause

REUTERS
SEOUL,DECEMBER 31

SOUTH KOREA ramped up in-
vestigationson Tuesday into the
cause of its deadliest domestic
air accident as police worked to
identify victims while familiesof
those killed in the crash of a Jeju
Air jet pushed for more details.

All 175 passengers and four
of the six crew werekilled when
the Boeing 737-800 belly-landed
and skidded off the end of the
runway at Muan International
Airporton Sunday, eruptingina
fireball as it slammed into an
embankment holding naviga-
tion equipment.

Comments in the airport's
operating manual, uploaded
early in 2024, said the embank-
ment was too close to the endof
the runway and recommended
that the location of the equip-
ment be reviewed during a
planned expansion

Atransport ministry official
said authorities would need to
check the document before re-
plying to questions. Impatience
rose on Tuesday among families
gathered at the airport as they
waited for the bodies of their
loved ones to be released.

The Mational Police Agency
said it was making all-out efforts
to speed up identification of the
five bodies still unknown, allocat-
ing more personnel and equip-
mentsuch asrapid DMA analysers,

$TheIndianEXPRESS

A “black box" flight data
recorder recovered from the
crash sitewasmissinga key con-
nector and authorities were re-
viewing how to extract its data,
but retrieval of data from the
cockpit voice recorder has be-
gun, the transport ministry told
briefings.

Inspections of all 101 B737-
800s operated by South Korean
airlines were set to wrap up by
Jan. 3, though the airport would
stay closed until Jan. 7, itadded
inastatement

Personnel from the US.
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB), Federal Aviation
Administration, and aircraft
maker Boeinghave joined the in-
vestigations.

Crash investigators are con-
sidering possible factors such as
bird strikes and disabled control
systemson theaircraft tothe pi-
lots’ apparent rush to attempt a
landing soon after declaring an
emergency, fire and transport of-
ficials have said.

Officials have also faced
questions about airport design
features, particularly the large
dirt-and-concrete embankment
near theendof the runway used
for navigation equipment.

The plane slammed into the
embankment at high speed and
erupted into a fireball. Bodies
and body parts were thrown
into surrounding fields and
most of the aircraft disinte-
grated in flames.

Wed, @1 Jan
https://epa
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Bird hit and belly landing: What we know
about the Jeju Air crash that killed 179

PRANESH DEY
MEW DELHI, DECEMBER 31

TWO DAYS after Jeju Air flight 72216 from
Bangkok exploded in flames after making a
belly landingin Muan, South Korea, there are
noanswerson whythelanding gear had not
deployed —and whether a bird hit had con-
tributed to the catastrophe that killed 179 of
the 181 people on board the twin-engine
Boeing 737-800. Here's what we knowso far.

First, what exactly is a ‘belly’ landing?

Inanemergency, an aircraft can make a
risky attempt to land with its undecamiage
retracted —that is, on its belly, notwheels.

With the landing gear up, the wings,
which will beverycloseto the ground, must
be held absolutely ‘level (parallel to the
ground) — a slight left or right bank, either
by the pilot or a strong wind, could cause a
wing tohit the ground, which can flip the air-
craft, send it cartwheeling, or break it apart.

Even in the best case scenario, a belly
landing does considerable damage to the
aircraft, its engines, and wings. Friction from
skidding on the runway can resultina fire.

A belly landing may be attempted if

Mthe landing gear fails to deploy;

M the plane is forced to land in a field,
and the pilot decides itis safer to skid than
to touch down on wheels;

M the aircraft has to be "ditched”, that
is, landed on water:

M if the pilot, for whatever reason, con-
siders a belly landing safer.

There havebeenincidentsof task-satu-
rated or distracted pilots forgetting to de-
ploy the landing gear, but modem aircraft

$TheIndianEXPRESS
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Flight 7C2216 touches down on its
belly on December 29, Reuters

issue alerts in such cases.

Did a bird strike lead the landing gear
to malfunction?

The plane was cleared to land at 854 am,
but three minutes later, air traffic control
warned about birds above the airport. At
B.59 am, the pilots reported a bird hit, and
issuedahMayday (distress)call.
They were cleared to land
from the directionopposite to
the usual one, and the plane

AVIATION

ing anaircraft’s landinggear — whichisre-
tracted into bays locked by hydraulically
operated doors in flight — is unlikely,

Could the crew have consciously
attempted a belly landing?

Itis possible they considered it saferto
belly-land than landing with the gear
down. But there is a procedure for it: fire
trucks and emergency services must be on
standby for a possible fire or to evacuate
passengers and crew.

Under what circamstances would the
pilots prefer a belly landing?

Videos of the crash suggest the B737-
800 landed “long and fast”. In aviation jar-
gon, this is when a plane overshoots the
designated touchdown zone, and the pi-
latshaveless runway lengthtostopthe air-
craft, which is moving faster than the rec-
ommended landing speed.

It is possible that during the approach
the captain realised that the
plane wascoming inlongand
fast,and a“go-around” — call-
ingoff the approach —was not

made contact with the ground
at roughly the middle of the 2,800-m run-
way,a BBC report said. Videos of the aircraft
show itsundercarriage was retracted.

Why did the pilots ask to land imme-
diately? Why did the landing gear not
deploy?

It is not known. A bird ingestion can dis-
ableanaircraft’s engines,and a hit can dent
its skin, damage navigation/ communica-
tion antennae, or even break the wind-
shield/ windows. But a bird strike damag-

Wed, @1 January 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76533158

possible. The captain may
thenhavedecided that landing on the belly
gave a better chance of stopping within the
runway than landing on wheels would.

But why was the aircraft coming in
faster than it should have?

While landing, a pilot uses slatsand flaps,
which are retractable surfaces on the front
and back ofthe wing. As the aircraft slows,
the wings cannot generate sufficient 'lift’,
the upward aerodynamic forcethat keepsa
plane aloft. At slower speeds, the slats and

flaps help the wings generate extralift,
Investigators will examine whether one
or several birds got stuckin the wings and
prevented the flaps from being deployed.In
sucha situation, the crew may have hadno
choice but execute a high-speed landing,
With flaps, ‘stall’ speed is lower; without
flaps,itis higher. Stallis aconditioninwhich
an aircraft stops flying forward and startsto
fall from the sky. Anaircraft can stall if its
nose is too high (which disturbs the flow of
airaround the wings, spoiling generation of
lift), or when it is not going fastenough
(which also spoils the generationof lift).
So an aircraft whose stall speed with-
out flaps is, say, 120 knots, could have astall
speed of B0 knots with the flaps extended.
If, due to abird strike, theflaps of the Boeing
failed to deploy, the planewould have had
to come in faster in order to preventa stall.

Could the pilot have braked?

Modern aircraft have (1) thrust re-
versers, (ii)spoilers, and (iii) wheel brakes.

THRUST REVERSERS: Once anaircraft
touches down, the thrust from the engines
is redirected in the reverse direction, slow-
ing down the plane.

SPOILERS: These movable panels on
the wing's surfaceareflushed during flight
and deployed after the planelands, slowing
it down with aerodynamic drag.

WHEEL BRAKES: The computer sys-
temon amodern plane may prevent auto-
matic brakes from deploying unless it
'senses'that the aircraft isinlanding config-
uration, flaps are extended, and the wheels
are on the ground. Investigators will look
at what sort of braking was available with

the landing gear retracted.



AIRF‘UHISAUIHUP#T ¥ LH'- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHT 1 JANUARY 2025

Bharativa
Vayuyan
Adhinivam to
be effective
from Jan 1

NEW DELHI The new kv
thiat seeks to facilitate desgrning
and mamufacturing of aircraht
in Indsa ax well as tacilitate the

ease of doing business in the
aviation space will come inbo
foree froam [amumry 1, 2025

The new Act — Bharativa
Vayuyan Adhiniyam, Ji24 --
that replaces the 90-year ald
Adrcraft Act, was cleared by the
Parliament earlier this mamth.

Acconding io a notthcation
smned on Teesday, the “central
povermmient hereby appoints
the 1st day of Janmary, 2025 as
the date on which the prov
sicms of the sasd Act, shall come
imio foree”,

Among athers, the Act pro-
vides for regulation and con
tnol of the design, mamfactune,
MantENance, POSSESsI0n, Lse,
operation, sale, export and
import of aircraft and con
mected matters.

The legislation will abso
remove redundancies and
replace the Adrcraft Act, 1934,
which has been amended 21
times.

Enddia s one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets. m
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Digi Yatra passengers’ data not shared
with I-T dept: Civil Aviation Ministry

NEW DELHI: The Civil Avia-
tion Ministry on Monday said
data of passengers who use Digi
Yatra are not shared with the
Indian tax authorities.

Earlier in the day, the I-T
Department refuted reports
that Digi Yatra data will be used
to crack down on tax evaders.

Based on Facial Recognition
Technology (FRT), Digi Yatra
provides Ezr contactless, seam-
less movement of passengers at
various check points at airports.

The data shared by a passen-
ger for Digi Yatra is stored in an
encrypted format. To avail the
service, a passenger has to regis-
ter his or her details on the Digi
Yatra app using Aadhaar-based
validation and a self-image cap-
ture. In the next step, the board-

ing pass has to be scanned and
the credentials are shared with
the airport.

In a post on X, the minis-
try said there is no sharing of
Digi Yatra passengers’ data with
Indian tax authorities.

“The Digi Yatra app follows
the Self-Sovereign Identity (SSI)
model, where Personally Iden-
tifiable Information (PII) and
travel credentials are stored
exclusively on the user's device,
not on any central repository.
Furthermore, if a user unin-
stalls the Digi Yatra app, the
data is deleted entirely,” the
ministry said in a post on X.

Further, the ministry said
airport systems automatically

e passenger data within 24
EL“IE‘E of the Eight's departure.

The [-T Department, in
a Eosl on X, retuted reports
which stated that Digi Yatra
data will be nsed to crack down
on tax evaders.

“In this connection, it is
clarified that as on date there
is no such move by the @Inco-
meTaxIndia department,” it
said.

Digi Yatra is m ‘fed by
the Digi Yatra Foundation.
Its shareholders are Airport
Authority of India (AAI),
Cochin International Airport
Ltd (CIAL), Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Ltd (BIAL),
Delhi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL), Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (HIAL) and
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd (MIALD). 41l
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Air Kerala to start operations by June 2025

Kerala-based aviation firm received NOC from civil aviation ministry in Fuly

MUMBAI: Upcoming airline
Air Kerala on Monday said it
is planning to start operations
by June next year with the first
flight from the Kannur Inter-
national Airport.

Without disclosing the
maiden destination, the upcom-
ing airline, which has already
put in place all key positions,
including of the CEQ and CFO,
said it has inked a pact with
private airport operator Kan-
nur International Airport Ltd
(KIAL) to start flight services
on regional routes.

As part of the agreement
between the two companies, Air
Kerala initially will have a sub-

stantial number of departures
from Kannur, to nearby domes-
tic destinations within a flying
range of one-and-a-half hour.

Infrastructure is already
available at Kannur Airport
and as an entrant to the avia-
tion industry, the airport man-
agement has offered Air Kerala
a.ﬁ support in setting up base at
Kannur, Air Kerala Chairman
Af Ahmed said.

“We take this opportunity to
announce that Kannur Interna-
tional Airport will be a major
player in our operational strat-

v Ahmed said in a statement.

“Our partnership with KIAL
allows us to connect key regions

domestically while preparing
for international operations.
Together, we aim to offer reli-
able, affordable, and efficient
travel options to passengers,”
he said.

The Kerala-based aviation
firm received the no-objection
certificate from the civil avia-
tion ministry in July this year.

At present, it is in the pro-
cess of applying to the DGCA
for a flying permit that will
allow it to start commercial ser-
vices on the mandated routes.

The airline also said it is
looking to have regional twin-
engine turboprop ATR aircraft
in the fleet to begin with and

then subsequently switch over
to the narrow body jets as it
scales up.

Looking beyond domestic
routes, Air Kerala said it has
ambitious plans for interna-
tional operations that will allow
it to connect more international
destinations to Kannur.

Air Keralas strategically
chosen domestic destina-
tions will connect passe
from different locations of the
region to international desti-
nations through Kannur Air-
port, thereby transformin
Kannur Airportas a major huﬁ
for air Lra\lﬁ in the region, the
airline said. Pl
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Spicelet
AGM

B NEW DELHI: SpiceJet on
Monday held its much
delayved AGM for 2023-
24, The shareholders
sought to know about the
airline’s funding and ex-
pansion plans during the
annual general meeting
on Monday. rm
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The aviation regulator has imposed a penalty of Rs 10 lakh
on Akasa Air for failing to compensate 7 passengers denied
boarding on a Sept 6 Bengaluru-Pune flight. TOI looks at
compensation norms for being denied boarding

SN SEPTINCIDENT

The aircraft scheduled for the route was grounded and the
replacement aircraft had nine non-operational seats. So
Akasa transferred 7 passengers to an IndiGo flight that
departed nearly two hours later. The question is: how does
flight time difference between original and alternative
flights decide quantum of compensation?

Pic for representation

THE RULES > Airines can legally deny = When more passengers

with empty seats (some deny boarding to some

hours after the original
flight's time

ENTITLED TO PAYOUT IF DENIED BOARDING?
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AS A DOMESTIC FLYER

departure, the airline need not

boarding. To reduce the report than the number of pay compensation
possibility of flight departing  available seats, the aifine must  3"Fiee the airline must pay

compensation that is equal to

passengers don't show > If the offioaded passengeris  200% of the booked one-way

~  upairlines can booked on an alternative flight  basic fare plus airline fuel
il il ':""‘,Ed?mk flightstoa  pay departs within an hour of charge, or Rs 10,000, whichever
limited extent the original flight’s scheduled is lower
The
FOR MUCH DELAYED DEPARTURE Mhasscane A {
» |f a passenger The 7 passengers |
400% of booked one-way  does not opt for should have
basic fare plus airline fuel charge ~ alternate flight, been paid
or Rs 20,000, whichever lower,  full ticket refund ?lo'non
should be compensation if and compensation sach
the altermative flight equal to 4007 of
departs more than 24 booked one-way basic

fare plus airline fuel charge or ¥20,000
should be paid
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