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I report on Bengaluru’s 2nd

airport faces ful'ther delay

State team likely to meet civil
aviation officials this week

v

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

4 I Yhe report of the Airport
Authority of India (AAI)
on Bengaluru’s second

international airport has been

delayed again.

On September 1, Industries
Minister M B Patil had said that
the state government was hop-
ing to receive the report in two
weeks.

A well-placed source told
DH that the report was likely
tobe delayed further.

Meanwhile, a team of state
government officialsislikelyto

meet officials of the civil avia- &8

tionministry thisweek to “take |

stock of the matter”.
According to a senior AAI
official, the project was pro-
gressing on expected lines.
The AAI had submitted the
report to the civil aviation min-
istry on June 23.

Green clearance pending

“As faras we know, theenviron-
mental clearanceforthereport
isstill pending. There might be
some delay due to certain key
officials being unavailable.
Other than that, the project is
moving on expected lines. The

Industnes MII"IIStEI‘ M B.Patll says that the HAL alrpnrt shauld

be opened for commercial operations, as it will benefit from

domestic operations. It is conveniently located for public use.
DHPHOTO

Hosur airport, for example, is

following a similar timeline,”
hesaid.

Minister backs move to
reopen HAL airport

On the topic of Bengaluru’s
HAL airport tentatively re-
openingin 2033, Patil said that

hewasin favour of the decision.

“The airport should be
opened for commercial oper-
ations, as it will benefit from
domestic operations. It is con-
veniently located for public
use,” he told DH.

He said that the reopening
of the HAL airport would not

have any |mpact on the pro-
posed second airport.

“HAL is a small operation,
anditwillnotbe able to handle
large-scaleinternational oper-
ations. What we have proposed
isaninternational airport with
a capacity to handle about one
lakh passengers daily. Each
airport will serve a different
purpose,”he added.

The AAI has prepared a 10-
year master plan, intending
to renovate and expand the
HAL airport. With the expan-
sion, the airport’s capacity
is to be increased to 40 lakh
passengers per annum, and
over 2,000 passengers during
peak hours.

Currently, Kempegowda
International Airport handles
1.2 lakh passengers every day
—about 4,000 perday, inboth
terminals. The expansion of
Terminal 2 at KIA is expected
to begin early next vear.
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AllIndia AAIInter Zonal
Athletics Meet 2025-26

It gives us
immense
pleasure to
inform that
the Air-
ports Au-
thority of
India (AAl)
through its
Regional
Sports
Control Board, Western Reg|nn is Drganlsmgtheﬁlll India
AAl Inter Zonal Athletics Meet 2025-26 from 21.09.2025 to
25.09,2025 at Mumbai.

There are 6 Regional Zonal Teams of 16 Men & 8 Women
players+1 Team Manager are participating in the said
Meet. Across the country 25 menand women players of
AAl including Team Managers from each zone/ Region
are participating in the Meet. The Athletics Meet consists
of various Track and Field events and Aguatics events for
men andwomen. Today, 22nd Sept 2025, the Inaugura-
tion of the event has done by Hon'ble Member (HF?, Dr.
Srinivas Hanumankar, AAl as Chief Guest along with Dr. 5
F Choudhury, Regional Executive Director, WR & Presi-
dent- RSCB, WR along with all the General Managers and
HODs and Rep. Of AAEL of Western Region at 10.00 am
at Privadarshini Park, Malabar Hill, Mumbai. Member
(HR) and RED, WR have encouraged the participants for
active participation inspite of adverse weather conditions
in the eventwith utmaost care and safety considering the
weather conditions.
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‘Surat airport
terminal fails
global standards’

L]
FPJ News Service

SURAT
Even as Airports Authority of
India (AAl) chairman Vipin
Kumar stressed the need for
“resilient, future-ready, and
world-class infrastructure™ at
a brainstorming workshop in
New Delhi, frequent fliers
from the diamond city have
raised a red flag over glaring
shortcomings in the newly
expanded Surat Airport ter-
minal.

In astrongly worded email
addressed to the AAL chief,
frequent fliers pointed out
that despite Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurating
the expanded facility two
years ago, the terminal is still
unahle to support simulta-
nepus international and
domestic operations.

“While we welcome the
vision outlined by the AAl
chairman for modern and
integrated airport infrastruc-
ture, the current terminal
design at Surat falls far short
of these benchmarks” the
email stated.

“Passengers are unable to
experience seamless move-
ment due to poor segregation
and inadequate planning.
This is a fundamental fAaw
that continues to restrict
Surats potential as a regional
aviation gateway.”
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SC upholds tax
demand on AAl

n asetback for the Airports Authority of

Il (AAL, the Supreme Court on Tuesday

upheld a service tax demand of 18 539 crone
on fees collected by the airpont regulator from
airlines, cargo operators, and exporters
between 20005 and 2007,

A two-judire bench of Justices Pankay Mithal
and Prasanma B, Varale dismissed AAls appeal,
affirming a 2017 ruling by the Customs, Excise
e Service Tax Appellate Tribunal Delhi that
previoushy upheld the tix demand.

“Weare of the opinion that the authoritics
below huve not erred in taxing the services
rendered by the appellant in relation to export
carpo as teable service. . The appeal as such
lacks morit and is aceordingly dismissed,” the
SC s, The detailed written judrment is vet (o
be released. The dispute contred on whether
charpes such as terminal handling, X-ruy
sereening, packing, and loading for export
CRMEOWeTe exempt as export services or taxable
under “airport services” and “storage and
warehousing ™ KRISHMA YADAV
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Pvt jet becomes I aircraft to land at Navi Mumbai airport

ManjuVatimesofindia.com

Mumbai: A private jet carry-
ing passengers from Ahmeda-
bad quietly scripted aviation
history this weekend, becom-
ing the first aircraft to offi-
ciallyland at thelong-awaited
Navi Mumbai airport. The
jet, operating under a Non-
Scheduled Operator Permit
(charter), touched down at
10.20am on Saturday and flew
back to Ahmedabad pastnoon
the next day, completing the
first-ever runway operation
atthe greenfield airport.
Though an IndiGo Airbus
320 aircraft landed on the Na-
viMumbaimainrunway 26in
Dec 2024, it was a validation

FIRST-EVER RUNWAY OP: The jet touched down at 10:20am on
Saturday and flew back to Ahmedabad past noon the next day

flight mandated to test the air-
port's navigation systems.
Prior to this, a syvmbolic
touchdown took place in Oc-
tober, when an IAF Airbus
(-295, a tactical airlifter, tou-

ched down on the main run-
way without using the air-
port’s ground-based naviga-
tion aids.

“The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on Sept 19

granted approval for the land-
ing of a non-scheduled air-
craft, marked ‘passengers
flight’ at Navi Mumbai,” said
a source. To accommodate
this arrival and departure,
AA]L cancelled its earlier no-
tice (NOTAM to pilots, air-
lines) about Navi Mumbai
runway's closure till 11.59pm,
Sept20. Anew NOTAM wasis-
sued on Friday, which an-
nounced that the Navi Mum-
bai airport runway was open
from B.30am to 11am on Satur-
day and another three hours
on Sunday.

The private jet, a Pilatus
PC-24 (VT-APV), took off
from Ahmedabad at 9am to
head south, overfly the Gulf

of Khambhat, and then the
Arabian Sea, from where it
turned east to cross info
Mumbai over Bandra and
Sion, flying south of the busy
city airport. It came south of
the new Navi Mumbai air-
port, from where it turned
north and then west to carry
outanapproachonrunway 28
and land at 10.20am. It depart-
ed Navi Mumbai airport at
12.40am on Sunday and took
theland route to Ahmedabad.

Industry experts pointed
out that the new Navi Mum-
bai airport has other firsts
still to come. The most await-
ed among these will be the
first scheduled commercial
airline flight.
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Pvt jet becomes I aircraft to land at Navi Mumbai airport

Manju.V@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A private jet carry-
ingpassengers from Ahmeda-
bad quietly scripted aviation
history this weekend, becom-
ing the first aircraft to offi-
cially land at the long-awaited
Navi Mumbai airport. The
jet, operating under a Non-
Scheduled Operator Permit
(charter), touched down at
10.20am on Saturday and flew
back to Ahmedabad pastnoon
the next day, completing the
first-ever runway operation
at the greenfield airport.
Though an IndiGo Airbus
320 aircraft landed on the Na-
viMumbaimainrunway 26in
Dec 2024, it was a validation

FIRST-EVER RUNWAY OP: The jet touched down at 10:20am on
Saturday and flew back to Ahmedabad past noon the next day

flicht mandated totest the air-
port's navigation systems.
Prior to this, a symbolic
touchdown took place in Oc-
tober, when an IAF Airbus
C-295, a tactical airlifter, tou-

ched down on the main run-
way without using the air-
port's ground-based naviga-
tion aids.

“The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on Sept 19

granted approval for the land-
ing of a non-scheduled air-
craft, marked ‘passengers
flight’ at Navi Mumbai,” said
a source. To accommodate
this arrival and departure,
AAT cancelled its earlier no-
tice (NOTAM to pilots, air-
lines) about Navi Mumbai
runway’s closure till 11.59pm,
Sept20. Anew NOTAM was is-
sued on Friday which an-
nounced that the Navi Mum-
bai airport runway was open
from 8.30am to 1lam on Satur-
day and another three hours
on Sunday.

The private jet, a Pilatus
PC-24 (VT-APV), took off
from Ahmedabad at %am to
head south, overfly the Gulf

of Khambhat, and then the
Arabian Sea, from where it
twned east to cross into
Mumbai over Bandra and
Sion, flying south of the busy
city airport. Tt came south of
the new Navi Mumbai air-
port, from where it turned
north and then west to carry
out anapproachonrunway 28
and land at 10.20am. It depart-
ed Navi Mumbai airport at
12.40am on Sunday and took
theland route to Ahmedabad.

Industry experts pointed
out that the new Navi Mum-
bai airport has other firsts
still to come. The most await-
ed among these will be the
first scheduled commercial
airline flight.
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Pvt jet first aircraft to officially
land at Navi Mumbai airport

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A private jet carry-
ingpassengers from Ahmeda-
bad quietly scripted aviation
history this weekend, becom-
ingthefirstaircraft toofficial-

ly land at the long-awaited Na-

vi Mumbai airport. The jet,
operating under a Non-Sched-
uled Operator Permit (char-
ter), touched down at 10:20am
on Saturday and flew back to
Ahmedabad past noon the
next day, completing the first-
ever runway operation at the
greenfield airport.

Though an IndiGo Airbus

320 aircraft landed on the Na-

viMumbaimain runway 26in
Dec 2024, it was a validation
flisht mandated totest the air-
port’'s navigation systems.
Prior to this, a symbolic
touchdown took place in Octo-
ber, when an TAF Airbus
C-295, a tactical airlifter; tou-
ched down on the main run-
way without using the air-
port's ground-based naviga-
tion aids.

“The Airports Aunthority
of India (AAI) on September
19 granted approval for the

Hirav

A Pilatus PC-24 comes in to land on the main Navi Mumbai runway

landing of a non-scheduled
aircraft, marked 'passengers
flight' at Navi Mumbai,"” said
a source. To accommodate
this arrival and departure,
AAT cancelled its earlier no-
tice (NOTAM to pilots, air-
lines} about Navi Mumbai
runway’s closure till 11:59pm,
Sept 20. Anew NOTAM was is-
sued on Friday which an-
nounced that the Navi Mum-
bai airport runway was open
from 8:30am to 1lam on Satur-

day and another three hours
on Sunday:

The private jet, a Pilatus
PC-24 (VT-APV), took off
from Ahmedabad at 9am to
head south, overfly the Gulf
of Khambhat, and then the
Arabian Sea, from where it
turned east to cross into
Mumbai over Bandra and
Sion, flying south of the busy
city airport. It came south of
the new Navi Mumbai air-
port, from where it turned

north and then west to carry
outanapproach on runway 28
and land at10:20 am. It depart-
ed Navi Mumbai airport at
12:40am on Sunday and took
the land route to Ahmedabad.

Over the weekend, the
flight also landed on X, with
iwhiravaero posting a clip of
the landing captured by Sand-
eep Pilania, a plane spotter.
Industry experts pointed out
that the new Navi Mumbai
airport has other firsts still to
come. The most awaited
among these will be the first
scheduled commercial air-
line flight.

While PM Modi isset to in-
augurate the airport and its
terminal building on Sept 30,
the commissioning of the air-
port, after the security sweep-
ing and other procedures, is
likely to take a few more
maonths, But the landing or
take-off of the first airline
flight carrying fare-paying
passengers will be the most
significant milestone, as it
would signal the startof ama-
jor capacity boost for Mum-
bai’soverstretchedairportin-
frastructure.
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CISF TAKES OVER
SECURITY OF
NOIDA AIRPORT

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, SEPT. 22

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) on
Monday formally took over
the security of the upcoming
Molda International Airport
(MIA) located at Jewar in
NCR region. The force, des-
ignated as lead aviation
security agency, has induct-
ed 120 security personnel for
securing the airport infra-
structure, which is likely to
be operative on October 30,
This is the 70th airport
under the security cover of
the CISF. "On 22 Sept 2025,
the CISF took over the secu-
rity of Molda International
Airport, Indias first net-zero
emissions airport and now
the 70th alrport under the
sacurity cover of CISF.
Planned as Asia’s largest,
The airport will eventually
handie 70M passengers
annually with world-class
facilities, seamless connec-
tivity & sustainable design
inspired by India's heritage.
With the responsibility of
securing the airport, the
CISF reaffirms its rele as the
Shield ensuring foolproof
security while supporting
India's rise as a global avia-
tion hub,” the force posted
on X. The CISF is mandated
to secure perimeter and
access control, passenger
and baggage screening, ter-
minal and landside security.
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Tata ground handling JV to exp'md to aviation services

ﬂnlit\h.ld

Hew Didhi

The Tata Groop-SATS
ound- hmd:anH as well as

Eg!![h:ﬂ venture,

AISATS, plans m expand its
presence in aviatlon services,
cargo.and allied businesses.
Acoordinghy, AISATS,
which currently operates at
e — Ben R
E]hl'ﬂ.rpam Hyderabad,
Thirvananthapuram  and
ury — and three ad-
dizional locations for cargo
operationg: Ranchi, Noida
{upcoming) and Raipur, is
gearing up to expand lrs foot-
pring into secondary al
under the Centre's fegl
alr  conmectivity UDAN
scheme “when oppormuniries
arise”.

GRANDPA CLAUSE
Besides, the firm is preparing
to enter larger mietro alr-

swch a8 Chennal and
Kolkara once existing re-
stricTions ease.

BISATS has diwersihed into the food business, with a central
litchen in Bengaluru targeting the B2B market s s s

Irs absence from these
metroa stems from a “grand-
father clawse™ that currently
granis the Szace-run Al Alr-
port Services Lod (ALASL)
exclusive rights for around
thres moee Years.

Speaking to hieimessding,
Ramwduﬂn Rajamani,
Chief Execurive of AISATS,
sald the expansion plan re
flects the company’s com-

mitment long-term
growth in India's aviaron
EcOgysTEm.

“Omnee the grandfather
clanse oxpires, we expect o

be m a srong position w
servie other metroalrports as
well,"he said

According to  Hajamani,
beabdes s rraditional
ground handling business,
AISATS is booking to expand
Lnto cargo and logistics.

INVESTMENTS
Presently, ALSATS has Loves-
ted in an elght-acre logistics
park In Bengaluru, which
funcrions as a hub for ware-
housing and distriborion.

Fi crmore, 1T s devel
opleg a -acre bytegested

cargo terminal at Nokda In-
ternational Alr and has
also secured 57 acres for a
minkrimodal logistics hub,
Ragamani sabd, “We estim-
ate thar the nomber of
freighters in India
d imcrease D‘Eﬁ:—gm three-
fold in the coming decade.
This growrh will be driven by
strong demand for exports of
plarmaceuticals, perish-
ahles, semicondwcrors, and
e-commerce  goods,”  he
explained.

FO-OD BUSINESS

In addirion to o, AISATS
has been diversifying Into
food business.

The firm recently com-
menced operations of 4 cent-
ral kitchen in Ber that
caters primarily o the B2B
markear, serving institurional

anid oo re ellents.
On the diversification of
business, Rajamani said,

“Our goal i to evolve from
belng just a ground handler
into a diversified services
and logisthes company.”
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A-1 Express set to operate 20 daily
flights from Navi Mumbai airport

DEEPAK PATEL
Peewr Diefhi, 13 September

Thee Adr Inflia Groupon Tuesday
anpounced  that @ will
Lavinech commerclal operations
from the upcoming MNavl
Mumbal International Alrport
(MMIA prheoutgh s bowe-cost sulb-
sidiary Alr India Express. start-
Lng with 20 dally deparmures in

the {nirial phase The plan does
not | nelude flights by Alr India a1
thisstage, wirhall operations esr-
marked for its subsl diary.

The group sald Alr Indis
Express will connect more than
15 Inallan clries from MMIA,
which s being developed by
Adani Adrport Holdings Lid .
Operations will be gradually
scaled up to 55 daily departures,
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CISF takes charge
of security at Noida
International Airport

ABHINANDAN MISHRA
NEW DELHI

The Central Industrial

Security Force (CISF) has

formally taken over as the

aviation security agency for

the upcoming Noida Inter-
national Airport (NIA) at

Jewar, marking a significant

milestone in the airport’'sop-
erational readiness ahead of
its commercial launch.

The induction ceremony,
held on Monday, was at-
tended by senior officials
including CISF Special DG
(Airports) Praveer Ranjan,
IG (Airport Sector) Senthil

Avoodai Krishna R, Noida
International Airport Ltd.
(NIAL) CEO Rakesh Kumar
Singh, COO Kiran Jain, Nod-

al Officer Shailendra Bhatia,
and Regional Director (RO
Delhi) Sanjay Kataria.

With this, Noida Interna-
tional Airport becomes the
70th airport in the country
to come under CISF secu-
rity cover. The Aviation
Security Group (ASG) and
Airport Sector (APS) of the
force will be responsible
for perimeter and access
control, passenger and bag-
gage screening, terminal and
landside protection, rapid
response deployments, and
coordination with local law
enforcement agencies.

In its first phase, 1,047
CISF personnel will be de-
ployed under a Chief Aero-
drome Security Officer, with
the strength set to increase

in line with operational re-
quirements.

“CISF is proud to take
charge of aviation security
at Noida International Air-
port. Our Aviation Security
Group will implement glob-
ally benchmarked proce-
dures and layered security
measures to safeguard pas-
sengers, crew, and assets,”
Ranjan said.

COO Kiran Jain empha-
sised that the induction
reflects the airport’s focus
on safety: “Security is cen-
tral to our vision of offering
safe, seamless, world-class
passenger experiences. We
are privileged to partner
with CISF in ensuring un-
compromising standards

of aviation safety.”

CISF Special DG (Airports) Praveer Ranjan, IG (Airport Sector] Senthil Avoodai Krishna R,
Noida International Airport Ltd. (NIAL) CEO Rakesh Kumar Singh, COO Kiran Jain, Nodal Officer
Shailendra Bhatia, and Regional Director (RO Delhi) Sanjay Kataria at the induction ceremony,
held at Noida International Airport on Monday. ANI|
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Copenhagen Airport
Shuts Down for 4 hrs
After Drone Sightings

Copenhagen
Airport, the
L busiestin

the Nordic
region, reopened early
Tuesday after drone
sightings forced a nearly
four-hour shutdown of
all take-offs and lan-
dings. Norway's Oslo
Airport also reopened
after temporarily clo-
singitsairspaceduetoa
drone. Reuters
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FASTER WINGS | New airport, set to open on Sep 30,
offers quicker access and added capacity for city's flyers

Navi Mumbai airport
woos Pune's int'l flyers

Shubham Kurale

PLNE

plimin

The much-swalted Navi

Mumbai International Airport
(MMIA) is creating excitement
among travellers as its Sep 30
opening date approaches.
With its lotus-inspired design
and expansive terminal facil-
ities, the airport is expected to
provide residents of Pune and
Fimpri-Chinchwad a more
convenient  alternative  to
Mumbafs Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahara] International Airport
City residents believe this will
significanty reduce travel
time.

Rahul Jadhav, a resident of
Dange Chowk, told The Free
Press Journal (FRI), “It usually
takes around four hours to
reach Mumbals Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport, while it takes around
two and a half hours to reach
NMIA, so it will definitely cut
the travel time and add as an
alternative option” “Suppose
for long-haul flights to Europe,
which cannot operate from
Punes Lohegaon airport due
to the shorter rumway, other
options were Delhi or
Bangalore. But now we can
acoess NMIA, as its easy to
reach from Pimpri-
Chinchwad through the Pune-
Mumbai Expressway and also
takes more or less the same
time to travel” Shubham
Doiphode, a
Dehuroad, told the FPL The
first phase of NMIA s
reportedly around 4% com-
plete. Operations will begin
with 60 flights a day and are

resident of

expected to increase to 300
within six months Phase 1 is
designed to cater @ 2 crore
passengers annually, while full

capacity after completion of

dual runways and four ter-
minals is projected at 9 crore
passengers a  year K
Shambhavi, 2
Nigdi, said, “We currently wit-
ness frequent Aight delays and
cancellations at Pune as well
a5 Mumbai city airport. So
after NMIA gets operational, it
will cater to some additional
capacity and may help reduce
delays”

Beneficial for indus-
tries and

Funes Lohegaon airport lacks
capacity for larger cargo
planes, an issue that NMIA is
expected 1o resolve.
Industrialist Vinay Sawant, a
resident of Bhosarl, told the
FFJ, “There are many indus-
wies and MNC: located in

resident of

Bhosari, Talegaon and Chakan
MIDC, and we are visited by
many foreign clients. While
the nearest international air-
port is that of Mumbai, NMEA
will now be a preferred choice
and will save a lot of time.”
Exporters also expect gains
from reduced logistics costs.
“There are many farmers who
export fruits and vegetables
abroad. For larger consign-
ments, they need to pack early,
and it becomes difficult in

cases of products with shorter

shelflives. So the Navi Mumbai
Intemational Airport will help
in reducing the logistics cost as
the travel distance and time
required will be reduced con-
siderably,” Mahesh Yelwande, a
resident of Nighoje, wld the
FP. To ensure connectvity, the
state government plans to link
NMIA with bus, metro and rail
services. The Maharashira
State Road  Transport
Corporation (MSRTC) will also

It usually takes around
four hours to reach
Mumbai's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport,
while it takes around two
and a half hours to reach
NMIA, so it will definitely
cut the travel time.”

— Rahul Jadhav
Resident, Dange Chowk

“There are many farmers
who export fruits and
vegetables abroad. For
larger consignments, they
need to pack early.. the
NMLA will help in reducing
the logistics cost.”

—Mahesh Yelwande
Resident, Nighoje

launch a dedicated bus service
connecting Pune, Dadar, Vashi
and Panvel with the new air-
port. Spread across 1160 hec-
tares, NMIA has been built in
phases and features a £-MV
solar power capacity source.
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CISFtakeschargeofsecurity at
Noida IntematlonalAlrport

STATESMAN NEWSS5ERVICE
New Dielhd, 22 Sepioan ber

TheCentral Indiusd rlal Secusty
Force (CISF) was formally
inducted on Monday as the
designated aviation securily
aggency forthe upeoming Noida
Internatbonal Abrport (MLA)
in Jewar, officials said. The
induction marks a significant
milestone in the alrpor’s
joumey toward opermational
readiness ahead of its
commerclal launch. The
ceremony was attended by
senbor oflicials [rom the
Govermment of Utiar Pradesh,
CISF, and Noida Intermmitional
Alrport Limiwd (NIAL),
including Praveer Ranjan,
Spocial DG (Adrports), CISE

Rakesh Kumar Sinegh, CEQ.
NIAL: and Kiran Jain, GO0,
MIAL among others.

With thisdevelopment, N1A
heoomes the Ath airport in
the country o come under
(I5F security cover The CISFs
Adrport Sector (APS) and
AviationSecurity Group (ASG)
will oversee all aspects ol
nirport security, ncluding

perdmeter and acoess control
sy ] by somening,
terminal and bindside security,
deplovamert of Crbck Respornse
Temms QR TS, mnd coondination
with loweal byw enfomement
agencles. In the fist phase,
L7 CISF personnel will be
deplowed urder the lesde rship
olaChie] Aerodrome Securty
Offcer 1CASD)
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® Passenger mistakes cockpit for lavatory, tries to open door

Mid-air hijack scare on AI Exp flight

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, SEPT. 22

A passenger on board an
Alr India Express flight to
Varanasi from Bengaluru,
on Monday, cansed a mid-
air scare when  he
approached the cockpit
entry area and tried to
open It

Anticipating a hijack
attempt, the pllots, report-
edly, locked the cockpit
from inside to deny him
entry
Later, it was foumnd that
the passenger had boarded
a Might for the first time
and he approached the
cockpit area assuming it to
be a lavatory

He went back to his seat
when the eabin crow
informed the passenger

that he was trying to open
the cockpit door,

However. the matter was
reported to the relevant
aurthoritles, the passenger
was handed over to CISF
at Varanasi alrport and an
investigation into the
incident is on. The passen-
ger was flying in a
group.

Varuna Zone DCP Akash
Patel confirmed the mat-
ter, adding that a mulel-
agency probe Involving
local police, the intelll.
gence department, and the
anti-terrorist squad was
underway.

Authorities are, however,
Investigating how the he
came to POSSESS
the correct cockpit pass.
word,

“We are aware of reports

» ALL NINE persons, resi-
dents of Bengaluru, had
come to Varanasi for pil-
grimage, are beeing inter-
rogated, and further
action will be taken
based on findings

of an incident on one of
our fights to Varanasl
where a  passenger
approached the cockpit
entry area while looking
for the lavatory We reaf-
firm that robust safety
and security protocols are
in place and were not com-
promised.”

“"The matter was report-
ed to the relevant author]-
ties on landing and is cur-
rently under investiga.
tion,” Alr India Express
said in a statement.

In Varanasi, offleials
said CISF  personnel
detained a man and his
eight companions as soon
as their alreranft landed
and handed them over

to the local Phoolpur
police.
SHO Praveen RKuamar

Singh said the man had
attempied o open the
cockplt door during the
fight.

"He wasz arrested on
landing and handed over
1o us. All nine persons,
residents of Bengalura,
had come to Varanasi for
pﬂ%: image.

oy are being interro-
gated, and further action
will be taken based on
findings.” Mr Singh added.
Further legal proceedings
are underway
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Revamped UDAN scheme
on Centre’s table for review

PRIOR TO ROLLOUT. Cabinet note will follow the Public Investment Board’s nod

Erm—
Rohit Vaid
FMew Dedhi

The Centre is reviewing the
proposed new version of the
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Noagrik) regional sir con-
nectivity  scheme,  top
sources told businessiine,

The draft of the revamped
scheme has been submitted
to the Public Investment
Board (PIB) for evaluation,

The proposal, sources
said, is for a new version,
which will span from 2026 to
2036, and is aimed at boost-
ing regional ir connectivity
across the country.

“A Cabinet note will be
fiated following the PIB's
clearance, paving the way for
the scheme's rollout as per
timelines," sources
told bustnessdine.

“The new version isexpec-
ted to address earlier chal-
lenges and asttract more
private participation while
enhancing air access bo re-
mote areas,” they added.

The original version of the
scheme was launched in Oc-

NEXT DECADE. The original version ofthe scheme was
launched in October 2016 with an initial tenure of 10 years somm:

tober 2016 with an initial
tenure of 10years.

COMNECTIVITY & MORE
The proposal for the modi-
fied UDAN scheme was an-
nounced in  the Union
Budget 2025-26 by Finance
Minister MNirmala
Sitharaman.

As per the Budget an-
nouncement, the new ver-
si0n aims to connect 120 ad-
ditional destinations and
enzble the travel of four
crore passengers over the
next decade.

In her Budget rech,
Sitharaman ﬁlccllg'rhc :E]fuum:

will also support helipads

and smaller airports in hilly
areas, as well as aspirstional
and North-Eastern districts.

Eartier this vear, Civil Avi-
gtion Minister Ram Mohan
Nawdu had told besmessime
that the modified UDAN
scheme is 8 “major move on
the part of the Centre to give
a continued boost to the civil
aviation sector in  the
ruunm

“Chur Budeet sal for
the E‘IIEL'I.‘-EI:LIEI Dtpgﬂch:mt
for another 10 years wus
based om a careful assess-
ment of the need for contin-
ued s to operational-
ise :ndpg::rt Id mnrﬁlrparu
water  acrodromes and

helipads, besides aiding air-
I.inI:EPH:'n reaching I'J'J';v:E far-
flung areas of the country
that have had no air services
ever,” he had said. “We have
already seen the benefits
that the scheme has brought
tothe entire country.”

160 AIRPORTS
Since its lannch, the UDAN
scheme has made notable
strides in improving regional
air connectivity.

The scheme has opera-
tionalised more than 600
routes, inchuding helicopter
services, and has contributed
to doubling the number of
operational airports in the
country from 74 in 2014 to
over 160 by 2024

Currently, the scheme op-
erates under a market-driven
model, allowing the asirlines
to assess passenger demand
and ose rontes during
htddl%ﬁunds ’

Further, it incentivises the
development of new airports
and the upgrade of existing
ones, while providing air-
lines with viability gap fund-
ing (VGF).
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Air India crash: SC seeks response from Centre, DGCA on plea for ‘fair’ and ‘expeditious’ probe

.l.lrﬂ.ﬂh Bhaumik
Mew Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday censured the “se-
lective™ release of the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau's (AAIB) preliminary
report on the June 12 Air In-
dia crash in Ahmedabad, and
called media reports attrib-
uting the blame to pilot error
before the inguiry was com-
plete as “irresponsible™,

A Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
issued notices to the Union
government and the Direct-

orate General of Civil Awvi-
ation (DGCA) “for the lim-
ited of ens a
fair, Fuiﬁ::ai and mﬂEﬂ.‘d!
tious investigation by an ex-

body.” However, the
judges madeit clear that they
were not at this stage consid-
cring the public disclosure of
any part of the probe.

The Bench satd the man-
ner in which excerpts of the
report were made public had
created a misleading percep-
tion. “The seclective and
piccemeal puhllcal:mn of the
preliminary inguiry report
was unfortunate. Till the in-
quiry is complete, it is im-

portant to maintain absolute
confidentiality”, it observed,
cautioning that rival airlines
often exploit such tragedies
to tarnish reputations.

‘NO CLARITY

The Bench was hearing a pe-
tition filed by Safety Matters
Foundation, 2 non-profit led
by former pilot Amit Singh,
seeking a court-monitored
independent probe into the
crash that killed 260 people.
The pleaall that the
Ijmirliarg.-' I'E;::i \rluiat:dpgler;
Aircraft {Investigation of Ac-
cidents and Incidents) Rules,
2017, which mandate full dis-

closure of factual data.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, a ring for the
nm-pmﬁtpé[?‘u:..;sbrgurd the
composition of the AATR
probe team, noting that
three of its five members
were DGCA officers. Justice
Surye Kant, however, ob-
served that the presence of
officers did not necessarily
imply bias.

‘SELECTIVE LEAKS"

The Bench scknowledged
the demand for an impartial
inquiry, but expressed reser-
vations about placing all in-
formation in the public do-

main before the probe was
complete. “Of course, the in-
quiry has to be fair. But the
inguiry should be allowed to
complete for the whole pic-
ture to come out,” it said.

The juu:l.gcs added that
such imvestigations “should
be completed expeditioushy
wlthautpgn'mg anyone the
oppartunity for rumour or
misrepresentation”.

When Bhushan  pointed
out that the preliminary re-
port had selectively blamed
the pilots, the court called it
“very unfortunate”, “That s
why we say some confidenti-
ality has to be maintained

Privacy and dignity must be
H:EFI:II:EL becanse  even
though the pilots are no
more, their farmilies are stll
there and will be affected by
such leaks" the Bench
observed.

According to the AAIB re-
port, the fuel control
switches of the aircraft
“transitiomed” o the
“rutoff*  position  three
seconds after it became air-
borme, cotting off fuel supply
and causing both engines to
shut down.

The report noted that the
cockpit voice recording cap-
tured one pilot asking the

other, “wiy did he cut offz",
to which the colleagpe re-
mnd:d that he had not

B0,

It did not clarify whether
the switch movement was in-
advertent or deliberate, but
identified the fuel cut-off as
the immediate cause of the
disaster.

The inguiry was led by the
AATIB along with the US Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board, the UK's Air Accd-
dents Investigation Branch,
and Boeing representatives.

However, the petition al-
leges that the report with-
holds critical information,

including the full Digital
Flight Dats Recorder output,
Cockpit  Voice Recorder
transcripts with timestamps,
gnd Electronic Aircraft Fault
Recording data.

“Instead, the repart con-
tains selective disclosures,
such as d refer-
ences to cockpit voice re-

cordings without
timestamps, full transcripts
or corroborative context.

This selective presentation
creates o misleading impres-
sion and undermines trans-
Earcncv stabed the plea,

led through advocate
Pranav Sachdeva.
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India urges ICAO to frame carbon
offset norms for merged airlines

—
Aneech Phadnis
LT

Indea has urged the lnterms-
tional Civil Aviation Organ-
Isarion (1CAQ) to frame new
carbon offser guidelines 1o
cover airline mergers,

This comes in the back-
drogp of the Vistara-Alr India
merger, and the lack of clar-
ity in exigting norme, Indis
said in a working paper 1o
thie 1CA0,

In 2019, the ICAD ad-
opted a marker-based meas-
wre o reduce carbon
emissions.

The scheme, known as the
Carbon Offsetting and Re-
duction Scheme for Intermna-
tiomal Aviadon (Corska), is
being implemented in three

sed, STarTimg 2021
1ﬂme!.].rli.rm.'s lﬁﬂd be re-
quired 1o offser the emis-
slons that cannot be re-
duced  using  sustalnable
avtarion  fuel or other
technologles.

LACK OF CLARITY

In s working paper, [ndis
zald that there
s evident lack of clariry re-
garding the establishment
of baseline embssions for a

merger involving a Corsla-
par:f:lpmmg airline and 3

The demand
comes in the
backdrop of the
Vistara-Air
India merger,
and the lack of
clarity on baseline
emissions for a
merger involving
a Corsia-
participant and a
new entrant

NEW enirant.

“The absence of conpre-
hensive lnstructions o ad-
dress such complex simo-
ations may  lead W
Inconsistency and uncer-
ulm}' among Stames  re-
garding the calcultion of
uﬂgnmng’cbll;g:uiﬂng, espe-
clally as these are Influenced
by individual growth factors
srarting in 2033, Withour
cleaely defined rules, differ-
ing interprecations may un-
dermine the aniform applic-
ation of the scheme.” India
said.

“ICAD  should priar-
Itige the development of de-
tafled guidance addressing
the calcularion of affsetring

obligations in the congext
isational restruc-

Turing." it said.

NEED OF THE HOUR
India is participating in the
scheme's mandatory phase,
which kicks in from 2027,
and carriers will be re-
quired to offset their emis-
slons above a set baseline.

Up uniil now, no offset-
ting requirement has arisen
for carriers globally because
emissions In 2021-23 have
been kower compared to the
2019 taseline becanse of the
impact of the Cowid-19
pandemic.

According o the working
paper, Air India has been
subject to Corsia compll-
ance  requirements  since
2019.

‘NEW ENTRANT

In congrast, Vistara qualified
a8 4 “new entrant™ under
Corzla after crossing the
threshold of 10,000 onmes
of International CO: emis-
sions during the sxme vear.

The Vistara-Alr India
merger was completed last
Movembser.

‘The merger of AIX Con-
nect (previously known as
AlrAsia India) and Alr India
Express was done last
Ocrober,
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Al Express to link 15 cities
daily from Navi Mumbai

-y
Our Bureau
Mumdai

Alr India Express will

ave 40 fights (two-way) dally
1o 15 clres from Navi Mum-
bai in the initial phase, the
girline  annoonced on
Tuesday.

The alrport ks set for in-
auguration on September 30
and operations will begin a
few weeks affer a security
weep.

By mid-2026, the Abr India
Fraug will increase its opera-
tons 1o 110 daily flights, in-
duding five dally [mrema-
tonal services. Da.lhl flight
movements will increase to
130 nexT winger.

COMPANY STRATEGY
IndiGGo and Akasa Alr have
already announced plans 1o
commence flights from Navi
Mumibal with Kochd as one of
the many destimations.

“Alr India group's expan-

sion plans and global vision
are perfealy digned with
our aim of making Navi
Mumbal international alr-
port a benchmark in ghobal
aviation,” said Adand Alrport
Holdings Lud's CEO Amn
Bansal in a starement.

“This partnership will re-
define Mumbal's connectiv-
ity landscape and stremgrhen
India's Dwin-atrpost
strategy,” he added.

TRANSIT HUR

Alr India Maraging Director
& Chief Executive Office
Campbell Wilson sald the
alfine will work with the
Navi Mumbal arport 1o
make it a key global transit
hub for passengers -and
cargo.

Earler this wear, IndiGo
said It would begin with 18
dally departures to 15 citied.
Akasa Alr's Initial launch
g]:ms include hundred plus

ights per week from Navi
Murnhal.



AIRPORTS AUT HORI T‘f OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIE BHASKAR DELHT 24 SEPTEMBEE 2025

di jad: ;R fean,
gfenil, JF ol 33
g | T oA EEvEe
wﬁiﬂmﬁﬂjﬁéﬁmﬁé
HEN Y B A | TR
] H T e U 15
& wfimr R & w31 20
3ZH IE HAMI 2026 &
ey 9 5 HEUEE T
T 55 F2M X 2026 #i
w7 T 60 22FE =
foream =1 A 21 e 15
viEdl % fe 18 3T s
TR TER § 100 H R
IIH IE FO0



AIF?f"t "h 'S AUT HC‘JP#'{ ¥ UF iHL‘HA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHIT 24 SEPTEMEER 2025

et gag | 20 e 3T
wﬁﬁwsﬁmmﬁv

Hag, 23 e (wsfaai) |
v ifEm war Wt REwd
fomm @= 7 wm EfEm
UFIH A & IO e
it o= § 73 8 T s A 20
& 35 IF w0 | TR e




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPREESS DELHI 24 SEPTEMBER 2025

Al Express
plans 20 daily
flights from
Navi Mumbai

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, September 23

THE AIR IHDIA GCroup
announced ks plans on Toes-
day to begin commercial
nlﬁlll.\ {roim the Navl Mumibal
ImternationalAlrport {NMIA),
which b due to beinaugurated
in the coming weeks,

In the initial phase, the
group'svalie carder, Air Ind i
Express, will operate 20 daily
Mights from Navl Mumbal to
15 Inclban cities, ord Dairtral
fic mavem ents (AT Ms) to and
from NMIA

The Air India Group
intendsto scabe opto 55 daily
flights by mid-2026, includ-
Ing up to five dally interna-
tional flights from NMIA. By
the wmter of 2026, it aims to
further expand is opemtons
to &0 daily departures (120
ATAs) from NMIA

Camphell Wilson, MD &
CEOD, Alr India, sa bl "We look
forwand tocommencing oper
ations at Navi Mumbal Inter
national Airport, as Mumbai
joinsthe league of world cities
with more than one alrport™

Continued on Page 7

start 20 daily
flights from
Navi Mumbai

ARUN BAMNSAL, CED, Adani
ﬂulrln:l! HuUJn_q:.. swhich eon
trols WMILA, said: "We are
delighted towelcorme Ar Londis
GrouptoMavi Mumbai[nterna
thonal Alrportas one of ourval-
ped amfme parinera Thizwul
redefine Mumbal s connectivity
lanel scape amd strengt hen
India’s twin-abrport simtegy”

“Abr Indla Express’s planeed
operationsat N AMLAwil signifi
cartby oot conmectivity toand
fromthe Mumbai Metropolitan
Reghon (MMI) to dest lnations
acmoes and outside India, whike
fostering seamless interma-
tiomal transits through NMIAT
drInddia said in astatement.

Eartier, IndiGo had said @
would ba the first aldinet oo
merceE comrseial operations
From M MIA By Movernber 20125,
the carfer plans to operale 79
dnily deparures (158 ATMSE],
Ineluding 14  Intesnational
Aights. This is expected to grow
to ower 100 daily departures
| 20000 ATMA |q.r March 20126, Iy
Nowmber2026, IndiGoaimsto
operate 140 dail ¥ departures
| 280ATMs) Inchuding 30inter
matoral routes,

The Ravi Mumbai Interma
tional Alrport §s belng bullt (n
five phases, with the launch
phase pxpecied (o accomme-
date 20 million passengers per
anns (A PPA] and handle 0.5
millon metrie tonne (MMT) af
cargo. Upon full compledon, bt
vl [ hayee the capmctty to sere S
MPPA and handle 3.2 MMT of

cargmanmally,
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Man who mistook jet’s
cockpit for loo released

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A passenger
detained after he apparently tried
to punch in a code to open the
cockpit door of a Bengaluru-Var-
anasi flight thinking it was the
lavatory was released along with
this eight travel companions fol-
lowing a background verification
by central intelligence agencies
and UP Police that cleared them,
a police officer said on Tuesday.

“They were sent to a hotel on
Monday night and were guarded
by police officers until the (verifi-
cation) process was complete.
This afternoon, they have been
released formally. No case has
been registered,” a police officer
from the Gomti range, under
which Varanasi falls. said.
Through out the day, the passen-
ger and his companions, who are
ona pilgrimage, were escorted by
local police, people aware of the
maiter said

The passenger, in his 30s and
identified as Mani R on Monday
pressed the security keypad on
the cockpit door.of Air India
Express flight IX 1086.

A cocknit door reguires a

security code and has a camera
so pilots can see who is outside.

In an internal airline report,
secn by HT, the crew said the
action was immediately reported
to the pilot-in-command, who in
turn informed air traffic control
(ATC}) and the CISF was alerted
accordingly.

“An internal report states that
Mani R, seated in 25F, had gone
towards the lavatory, When it
became vacant, he pressed ‘I’
twice and then pressed ‘enter’ on
the cockpit door panel. The crew
saw this, approached Mani to ask
about it and then alerted the
pilot- in- command,” an official
said.

Officials clarified that, con-
trary to initial reports, Mani did
not attempt to enter the cockpit.
“He apologised and returned to
his seat immediately after the
crew informed him that it was
the cockpit door. No alarms went
off,” another official said.

The passenger, however, has
been put on the 'No Fly List’ for
30 days. “As per civil aviation
rules, a committee will study the
case and decide if he should be
declared “unruly™ and should be
banned.” the official said.
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First-time flier frisked
after mistaking cockpit

for washroom: Cops

Neha LM Tripathi and
Prawesh Lama

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A passenger who
tried to enter the cockpit of an
Air India Express flight from
Bengaluru to Varanasi on Mon-
day told security officials that he
mistook it for the lavatory since
he was a first-time flier.

The passenger, identified as
Mani R, was detained by the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) after flight IX 1086 landed,
and was subsequently handed
over to the police for question-
ing, an official familiar with the
matter said. Eight others he was
travelling with were also handed
over to the police.

The passenger has since been
placed on a no-fly list by the air-
line, an official said on anonym-
ity. “During interrogation, Mani
said he is a first-time flier. As the
cockpit door was next to the lav-
atory, he inadvertently
attempted to open the door. He
was visiting Varanasi for ‘dar-
shan' at the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple. In the inquiry so far, no
suspicious object has been

recovered from his possession,”
said deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) Gomati Zone Akash
Patel said.

During questioning, the group
of travellers said they were first-
time fliers. Police said that Mani
went to the cockpit door and
assumed that the keypad near it
was for lavatory access. He
claimed to have accidentally
pressed a button on the keypad,
but the door didn’t open, police
said, adding that background
verification of all nine men was
being done.

Air India Express, in a state-
ment, said the safety of the flight
and passengers had not been
compromised.

“We are aware of media
reports regarding an incident on
one of our flights to Varanasi,
where a passenger approached
the cockpit entry area while
looking for the lavatory. We reaf-
firm that robust safety and secu-
rity protocols are in place and
were not compromised. The
matter was reported to the rele-
vant authorities on landing and
is currently under investigation,”
the statement said.
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Passenger held for trying to
open cockpit door on flight

A passenger aboard an Air India Express flight
from Bengaluru to Varanasi tried to open the
cockpit door, mistaking it for a toilet, on Monday.
The incident took place on flight IX 1086 when it
was mid-air. The passenger involved was a
first-time traveller, the airline said in a statement.
The passenger and the group of eight travellers
he was flying with were handed over to the
Varanasi police. Air India Express said safety
protocols were in place during the flight, and
security was not compromised. Sources in the
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) said the
passenger expressed ignorance about the act as
he was a first-time air traveller. The entire group
was interrogated by the CISF.
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The road ahead for

JAIDEEF
MIRCHANDANI

with two major citles set to get
twin airpores by the end of the
VEar, 2025 is slated (o be a land-
mark year for India's aviation
Infrasiructere. The Mavl Mumbai
Intemational Alrpart and the
Noida International Alrpon are
both expected 1o become opera-
tional, aligning with & global
pattern where large cltees operate
mulbtiple airpoits to handie rising
passenger numbers, higher
service frequency, and efficient
Cargn movement. Similar exam-
ples include New York with JFE,
LaGuardia, and Newark; London
with Heathrow and Garwick; Paris
with Charkes de Gawlle and Orly;
Tokye with Narita and Haneda,
and Chicago with O'Hare and
Midway.

In Inwifiia, this expansion i par-
ticularly signiflcant. The
Chhatrapatl Shivaji Maharaj
Intemnational Alrpart in Mumbai is
already overburdened, hamdling
More PASSEnZErs than (s capad-
Iy, Skmilarly, while the Indira
Gandhi International Alrport in
Delhi continues (o expand, the
upcoming Mokda Intematienal
Alrport will play a key rake in
easing capacity constrains. What
makes this even more relevant is
the timing. The new airports are
Opening just as demand is surging.

Acconding to the International
Alr Transpoet Assoclation [IATA],
Indea now ranks as the waorld's
third-largest air rranspor market
In terms of departing Origin-
Destination passenger traffic,
behind only the United States
and China. Mearly 174 million pas-
sengers few o and within India
in 2024, representing abois 4.2 per
cent of global air travel. At the
same time, as reparted in the

news, Indian airlines placed
orders for 1,359 new aircralt
|divided berween Airbus and
Boeing], over the last hwo years,
hoth o modemise fleets and
mael the soarkng demand.

GCiven this pace ol growth Bh!

aggressive feet expansion,
upgErading airport infrastructure is
nolonger optional. More alrports
directly translate (o stronger con-
nectivity, which is why I ses the
opening of Nawvi Mumbai and
Noida airports as both timely
and srategic. It also fies into the
Govermments wision of sdding 50
new airporis In the next five
wears, linking 0 new destinations
witfiin the next decade, and ult-
mately building a nerwork of 350
alrporte across the country.
Ambirlous? Absolurely.
Achbevable? Very much so. With
technological advancements
rapidly unfolding, we are an the
right mack.

Additionably, ane of the most
transformative steps is the
Protection of Intereses In Alrcralt
Objeces BHlL Previoisly, India’s
legal and regulatory framework
limited access to intemnational
fimanciers, a5 domestic Lws wene
unalde to fully Impléement or
enforce the Cape Town
Convention, even though India
had signed it back in 2008

Approved by both houses of
Parliament earlier this year, the B
is designed to finalise India's avi-
atinn growth framework by grant-
ing the Convention precedence
over domestic legiskation. Ir builds
on earlier steps, such as ectablish-
Ing GIFT Ciry as & heish lor akreral
finance. The global aulation com-
mamniny has widehy welosmed it for
sirengihening investor confidence
In India.

This reform carries particular
importance given the badodnop of
repeated airine Insolvencies,
where the provisions of the
Convention oould not be effective-

Iy Implemented due to the
absence of the Act, resuling in sig-
nificant losses for lessors.
Although a subsequent ruling
broight domestic law closer o
Convention siandarnds, the Act is
sefll essential for comprehensive
compliance. By explicitly glving
Convention rights primacy, the
tegislation has already improved
India‘s plobak standing, earning it
a positive compliance notice on
the AWG Inde

THE OF THE MRD
SECTOR.

Aviation growth cannol be sus-
rained without a strong
Maintenance, Repair, and
Owerhaul {MRO] segment. Right
noaw, only about 1€ per cent of
ttal MRO spending by [ndian
carriers is managed by domestc

operators, High-value mainte-
mance and engine checks are seill
routed o overseas faciites, That
is why developing a capable MRO
sector within the country i essen-
tial [n e MRD ecosystem, Lo,
there have been notabile policy
measures: There is for Instance,
the introductien of a unklorm five
per cent Integrated Goods and
Services Tax (KaST) on imports of
atrcralt parts, CoMponents, ioals,
and tonlkits, subject 1o certain
conditions.

india's aviation market Is alsa
offering opportunities for both
independent MED providers and
DEMs, Howewer, the challenge
lies im ifve fact that expanding i
advanced engine maintenance,
particularly for new-generation
aircralt, will demand heavy imest-

ments in infrasersonire and sdlled
miznprwer. This means bidlding
mre hangars, boosting local pro-
duction of spare parts, and
enhancing cechnical capabitities
o cut down dependence on
impores. To make it possibie,
coandinated efforts are required
from the Government, the il
Aviation Minisiry, airlines, MRD
prividers, DEMs, private manifac-
turers, suppliers, and training
Enesgitutiomns.

The Governimsant’s call to global
OEMs 1o 'Design in india’ is amibsi-
s, but the Country's aeraspace
manulacturing ecosystem still
has critical gaps Supply chains
remain underdeveloped, and
large-scale production facikities
are yet 1o take shape. While major
aerospace players are expanding

India’s aviation ambit

operations, India continees to
rely heavily on impors for essen-
tial components. To achdeve i
aviation hub aspirations by 2047,
India will need to bulkd clusters of
aernspace excalience, comparable
to Toulouse in France, which
anchors Alrbus operatbons, or
Dubai, which has established
itsell as a global MRD hub.

CRITICALITY OF REGIONAL

A [af as the domiestc sector (8
concemed, expanding air conne-
tivity 1o maore Tier-il and Tier-i0
cities will be a key factor. In this
context, the Reglonal Connectivity
Srheme RCS-UDAN) is expacted o
play the most signdficant role.
Lensnched kv 2006, LIDAN has so far
operationalised 619 rowtes, Cover-
ing B3 Alrports acnoss e CounEry.

In the past year alone, 102 new
routes were added, 20 of which
were in the Nomheastem siates.
Looking ahead, the Government
has st a target of oding 120 new
destinations over the nest decade,
with a focus on remote, hilly,
and aspirational disiricts that cur-
rently lack air conmectiviey.

That sakd, challenges remain for
both airlines and policymakers.
Some reglonal abrpons under
LIDAN strugghe with bow passen-
ger traflic due 1o limited aware-
ness, lewer Might options, or
simply because demand has not
matured enaugh 1o sestEin oper-
atlons. For airlines, especially
newer players in the domestic
market, operating an thin manging
makes it challenging (o maintain
roubes with low boad facrars, even
with suhskdies. This is one reason
why some carriers have given up
UDAN routes, calling them com-
mercially unviable. To address
this, maore thorowgh feasibility
assessments and a choser look at
demand-supply dynamics will e
crucial when allocating new
roures under the schemse.

To sum up, India’s aviation
SaCtor & entefing a decisive phase
of groswth. The IDCUS NOW LS be
on sistaining this momentum
and taking it to cruising altinsde.
Thie Govermiment has lakd a srong
foundation, but the next decade
will decide whether India simply
expands its aviation lootprent or
Emerges as a truly global hub.
Inatussery leaders, together with
policymakers, will need (o align
safety, regulation, manufaciur-
Ing, and ervironmental responsi-
bility wwith the rapkd bulld-owt of
Infrastructure. If this balance (s
achieved, India will be trans-
formed by 2030, and wirhin the
lolbwing decade, it could stand
shoulder o shoulder with the
world's leading avlation
POWETS.
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Passenger approaches cockpit entry area on Al Express

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbal

A passenger on board a
Varanasi-bound Alr India
Express flight [rom
Bengalury on September
22 approached the cockpit
entry area mid-air while
looking for the lavatory,
the airline said in a
Statement on Monday.
The matter has been
reported to the relevant

authorities, and an investi-
gation into the incident is
0.

“We are aware of reports
of an incident on one of our
flights to Varanasi, where a
passenger approached the
cockpit entry area while
looking for the lavatory.

We reaffirm that robust
safety and security proto-
cols are In place and were
not compromised,”Air India
Express £aid in a Statement.

The matter was reported
to the relevant authorities
on landing and is currently
under investigation, the
airline said.

InVaranasi, officials said
CISF personnel detained a
man and his eight
companions as soon as
their aircraft landed and
handed them over to the
local Phoolpur police.

SHO Praveen Kumar
Singh sald the man had

attempted to open the
cockpit door during
the fRight.

“"He was arrested on
landing and handed over
1o us.

All nine persons, resi-
dents of Bengaluru, had
come to Varanasi for pll-
grimage.

They are being interro-
gated, and further action
will be taken based on find-
ings,"Singh added.
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The road ahead for India’s aviation ambitions

JAIDEEP
MIRCHANDANI

With rwo major cities set to ger
twin airports by the end of the
year, 2025 is slated to be a land-
mark year for India’s aviation
infrastructure. The Navi Mumbai
International Airport and the
Neida International Airport are
both expected to become opera-
tional, aligning with a global
pattern where large cities operate
multiple airports to handle rising
passenger numbers, higher
service frequency, and efficient
cargo movement. Similar exam-
ples include New York with |FK,
LaGuardia, and Newark; London
with Heathrow and Garwick; Paris
with Charles de Gaulle and Orly;
Tokyo with Narita and Haneda;
and Chicago with O'Hare and
Midway.

In India, this expansion is par-
ticularly significant. The
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Intermmational Airport in Mumbai is
already overburdened, handling
Imore passengers than its capac-
ity. Similarly, while the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
Delhi continues to expand, the
upcoming Noida International
Airport will play a key role in
edsing capacity constraints. What
makes this even more relevant is
the timing. The new airports are
opening just as demand is surging.

According to the Intermnational
Air Transport Association (IATA),
India now ranks as the world's
third-largest air transport marker
in terms of departing Origin-
Destination passenger traffic,
behind only the United States
and China. Nearly 174 million pas-
sengers flew to and within India
in 2024, representing about 4.2 per
cent of global air travel. At the
same time, as reported in the

news, Indian airlines placed
orders for 1,359 new aircraft
(divided between Airbus and
Boeing), over the last two years,
both to modemnise fleets and
meet the soaring demand.

Given this pace of growth and
agegressive fleet expansion,
upgrading airport infrastructure is
no longer optional. More airporis
directly translate to stronger con-
nectivity, which is why I see the
opening of Navi Mumbai and
Noida airports as both timely
and strategic. It also fits into the
Government's vision of adding 50
new airporis in the next five
years, linking 120 new destinations
within the next decade, and ulti-
mately building a network of 350
airports across the country.
Ambitious? Absolutely.
Achievable? Very much so. With
technological advancements
rapidly unfolding, we are on the
right track.

Additionally, one of the most
transformative steps is the
Protection of Interests in Aircraft
Objects Bill. Previously, India’s
legal and regulatory framework
limited access to intemational
financiers, as domestic laws were
unable to fully implement or
enforce the Cape Town
Convention, even though India
had signed it back in 2008.

Approved by both houses of
Parliament earlier this year, the Bill
is designed to finalise India's avi-
ation growth framework by grant-
ing the Convenrion precedence
over domestic legislation. It builds
on earlier steps, such as establish-
ing GIFT City as a hub for aircraft
finance. The global aviation com-
munity has widely welcomed it for
strengthening investor confidence
in India.

This reform carries particular
importance given the backdrop of
repeated airline insolvencies,
where the provisions of the
Convention could not be effective-

ly implemented due to the
ahsence of the Act, resulting in sig-
nificant losses far lessors.
Although a subsequent ruling
brought domestic law closer to
Convention standards, the Act is
still essential for comprehensive
compliance. By explicitly giving
Convention rights primacy, the
legislation has already improved
India's global standing, eamning it
@ positive compliance notice on
the AWG index.
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MRO
Aviation growth cannot be sus-
tained without a strong
Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO) segment. Right
now, only about 14 per cent of
total MRO spending by Indian
carriers is managed by domestic

- = a2
operators. High-value mainte-
nance and engine checks are still
routed to overseas facilities. That
is why developing a capable MRO
sector within the country is essen-
tial. In the MRO ecosystem, too,
there have been notable policy
measures. There is for instance,
the introduction of a uniform five
per cent Integrated Goods and
Services Tax (1G5T) on imports of
aircraft parts, components, tools,
and toolkits, subject to certain
conditions.

India's aviation market is also
offering opportunities for both
independent MRO providers and
OEMs. However, the challenge
lies in the fact that expanding into
advanced engine maintenance,
particularly for new-generation
aircraft, will demand heavy invest-

ments in infrastructure and skilled
manpower. This means building
more hangars, boosting local pro-
duction of spare parts, and
enhancing technical capabilities
to cut down dependence on
imports. To make it passible,
coordinated efforts are required
from the Government, the Civil
Aviation Ministry, airlines, MRO
providers, OEMs, private manufac-
turers, suppliers, and training
institutions.

The Govermment's call o global
OEMs to 'Design in India’ is ambi-
tious, but the country’s aerospace
manufacturing ecosystem still
has critical gaps. Supply chains
remain underdeveloped, and
large-scale production facilities
are yet to take shape. While major
aerospace players are expanding

operations, India continues to
rely heavily on imports for essen-
tial components. To achieve its
aviation hub aspirations by 2047,
India will need to build clusters of
aerospace excellence, comparable
to Toulouse in France, which
anchors Airbus operations, or
Dubai, which has established
itself as a global MRO hub.
CRITICALITY OF REGIONAL
ol

As far as the domestic sector is
concerned, expanding air connec-
tivity to more Tier-Il and Tier-lll
cities will be a key factor. In this
context, the Regional Connectivity
Scheme [RCS-UDAN) is expected to
play the most significant role.
Launched in 2016, UDAN has so far
operationalised 619 routes, cover-
ing 88 airports across the country.

In the past year alone, 102 new
routes were added, 20 of which
were in the Northeastern states.
Looking ahead, the Government
has set a target of adding 120 new
destinations over the next decade,
with a focus on remote, hilly,
and aspirational districts that cur-
rently lack air connectivity.

That said, challenges remain for
both airdines and policymakers.
Some regional airports under
UDAN struggle with low passen-
ger traffic due to limited aware-
ness, fewer flight options, or
simply because demand has not
matured enough to sustain oper-
ations. For airlines, especially
newer players in the domestic
market, operating on thin margins
makes it challenging to maintain
routes with low load factors, even
with subsidies. This is one reason
why some carriers have given up
UDAN routes, calling them com-
mercially unviable. To address
this, more thorough feasibility
assessments and a closer look at
demand-supply dynamics will be
crucial when allocating new
routes under the scheme.

To sum up, India's aviation
sECtor is entering a decisive phase
of growth. The focus now must be
on sustaining this momentum
and taking it to cruising altitude.
The Government has laid a strong
foundation, but the next decade
will decide whether India simply
expands its aviation footprint or
emerges as a truly global hub.
Industry leaders, together with
palicymakers, will need to align
safety, regulation, manufactur-
ing, and environmental responsi-
bility with the rapid build-out of
infrastructure. If this balance is
achieved, India will be trans-
formed by 2030, and within the
following decade, it could stand
shoulder to shoulder with the
world's leading aviation
POWETS.
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Passenger approaches cockpit entry area on Al Express

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

A passenger on board a
Varanasi-bound Air India
Express flight from
Bengaluru on September
22 approached the cockpit
entry area mid-air while
looking for the lavatory,
the airline said in a
Statement on Monday.
The matter has been
reported to the relevant

authorities, and an investi-
gation into the incident is
on.

“We are aware of reports
of an incident on one of our
flights to Varanasi, where a
passenger approached the
cockpit entry area while
looking for the lavatory.

We reaffirm that robust
safety and security proto-
cols are in place and were
not compromised,"Air India
Express said in a Statement,

The matter was reported
to the relevant authorities
on landing and is currently
under investigation, the
airline said.

In Varanasi, officials said
CISF personnel detained a
man and his eight
companions as soon as
their aircraft landed and
handed them over to the
local Phoolpur police.

SHO Praveen Kumar
Singh said the man had

attempted to open the
cockpit door during
the flight.

“He was arrested on
landing and handed over
to us.

All nine persons, resi-
dents of Bengaluru, had
come to Varanasi for pil-
grimage.

They are being interro-
gated, and further action
will be taken based on find-
ings,"Singh added.
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