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Bhubaneswar Airport capacity to increase to
80 lakh per year: Aviation Minister

TOG HETWORK

BEHUSAMESWAR

Union Minister ol Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Maidu conduocted a
Teview meelting on the de-
velopment and expansion
of Bhubaneswar Airport
on Friday. He said that ef-
lorts were guing on Lo de-
velop Bhubaneswar in the
civil aviation sector and to
incrense the capacity of the
Adrport to 80 Ialch per vear
in the next one month.
Ram Mohan Naidu said,
“T am very happy to be here
on the land of Lord Jagan-
nath. I have come here Lo
review the Bhubaneswar
airport. I have done a review
with officials of the Alrport
Authority of India. There
has been a lot of develop-
ment that has happened at

the Bhuhaneswar airport.
Today Bhubaneswar Air-
portis connected to 20 ¢t
ies and mternationally it is
connected with 4 citice. We
have heen malking efforts to
develop Bhubaneswarin the
civil avistion secior,"

He further said that the
WA government was
formed in Odisha and the
efforl was (o take the state
forward in the envil aviation
SR,

“T1 Terminal of Bhu-
baneswar Airport hasa ca-
pacity of 40 lakh people per
vear, In the mext one month
after security reorganisa-
tiom, we will take the capoe-
ity to &0 lakh per vear, We
will build anew lerminal. In
the next 2 years the capac-
ity womld increase, We will
place anew CAT I lighting
in the next one month, We
will build a new ‘T3 Termi-
nal,” he said.

The Mindster also planted
a tree under the 'Ek Ped Maa
K Maany campaign at Bl-
haneswarairport on Friday
The Link Building between
Terminal T1 and T2 at Biju
Patnaik International Adr-
portin Bhuhanewar marks
a significant milestone in
enhancing passenger con-
vemienoe and operational
efficiency.

This facility, spanning
3360 sqm, seamlessly con-
nects T1 and T2, allow-
ing passengers traveling
through the International
Terminal (T-2) to access
Passemrer Boarding Bridges
{PBE) available in the Do-
mestic Terminal (T-1), This
integration addresses the
needs of mlernational air-
lines and enhances the oyver-
all passenger Fxperience.
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MUMBAI

Airport will
be briefly
shut on Oct 17

Flight operations at
Mumbai Airport will be
closed from 1am ta 5pm
an October 17 for carrying
out post-monsoon
maintenance work on two
cross runways, Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL} said on Friday. A
notice to airmen has also
been issued six monthsin
advance inthis regard, it
said. It said that flight
schedules have been
coordinated well in
advance, in collaboration
with key stakeholders, to
ensure seamless
operations and smooth
execution of the post-
Monsoon runway
maintenance. . The
primary objective of this
planned closure is to carry
outessential repair and
maintenance activities as
perglobal standards.

5 OCTOBER 2024
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Ten flights cancelled at airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Ten flights were cancelled
at Chennai airport on Fri-
day for operational rea-
sons and the upcoming air-
show. The flight from
Bengaluru to Port Blair via
Chennai and Port Blair to

Bengaluru via Chennai was
cancelled, airport officials
said. “When the airline
says it is due to operational
reasons, then either the
aircraft has developed
some snag or the passen-
ger load is very low,” an of-
ficial said. On account of
the airshow being organ-

ised by the Indian Air
Force, the Chennai airport
had announced closure of
airspace and indicated
there will be flight disrup-
tions. The departure and
arrivals to Mumbai, Benga-
luru, Madurai, and Colom-
bo had to be cancelled due
to the airshow.
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Long queues, crowded counters at airports as
IndiGo hit by network-wide system glitch

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MWEW DELHLOCTOBER 5

VARIOUS INDIAN airports had
lang queves and Large crovds at
IndiGo check-in counters on
Saturday after the country's
larpest airline' s systems were hit
by a network-wide technical
glitch early afternoan, which led
to slower check-i ns and longer
walting times at airports. The
glitch, whichIndiGodescribed &
a"iEmporarny system siowdow,
alsa hit the camer's website and
ki system
Inapassengeradvisony issued
Satvire ay afternoon, the aidine ac-

knowledged the issue and as

sured passengers that it was
working to resobve the proldem at
theeartiest, while infforming that
ncreased wait times and longer
gueuss are tobe expected till the
problem is fullyresolved. Laerin
the evening, IndiGo announced

that its airport systems weme
working normally, although
achieving system-wide full nor-
malcy could take some fime."Our
Airport systems are up and min-
ning.and our airport services have
e out elTectively, However, we
kindlyask oryour understanding
as we work toresiore our ather
applicabons. While it may take a
hirthe time o acheeve full normaloy,
wie ook forwardto providing you
with a smooth experience soon,
Thank you for your understand-
ing and patience,” IndiGo said
The arline, however, did not
elaborate on the nature of the
technical gitch. The full extentof
the impact of the “system show-

down" on IndiGo's flight opera-
tions was also not clear. A few
Mights at some arports are kearnt
o have been delayed due to the
slower-then-tsual check-inoper-
ations, From eardySaturday after-
noon, a number of irate pasen
gers have been posting about
excessive crowds at IndiGa's
counters atarports, aswell asdif-
ficulties in booking flight tickets
withthe aidine

IndliGa is Indsia’s larzest airline
with a domestic market share—
by passengers femed —of over 60
per cent, andany major dismuption
in the airline's operations can
bring Indias entire ¢ ivil aviation
nepwark tois knees,
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System Fault: 40 IndiGo

Flights Delayed At IGI

Passengers Struggled To Book Tickets Online

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A system slow-
down across IndiGo’s network
led toover40flight delaysat Del-
hi Airport on Saturday, For ne-
arly three hours, IndiGo staff
had to manually handle opera-
tions such as check-insand bag-
gage handling, causinglongqu-
eues at the counters.

According to officials, the
slowdown impacted IndiGo’s
check-in and baggage drop ser-
vices at IGI airport from 12.15
pm to 3.30 pm. Although servi-
ces resumed at 3.30 pm, the de-
lay had arippleeffect. Asperthe
live tracker on Delhi airport’s
website, over 40 IndiGo flights
remained delayed until Satur-
day evening. Passengers voiced
thelr frustration, with many re-
porting long waits and difficul-
ties booking tickets online. One
passenger wroteon X, “Notable

to book tickets from app or web-
site. [tisurgent.”

Paritosh, a passenger tra-
veling from Delhi to Ranchi,
shared on X that upon lan-
ding in Ranchi, they were in-
formed their baggage was
still in Delhi. “It happened
with 10 passengers, and they
are making us wait at arri-
vals,” he posted.

Another user, Devesh, asked
on social media when the depar-
ture of the Lucknow to Delhi
flight was scheduled, noting
that passengers had been sitting
inside the aircraft for an hour:

An airport official mentio-
ned that passengers with only
hand luggage were not affected
by the delays at the counters.

IndiGo posted on X Saturday
afternoon, “Weare currently ex-
periencing a temporary system
slowdown across our network,
affecting our website and boo-

King system. As a result, custo-
mers may face increased wait ti-
mes, including slower check-ins
and longer queues at the air-
port. Our airport team is avai-
lable and fully dedicated to assi-
sting everyone and ensuring a
smooth journey. Be assured, we
areworkingdiligently to restore
stability and normalcy as quick-
ly as possible. We regret the in-
convenience caused and appre-
ciate your understanding and
patience during this time.”

Later in the evening, Indi-
Go updated, “Our airport sy-
stems are up and running, and
our airportservices have eased
out effectively However, we
kindly ask for your understan-
ding as we work to restore our
other applications. While it
may takealittle time toachieve
full normalcy, we look forward
to providing you with a smooth
experience soon.”
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BANGALORE

KIA crossfield taxiway, T2

expansion get green nod

Nithya.Mandyam

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru; Bengalurun In-
ternational Airport Limited
on Sept 26 obtained environ
mental clearance for the se
cond stage of expansion at
Kempegowda International
Airport, which includes
construction of an elevated
Western Crossfield Taxiway
BIAL has already issued an
expression of interest for
construction of the taxiway

According to the Eol, the
airport currently operates
two runways — 09L/2TR
(north) and 09R/27L (south).
The Western Crossfield Taxi-
way aims to connect these
runways to improve opera-
tional efficiency and reduce
taxi times for certain air-
craft, which will ultimately
reduce fuel consumption.
The project is scheduled for
operation by 2026,

The scope of work for the
project includes design and
construction of structural

File phato

GETTING UPGRADED

infrastructure to support
taxiing of a variety of air-
craft, including wide-body
jets such as A380, B777 and
B747-8. The new structures
will span critical infrastruc-
ture like terminal boule-
vard, Metro line, cargo ro-
ads, and south access roads.

A BIAL spokespersaon sa-
id: "Thisclearance was recei-
ved as partof the initial mas-
ter plan for expanzion of T2
and other associated airside
and landside facilities.”

5 OCTOBER 2024
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W Airlines hit by system outage

Flyers fume over
long queues, slow
IndiGo check-ins

wrm agency Inputs
NEW DELHI/MUMBAL,
OCT. &

InciGo on Saturday faced
system owtages, disrup-
ing the airline's opera-
tioas fon more (han seven
hours, leading to long
quenes at arpors and
flight delays, leav ing pas-
sergers stranded across
the courtry. onhing book
ing and check-lns too
wore  affected due to
glitches in the arlings
system  that started
around noon. By evening,
the airline sald s alrport
SVslems wele up and ran-
nirg and lis alrport ser-
vices had easad out effec-
tively even as it was
working to restore ils
other appllcations.

The systems of the
countrvs largest airline,
which operates more
than 2000 flights daily.
started facing slowdowns
arcund noon. Thoasands
of IndiGo passzngers
across airports had to
walt for long at check-in
counters for their flights
on Saturday due togliteh-
€5 N the alrline's systen.

Airports sources said

THE AIRLINE said its
dgirport systems were up
and running and its air-
port services had eased
out effectively even as it
was working to restore
its otrer applications

the system glitch impact-
ed various services of the
airline, inclunding online
ticket bookings, the web
and counter checking-in
process, the Bsuance of
toarding passes, and thoe
tropping of bazeage at
alrport counters.

In a travel advisory
rosted on X, IndlGo said,
"We are currently exper i-
encing a temporary svs-
tem slowdown across our
netwark. affecting our
website and booking sys-
tem. As a resalt, cus-
fomers may face
inereased wait  times,
including slower check-
ins ard lopser cuenes at
the alrport, Our alrport
team is available and
fally dedicaied 1o assist-
ing evervone ard ensur-
ing a smoath Journey...”

There were serpenting
quenes of IndiGo passen-
EEIs a4t various alrpcris.
B Tum to Page 4

NEW DELHI

6 OCTOBER 2024

IndiGo flyers fume over

long wait, slow check-ins

B Cortinued From Pege 1

Stranded passengers posted pictures of
cthaos at the airport on social media plat-
forms. Some even ¢laimed they missed their
flights.

“Technical glitch at IndiGo. Airport looks
like a railway station,” posted one irate pas-
senger:,

Later in the evening, in another post on X,
IndiGo said, "Our airport systems areup and
running. and our alrport services have eased
ont effectively. However, we Kindly ask for
vour anderstanding as weé wWork to restore
our other applications.”
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SpicelJet officials

booked for not
giving staffs’ PF

New Delhi, Oct. 5: The eco-
nomic offences wing
(EOW) of the Delhl police
has Mled an FIR against
the manaping director and
four other officlals of
SpiceJet for allegedly noi
crediting he daducted 12
per cent of employees'
ghara In thelr provident
fund (PF) account, officials
said on Samrday

The uncredited amount
is tothe tune of 65 crore,
it added.

The FIR undsr Section
409 (criminal breach of
trust by public servant, or
by banker, merchant or
agent) and 1206 (criminal
conspiracy) of IPC has
been registered on the

compla int of the
Emplovees' Provident
Fund Urzanisation

(EPPFO) on September 16
and a probe wason, an offi-
cer of the EOW sald,
Spicadat's spokesperson
in a statement, however,
said. “The case was filed
before the company raised
fresh funds through the

qualified [nst ftnt lonal
placement (RIP). Since
then, the airdine has

cleared all peading salary
and GST diues and mace
significant progress Ly
depositing ten monihs of
PFaues.

“The process of clearing
the romaining duoes [
ongoing. Additionally, we
have successtially reached
sotlemeats with multiple
lessors. Spicalet remains
fully alignec with the
financial and operational
strategy outlined in the
QIP” it said,

The company employs
fncre than 10,000 peope
and had deducted 12 per
cent of smployess” shares,
it said.

The FIR stated that at
least 12 per cent of employ-
e’ share of PF dues is
parable 1o EPFO under
Section & of the EPF and
MP Act, 1952, to be remlt-
ted in the respective PF
accounts of emplo-
vees /pension fund main-
liI|I'IHIH?}'1T][‘ EPFO.— PTT
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Delhi Police EOW Files Case Against
SpiceJet MD, Others over PF Dues

Agency's move follows
complaint by EPFO for
airline’s failure to

remit over 65.7 crore

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Delhi Police last
month filed a case against Spleadet’s
managing dirsctor Ajay Singh and
other senior executives for alleged
cheating and criminal conspiracy re-
lated to provident fund (PF) dues, follo-
wing a complaint by the Emplovees’
Provident Fund Organisation which
said that the airline failed toremitabo-
ut 35,7 crore in PF eontributions.
The FIR. lodged on September 16, na-
med individuals, including Ajay
Singh, Shiwani Singh (director),

Anurag Bhargava (ndependent di-
rector), Ajay Chhotelal Apgarwal
and Manoj Kumar:

Arcording to the FIR, Spicedet emp-
lovs more than 10,000 workers and de-
ducted 124% of employees' salaries for
PF from June 2022 to July A4, Howe-
ver, the deducted amount was not ore
dited to the emplovees’ PF accounts
within the mandatory 15day period.
“This s in violation of the EPF sche-
e 1962, it said.

&
o
T
)
=
-

Ajay Singh

A SpiceJet spokesperson, however,
clarified that the case was filed belo-
rethe airline raised £3,000 crore via
EIP and that it has since then clea

red all pending sa-

= lary and goods and
The case was services taxdues,
filedbeforethe  The airline has
airline raised made significant
73.000cr via progress by depo-
QiPandthatit  siting ten months
hassincethen  Of PFdues, thespo
cheared all kesperson said.
pending salary “The process of cle-
and G5T dues, aring the remaining
said SpiceJet dues Is onpoing, Ad

ditionally we have
successiully reached settlements with
miltiple lessors. Splcedet remalns ful-
1w aligned with the financial and ope-
rational strategy outlined in the GIB"
the spokesperson added.

The FIR said that the employer acts
as a trustes for employees” PF contri
buithens and is required to remit them
tothe EPFO on time
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Technical Glitch
Disrupts IndiGo
Flight Services

FILE PHOTO

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Thousands of pas-
sengers travelling on IndiGo on
Saturday faced flight disruptions
as the budget airline battled a
glitch in itsreservation and check-
insystem, slowing down its websi-
te and ticket booking system.

“We are currently experiencing
a temporary system slowdown
acrossournetwork, affectingour
websiteand bookingsystem. Asa
result, customers may face incre-
ased wait times, including slo-
wer check-ins and longer queues
at the airport,” IndiGo said in an
advisory. Passengers said they
experienced heavy rush at Indi-
(Go counters at airports and the
airline was issuing handwritten
boarding passes.

IndiGo is India’s largest airline
flying six out of 10 domestic pas-
sengers. It operates more than
2,000 flights per day.

The airline sought to assure pas-
sengers that its airport personnel
areavailable to assist travellers fa-
cingissues.

“Be assured, we are working dili-
gently to restore stability and nor-
malcy as quickly as possible. We
regret the inconvenience caused
and appreciate your understan-
ding and patience during this ti-
me,” the airline said.

In July, IndiGo faced a technical
disruption due to the global out-
age of Microsoft systems which
forced the cancellation of over
1,000 flights.
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CHAQOS AT AIRPORTS

IndiGo tech outage
n lurch

leaves flyers i

® Partial operations
restored by evening,
claims the airline

FE BUREAU
Hew Delhi, October 5

A SYSTEM OUTAGE at the country's
largest carder IndiGo on Saturday
afternoon left a large number of
pPasseTgers mia ||.||:_'i'|I a 'LII‘II'}I' W
unable to book tickets or board
flights. The situation led to long
gueues at various airports across
the country, with passengers
expressimg  thelr frustration
through socixl medis posts,

Mumerois affected travellers
even called on the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
tointervene.

i a tweet, Ind i Go stated, "Weare
Current I}'l‘x I,I"'I IEnCH E ALef |.|.| WHEAT 'p
system slowdown across our net
work, affecting our website and
booking system. As a result, cus-
tomiers may face increased wait
times, including slower check-ing

% o L
8, .r]:l‘-'
s A W

NEW DELHI

Long gueves and delays were reported at check-in counters
following a system slowdown across IndiGo's network an
Saturday (above) a scene from Bengalury airport

and longerqueves at the airport”
Later in the evening at &6 pm, the
airline m a postwrote, "Our airport
systems are up and running, and
our a lrpaort servic o have sased oul

SHEDE T
effectively, However, we kindly ask
foryour understanding as we work
to s tore ourotherapplications.”

Continued on Page 2

6 OCTOBER 2024

IndiGo tech
outage leaves
flyers in lurch

“While it may take a [ittle
time to achieve full normalcy,
we look forward to providing
youwith a smooth experience
spon. Thank yom for yoor
understanding and patience,”
the airline added. Dharing the
day several jpassengers
expressed theirfrustration on
1.71 hour long queus for bag
gage drop-in, after boarding,
flighits yet to take off with no
defimite respanse from in
fight staff  &EF199._ some
one should tell us when it will
take off. Paszengers deserve to
know why there wasn't a con
timgency plan for swch an out
age, " WIDEE a PassEnger.

Another IndiGo flyer, who
had booked a last-minute
Aight, also expressed hix frus
tration about being stuck at
the airport. “Booked a kst
minute fight because | des
perately needed to get home
ASAF--omly for the servers to
crash and the flight to he
delayed. S0 now, instead of
mooming through the skies,
I'm stuck in an airport purga
tory where the onfy thing fly
ing is my patience_ aut the
window,” the person posted.
e passenger commented,
*Received a message thai my
Bight got cancelled, but there’s
no mformation on the app,
and even customer cane does
o't kvow anything ? Whyt™

Another wrote, *Very poor
service. | will never book an
Inditeo flight againine wser
asked,"Wot able tobook tickets
through the app or wehsize.
Any ETA fora resolution?™

A frustrated flyer posted,
*fandiGoAE it's good to imves
in mew aircraft, bat how about
impraving ground services?
This is the srene at Indigo
counters at Bangalore T1 for
the kst hour. Additional coun
ters are required. [t's disturh

mg to see elderdy people
suffering. @G CAInd
please notice”
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FIR against SpiceJet officials for not crediting staff’s PF share

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Heow Delhi, October 5

THE ECOMOMIC OFFEMCES
Wing (EOW] of Delhi Folice has
filedan FIRagainst themanag-
ingdirectorand fourot hersoffi-
cialsofSpicelet foralleped ynot
crediting the deducted 12% of
employees' share in their Provi
dent Fund(PFjaccount, officials
said on Saturday:

The winerad e amount 13 o
thetune of ¥65 crore, theyadded.

The FIR under Section 409

{L'r I||:|.n.||||ra,1.1i'!1||l-1n.|.\1 |..i_|.- L] ili-
lic servant, or by banker,mer
chantoragent) and 1 208 fciim
inal cnspiracy) of [PC has been
registered on the complaintof
the Employees PFroviden t Fund
Organisation (EPFO) on Sep-
tember 1 6and the probewas on
on,an officerof the EOW said.
Spicelet’s spokespersonin
a statement, however said,
"The case was filed before the
COm pany r.1h.r|:| f:rn]'l I-1|r|.|,|-\
through the Qualified Insti
tutional Placement (QIP).

Sinee then, the alrline hat
cleared all pending salaryand
G5T does and made sipnifi
cant progress by depositing
ten months of PF dues,

"The process of clearing the
remalning dues is |r||.g|,|i.|ig.
Additionally, we have success
fully rmachod settlements with
multiple lessors.  Spicefet
remains fully aligned with the
financial and operational stmt-
egy ot lerved b thie ul'l",'| it waid.

According to the FIR,acopy
of which was accessed by FTI,

"Managing director Ajay Singh
and irector Shiwani S'lrlgh,
Independent Director Anurag
Bhargava and two other offi

chals Ajay Chhotelal Aggarwal
and .'q.'l._tru::li Kuifiar are respan -
sible perons for theconduct of
the business of the establish

ment as perf Rt '\hlp Decla-
ration Form 5A submitted to
EPFO? The comp amy employs
more than 10,000 people and
had deducted 12% of em ploy
was' share in lew of the Provi-
dent Fund dues from their
salaries (PFwages) during june
2022 tofuahy 2024, to beremit
ted by August 15, 20 24, it said.
The FIR stated that at least
128 emplovees'share of PFducs
i.hpq:.r.j.:lk- o EPEO ird er Sectinii
tof the EPF and MPAct, 1952 o
be remitted inthe respective PF

accoiiils of & |11|:i.|::l_!.-|,-|,ﬁ.'tn,~11._hi.:l:|
fund maintained by the EFFO.

The contribution of emmploy
cesamountsto $65, 70,62 540
between June 2022 and July
2024 which hasnot nemitted for
crediting in the accounts of the
emploveesas Penesson Fundeon
mbutionwathin the mandatory
15 days of close of every month
for the period of [une 2024 to
July 2024 and is inviolation of
eqjuiremientof paga 38{1 }JofEPF
scheme 195 2 by the aforesaid
pemon s, reads the FIR.
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RISHI RAJ

HAT INDIGO IS a sucoess story
in the country’s aviation his
tory i wel | known by now The
airline recently celebrated s
181l annlverear W, where it
announoed plans to intmoduce business
chas in its flights. A and when thishap-
pens, itwall add anew rh.:plrr i the air
line’s history. In that sense, the time is
right to tell the story behind the rise of the
carrier and how its future trajectory is
|14:l-u'|:|.|||L|rn.1|u.|:'['.1:r|.|:||..‘|h|.|kIn":.'u_]'fﬁxh
Tiee Untoldd Story af indiGo,isan exercisein
this direction, and it doesnot disappolnt.

In somewaysit would not bewmng to
compare the succe ssful partnership of
Rahul Bhatia and Rakesh Gangwal in
steering IndiGo with the Bollywood
writer team of Salim -Javed. Both rede-
fined the sectors they operated in. The
shmilarities do not end here—both the
partnerships broke. While Salim- pved's
posi-break-up tmjectory is now part of
hi story, the storyol Incditio postt hebmeak
upof Bhatia and Gangwal will perhaps
ne=d another book Shukla'’s book ends at
this point, raising several isswes and ques
tions with regard to IndiGo's futune pour-
ney,which only ime @n answer.

There are some more simdlaritles
between the journeys of Salim-laved and
Bhatia- Gangwal. The break-upof the for-
mer happened around atimein the cardy
1950s, when the genre of angry voung
man they had created was on the wane
anda new kind of cinemawas emerging.
Ohservers maintain that the dua's part-
nemship had mnits course and they had
peaked, sothe break-up was lmminent.

In somewaysthe samehalds truewith
regard tothe break-up between Bhatia
and Gangwal. Around a time when fis
sures emerged between the two In 2018,
IndiGo had reached its peak. IndiGo still is
the largest carrler In India with a market
share of Fttle over 600, but Air Indiais
emerging as a challenger. With the
talkeover bythe Tatal 'rl.'r.l.l?ﬂl'l.l'l theair ine
megging the four c@rriers which are part
oftheTata [irl:.qr_afl.l[[a.r'r'nrr carrieramd

a low-cost carrier will take shape, [t will

The sky is indigo

An interesting
narration of the
story of India’s
largest airline

emerge as a formidable
challenger, and IndiGo
TAmping its aircmft with
fresh crders and adding
abusinessclass isseen
as efforts to successfully
meet any such challenge. How IndiGo
mects this challenge and whetheritcon
tinues to maintain the dominance of
Indian skaes, isa subject of anewbookas
the story is still to unfiold, but Shukla has
touched upon these r|'|.1||rng|.-5

However, these are Issues of the
future. When the book excels and enter-
taine is in telling the story of the past
The orgins are interesting as neither S 1
hatia nor Gangwal bad planned
IndiGo. Lts birth was quite aceidental
London-based businessman Bhupendm
Kansagra was trylng to revive 5K Modl's
defunct airline, Modiluft. The journey
mowed ina mannerthatitwas leading to
the hirth of Spicefet with its current
CMDAjaySingh alsoonboard. Kansagra
tried to get in bouch with everyln dian
businessmanwho had interest in avia
than in this regard. The meeting with
Bhatia, whowasinto tmveland ticketing
business, abso took place In this context,
and at one point Spicejet seemed close
o launch with Bhatla on board. How-
ever, he later changed his mind and
decided tolaundh his own aidineinpart-
nershipwith Ein%w.ﬂ.

The most interesting dapters in the
book melate to the aircraft deal Gangwal
nepotiated with Alkbus and the one

which profiles him. This alse changed the
fortunies of the aircraft maker in India,
whene |t was eadjer languishing In com-
parisonto Boeing. Gangwal ssharpncgo
tiations on pricing make for very inter-
esting reading as the gains IndiGo made
oncontract with Airbus and the engine
maken not only helped it i plaving the
volimegameinthe market later,but also
in not losing money when engine trow-
blesled to groundingof some plancs

Gangwal comes Aoss As A person
with spartan interests but a shamp mind
quite focused on numbers. He has the
ability to tire out the other party while
negotating on the prceand deliverables,
brut the proposition whidh he puts for-
ward—IndiGo started negotlating for
100 aircraft—is so attractive that the
vendor @nnot dismiss him.

Sky High: The Untold
Story of IndiGo
Tarur Shukla
HarperColins

P 2709 Faol
p 272, 2678

Bhatia and his father Hﬁpll Bhatia's
business tmjectory s also well depicted,
as e h s ot knowmn about them, Bha
tia, much ke Gangwal, comes across as
aspartan personality, though lesser in
degree, and perhaps this explains how
the bwio flew [ndiGo to great heights 1t s
tue ta this background that when news
about problems between the two
= r-rgrﬂ.nlum'rrswl-rr quite shocked,

Just as the real reasons behind the
parting of Salim-javed is still not
nown, 5o is thecase with Bhatla-Gang
wal's break-up Shukla did speak with
bothofthemon thishutwasnotable to
get much, so he has trled to put
togetherwhat they and others had to
say with the developments of the thme.
Ta put it ::mpl}r, the airline it.wirlg
peaked, It was the ksneof contrel that
became a sore point, While Gangwal
raised issues of related party transac

tons—IndiGo crew stayed at Bha-
™, tia's [InterGlobe-associated
hotels, were trainad at his
simulator centre, and
IndiGo's office operated
from his property— Bhatia felt
that Gangwal was removing his peaple
from krg.q:uxil:iq:-n.h and replacing them
with his own, thereby trying to gain
contral of the aldine. This seript does
not seem totaly sound because Gang:
wal must have known all along about
related party deals, so why did it take
himyso leng toralse it? Further, theway
the responsibilities were divided
be tween the two, why should the issue
of control emergeat sucha late stage?

Whatever be the truth, the two cime
toanagreement that Gangwalwo |.||.|.|:.|:1.-.|:-
downand sell off his entire stake by 2025,
aprocess already stated by him through
alk deals on the stock exchanges.

The next leg of IndiGo’s gt woulkl
be piloted by Bhatia alooe and how
he traverses this journey would be
keenlywatched,

Shuldas work makes for interesting
rwu'linﬁ as, apart from the story of
IndiGa, it also namates the behind-the-
scene story of lobbying and decision-

maldng in the wodd of dvil aviation.
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Muscat-bound
Air India flight
aborts take-oft
in Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

An Air India Express flight
bound for Muscat aborted
take-off at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram International
Airport in Kerala after
smoke was detected in the
aircraft on Friday.

Airport sources said the
IX-549 aircraft of the Air
India Express was called
back after the pilot of the
aircraft noticed smoke in
the aircraft at the time of
taxiing for take-off around
10.30 a.m.

It was immediately ta-
ken to an isolated parking
bay and all the 142 passen-
gers and crew were safely
deplaned and brought
back to terminal building.

An alternative flight ar-
ranged by the airline de-
parted with the passen-
gers for Muscat at 5.43
p.m.
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IndiGo passengers
face long queues
after IT system glitch

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

IndiGo passengers across
airports faced long queues
at check-in counters on Sa-
turday after the airline was
hit by an IT system failure
for nearly six hours that al-
so led to hundreds of
flights getting delayed and
a few cancellations. Pas-
sengers were unable to car-
ry out flight bookings, do
web check-in or modify
their booking, and had to
be issued handwritten
boarding passes at the
airport.

“We are currently expe-
riencing a temporary sys-
tem slowdown across our
network, affecting our
website and booking sys-
tem. As a result, customers
may face increased wait
times, including slower
check-ins and longer
queues at the airport,” In-
diGo said in a press
statement.

Passengers from air-
ports in Bengaluru, Kochi,
Male and other places took
to social media to recount
their ordeal. “I am travell-
ing from Delhi To Pune
Flight Number 6E 2132. I
was informed during
check-in my luggage that

IndiGo .

The airline’s airport systems
were up by 6 p.m.. but others
still face issues. FILE PHOTO

server is down and all
flights are delayed. Now, I
have missed my Flight,”
said Sahil Sayeed on X.

The flight tracking web-
site flightradar24 said that
between 10 a.m. and 8
p.m., over 60 departures
from Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport were
delayed by over 30 mi-
nutes, nearly 55 from
Mumbai, 37 from Kolkata
and 77 from Bengaluru.

Around 6 p.m., the air-
line issued a statement up-
dating that its airport sys-
tems had resumed, though
other applications conti-
nued to face some issues.

However, flight delays
continued because of the
cascading impact on flight
operations from delays ear-
lier in the day.

6 OCTOBER 2024
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Passengers left stranded after
IndiGo suffers massive outage

Neha LM Tripathi and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A system-wide out-
age at IndiGo, India’s largest air-
line, snarled operations across
the country on Saturday,
stranding thousands of passen-
gers and causing hours-long
delays with many major air-
ports saddled with long queues.
The technical glitch started at
12.30pm and affected everything
from online bookings to check-
ins at airports nationwide. The

company first acknowledged
the glitch at 1.44pm, citing a
“temporary system slowdown
across our network”.

The slowdown unfolded in
crowds of people having to wait

at busy metropolitan airports of

Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai and
Chennai, and in a flood of out-
rage on social media. According
to flight tracking website Flight
Aware, IndiGo accounted for
the most number of flights
delayed globally — 889 of close
t0 9,900 running behind sched-
ule on Saturday. ->Pg
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Disruptions included |l1(|IGD 5
airport network and its
booking service.
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IndiGo glitch leaves many
stranded across country

Neha LM Tripathi and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : A system-wide
outage at IndiGo, India’s largest
airline, snarled operations
across the country on Saturday,
stranding thousands of passen-
gers and causing hours-long
delays with many major air-
ports saddled with long queues.

The technical glitch started
at 12:30pm and affected every-
thing from online bookings to
check-ins at airports nation-
wide. The company first
acknowledged the glitch at
l:44pm, citing a “temporary
system slowdown across our
network™.

At 6:02pm, it reported that
part of the network that han-
dled airport operations was
restored and added that “it may
take alittle time” to achieve full
normalcy.

The carrier operates close to
2,000 flights on average and
holds an estimated 60% market
share in India's domestic air-
line sector. According to flight
tracking website Flight Aware,
IndiGo accounted for the most
number of flights delayed glo-
bally — 889 of close to 9,900
running behind schedule on
Saturday.

The slowdown unfolded in
crowds of people having to wait
at busy metropolitan airports

i

Lo

The carrier operates close to 2,000 flights on average and holds an
estimated 60% market share in India’s domestic airline sector. HT

of Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai
and Chennai, and in a flood of
outrage on social media.

An official at the Delhi Air-
port, who asked not to be
named, said during the full out-
age, check-ins had to be done
manually for people - espe-
cially those who had to drop off
baggage. “For those with
check-in baggage and requiring
a check-in at the counter, the
process was delayed as each
check-in had to be done manu-
ally,” said this person.

The company also acknowl-
edged to customers on social
media that its booking and web
check-in services were down
and the disruption continued at
least till 9:45pm. "We are expe-
riencing a temporary system
slowdown impacting our web-

site and booking services.
Please try again after a short
while, as we are working dili-
gently to restore stability,” its X
account replied to a post in
which a person said they had
been unable to book ticket with
the carrier since morning.

An IndiGo representative did
not respond to requests for
comments on what caused the
disruption and whether this
was a network glitch or an
intrusion.

Saturday’s disruptions were
second only to the chaos that
unfolded when a global Micro-
soft Windows outage on July 19
took down services worldwide.
Then, IndiGo was the hardest
hit and cancelled around 200
flights.

On Saturday, the company

did not respond to requests for
data on how many it cancelled.

The situation was likely
exacerbated with festival sea-
son travel with Dussehra due to
be celebrated next week.

Officials at airports said dis-
ruptions were in all services:
website and online booking,
web and counter check-in proc-
esses, issuance of boarding
passes, baggage drop and flight
operations and scheduling.

“Booked a last-minute flight
coz I desperately needed to get
home ASAP—only for the serv-
ers to crash and the flight to get
delayed. So now, instead of
zooming through the skies, I'm
stuck in an airport purgatory
where the only thing flying is
my patience... out the win-
dow.#indigo,” said one user on
X who tagged the airline.

Another flyer compared
crowds at the airport to the
scene at “railway station” dur-
ing festive rush.

In its most recent quarterly
results, for the three-month
period ending in June, the com-
pany reported its first fall in
profits in two years, hurt by
higher operating costs that
overshadowed largely
unchanged fares.

The carrier, however, has
been among the most profita-
ble in a stressed sector. In the
June quarter, it made a profit of
$326 million.
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How Israel-Iran conflict
is forcing Indian airlines
to redraw flight paths

SUKALPSHARMA
MNEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5

THE RECENT escalation in the
conflictin West Asia has forced
numerous international airlines
to redraw flight pathsina bid to
steerclear of the airspace of coun-
trieslikeIranand lraq. Indiancar-
rers—Air India, Vistara, IndiGo—
are among the airlines that have
changed tack and opted for longer
flight paths for their flights to
Europe and surtounding parts of
Asia, shows The ndian Express's
analysis ofrecent changes inflight
paths.

The new flight paths, which
are longerthan the ones thatwent
through the Iranian airspace, are
bound totranslate into higher fuel
burn—and consequently higher
operating costs—for airlines. As a
result, industry watchers feel that
international airfares could rise
further, if the West Asian conflict
rages on. For the analysis, the
paths taken by flights operated on
October 3 were compared with
those of the same fMlights operated
10days earlier—September 23.
Tensions in'West Asia have been
escalating rapidly over the past
coupleof weeks. Themost recent
development—Iran's large-scale
miissile attack on Israel on October
2—marked the latest flashpointin
the ongoing regional conflict

To be sure, the initial airspace
restrictions that were imposed by
various countries in the region fol-
lowing Tuesday's missile attack
werelifted soon after.

Mostglobal airlines, however,
are evidently still loathto use the
airspace. Latestflighttrackingdata
shows that while some airdines—
mainly Middle-Eastem carriers —
have started using thelranian air-
space again, most are still trying
to avoid it. All Europe and UK-
bound flights of Air India and
Vistaraare now flying over Central
Asian countries like Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan,

COMPARISON OF FLIGHT PATHS

Paris

FRARCE™

. Tf:tgnbul

N AL TURKEY

Route on =— October 3 —September 23

Vistara flight UK 21 (Delhi-Paris)

Delhi
INDIA

Indigo flight 6E 11 (Delhi-Istanbul)

Delhi
INDIA

while avoiding the Iranian air-
space altogether, shows flight path
data from
Rightradar24. Earlier, a
large number of these
flights were transiting
the Iranian airspace on
their way toEurope and
theUK,andonly afew—
Air India’s Delhi-London
Heathrow flights being a casein
point—were taking a path that did
not overfly Iran at all.

Although IndiGo does notop-
erate any flights to Europe or the
UK, the camier’s flights tolstanbul

EXPLAINED

in Turkey have been impacted.
Instead of flyingover Iran, IndiGo's
Delhi-Istanbul flight is
now forced to take a
longer and circuitous
route over Central Asia,
the Caspian Sea, and the
® | Caucasusregion, before
entering the Turkish air-

space.

In the September 23 flight
path forthis flight—6E 11—the air-
craft followed a straightforward
route—entering Pakistani air-
space, followed by Iranian air-
space, before entering Turkey,



WO A9 uifssor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD

NEW DELHI

50CTOBER 2024

FIR against SpiceJet MD, others over PF dues

UJWAL JALAL! & SHEKHAR SINGH
e w Dt

THE Economic Offence Wing of the Del
hi Police has registersd a case of cheat
ing and eriminal conspiracy agalnst
Spice Jet's managing director Ajay
Singh and some other top officers of the
aviation company for falling to remitits
share of Provident Fumd of more than
¥65 crore.

Apart from MD Ajay Singh, the FIR
which was lodged on the complaint of
Emplovees’ Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) mentions five people as ac-
cused. They include Shiwani Singh (di
rector), Anurag Bhargava (I ndependent
director), ARy Chhotelal Aggarwal and
Manoj Kumiar

As per the FIR, all the six people, who
have been rofor red to asemplover by the
complainant, had deducted 12% of em
plovess’ share in lieo of provident fund
dues from their salaries between June,
22 apw] Avguast 2004

The 12% emplovess' share of PFdues
is pavable to EPFO under section 6 of
the EPF and MP Act to be remitted in the
respect ve PF accounts of emplovees
fund maintained by EPFO, which isa
statutory authority

The Splcedet, which emplovs around
10,000 people, deducted T65,70, 62 540
from their account as provident fund in

the past two years.

However, as per the complainant, the
amount deducted was not remitted for
crediting in the accounts of the employ
ee5 as PF contribution within the man-
datory 15 davs of cloge of svery month
between June, 2022 and August 2024,

[t was in violation of the EPF scheme.
“The establishment’s representative ad-
mitted to have made the said deduction
in respect of the employees during qua-
gijudicial procesdings before a compe-
tent assessing officer,” the complainant
stated followlng which & case was
registered

Meanwhile a senlor Spleejet official
told this newspaper that the company
has cleared all pending salary and GST
dues as well as deposited ten months”

What complainant said

“The establishment's

representa tive admitted to have
made the said deductionin
respect of the employees duning
quasi-judicial proceedings
before a competent assessing
afficer,” the complainant stated
Meanwhiie. a senior Splcelet
official sald the company has
cleared all pending salary and
G5T dues as well as deposited 10
manths' dues of PF

dues of provident fund. "Within the
first week of raising fresh funds of
about 23,000 crore through the Guali fied
Institutional Placement (QIP), the air
line has cleared all pending salary and
GST dues and has made significant
progress by depositing ten months of
PF dues, and the process of clearing
other outstanding dues is ongoing, " the
airline official said.

Among other efforts, the airdine has
reached sottlement with various aireraft
lessors. “We remain on track with the
Mnancial and operational plan outlined
in our QIFP strategy,” said the alrline
spokesperson. Spleadel has been Cacing
multiple headwinds, including financial
problems and legal woes. It is also oper
afing with a reduced feet.
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Are you ready for pilotless flights?

IS0k _ L _

he world's first fully Al-operat
- id passenger plane concept has

The a o 'n' " is desianed to r hl‘.ﬁ.‘ll. J'l.‘l'l'.‘:l!.l?l.'] by an 'tll."t'{l‘.'ij]H[ZL'

inaki Fly giant during an event in Orlando,
be fully autonomous, eliminating the Flocida According e
{ foe a traditional cockpit orida. According to news reports,

: the plan for this aireraft will feature a

cabln divided into three distinet
rones, one of which will include a
dedicated lounge area. Further pas
sengers will be given the unigue op
portunity to sit in the cockpit, The
plane will also have touch-screen win-
dows, enhancing the futuristic feel of
the design.

Speaking to AertoTime, Embraer
explained, “The concept presented
was a fully antonomous aircraft
that will eliminate the need for a
cockpit and enable new cahin con-
fipurations, such as a forward
lounge,” Apencies

—_——
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IndiGo system outage
leads to chaos at airports
across India, delays flights

New Delhi/Mumbai: The-
re was chaos at airports in In-
dia on Saturday, a peak festive
rush weekend, with India's
biggest domestic airline, In-
diGo, which flies almost three
lakh passengersdaily, witnes-
sing a network-wide system
outage that led to long waits
for check-in and baggage
drop and boarding passes be-
Ing issued manually.

» PF dues: EOW files case
against Spicelet MD, P2

Emirates bans
pagers on flights

l ‘mirates has banned page-
.rs and walkie talkies in
passenger bags. The move is
a fallout of last month’s at-
tacks on Lebanese group He-
zbollah involving communi-
cation devices that explod-
ed. Emirates carries the ma-
ximum number of passen-
gers toand from India.P12

Passengers posted pictu-
res on social media of long qu-
eues and handwritten boar-
dingpassesbeingissuedat pla-
ces like Bengaluru and Delhi.
While at 6 pm the airline said

the issue had been resolved,
the backlog will take several
hours to clear. IndiGo operates
over 2,000 flights daily. tnn

»Many flights hit, P 17

NEW DELHI

6 OCTOBER 2024

Glitch hit a large
number of IndiGo’s
2,000 daily flights

» Continued fromP1

2,000 flights daily and

sources across air-
ports say a large percent-
age of them were impact-
ed Saturday, with delavs
of over 30 minutes. Some
flights were cancelled
too, it is learnt. DGCA
has sought a detailed re-
port from the airline.

At 1.44 pm Saturday;
IndiGo said it experi-
enced “a temporary sys-
tem slowdown across our
network, affecting our
website and booking sys-
tem. Customers may face
increased wait times, in-
cluding slower check-ins
and longer queues at the
airport”. The airline said
its airport teams were
available to assist every-
one. “..we are working
diligently to restore sta-
bility and normalcy as
quickly as possible. We re-

I ndiGo operates over

gret the inconvenience
caused...,” IndiGo said.

At IGI airport, accord-
ing to officials, IndiGo
check-ins and baggage
drop were impacted from
12.15 pm to 3.30 pm and
staff manually issued
boarding passes. As per
Delhi airport live tracker,
over 40 IndiGo flights we-
re delayved until evening.

Passengers took to so-
cial media to vent their
grievances & reach out to
the airline. Others wrote
to the airline asking for
help with web check-ins.

IndiGo holds a 62%
domestic market share.
The system outage hit
most departures across
the country. At Mumbai
airport, for instance,
flights to Ranchi, Madu-
rai, Srinagar, Guwahati,
Delhi, etc suffered from
the cumulative effect
worsening delays as the
day progressed.
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EOW files case over PF dues against
SpiceJet, airline claims partly paid

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Economic Offen-
ces Wing (EOW) of Delhi Poli-
ce has registered a case aga-
inst the managing director
of Spicedet, Ajay Singh, and
other high-ranking executi-
ves of the airline for alleged-
ly not depositing over Rs 65
crore in provident fund cont-
ributions.

According to the FIR, a
complaint was filed by an of-
ficial of Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation (EP-
FO). Apart from Singh, the
case was registered against
director Shiwani Singh, in-
dependent director Anurag
Bhargava, and officials Ajay
Chhotelal Aggarwal and Ma-
noj Kumar. They were re-
sponsible for the conduct of
the business of the establish-
mentaspertheownershipde-
claration form submitted to
EPFO, the FIR stated.

The complainant said the
company employed more

A SpicelJet spokesperson
said the case was filed
before the company
raised fresh funds. It has
deposited 10 months’ PF
dues and the process of
clearing the restis on

than 10,000 people and had
deducted 12% of each emplo-
yvee's share in lieu of provi-
dent fund dues from their sa-
laries during June 2022 to Ju-
lv 2024. “The 12% employee
share of PF dues is payable
to EPFO and should be remit-
ted to the respective PF acco-
untsof theemployeesand the
pension fund maintained by
the statutory authority,” the
complainant said.

But the employees’ shares
were not “remitted for credi-
ting to the accounts of the
employees as PF and Pension
Fund contributions within
the mandatory 15 days follo-
wing the close of every

month. This is in violation of
the requirements of para 38
(1) of EPF Scheme 1952,” the
complainant stated. Accor-
ding to the FIR, it may be
highlighted that the “employ-
er is only a trustee in respect
of employees’ share... and is
required to remit the said
amount to EPFO within the
stipulated time”.

According to a Spicedet
spokesperson, the case was fi-
led before the company raised
fresh funds through the quali-
fied institutional placement
(QIP). Since then, the airline
hascleared all pendingsalary
and GST duesand made signi-
ficant progress by depositing
10 months’ PF dues. “The pro-
cess of clearing the remai-
ningduesisongoing. Additio-
nally, we have successfully re-
achedsettlements with multi-
ple lessors. SpiceJet remains
fully aligned with the financi-
al and operational strategy
outlined in the QIP,” the spo-
kesperson said.
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Airspace closed, 10 flights cancelled

Air Show At
Marina Puts
Travel Plans
Into Disarray

Venkadesan.s
@timesofindia.com

Chennai:; As many as 10 flights
that were to fly between Chen-
nai and destinations such as
Mumbai, Bengaluru, SriLanka,
the Andamans and Madurai we-
re cancelled on Fridav because
of the closure of airspace due to
thealrshow rehearsalatMarina
Beach ahead of Sundav's show
The cancellations were announ-
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LAST MINUTE: Cancellations
announced only hours before sched-
uled departure

ced just hours before the sche-
duled timeof departure, leaving
passengers to look for alternati-
ves.

Inall, operationsof 46 flights
were affected as the airspace
was closed between 1lam and
Ipm.

That the airspace would be
closed for flight operations for
periods ranging from 15 minu-
tes to 135 minutes between Oct 1
and 8 was announced by the
Chennai airport authorities on
Sept30. Theauthoritieshadalso
instructed airlines operating
flights during those specific ho-
urs to reschedule their arrivals
anddepartures accordingly,

Alrport sources said an Aka-
sa Air flight that was to arrive
from Bengaluru at 7am and lea-
ve for the Andamans at 7.45am
was cancelled, with the airline
citing ‘operational reasons’.

“However, since the same
flight would depart from Port
Blair at 10.45am and land in
Chennai at 1pm, when the air-
space would be closed over the
Chennai skies, the entire flight
was cancelled as it would affect

the chart,” said a source. On Oct
1 also, when the airspace was
closed for about two hours, the
flight was cancelled.

Similarly, Alr India flights
onthe Mumbai-Chennai-Benga-
luru, Chennai-Madurai, Chen-
nai-Colombo, and Colombo-
Chennai routes were also can-
celled as their operations were
scheduled during the airshow
rehearsal time. On Sunday too,
cancellations are expected as
the airshow will take place bet-
ween1lamand 1pm, but theairli-
nes concerned have not made it
official yet.

“In case of rescheduling de-
partures, airlines alert passeng-
ers well in advance, but cancel-
lations are made official just ho-
urs ahead. The only advantage
is that the passengers will get
100% refund,” said airport sour-

ces. Huge cancellation of boo-
ked tickets is also cited as the re-
ason for the cancellation of
flights, though the airlines con-
cerneddid not confirm it.

Dayanand Krishnan, a resi-
dent of Chitlapakkam, says the
Chennai  airport authorities
should have intimated the air-
space closureat leastafortnight
ago, instead of issuing a press
note the previous night. Theair-
lines alone should not be blamed
for this fiasco, hesaid.

C Mohan, a retired Air India
general manager, said airspace
is closed out of abundant cau-
tion. Delhi airspace is closed
ahead of every Independence
Day and Republic Day. “If Aights
cannot recover their operatio-
nal cost due to the cancellation
of tickets, they would prefer
cancelling the flight,” he said.
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Aerospace giant presents
vision forpilot-free Al

passenger. planes

he world's first fully Al-operated

passenger plane concept has

been revealed by an aerospace
giant during an event in Orlando,
Florida.

According to news reports, the plan
for this aircraft will feature a cabin
divided into three distinet zones, one
of which will include a dedicated
lounge area. Further, passengers will
be given the unigue opportunity to sit
in the cockpit. The plane will also
have touch-screen windows, further
enhancing the futuristic feel of the
design.

Sustainability is

embedded in the DNA
of the aircraft, with green
technology propulsion
systems using either
Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF), electrification, and/
or hydrogen

Speaking to AertoTime, Embraer

explained, “The concept presented
was a fully autenomons aircraft that

will eliminate the need for a cockpit
and enable new cabin configurations,
such as a forward lounge.”
“Sustainability is embedded in the
DNA of the aireraft, with green tech-
nology propulsion systems using ei-
ther Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF),
electrification, and/or hydrogen,” the
company added. In a statement, the
company highlighted that the concept
of aircraft shows the boundaries of
future innovations in aviation. "Most
importantly, we showed the video to
inspire the industry to continue inno-
vative thinking,” the company said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIBUNE

NEW DELHI 6 OCTOBER 2024

SpiceJet MD booked over PF dues

AW DB, OCTORE §
The Economic Offenoess Wing
(EOW) of the Delha Piolice has
filed an FIR against the man
aging director and four other
offidals of Spoelet fix
allepedly nol craliting  the
deducted 12 per cent of
employees’ share tn Uher
prewvident fund (PFY socounts,
officialks sad on Satuiday.
The uncredited amount was
o B fusnes ol Hs 65 orore t!‘n-_'.-'
added, The FIR has been reg
wiered on the complant of the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) on Sep
temiwr 16 and the probe was
am, in officer of the BOW sakd,
Howewer a Spicedet
spokespersan sakd, “The case
wiis fibed before the company
ransedd fresh funds through the
gualified nstituthonal ploce
ment (GIPL Sinee then, the
arrlne has deared all pending
slay and GST dues and
made significant progress by
deposting PF dues of 10
months"” “The process of
dearmg the remaning dies s
ongoEng. Additsormlly, we hove
sucoessfully reached setile
ments with multiple kessors,

765 CRNOT CREDITED

Thecontribution of ermplovess amounting to Rs 65 7062540
fromm une 2022 to July 2024, was not credied to the PF
accounts of the employees within the mandatory 15 days of close

ol every month, mad the FIR.

Spreedet remams fully aligned
with the financil and opema-
thonal strategy outlined in the
QIP™ it said.

Acoording to the FIR, “Mon
aging director Ajay Singh and
director Shivani Sengh. nce
pendent  direclor  Anurag
Bhargava and two other offk
aals Ajay Chhotelal Aggraal
ind Mamndj Kumiir are nespon
sible for the conduet of the
business of e establishment
as per ownership dedaration
form 6A submitted to the
EPFQ The ownpany
emplovs mone than 10,000
staffers and had deduced 12
per cent of employees' share
In leu of the provident fund
dues from their salanes (PP
wapges) from June 322 o July
2024 to be remitted by August
15, 224, it suicl.

The FIR said at Jeast 12 per
cent employees’ share of PF
dlues was payable to the EPFD

under Sectionf of the EPF and
MP At 1952 1o be i tted in
the respective PF accounts of
employees penson fimd
miaintained by the EPFO The
matibution of I'_1:I|FJIII_'|.'1‘|".\
amounting to Rs 65,70,62.540
fireem June 2022 to July 2024,
was not credited to the PF
accounts of the employess
within the mandatory 15 days
of doseof every month, and it
wits invialivion of requirement
of pam 38 (1) of the EPF
Scheme-1952 by the aforesad
pemans, read the FIR.

It further snid the establish-
mient representatnee admitied
to having mide the deduction
dhuring cpuasi-judicl procesd-
mngs {TA inquiry) before the
competent assessing officer

The emplover has therefore,
cheated the employvecs and
committed an offenoe under
Sections 316 and 318 of the
BNE it added —PTI
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