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DGCA’s new norms for
fatigue risk management

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 4

The Direciorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has come out with draft
guldelines for the fatigue
risk management system
{(FRMS) for the airlines
crew. The DGCA has
made significant changes
I.nn_ll’g; mgugl;thnns per-
ta to flight duty time
limitations (FDTL) for
flight crew, in line with
the international best
practices.

In the draft advisory for
flight crew members in
scheduled air transport
operations, the [GCA has
mentioned detailed guid-
ance on FRMS approval
processes,  implementa-
tion requirements, and
oversight mechanisms to
enhance flight safety
through scientific, data-
driven fatigue manage-
ment approaches that

complement existing pre-
scriptive FDTL regula-
tlons. This also includes
increasing pilots” weekly
rest from 36 to 48 hours

and reducing night
FRMS sho g ﬁa n&’ﬂ'lﬂ
imum i t time ﬂiﬂhl

dury period. and duty
Pt iod lmits hiased o sel-
entifle principles, mini-
mum rest requirements
that ensure adequate
recovery opportunities
and performance moni-
toring svstems to track
safety outcomes, among
other elements, the DGCA
said.

Airlines will have the
option to elther have the
prescriptive FDTL regula-
tions or unplement FEMS
or have a rl.appma.{:h
utilising h, as
DGCA. FRMS will he
implemented by airlines,
and they can modify the
system, depending on
their requirements, with
the DHFCA approval.
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MHA names designated immigration
posts at airports, seaports, railports

NEW DELHL Sepe 3: The
Urmiom Home Minigtry hag
namcd 37 airparts, 34 sca and
mver ports, and 37 inberma-
tinrsal Badl cxnssing prinis as
the designated immigration
paats for entry and ext of
internatiomal passengers.

The Home Mimistry alzo
nemied six milway stations as
the desigmated mmmigration
osts o entry and el of in
ternational passcngers. The
anmeunoemient was mende by
the Home Ministry through a
mrette nobfication after the
Fmmigrationt ard Foreigoers
Crder 025, wes nodified on
Seplember 1,

The ainponts with designat
e Immigration posts are
Abmedabsd, Luckmow, Armait-
malore, Rhubaneswar, Raga
Ehoj International Airpaort,

Entry and exit of
international passengers

[Bepsl, Calwt (e, Chan-
chgch, Chenras, Cochen, Comm-
batore, Dabohien (aa), Delh,
Gavea (Bahary, Guswahah, Hy-
derabad, Indore (Madhya
Prashesh), e, Kolkata,
The ather amports are Kan
nur (Kemla), Madarn (TN,
Mangalore, Murmbai, Manohss
International Airpost, Mopa
{Can), Magpmr: P, Poct Bk,
Pune, Srnagar, Sarat, Thechy
(TN, Thiruvananthapora,
Tirugpati, Veaskhamanam,
Viayawada (Andhrs Pradesh),
The seaports are Almg (G-
jrat), At and Minicoy [slards
{Lakshadweep), Bedi Bunder
amidl Blevmigsne (Gagarat), Cali
ok {Kerala), Chennsi, Cochin,
Cauckialore (Chennail, THamas

(Uchsha), Kakmadz and Knsh-
gt (Andhea Pradesh),
Kedkata, and Kandla (Gugrat)
The cinier sepporta are Kal-
tupalli (T, Karmganj {As-
sarm, Basremyae (T Ballam
(Kerala), Manmdve (Gugarat},
Mormagoa Harbwr {Croal,
Mundra (Gujarat), bumbai,
Mew Mangalore, Magapatti-
nvire (T, Mhiava Shesa (M-
harashiru), Parsdoep (0disha),
Portender, Port Blar, Silghet
(Assam), Titwrrin (TN, Visa
khapatnam, Vallarpadam,
Yiznmam (both Kerala), D-
bori and P (both Assam,
The kandports are Attan
Rl Dhersn Raben Mamale (haoth
Punjab), Banbasa {Uttara-
kbamel), Chemgrahanlha, Ghio

jadanga, Haridaspur, Hili,
Jaigzaem, Lalpolaghat, Mahad-
i Pulberi Badhilapar, Ran-
kgamy, Cricthe (a1l Wiest Bengal),
Db, Tk (ot b Dlesgbetenin),
Dumrremgra, Kammypan), Manlc-
chiar, Sutarlendi (all Assam).

The other landports are
Agartala, Dhalmghert, Khowal,
Buhurighat. Bagna, Kailasha-
har, Sabroom, Snmentapur (all
Trapaca), Gaumgtemen, Rupsn
i, Semeh (2l Uittar Pradesi),
Jogtem, Rasxend (both Bihard,
Moeeh (Manipar), Sabroom
(South Tripura), Kawrpu-
whihish, fwiepn, fokhaathar
(all Mizoram). The raifports
with smmtiom posts are
Munabao (Ragasthan), Attan
(Punpaby, Crede Bl and Boad
Check Fost, PetmapaleChitpar,
Harxdaspur and Mew Jalpmpan
Ratway Statwon (all West Bem-
gali.—FTI1
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Medical Health Care Unit opened

at LGB International Airport

GUWAHATI Sept 3:Ina
step owards enhancing
rural healtheare, the Adani
Pomandatson todery mmaururat-
e a Medical Health Care
Lhnat (MITCLD ae Lodspriva
Gopinath Bordodod
[miternatinnal Ao
{LGBIA)Y, Guwahati.

The initiative, part of the
foundation”s Corporate
Social Responsitaliy (CER)
programmie, 15 desigmasd teo
fleliver ezsentzl rmedical
services to villages in the
AlEpEt s Vi

The RMHCU was formally
haanbes] crver fo Helpge
I, & non-profit coganiza-
tion with an established
record of umpactiul
healthcare oatreach across
the country

The launch ceremony
wag attended by Jugasmita

Saikia, Block Programime
Muanager, Azara, National
Health Mission (MHN),
alongsue senior repre-
sentatives from Cruwahati
International Arrport Lid
and Adani Airport Holding
Lid including Sangib
Eumar Gupta, Head-
Operations, Aero, Yipin
Mair, Head-HR, and Mantu
Kumar, Head, Capex
Finance Management and
ather senior afficials of
GIAL.

A part of its wler
cemmitment to community
dlevelopmient, the Adam
Founation hes also
mstlled water dispensers
m liocal scheals amd health
centres, and provided
mverters, & wheelcham, and
sodar lights to sursownding
villages,

Since its inception n
19596, the Adani Foundation

has positively inpecred
mtre tham 5.6 million
peoale across T 060 villages
m 21 Stabes. In the
healtheare domain alone, it
has defivered over 950000
consultations, sperated 22
Ml [ Tesaltheare Lnats,
and supported 13 clingcs and
wellness centres.

*This initiatiwe isa
testament 10 our rmassion of
inclusive development and
commmunity welfare," sail
spokesperson for the Adam
Froismdation. “We remam
committed to working 1o
chose partnecship with
COMIMAUNILEES {0 ensure
acvess da guality healtheare
and sustamable develop-
ket

The event conchaded
with @ call for continued
callaboration tomake the
viral healthcare mission a
lasting success,
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Royal Dutch starts
direct flight to Hyd

Sept. X KLM Raoyal
Caitch Abrfines starbed 1S new
divect service balween
Hyderabad and Amstendam
Schiphol Alrport, marking its
fourth gatevsay in India. The
Inawgural Night, KL 874 depar-
ed from Bajiv Gandhl
International Alrport on
Wedneiday. ELM chled aperat-
gy afficer Maarten Stienen sald,
"Hyderabad is o fasl-grewing
city with a gtrong econamy,
driven by the pharmaceutical
industry and glabal IT compa-
fbes. We are pleased (o add the
direct conngctian botwoen
Hyderabad and Amsterdam to
our network” GMR Hyderabad
Internatiansl Airpar Lid CEO
Pradesp Panscker 1aid, "The
launch of KLM Royal Dutch
Airlines' direct service from
Hyderabad marks & transhorma-
Liva dkég in owf mission 1o ale-
wate imbernational connpctivity,
This route to Amsterdam opans
possilities for travellers
Loauth India, offering laster
F00RES 10 ey global places,
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M DGCA Issues Draft Rules
for Fatigue Risk Mgmt

& MUBRA] Lyiation safely
E regutator DCCA had come
o with draft guidedines
for alatigue risk manage
menl sy stem (FRMS) for airlines,
deiigred Lo tomplement xsting
Fleghd duityy tarme larmsitat iam (FOTL)
MOrTS, A Brosving CONCEans over
grew fatigue the Derectorate General
of Civil A iation (DGCA] has already
introduced revised FOTL rules for
pilots, 'which are being implemenied
in phases. The dralt advisory o
FRMS nplementation for Flight Crew
kembers inScheduled Air Transposi
Operations affersdetaided guidarce
o FRMS jpproval implemeniat o,
arid gvoersight The regulatos aims o
erance fight sadiety oy promating
schentific, data-driven fatipwe mana-
EErne] alongsede Curmend orescrapti
we FOTL reguiabons, FRMS should
fuzwe maximum Might time, Night duly
mEriod, and ooty period limits based
on scientific pringiphes, minbmom rest
requirements thal ensure adeguate
recoviery opportunities and per
formanc @ e o rg Sy sl 1o
brach salety GUtOOmEs, amang olhes
eiements, DLCA said
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M SpiceJet Signs Interline
Agreement with Guif Air

MEW DELMI Soice sl on
Thuarsdary said it has imked
B bRAET [ine AR EerTEm
weith Bafrain's Guill i
“This parinership will provide Sphoe ket
DASSENRETS SEamiELs S00ess 10 Calf
Hir's expansive nebwnrk aonoss the
Mhiddie East. Africa. Europe and Central
Aa wia Baheain, whale Guil Aer gusin
s o || ganin eninand ed cannectnity
to indlia through Specejet’s extensve
domestic networi,” Spice et saidina
release. Ticke] sales under the agree-
ment are expecied [0 oommence by
earty 2026 Unider an interiine apres
e, [SSENEErs Can hook conneling
fhghts acrass differend airlines under a
singhe stinerary. Currentiy, Guif A
aperabos feghts to eght indian cities
inluding Doy, Mymbal, Bengalin
Chennal, Hyoer abad and Kochi
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Huge cocaine haul at Chennai airport

HD Bureau

Chennal  Customs and the
Marcoties Contml  Burean
intercepted RE1E kg of hi-
gh-grade cocane concealed
in FerrercHocher-ste pa-
cdiaging,  walued bebaxen
Whorore ond 80croce, le-
ading w muliple high-—
profile ammests.

Customs  officers  iden-
tified the il lici CArgn -ﬁl.l:l'ilh_E‘
baggage screening of two
vOung men arciving from
AddisAbaba on am  Ethi-
opian  Airlines  flight. The
detsined  individoals, Hi-
manshushah of Bogeshwar
district, Uttarakhand, ond
SphilAtr of Chamba dis-
wrict, Himaehal Pradagh, lad
the contraband deverly hi-
dden within chocolate cans.

Customs officers identified the illicit
cargo during baggage screening of

two young men arriving from
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

A follow-up led o the arrest
of a handler in Mumbai,
while 0 conimlled ddivery
operaion  reslted i the
armst of a Maertan matdonal

in Defhl, allegedly  orch-

catrating - distribution et

worlks froom the capital,
Sources indicare this bus

is linked o an organdsed ir-

ansnational  syndicme  with
Indian operatives based in
African mations, exploiting
overstayed  wisas and me-
dical entries eswablizh
drig supply Hnoes. The Ni-
gerian  suEpect  meportedly
entered Indla in 2023 for ir-
eatmment at Gleneagles He-
althCity, Chepnal, and re-
mpined in the country vn-
lawiully after his visa exp-
iredin2024,

F|'|'I.'|".':1i_\l-_!.:l|||lr.': kel the
sophisticatbon of this ope-
rafon:  mueles—aoware  of
their  illicit  cargo—made
repeated  trafficking  Lrips
between Africa and various
Indian mirports, signifying a
well-piled nziwork. The -
ansporter in Mumbal ma-
naged  legistical  coordi-
rmatioe, while the P-.'ig-lll'i.:n
mranaged desor oo,
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GST hike to make premium air travel costlier

Neha LM Tripathi

ket h industant s oo

MWEW DELHE: The Gonds and Ser-
vioes Tax Council has raised the
levy on non-coonomy Alr travel
from 12% to 18%. a move experts
belicvewill drive up fares for pas-
sengers wavelling in premium
coomomy (PEL business and first
class,

While the rate for economy
travel stave unchanged to keep
afrtares affordable for mass tray-
cllers, the stoeper GST on upper
classes has triggered conoern
amiomg aitlines and onlne travel
agents. Prior o the Coancil
announdng the new @y regime
on Wedniesday, two aimlines

for GST an all clesses to
be brought to 5%. three govern-
ment oficlals confirmed o HT.

Former president of Travel
Apents Federation of India (TAFT)
Ajay Prakash said the new G5T
rate has come at a dme when the

- -
Costlier air fares
GST onnen-economy | ~hi inerease runs counter i the
air travel raised from eMoris of Indlan carriers, which have
been im their
"_W - experience on their Mights®
hike will drive up — SHELDON HEE, Regional Vice
aglrfares on all President, Asia Pacific, International
premium dasses Air Transport mmnm_lm.l.}

Indian aviation market is going
through a “very sensithe phase”.

“Increasing the GST for upper
class fliers directly meams airfares
for all the throe classes will shoot
up.” he said. “While the govern-
ment claims o promote Indian
aviation by bringing in big air-
craft, ete., levying higher GST is

only going todiscourage individ-
ual fliers o book on non-ccon-
oy classes”

Jitin Makdar, senbor vice presi-
dient and group head of
soctor ratings in [ICRA Limited,
noted the addidonal levy will be
passed on o the consumers.

An airline insider requesting

anonymity said that the increase
i o revelation bt it is enough to
make airlines rethink budgets
and booldng strategies. “Let abomne
the Air India crash (June 12 disas-
et that claimed 260 lives) that
shook passenger confidence,
Indian airlines are facing major
mroubles due to the ongoing Faki-
stan airspace closure eading to
miore Aying dme and increased
airfares, At such a time, it was
needaed that the sector be allowed
toremiain untoeched,” the official
said

Aformer aitling official echoed
similar views, saying, “India has
only two majer airlines wow —
while soe is trving to regain pas-
senper rust while Bcing a loss of
5,000 coore due to Pakistan clos-
ing is alrspace. the other {IndiGa)
has just eniered into the scgment
and launched fts business prod-
1T A

Shelden Hee, regional vice
president, Asia Pacific, Interna-

tional Air Transport Association
{IATA) termed the move “disap-
pointing™, IATA is a global trade
assoriatiom of airlines, represent-
ing around 300 airlines or about
80% of worldwide air traffic and
acts as & global volce of the air-
limes,
“This fnirease TUNs CoUNTET i
the efforts of Indian carriers.
which kawe boen investing in
their premium products to
enhamee the travel expericnoe on
their fight=. Tax on non-economy
air travel has risen dramatically
— (G5T iz at 18% after yesterday's
annoumcement, compared tothe
8.6% rate in 2087 umder the ser
vice tax regime.”

Maklar, however, said that the
increase should not heve & signifi-
cant impact on the business class
sepment consédering this seg-
ment's kow price clasticity, though
there could be some amount of

downtrading to the coonomy seg-
TIETIL
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India can be exporter of sustainable aviation fuel: Minister

Press Trust of India

‘l-:.-l.llnl-'kl:;.llw.ln"'; fim

NEW DELHI: India has the
capacity to be an exporter of
Sust@inable Avigtion Foel
i5AF), a practical solution fog
decarbanisation, as the country
has mare than 750 milllon
tonne of available bomass and
nearly X30million tonne of sur-
plus agricultural residue,
according to Civil Aviation
Mimister K Bammohan Maida.

Hinmiass, agriculturml resi-
clwe ancl used cooking oil nre
among the key feedatocks that
can be tapped for prodwction of
SAF, which can be used as a

drop-in fuel for atreratt.

The civil aviation ministry in
partnership with the Interna-
tinnal Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAL and with support
froam ihe Europenn Union luwve
prepared an S5AF feasibility
siudy For Indla.

The study assesses the
potental for predocing and
utilizing drop-in SAF in India.
It evaluates domestic feedstock
gwailability, viakle produaction
pathways, infrastrecture and
pedlicy readiness and the ena-
bling comditions needed 1o
establish a robust domestic
SAF market. the minlstry said
in & release on Wednesday.

INDIA IS THE
WORLD'S THIRD
LARGEST AVIATION
MARKET AND THE

PASSENGER
TRAFFICIS LIKELY
TODOUBLE TO

200 MN BY 2030

Drawing upon international
best practices and tailoring
them o Inlin's secio-ecnmanie
wnd ervironmneei bl context, the
repart provides o roadmap lor
sustainable fuel adoption, it
added. The study was under-

taken under the 1CAO's Capaci-
ty-building and Training for
Sustainable Awiamon Fuels pro-
graomme {ACT-5AF) initiative,

India is the warkl's third
Lot sevisation merked wod Uhee
passenger iralfic is expected (o
doulrle o SO0 million by 2030,

In the release, Naldo sald
SAF fs a practical and immiedi-
ate solutdon to decarbonise the
aviation sector, with the potens
tial to cut lifecycle OO, emis-
sions by up o 80% compared to
comvehiomsl boel,

“With ower TR0 millEon met-
ric tonne of avallable bismass
and mearly 230 million metrie
tonne of swrplus agriculiural

residoe, India has the capacity
not only to meet its own SAF
demand but aleo to emerge 858
global leader and exporter,” he
sitidl.

The iminister also said thad
SAF production will not only
redluce crude Impores and cut
cmissions by 30-25 million ton-
nes annually but also boost
farmers' incomes by creatdng a
strong value chain for agricul-
tural residue and hiomass.

Recently, Indian Ol Corpo-
ration becwme the first Indian
copnpeany b gel the JR0OC COR-
S1A certilication for production
ol SAF at s refinery in Panipsat,
Haryana.
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CMRL gets T.N. govt.s

nod for Airp

ortto

Kilambakkam project

The State govt. has allocated 11964 crore for the project, of which 21816
or. will be used for acquiring land. The total project cost is T9335 on

The Hindu Bureau

CEEERNAL

he Seate govern-
Tthr'l:ll has permit-
bl the Chenmai

Aot rc Riidl Limiged (CMRLY
to start acquiring land for
the 1546 km Alrport-Ei-
larhakkam project.

I am oeder dated Sep-
tember 3, the Manming, De-
velopment and Special In-
idatives Department sald
theat the CMEL could com-
mence land  acquisition,
wtility shifting, and other
preparatory work for this
prrojedt.

The move comes af a
time when the government
is awaiting approval for
this project from  the
Centre, Whiles the Detaiked
Project Report (DFR) has
already been semt o the
Cemre, the Comprehen
sive hobility Man will like-
Iy b sl so00.

The icea behind l:rt-|.ﬁ|'|-
ming such  preparatory
wark and Land acoquisithon
is, as soon as the project
approval comes from the
Cemtre, the consructon
can start, Commuters have
Isen cmperly walling for
the $0.335 crore Ainpori-Ki-
lambaklcm project as it

IPutting it om bracks The e comes ¢ a time when the
Eesennment i awaiting aporeval fer the project feom the Centra

links many areas, Inchuding
Palkaivaram, l!'.|'l|'|:r|1'h:1i|-1',
Thiru-Vi-Ka Nagar, Tarmbe-
ram, Irumbelivur, Perun:
galathur, Vandalur, Amna
Zoolpgdeal  Park, and
Kikambakkam,

Earlier, the CMRL had
redicsted the Staee goviern:
ment fo provide adminis-
trative sancthon o start the
preparaiory work for this
corridor.

The povernment has
now allocated 1,964 crore
teewards land acquisition,
shifting of utilides, amxd ot
er related work. “The oot
af TLO8d crofe will be
sanctioned as subordinace
debat,” the order said.

o the 11,964 crore, a
subsgantial  porfion  of
TG crore will e used 1o-
wards land acquisieon, A
ool of 1250 crore will
be utibiged Sor canrving out
uiility shifting, roadwork,
geotechnical investigation,
tree culting and feplant-
ing. barricading, topos-
graphic surveys, and trafhc
MA@,

‘Easy to complete’
CMRL sources further said
that simce the Adrpon-Ki-
Lambakkaim corricdor i2 an
elevated one running along
the GST Road, it soild be
fairly easy to build withous
misch detay,
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Flyers without mobility

issues

can pay for wheelchair: DGCA

Proposal aims 1o curb misuse of wheelchairs, and is part of drafit norms released by the authordty:
the Bombay HC had ordered a comminee to examine the issue of whedchair shortage at airports

Jagritl Chandrea
MEW [FELHI
bt Drectorate Gene
Teral of Civil Avia-
tion (IMZCA) has
progeosked that abrlines ofl-

er paid asdsance 1w pas-
sengers withowl mobdlity
fgoees or disabilides o
curtr the alleged misuse of
wheelchairs. It suggests
ducumentation to verlly
any physical or mental
challenges for free assis
tance b hose with disabdl-
ities or restricted mobility,

Airpoarts oo will leve to
ensure that car diop-of
points at Arport entrances
are earmarked for air tra-
vellers with speclal meeds,
and that these remain un-
obetructed and available
for use, the DGCA s
pests, Airports may be re-
cquires) 1o provide staff at
e podinis 1o provide ase
sistance and coondinate
with airlines.

Thase  proposals  are
pirt of revised dralt riles
for Ferrving air travellers
with cisalsilities amd re
duced mobélity Hoated by
the aviation safety regula-
o for glakehobder com-
ments il September 15,
The revised norms have
bereni minde public abead of
a Bombay High Court
hearing on September 25

Easy traval: Alrports will hawe to ensure that car drop-off points at
enkrances are earmarked for travellers wkh special needs ISTOoK

after the court appointed a
coamumities in April, hesd-
=] by Justice Godn Ragh-
ram, former judge of the
Andhra Pradesh  High
Court, to study the mmaiter
of wheelchair availability
and challenges faced by se-
nior citizens amndd those
with special needs, em
phasising that access to
acdequate facilithes was “a
fundamental human
right™ for such persomns.

Mew propasal

Clause 4.1.37 in the draft
Ciwil Aviation Hegquine-
ments (CAR) says, “Alrline
may levy appropriate as-

sistance fee from passen
gers other than persons
with disability (Divyesg
Jan} and persons with re-
duced mobility who opt o
wse these servioes” Tmler
national aidlines such a=
Singapore Airlines offer
“meet aned assist services”
which include support
during boarding, disem-
barkation, or Mght (ransf-
ers for elderly and non-En-
glish speaking passengers
aof those with sensory im-
palrment or cogndtive dis-
abilities as well as help
with navigntion at lamge
and unfamiliar alrpons
when travellers may mot

necessarily
wheelchairs.

The mwve aling o ik
misusé of wheelchairs so
that the limited inventory
with airlines and akrports
can be made avallabde 1o
these with 3 genuine need,
which k% llrpul"l,ﬁ" I.l!.' air-
lines Larpely on interna-
tional flights though there
are plepty of insances of
wheelchidr denial on dom
estic Rights as wedl.

“There needs to be an
effort o mldress inlfras-
tructure challenges that in-
clude lack of kerbide as-
sistance and  ambailils
resulting in wheelchair-
bome passengers being
carrbed down a step kedder
in & manner that is not on-
Iy humiliating and uncom-
fortable bt aleo unsale,
Moreover, not all senbor ci-
lizens may requine or de-
slre a wheelchair, [lor
wihom goll carts or bugpies
miust be provided.” says
Vashnawi Jyakunr,
member, Disability Rights
Allance,

“Juist 1ike the highly dis-
criminatory f-io-ly addi-
ticn in the last CAR revi-
i, 11 13 omimous that the
latest provision appears in
a disahility-focussed docu-
ment rather than an ave-
rarching passenger Geilita-
ticen pridocol,” she said.

redlne
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Premium air travel
to become costlier:
industry anguished

Jagritl Chandra
NEW DELHI

The aidine industry has
termed the Centie’s deci-
sioa to raise goods and ser-
yires fax on premium air
travel, including premiwm
ecopomy  and  buziness
clazs flight tickets, from
12% ] &%
“dizappointing”.

The revised taxes will
coane into effect from Sep-
tember 22 and apply both
for domestic and interna-
tional Aights offered by [n-
diamn and forefgm carriers.

“Aviation has tremen-
dous potential w contri-
bute o India’s economic
growveh, both directly as In-
dian airlines grow, and in-
directly through increased
connectivity for travellers
and businesses alike. It is
therefore disappointing to
hear of a decision to n-
crease the GST on nom-eco-
neny travel with ne clear
justification,” said Interna-
ticnal Air Transport Asso-
ciation's regional vice-pre-
sident, Asia  Pacific,
Ehelden Hee,

{wver the years, this
component of tax had
miore than doubled, grow-
ing from the B6% rate in

2017 under the service tax
regime to 15%, he added.

‘Must consider risks
“This increase ming cournr-
ter to the efforts of Indian
carriers, which hawve been
imvesting in their premium
products o enhance the
travel experience on their
ftights,” Mr. Hee said, ad-
ding that India must con-
sider the risks of such poli-
cies  on dampening
demand and undermining
profitabdlity.

While first-, business-
and premiom  economy-
class travel is offered by fo-
reign carriers, among In-
dian airlines, Air India off-
ers business and premium
economy ravel on domes

tic  and internaticnal
flights. IndiGo too has in-
troduced  business-class
seats on flights to Mumbai
and Bengaluru from New
Delhi as well &= to Singa-
pore, Bangkok and Dubai,
which will grow o 12 total
routes by the end of 20025,
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Auto, pharma sectors cheer GST
slabs; airlines say wings clipped

Auto-mekiers expect L cut will boost dernand: sirlines st higher GST on noneconomy seats: small entrepreneurs
wonriedd bt higher Libaour costs: textile industry disappointed over the 18% duty for garments priced above T2500
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Mile e goods
and  servhoes
tax (GST) rate
changes authorised by the
Gaml Comindctl o Woedlnes-
chay nigght brought cheer to
the s, insumnce, onr
sumer applinces, phar-
mecHEicas, and renswa-
bile enengy sectors, among
ohers, sowne ol that weae
Einged with reprsach. A
few sectors are outright
upset with the tax changes.
T SEGCE miarkel, Do,
peflected this mixed res
o o Thnrsday, iofilal-
I¥ reacting positiehy but
eriding the day msarhy Dat.
with (e Sensex up juso
2% froen the presions
.
The aislnes slammimed
the higher GST an non
ooy seats Vegetahle

il producens called for the
resalution of the Enveried
duty structure on edible
ails, which means thet the
GST rate an raw materials
il i lindustry B highe
ham e rase on the e
ished product. This mes-
match was something that
thes Coumeil corrected Sor
the fortilzer and man-
made texniles imdustries.

The increde b the GET
rabe Jor [Eabour charges,
froim 12% o 18%, has il
led o some mesisance,
with small enireprenenrs
wayingd that they wonikl be
liir lard s thse chiange.

Mixed response

Whike the teadile indussry
his welvomed the revision
ol GST raies for hogh man-
male fibre s colson sec-
s, B Pas mlsn expresaad
s diappaintment  over
the 18% ibeny for garments

priced above £2 500 each.

The Choth ManuEactur-
e Association of [milia
it o that such gar-
metHs dare ala comsusned
iih laige nieibers by e
COMIROn man, espedally
I the im o woollens,
wedkling wear, traditonal
chothing, handloome, ard
smbroiderad chathes,
Chasging 18% G an these
willl mradar thesm signihcam-
he more cosily, i1 ed,

Thas nusanced cheer cim
he seen in the amio sector
am woell,

Ay LIETHE FEATTR Y o
hirve weloomed the eae ra
tneaization Jor the sacuor,
slony with the remerval of
e GST Coiipensalion
Cess applicable om cars,
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Auto, pharma sectors
cheer GST slabs

s e e P Fates, ey heed and mkd s ol
cors priced up no T el will e o s redic e
of i 1o | pereertage poinis, while bigh ol care
with enpines ahove CNK) 0 500 @ne 501 00 teT ané
I 10 percentags paund ool i sl B x roie

Sggny dedlers, Mt e volos] some s
ries shoui cormme s pesiponng §hesr parckasce
sl Seprember 2 when the new raees come e
e, and have cilled e grsier criy or whal
ha e o the O o welilcles They hiane alieady
beighi from momischrers Tee nof yof sl i
[AT-Sik = W

Thar hislibacdne indestny’s eracton hss been
it anerpiaealls politee, waving thar the el
shan b redoce GET from 2% o 5 on 3 wide
e ol medesl prodhacs.

Consumer applianoe makbers were alen upheat
it Ehe GET Frise 0, <50 ey wisil Bocs
demansd. specially in e res-up o e st
AT
ok s o Sharagd Raghawn, fagra Chos
i, M, Samdarrn Pesbla, Lalivmde Wik,
Soptaparno Gbosl, aned Blndy Shajan Perppodan



qTvaTra fAaEaa=s

AIRPUR |

S AU THU ’F—-H ¥ "_'1!:

INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOEMLIECG

s laMDARD

DalHI

5 SuPTEMBER

4025

500 flights disrupted at IGIA and
Hindon, airlines issue travel adwsury

CAFRELS HEWS SIRYVICE o rewDell

AR the eliy enrdimssd o hracs
for terrepdlal baln o Thibrsday,
Dl afrports amd aiclines [s-
suel truvel sdvisories for the
fhvers, cautioning disripiioms
in Mgl operaticns. T e st
three divs neardy BB Qights
frum Delbt and Hindon air:
e R it besn delayed,
cancnlked ar diverted o other
cibhes due to pour vasibility and
Incisrnand weather coiil it iora,
arpat alTicinks sald,

s per thes Il Ca Metetralog-
jizal !'|E_|:I‘II EEHH] 'IJND} fops.
cast, Dedhi 1w experisneing ine
clement westher comliticns,
Thete mmight e amn Impact o
flight operations. Our on
wreamd desnis ane workieme JdiE-
gttty with all staknhalifers f
CNSUEE WL JUTHEY Toralns
hassle-free, Fur the bibest Ayehi
InFeriaat lon, passangers are
adviged b cnrifact Thel T respoe.
Uive alrdines," s Delhi airgar
sAk] It & adylaopy

T ANTY ey Ty iy s sasin]
a ke y rabn adect over Delhi-
NCER for a few hours, raising
coneerns tboud further disup
tiom tu wir tradfic.

Al fnes Including IndiGo,
Spdeckied nnd Aar Indin omong
pthers urged posscopers to
plsech thdy Mizhr ctaims ofnrn

Heavy downpour continues to batter city

Thitcapital recorded widespresd s howers for the thind consecutive doy
G Wisdnedday, tipgecing widedpread vaberiogging and taffic snarls.
Thg W0 2l than thess comalionit aia Fhaly b stmiain 2 [he fty & cal
focxperience an ot ive mensoon phase e the nesd four dogs.

e ing For the alfport
Spaesbel. innnadyvisary on X,
sull “Dhes fo bad weather in
Nehd, sl deparmresarvals
anil thedr prmseaquendial Lighis
miry be affected. Pissengers are
regaiestel 1o Heep a check an
thear Night siarmas” The rrling
aleradvEed iravellers to Bsclop
Im exira tme to peacdh e aly-
st I view of wateitagging
and trafic snarls across the
cire IndiGo, e cotmirs™s kg
esb o also coudicned of
purasible delays, “With heavy
rainfall and thundersiorms in
Delhi, we™ e sooinp 2 chanes ol
dhediays and shower brafElo to anad
Mo the alvporl, Whils we

can't cantred the skiss, we'ne
deing everyvihing possible 1o
ke vowr Juurney steady on
it genmiil”™ hee Al Fines said 1
a siafoment

‘Please check vour Bight
alates and consdder glving
voalkeedl & Lile cishon el fme
1o reaah the &irport,” the state-
merid Al

Thpdin 1 e wanthien Ao
port officials maintained that
Ercinml gradl were coorilinating
closely with aorlines to min:
mis meuvenenee fo passen:
wers, thoagh hey admited that
operations were likody do re
main affectsd oy long as the
Toesy dow g e icns]
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B'luru-bound Al flight
calledoffafterbird hit

viweawain: A Benpalung-
bound Afr Indin Express fight
was cancelled on Thirsday
afteran eegle hat the arcraft's
nose while toding on the run-
weay for takeoff, an aidizwe off
cial said, adding alternute
arranganents wee muade for
A0 passengers on board, —PTL



