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State govt, AAI sign MoU to study
feasibility of 5 greenfield airports

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATT, Feb27: Inan
effort to strengthen its avia-
tion ecosystem, the Govern-
ment of Assam on Friday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (Mol) with
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) to conduct pre-fea-
sibility studies on five green-

field airports in the State.
The new locations identi-
fied are Manas, Umrangso,
Charaideo, Diphu and Majuli.
The MoU was signed by
the State Transport depart-
ment's commissioner and
secretary Akashdeep and
AAI charrman Vipin Kumar.
Chief Mimister Himanta
Biswa Sarma sand that the five

identified locations have spe-
cial significance, in terms of
tourism, economic prospects
as well as national security.
“We mtend to make Guwa-
hati a regional connectivity
hub. Air traffic from Guwaha-
tiairport has increased signif-
wcantly, erossing 17 lakh annu-
ally and is poised to increase
further. Even in Dibrugarh,

air traffic has increased. We
are hopeful of establishing
pre-feasibility in these five lo-
cations very soon,” he said,
mforming that approval has
been received for setting up
MRO (Maintenance, Repair,
and Overhaul) facility at Gu-
wahati airport.

#» SEE PAGE 2

State ...

(Contd from page 1)

He also urged the AAl to
upgrade Rupsi to a full-
fledged airport.

Union Civil Aviation sec-
retary Samir Kumar Sinha
said that Assam has seen
sustained passenger and
cargo growth.

“The feasibility studies
will ensure that every air-
port we plan is viable, sus-
tainable and future ready.
Based on the outcome of
the studies, the State can
apply for site clearance and
proceed,” he said.

At present, the State has
seven airports and the
Doloo airport has also got
approval from the Civil
Aviation Ministry steering
committee. It now awaits
PIB and Union Cabinet ap-
provals.
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Strikes, missiles, closure

of airspace hit flight
ops to and from India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 28

WITH ISRAEL and US striking
Iran and Tehran responding
with missiles targeting US mili-
tary facilities across West Asia,
numerous West-bound flights
of Indian airlines were im-
pacted Saturday duetoairspace
closures in the region and the
increased risk of operating
through it.

India’s largest airline In-

diGo, Tata Group carriers Air
India and Air India Express,
and Akasa Air have suspended
flights to all destinationsin the
region, while SpiceJet has also
informed passengersthat some
of the airline’s flights might be
affected due to the crisis.
Forthetime being, mostIn-
dian carriers have suspended
flights to the region until mid-
night Sunday. But there may be
further disruption given the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ﬁght ops

evalving situation.

A number of international
alrlines have also announced
suspension of operations in the
region, and are being forced to
takealternative routes to bypass
much of West Asia. Flying in
conflict zones Is a major risk to
cvil aviation safetyand most alr-
lines proactively avoid transiting
such regions even when their
airspace is avallable.

Following the strikes, nu-
merous flights had to be di-
verted, including someofIndian
airlines. These included Air In-
dia's Delhi-Tel Aviv flight that
turned around and headed to
Mumbai instead, as per flight
tracking data. Other flishis from
India to destinations in coun-
tries like the UAE, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia had toturnback or
divert. These included Air
India’s Delhi-Riyadh flight, In-
diGo’s Amritsar-Sharjah flight.
AlrIndia Express's Viayawada-
Sharjah and Mangaluru-Doha
flights, and Flydubai's Lucknow-
Dubai flights.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
aton (MoCA) reviewed the pre-
paredness of all stakeholders in
view of the evolving situation,
and asked Indian aifdines o en-
suretimely reroutingand diver-
sionof flights wherever required
inaccordancewith safety proto-
cols.

"Alrports across the couniry,
particularly major intenational
gateways, have been placed on
operational alert to manage po-
tential flisht diversions, un-
scheduled landings and passen-
ger facilitation requirements.
The Alrports Authority of India
and private airport operators
have been advised to malntain
enhanced coordination withair-
lines for ground handling, park-
Ing bays, passenger amenities,
crew logistics and immigration
SUPPOIL, a8 necessary,” the Min-
isiry said in astatement.

"The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has been advised
to remain in close coordination
with airines toensure full com-
pliance with safery regulations,
crew duty tme limitations, and
operational advisories. Further,
continumis monitoring mech-
anisms should beactivated to as-
sess the evolving airspace dy-
namics and mitigate any
cascading impact on domestic
schedules.” it said,

After the review, the DGCA
advised all Indian alrcraft oper-
ators torefrain from operating in
the affected airspace and closely
monitor all updated Aeronauti-
cal Information Publications
{AlPs) and Notice to Alrmen
(NOTAMSs) issued by the af-
fected countries and their na-
tional authorities.

The DGCA advisory listed
the airspace of 11 couniries as a
“high-risk zone™: Iran, lsred, Le-
banon. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Oman, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, the
UAE and Qatar.

Qatarand the UAE are global
aviation hubs with massive
flight traffic, and disruption of
flight operations in these regions
could have a cascading impact
on flight operations in various
partsofthe world. Qatar Alrways
and Emirates, major global air-
lines from the region, suspended
operations from their respective
hubs of Doha and Dubal.

Other airlines that an-
nounced suspensionof fightsio
various West Asian destinations
included Lufthansa, AlrFrance,
KLM, British Alrways, Turkish
Alrdines, Iberia, Wizz Air, Virgin
Atdantic, Aegean Alrlines, Japan
Airlines and Scandinavian Air-
lines. West Asia is an Important
flight corridor connecting Asia
Pacificwith Europe and beyond.
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Precious cargo likely at Surat
airport, boost for diamond trade

FPJ News Service

SURAT

There is some good news for
the gems and jewellery industry
in the diamond city of Surat
Amidst the long-standing de-
mand to start international cargo
operations from Surat Airport,
there is a strong possibility of
starting precious cargo ope-
rations inthe next few months.

The Surat Airpart Autharity
has selected the location of MI
room near the domestic cargo
terminal for precious cargo
operations and its design has
been sent to Airport Authority of
India Cargo Logistics and Allied
Services  Company  Limited
(RAICLAS).

Last November AAICLAS
officials visited Surat [Inter-
mational Airport. Along with this,
the officials held a meeting with
representatives of GJEPC at the
SGLCE headquarters and at Surat

Diamond Bourse (SDE) to check
the possibility of international
cargaofrom Surat.

The GJEPC made a strong
presentation to start precious
cargn for import and export of
gems and jewellery from Surat
Airport. Flights to Dubai, Sh-
arjah and Bangkok take off from
Surat. Good quality gems and
jewellery are imported and
exported from Surat to Dubai.

However, currently, imports
and exports have to be done
vig Mumbai from Surat. More
space is not required to start
precious cargo. With inte-
rnational carge starting from
Surat, it will be easier o im-
port and export to other co-

untries via Dubai. Along with
this, the possibility of import
and export of gems and je-
wellery of 10 to 12 billion do-
llars peryear wasexpressed.

After the visit of AAICLAS
officials, the Surat Airport
Authority sent a proposal of
four locations for intern-
ational cargo, including a te-
rminal building, MI room, old
hangar and a place for a new
building.

Meanwhile, there is a strong
possibility of starting precious
cargo operations from Surat
Airport inthe first phase.

Airport sources said that the
location of the MI room near
the domestic cargo terminal
for precious cargo has been
decided and its design has
been sent to the head office.
Precious cargo operations will
be started from Surat in about
eight months after getting
approval from AAICLAS.
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Airport traffic rejig: Police shifting bus
counters, planning new entry lane

DIPALI SEN

KOLKATA: The Bidhan-
nagar Police Commissionerate
has begun shifting long-dis-
tance bus counters and pick-
up points from Jessore Road
and proposed a dedicated entry
channel to the airport to ease
congestion, particularly during
peak evening hours.

Bus counters operating
between Airport Gate 1 and
Gate 2 are being relocated to a
vacant plot along the VIP Road,
about 100 metres before the
No. 1 Gate crossing and oppo-
site the airport entry road. The
site, beside a wide service lane,
will allow buses to wait without
blocking the main carriageway.
Around 70 percent of the work
has been completed.

Makwana  Meetkumar
Sanjaykumar, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic),
Bidhannagar, said long-dis-
tance buses were narrowing
an already constricted stretch.
“That portion can hold seven

What's in store?

» Bidhannagar Police Commissionerate is relocating long-
distance bus counters and pick-up peints from lessore
Road to reduce congestion, especially during peak

evening hours.

# Bus counters between Airport Gate 1 and Gate 2 are
being moved to a vacant plot aleng VIP Road, about

100 metres before Gate 1

» Jessore Road and VIP Road experience heavy conges-
tion between 6.30 pm and 9.30 pm due to buses queu-
ing near the Gurdwara stretch, affecting airport-bound

traffic

to eight buses at a time. Even
one bus standing on the main
road was affecting traffic flow,”
he said.

Traffic from VIP Road
towards Gate 1, Barasat-bound
vehicles and flow from Nager-
bazar converge on Jessore
Road, where six lanes taper
into two. Between 6.30 pm and
9.30 pm, buses queuning near
the Gurdwara stretch slowed
movement on both Jessore
Road and VIP Road, affect-

ing airport-bound traffic from
Ultadanga and adjoining areas.

Police have also proposed
a single-lane entry channel for
vehicles approaching from the
Nagerbazar side by removing
part of the green verge. Vehicles
will be able to turn left from
VIP Road and merge with the
existing airport entry road used
by traffic from the 2.5 No. Gate
side, reducing informal merg-
ing and waiting time.

The changes are linked

to construction of the New
Garia—Airport Metro corri-
dor. The existing “45 cut-out”
between Kaikhali and 1 No.
Airport will be shifted about
100 metres towards the 1 No.
Airport side as it falls within
the metro alignment. Once
the new cut-out is operational,
vehicles from the Nagerbazar
side will no longer access the
earlier right turn towards the
flyover. The new cut-out will be
positioned about 5-10 metres
beyond the start of the flyover
approach. Instead, vehicles will
take a designated left turn near
the airport exit that meets VIP
Road and enter through the
new dedicated lane.

“With metro work pro-
gressing, some disturbance is
expected. As a preventive mea-
sure, we are re-modifying the
traffic island so that vehicles
can turn more freely. We have
also identified a contingency
route that can be used in case of
disruption,” the Deputy Com-
missioner said.
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Fadnavis directs time-bound
completion of airport works

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Saturday directed officials to
complete the development
works of airports across the
state within fixed timelines
and called for expediting
plans for new greenfield
airports, including in the
Vadhvan-Virar region
in Palghar.

Chairing the 93rd board
meeting of the Maharashtra
Airport Development
Company (MADC) in Mumbai,
Fadnavis said the proposed
Vadhvan port — expected to
be among Asia's largest —
would be a key driver of the

state’s growth and must be
supported by seamless road,
rail and air connectivity.

He instructed the officials
to identify land at the earliest
for a new greenfield airport
in the Vadhvan and Virar belt
in the coastal Palghar district,
and to accelerate develop-
ment of existing airports in
the state in a time-bound
manner, a release issued by
the Chief Minister's Office
(CMO) said.

1MARCH 2026
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Stuck for 18hrs,
flyers protest at
B'luru airport

Bengaluru: Chaos erupted
at KIA after Nepal-bound
passengers were stranded
forover 18 hours following re-
peated diversions of an Air
India Express flight due to
adverse weather in Kath-
mandu, reports Nithva
Mandvam. The passengers
staged a protest near the im-
migration point at T2, rai-
singslogansagainsttheairli-
ne and refusing to vacate the
area. Sourcessaidaround180
passengers, including 37 peo-
ple from Karnataka, were on
all-day Nepal tour.

pKIA chaos: Other bk, P 3

BANGLORE

28 FEBRUARY 2026

Air passengers allege inadequate arrangements during halt

» Continued from page 1
{Other Book)

F l “he flight departed Benga-

luru at10.30am Thursday
and was scheduled to land in
Kathmandu at 1.25pm. Due to
poor visibility, it wasdiverted
to Varanasi.

Passengers alleged inade-
quate arrangements during
the halt. “We were made to
wait until 4.25pm and given

only a biscuilt packet,” Sud-
halkar S, a tour agent travell-
ing with the group, told TOL.

Flight gotdiverted

second time to Lucknow
The aircraft returned to
Bengaluru around 9pm. Pas-
sengerssaid they weretaken
to a hotel only at 1.20am Fri-
day and not provided proper
food. At 8.30am Friday, they

CHAOS AT KIA

were flown again to Kath-
mandu, but the aircraft was
once more diverted this
time to Lucknow — before
refurning te Bengaluru
around 9pm. “We spent Rs 22
lakh on this trip. Hotel book-
ings, bus bookings are
gone,"” said Sudhakar.
Confirming adverse

weather affecting the sched-
ule, an Air India Express spo-
kesperson regretted the in-
convenience caused to flvers
and said the affected guests
were provided hotel accom-
modation and the option of
complimentary reschedul-
ing or full-refund cancella-
tion. An additional recovery
flight is planned for Saturday,
headded.
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322k cr Metro linking
two airports okayed

Mumbai: The state govt ap-
proved the Rs 22.862-crore
Mumbai Metro Line-8 project
connecting Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Internation-
al Airport with Navi Mumbai
International Airport.

The govt cleared 40% via-
bility gap funding support
and permitted the transfer of
27.2 hectares of reserved for-
est land at Mandale for a met-
rocardepot.

Under the funding struc-
ture, the Centre and the state
will contribute 20% each —
Rs 3,446 crore apiece — while
the balance will be invested
by a private concessionaire
underthe public-private part-
nership model on a design,
build, finance, operate and
transfer (DBFOT) basis. Cid-
cowillimplement the project.
The total cost includes escala-

tion and interest during con-
struction.

The 34.9-km corridor will
comprise 9.8km of under-
ground and 25.09km of elevat-
ed stretches, with 20 stations
— 14 elevated and six under-
ground. Construction is
scheduled from June 2026 to
May 2031 NaviMumbai Inter-
national Airport Ltd will con-
tribute Rs 564 crore, while the
concessionaire’s share
stands at Rs9,773 crore. Cideo
will bear the land acquisition
and rehabilitation costs of
about Rs 2,393 crore.

The line is projected to
carry 9.82 lakh passengers
daily by 2031, rising to 17.7
lakh by 2061 The proposed
2031 fare ranges from Rs 15 to
Rs 125, subject to review be-
fore commissioning.

Manthan K Mehta
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Flights to West Asia cancelled;
avoid 11 airspaces, urges DGCA

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MNEW DELHI, FEB. 28

Flights to the West Asia
were cancelled by Air
India, IndiGo and other
domestic carriers on
Saturday, with the DGCA
directing airlines to avaid
11 airspaces in view of US
and Israeli strikes on Iran,
As airlines scrambled to
tackle the situation arising
out of the sudden closure
of airspaces in the West
Asia, hundreds of flights
were seen hovering in dif
ferent airspaces, as per
flight tracking websites.
Many flights had to be
diverted, including Air
India’s Delhi-Tel Aviv
flight that returned to
Mumbai in the afternoon.

With the disruptions
caused to thousands of air
passengers in the wake of
the Israel and US attacks
on Iran, civil aviation
minister K. Ram Mohan
Naidu held a meeting to
review the preparedness
of the aviation stakehold-
ers, including airlines and
airports.

Air India, IndiGo, Air
India Express, Akasa Air
and Spicedet have sus-
pended their operations to
the West Asia.

According to sources, as
many as 57 flights of both
domestic and internation-
al airlines were cancelled
at Mumbai International
Airport till 5.45 pm on
Saturday.

B More on Page 5
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Indian airlines cancel all flights to
MiddleEastastensimsesnalate‘

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, FEB. 28

Air India, IndiGo and
other Indian carriers
cancelled flights to the
Middle East on Saturday,
while aviation regulator
DGCA advised airlines to
temporarily avoid the air-
spaces of 11 countries.
The countries are Iran,
Israel, Lebanon, UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Oman, Irag, Jordan,
Kuwait and Qatar.
Several services were
diverted, including Air
India's Delhi-Tel Aviv

flight. With thousands of

passengers affected by
the disruntions. civil avi-

ation minister K.
Rammohan Naidu con-
vened a review meeting
with senior officials and
aviation stakeholders to
assess preparedness.

Alr India, IndiGo, Air
India Express, Akasa Air
and SpiceJet suspended
operations to various
Middle East destinations.

According to sources, 57
flights both domestic
and international — were
cancelled at Mumbai
International Airport till
5.45 pm on Saturday.

The DGCA on Saturday
advised airlines to avoid
airspaces of 11 countries,
including Iran, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, till
March 2.
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Indian carriers suspend flight ops, Al
aircraft recalled en route to Tel Aviv

5 LALITHA @ New Delhi

AIRLINES from India operat-
ing to the West Asia announced
cancellation of their flights on
Saturday An Air India flight
from Delhi to Tel Aviv was re-
called when the country de-
clared airspace closure, and
returned to India.

AirIndia Express, the largest
operator from India to the Gulf
with an average of 110 flights
daily, IndiGo, Air India and

Spicejet have cancelled all their
operations. The cancellations
may continue on Sunday
though the airlines are adopt-
ing a watch-and-wait policy.
Dite to air space closure in
Abu Dhabi and reports of ex-
plosions in Dubai, Al Express,
which operates 55 flights in
each direction, cancelled all
flights to West Asia. “We oper-
ate to Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Shar-
jah, Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat,
Damam, Rivadh, Jeddah, Sala-

lah, Al-Ayin and Doha. We've
suspended all our flights,” Al
Express source said.

Adr India suspended all its
flights from Delhi, Mumbai and
other cities to Doha, Jeddah,
Rivadh and Tel Aviv.

IndiGo =said, “Our teams are
monitoring the situation and
recalibrating the operations to
minimise disruption.” Spicejet,
which operates flights to Dubai
and Sharjah, cancelled all of
its flights.
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[ndian carriers suspend Gulf flights
as West Asian nations shut airspace

I
Rohit Vaid
it Dt

Indis-based alrlines have
suspended flights on select
intermational and Middle
East routes, citing safety as
their top priority amid the
evolving sineation  across
parts of the Gulf and the
Middle East.

The disruption follows alr
strikes on lran on Saturnday
by the US and Israel, which
resulted in retallation by the
Irankan  regime.  Seweral
Middle East and Gulf States
closed thelr alrspace, foecing
cancellation of around 200
flights of India-besed air-
lines. Qurar, Kowait, and the
UAE have closed thelr
airspace.

IndiGo s3id in a travel ad-
visory, “In view of evolvi
alrgpace restricrions aroun
Iran and Middle East, all
flights to and from Middle
East are cancelled will
o00hra.

Similarly, Alr Imdia sus-
pended flights w destina-
tons in the Middle East, cit-

g the “dm'elnpﬁ situation
I pares of the e East.™
Akasa  Alr  suspended

flights to and fram Abu Dh-
abi, Doha and Jeddah for

February 28, while Spiceler
cancelled fs  UAE-
flighta.

GULF CARRIERS PALSE

Apart from [ndia-based air-
lines, Middle East-hub carrl-
ers jsuﬂudLT Erhad and
Erirates a0 cancelled
flights to and fram ldia for
Sarurday and Sunday.

Inan :Ld'nﬂsur\- Dubai Alr-
ﬁaﬂs confirmed that all

ight operations afe suspen-
ded onril further notice. Fur-
ther, ngers were ad-
vised mot to travel o the
:m-ror: and toe contact their
abrlines for flight updares.

Diespire these disruptions,
Industry Insiders told Fusi-
nessling that flights from In-
dia o Europe, icularly
the UK, ﬁf pmmttuq: P
scheduled rill now (February
28).
“Ir is highly likely thar faw
European bound flights
might ke the Egyptian

route whereas a majority of
ulrra long haul flights are ex-
pected o be cancelled on
Sunday.

All US boand flights mey
also be cancelled though a
decision on the same is sill
pending.” industry insiders
told bustnessme.

SITUATION MEETING
Meanwhile, Civil Awiagon
Minister Km]a.mpu Ram Mo-
han Naido reviewed pre-

edness and  response
munﬂ with 5 all
stakeholders.

A high-level meering was
convened with sendor offi-
cials from the Minksory of
Civil Aviarion, the Airpoets
Authority of India, the Dir-
ecrorate General of Clvil Avi-
ation, airline operators, and

major  alrport  operators
across the coun
The meet ocussed on

passenger safety, operational
contimbty and real-time co-
ordinaton in light of mul-
tiple alrspace regtru:cinﬂs
and  NOTAMa.

across the country ]mve n
p]noedo.lmpﬂﬁ:mm.]ale
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Air India will have ‘structural
tailwinds’ in FY27, says CCO

NEW DELHI, PTI: With “struc-
tural tailwinds™, Air India will
expand its international op-
erations, optimise networks
as well as tap

premiumisa- ~ W —
tion-led growth i

in the 2026-27
fiscal, a senior executive said
on Friday.

Describing FY27 as a “con-
version year”, Air India CCO
Nipun Aggarwal said the
airline would have a credible
product foundation to com-
pete for premium share across
key markets. The Tata Group-
owned carrier is in the midst
of an ambitious turnaround
journeyas partofwhichitisup-
grading fleet, adding new air-
craftand improving services.

Emphasising that product
alone will not determine FY27
for Air India, Aggarwal said the
differentiating factors will be
reliability of the schedule, on-

time performance and the way
it handles disruptions.

FY27 is not about recovery
anditis about acceleration, he
saidand added that
the year would be
about returning to
the growth trajec-
tory thar has defined Air India
since privatisation.

“In FY26, there was a surge
in disruptions, misconnec-
tions, and flight changes which
has dented the confidence of
customers, especially corpo-
rate clients who measure air-
lines by such reliability and it
is eritical that we rebuild this
confidence,” he said in a mes-
sage tostaffon Friday.

Aggarwal said FY27 offers
“structural tailwinds™ with a
fully retrofitted narrow-body
fleet, accelerating wide-body
upgrades, strengthened global
partnerships and a sharpened
commercial framework.
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War on Iran Brings Indian
Aviation to a Standstill

Thousands stranded with close to 170 flights from India being cancelled so far

Our Bureau

Mumbai: A sharp escalation
in the military conflict betwe
en the DS-lsrael and Iran has
brought reglonal aviation ton
standstill, forcing Indian car
riers to suspend all opera
tions to the West Asia.

At least 170 flights from India
have been cancelled as of Sa
turday, leaving thousands of
passepngers stranded nnd dis
rupting one of the world's bu
giest air corridors.

“Indian carriers operating
international services have
been advised to continuously
maonitar iI]l'hIJ-.Il.'l' iIII.'l. |.‘1'I iries
NOTAMs, and route resiric
tions issued by the concerned
authorities,” India’s ministry
of civil aviation (MoCA)said

NOTAM: are notlces (o alr
maen, official alerts on nlrspa
ce and operstional changes
Alrports across Indin have be-
en placed on operational alert
o manage diversions and

Airspace Crisis

DAIl West Asia flights

suspended
IMMWWMlmm

ey Destinations Allected
Abu Dhatl, Dubai, Daha, Muscatl,
Riyadh, Jeddah, Tel Aviv

Aviation Akert

# DGCA flags “significant escalation in

security rishs”
# EASA warms of “high-risk

=

unscheduled landings.

The Tata Group-owned car
rier cancelled services to Abu
Dhabl (AUH), Dubai (DXB)
Dohn (DOH). Muscat (MCT)
Rivadh (RUHY, Jeddah (JED)
Dammam (DMM) and Tel Av-
v (TLV), among others,

“Inviewof thedeveloping si-
tuation in parts of the Middls
East, nll Air Indin flights toall
destinations in the Middle
East have been suspended.’
theairlinesaid on X.

Air India also suspended

multiple flights to Europe
and North America for
March1

IndiGo, India's largest airli
ne by market share, initially
halted operations until mid
night but later extended the
window “In view of the evol-
ving situation around lran
and the West Asla, our Might
operations to and from the
West Asin, and other select in
ternational sectors have been
suspended until 1st March
2026, 1800 hrs IST,” the carrier

l-.||Hl describing the move asa

"“proactive safety measure

Air India Express, Spiceet
and Akaasa Alr too, have can-
celled Aights on Saturday

According toagency reparts
around 170 Nights were can
celled from Dnd ba.

The Directorate General ol
Civil Aviation (DGCA) war-
ned airlines of a “significant
escalation in sccurity risks
within West Asla and Pers)
an Gulf regions”, Referring
to a bulletin by the European
Union Aviation Safety Agen-
cy (EASA), it described a
“high-risk environment for
civil aviation” and advised
opermtors (o "avold opeora
tlons” in affected airspace
unless supported by a detai-
led risk assessment. The bul-
letin is valid unti]l March 2
DGCA has marked 11 alrspa
oes In West Asin as “high
risk zone"

FOR FULL REPORT, GO TO
wWWww. economictimes.com
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Guif Airspace Closures Leave Passengers Stranded

Air India, IndiGo, Emirates and others stop flights to West Asia; flights via Gulf hubs to US, Europe hit

Anumehachaturvedi

New Delhi: With several West Asian
countries shutting thelr air space fol
lowing the US-1srael attacks on Lran
and the latter's retnliatory strikes,
oversens travel has been disrupted,
leaving thousands of passengers
strancded

Apart from Iman and Israel the
Unitex] Arab Emdrates, Qatar, Ku
walt, Irag, Jordan and Bahrain are
among those that have stopped
flights. This closes off a crucial avia-
tion corridor connecting India to Eg
rope, the US and Africa as Dubai,
Abu Dhabd and Qatar nre key hubs,

INDUSTRY EXPERTS SAY...
Thoseemployedinthe
Gulf and visiting homein
India and elsewherein
theregion are stuck for
theforeseeable future

to the Gulf and
select overseas
routes till March 1

gl troved industry associations and
industry insiders, Those emploved
in the Gulf and visiting home in In-
dia and elsewhere in the region are
stuck for the foresesable future, they
il

I iCosmbd [f wins suspending Qg
operations to the Gull and some
overseas sectors until March 1. Alr
India posted that flights to all dest-
nations in West Acia had been sus-
pended. Thousands of passengers

off a vital corridor linking indsa
with Europe. the US and Africa

AIR INDIA STOPPED ALL SERVICES
o West Asia; Emirates also am
paused Dubai operations 9

TRAVELLERS

FLIGHT SUSPENSIONS WITH
in UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, iraq, ONWARD
Jordan and Bahrain have cut

CONNECT)

REBOOKING
opti

were stranded at alrports on Satur
dax sald Subhash Goyal, chalrman
of STIC Travel Group.

“We have been getting non-stop
calls from several clients who had
connecting Mehts A lot of our oli-
ents and Delends are stuck 1 desting
thions such as Dubal, Abu Dhabi, Do-
ha and Shariah because of the con-
flict. Most of them were traveling be-
vond the Middle East,” he said. “The
Russia Ukrnine conflict did not have

the kind of consequence a crisis in
the Middle East could have. Even
during the India-Pakistan conflict,
the Middle East alrspace was open.”™

Dubni-basedd Emirates alone has
thrse-Cive cladly 0 g hts froem key il les
such as Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabncd,
Bengaluruy, using wide-bodied Boe-
ing 777s to cater to the demand, sald
Travel Agents Association of India
(TAAT) president Sunil Kuma;

“This could lead to the biggest
chaos ever in recent tinws." he sald,
‘Customers are badly hit and we are
requesting airlines to help custom-
ers by geiiing their tickets reissued
on carriersthat ave flving But that is
stbject 1o availability and, if no al
ternate options are avallable, what
can theairiines do?™

Emirates said on Saturday that it
wis suspending operations to and
from Dubsd due to multiple airspace
reglonal alrspace closures

Tour operators are coordinating
closely with alriines and oversens
pariners o minimise iIncomenience
to travellers, sald Ravi Gosain, presi-
dent of the Indian Association of
Tour Operators.
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Flights grounded as
Mideast airspace shuts

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Delhi, February 28

DOMESTIC AIRLIMES HAVE
suspended operations o the
Middle East following joint
L%- Israsl strikes on lran and
r.l.l'm‘annr Iranian retaliatory
artacks, leaving thousands of
prssengers stranded and forc
ing carriess to cancel or divert
dozensof fl |g|:|15c.

Az per flight tracking data
Iy Flight Aware, an es timaied
186 flights were cancelled by
domesticcarrlerstill 1030pm
on Satunday.

Continuved on Page 2

(LN R

m 1864lights by domastic
operatorscancelad, 505 delayed

W Alr trervel bo LUK, Europe,
Middle East, North America

foces disuption

| Civil aviation minlstry asks
carriers to monitor airspace
advisories, route restrictions

DELHI

1MARCH 2026

Flights grounded due to airspace closures over Middle-East

AMOTHER &05 FLIGHTS wrre
delayed. leaving thousands of
prssenpersstranded at check-in
counters. Alr travel between
Indla and the UK, Eumpe, the
Middle East.and NorthAmenm
Isexpected to face significant
disnuption with flights being
dnln}'u.l.l.' ancel e and rerouied
as airlines are grappling with
sgnificant operational chal

hﬂngl‘s due o the chosure of air

spaceover several Middle- East-
ern countries, inclod mng Imn,
@, Kuwait. Bahrain Qatarand
Chnean. The Minkstryof Civ iLAvi-
ationon Satundayasked domes

tic carriers to ontinuowsly
MOMLor alspaoe adwvisories,
HA 'I.-l.~1|:|.'urrl:l:l-.-nl'."ﬂl.i'l.'.ﬁ_'nt':_l..'l.ud
route restrictions issued by the
authoritdes eancerned before
making any further network
adjustments to thelr interna-
tional fights

"Airlines have bosn directed
to ensure timely erouting or
diversion of flights, wherever
rexjuired, stricthy in acoordance
wi thglobal safiety protoco lsand
established contingency plan
ning procedures; MoCAsaid in
astaterment The centml govem-
ment held ahigh-leve meeting

on I'-:-hrunqr 28 wit h sene offi

chals from MoCA, the Alrports
Authority of India (AAD), the
Directorate Gen cralof Civilivi-
ation (DGCA), alrline opemton,
and major airportopemtors to

ETSUIT NS EeT safety opera
tional continuity, and real- time
oorina tion n lgght of mukti ple
airspace mstrictions  and
NOTAMs issued In parts of the
region. Air India has suspended

all fhightsto the Middle-Eat and
announced that services to
Evurope and the East Coast of
North America wemre also
affscted due to the almpacs
restoictions The carmer diverted
itsDedhl-TelAvie Dight A113%9 10
Mumbai after Lsraeli ainpace
L'I.I.IL-L‘I.I '|\'|1||I.‘ l]l.l' JArC I:;'I[l Was
over Sandi Arabia. AnotherAir
[mfia service, AlILX6 from
Chica gato [elhi, rerouted via
Syria toavold lragl alrspace, the
airine posted on X,

IndiGo announced that it
has cancelled all Middle East
flights until midnight, dting

safety concerns, Air India
Exprossand Spicefetisuedsim
ar advisordeswarning passen
gersof dismaptions, Thealrspace
restrictions willl foree domest e
camiers to take longer routes,
avod ingthe entire siretch from
Pakistan through Img.

Aldrlineswill nowbe foreed o
fly south over the Amnan Sea
thmugh Egypt, o north via the
l':lxrlnn Lea amd Tl.lrlu-:v' These
diversions are expected to add
45 to 120 minutes to {hght
times and require airfines to
burn up to four exde tonnes of
fusd persector.
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AAIB crash report: Premature
landing attempt revealed

YARUGHULLAH KHAN
Hewe Delhi, February 28

THE ARCRAFT ACCIDENT
[mvestigation Bureau [(AAIB|on
Saturday (February 28) sbd that
the Learpt4 5 XRaircmaft carmying
former Maharashtra Deputy
Cheet Minister Ajit P, winch
crashed on Janowary 28,
ﬂll:l'm.r!tr'tl to lamd at Baramak
Adrport despite encountering
1.ri.-.ih|E|1:.' conditions that iell
significantly short of the
legal renuil pemienids,

"During the approach, the
Baramath tower—manned by
a ground instrmactor from a
loeal flight schoal using a
handheld mdio—informed
the oew that visibility was
4'-n|."|.' 1,000 mieters,” the AAIR
sald b its preliminary meport
on the accident. Satellite
imagery kater confirmed the
presence of "very shallow fog
in patches” over Baramati at
the time of the sccdant, the
AAlE added. Following the
prelimmary  investigation,
AAIR has issued mterim safe
ty mecommendationg to the
Darectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)L

I'he report states it is "rec
ommended that DGCA may
(sl I1EI.".'.L-'I:I'}' tlllﬂ'r“)il.h b
all opemtors opemting VR
{Visual Flight Rules) flights to
uncontrolled  airfields to

strictly adhere to the laid
down  standard  operating
procedures’,  Furthermore,
the AAIR sugpested that the
DGCA "enhance the knding
alds along with basie MET
{meteorological) facility at
these airports” 0 20Com md
date the moeasing number
of non-scheduled
and VIF fiights. As

The investigation

crew reported the field was in
sight and received landing
clearance, Moments later, the
Lu.JL;;il volee mcorder CAp-
tured a crew member trans
mitting, “Oh 5™t Oh 5**L.
before the aircraft banked
right and Impacted trees. The
aircraft struck the |_-:ﬂ11|.n-.1
approximately
50 meters to the

part of the inves highlighted lefi of the run

r1g.11mn,1h¢' Aall iigniﬂ:ant way threshold,

also found that infrastructure where it was

the last thme the deficiancias at destroyed |J1i:_I a

mmsay was e " an st-impact fire

carpetted al Bammati Airport ;F;w FALL'HJ:-HI:
S

Baramati Airport
was in 2016, This
has resulted @ Bded ranway
markings and loose gravel on
the surtace, Mrlllinnnl.'i':.l, the
alrfisld is lacking a boundary
wall and has minimal naviga
tional aids, with wind socks
located only at one end of the
rumway. There B no on-site
Adreraft Hescue and  Fire
Fighting (ARFF) unit, and
t‘EI.IEI:FIH.'_I' Eerces can n.'llJ'\'
be accessed upon request
from the local municipal
rnr_pr\-mfinn. the AAID sakl in
Its report The investigation
agency, in its report, found
that the MfMight sequence
imvolved an initlal linding
attempt followed by a go
around. During the second
approach to runway 11, the

imvolving aircraft
VT-55K, operated
I1:.-' MIisVSR Ventures, resul ted
In five fatalities, including
two rnrl:rlrt crew members,
one cabln attendant, and owao
PASSETVEETS, I'he 1mrﬁ1'|g.'|1'|r|n
also hizhlighted significant
Infrastructure deflciendes at
HBammati ﬁjlpﬂl‘l. AN uncomn
tmlled airfield manaped by
the Maharashtra Afrport
Development Co. The investi-
gation s ongoing with the
Matlonal Tramsportation
Safety Boamd (NTSB] of the
U%A assisting In downloading
data from the thermally dam
aged cockpit volce recorder

The AAIR has seized all
documents on the aireraft’s
airworthiness and operations
for further scrutiny.
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Air passenger
traffic up 4.36%
inJanuary

IMDINE DOMESTIC AR
passenger traffic o il

3. 36% year-on-year Lo
152490 in January over the
corresponding manth of
last year, according to
DGCAdata The domestic
carners, iIncluding four
major ones, IndiGo, Air
India Group, Spicelet and
Alasa Air, togother had
flenwn a total of 146,110
passengers in January 2025
on local routes, data
reteased by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) late Friday evening

showed PTI
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Baramati crash preliminary

report puts visibility in focus

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The VSR Aviation
chartered jet carrying Maha-
rashtra’s deputy chief minister
Ajit Pawar crashed as the crew
attempted to land in visibility of
3,000 metres, against a legal
minimum of 5,000 metres for
visual flight, the preliminary
investigation report has stated.

All five pcople aboard the
Learjet 45XR — including two
pilots, a cabin attendant and two
passengers — were killed when
the aircraft came down to the
left of Runway 1l at Baramati air-
port, struck trees and was
engulfed in fire.

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau's preliminary
report found that visibility at the
time of landing was 3,000
metres and this was conveyed to
the pilots. Visual Flight Rules,
which govern aircraft not

equipped or cleared for instru-
ment approaches, require a min-
imum of 5,000 metres.

“The visibility reported at Bar-
amati at the time of landing of
aircraft was well below the min-
ima required for VFR flight
which is 5000 meters,” the
report states.

But the report also identified
what it called systemic flaws.
The figure itself was not formally
measurcd. Baramati has no
meteorological facility. Visibility
was estimated by a ground
instructor manning one of the
airfield’s two temporary towers,
who determined the distance by
consulting a hand-drawn chart
identifying permanent struc-
tures — water tanks, a police
headquarters, a toll gate — at
varying distances around the air-
field.

That estimate was passed to
the crew of VT-SSK as they

continued on 10

Factors under scanner

AAIB's preliminary investigation into the jet crash that killed
Maharashtra deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar found the crew
attempted to land in visibility less than two-thirds of the legal
minimum — at an airfield with no weather station, no
navigational aids and no licensed air traffic controllers.

'THE CONDITIONS

hung over the airfield.

Visibility at Baramati was

3,000 metres — against a legal |

minimum of 5,000 metres
needed to land a plane at
airport without navigational
alds. Shallow fog patches

THE AIRFIELD

e approacH

The crew made one failed approach,
executed a go-around, then
attempted again. Seconds after
receiving landing clearance, they
transmitted "Oh s**t, oh s**t" the
aircraft struck trees and caught fire,

| All five aboard were killed.

Baramati has no weather station, no
selectronic landing assistance, and no
licensed ATC. Visibility was estimated
using a hand-drawn landmark chart.
The tower was manned by a flying
school instructor with a handheld
radio. The runway had not been
resurfaced since 2016. There was no

fire and rescue unit on site.

BARAMATI CRASH REPORT
descended toward Baramaii. The
crew continued the approach.

On thedr firstatiempt. the pilots
reported being "visual with ter-
rain” but unable to sight the air-
field itself, and executed a

—a procedire in which
acresw abandons an approach and
climbs away to try again. They
rejoined the creuit and made a
second approach on Runway 1L,
one end of which is a mble-top
with ground falling away sharply
below the threshold.

AL 843 a.m,, the crew reported
the field in sight. Sixteen seconds
later, the tower cleared them @
land, reporting winds as calm.
Fourteen seconds after that, the
orew transmitted "Oh St.. Oh Se..”

“The alreraft was observed to
have banked towards right before
impacting the terrain. The aircraft
firstimpacted the trees before hit-
ting the ground which is at a lower
elevation than the runway sur-
face,” the report states, “The air-
craft was engulfed in fire during
which the entire cockpit and cabin
section got burnt”

Satellite Imagery from INSAT-
3D captured around the time of
the crash showed "very shallow
fog in paiches” over Baramati, At
nearby Pune airport, 81 kilometres
away, official weather reports
reconded visibility as bow as 2,000
metres with mist during the same
period. Mumbai, where the flight
originated, was recording 2,500
metres visibility with smoke and
hame.

The report notes the tower gave
landing clearance without any
recorded challenge to the crew
over the sub-minima conditons.
That tower, the report found, was
not a licensed alr traffic control
farility. “The ATC is being handied
by the respective students|
instructors of the FTOs with hand
held RT,” It states, referring to the
flying training organisations based
attheairfleld “On the day of acci-
dent. the tower was manned bya
ground instructor of one of the
FTO."

The airfields limitations
extended further., it had no naviga-
tional aids beyvond wind socks, no
resident fire and rescue unit. and
runway markings that had faded
after no resurfacing since March
"2016. Both wind socks were posi-
tioned at the opposite end of the
runway from where the aircraft
‘was atlempiting o land.

In interim safety recommenda-
tions, the AAIB called on India’s
aviaton regulator, the Directorate
IGeneral of Civil Awiation, to direct
all operators flying o uncontrolled
airfields — those without a perma-

nent alr oraffic control facility—1to
sirictly follow standard operating
procedures, and to ensure agro-
drome operators permit flights
“only when the prevailing MET
conditons are within the criteria
laid down in the relevant DGCA
regulations.”

The regulator was also asked to
examine “the feasibility of licens-
ing these aerodromes for conduct
of safe and regulated fying opera-
tions.”

The investigation is continuing.
Flight data recorder information
Tias been downloaded and & under
analysis. Cockpit voice recorder
data, which capiures crew com-
munications and cockpit sounds,
was thermally damaged in the
post-crash fire and is being sent to
the United States for specialist
recovery by the National Trans-
portation Safety Board.

Commenting on the report,
former officials sald the report did
not “say anything substantal ®

“A preliminary report should
sef the direction of investigation. It
Iz bess of a report and more of stat-
ing data and readings,” said a
former bureatcrat who asked not
to be named. “The repart should
have spoken more about alreraft
readings as per FDR,” said another
retired official

Separately, an industry insider
said, AL Baramatl, the uncon-
rolled alrporthas a highway in iis
nejghbourhood, which is some-
times misunderstood as a runway
during poor visibility. This could
have been one such case.”
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West Asian airspace closed;

Indian airlines cancel flights

DGCA issues advisory to avoid 11 countries until March 2; airports across India put on operational

alert to manage potential flight diversions, unscheduled landings and passenger facilitation

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

ith tensions es-
calating across
West Asia on

Saturday, large swathes of
the airspace in the region
became a no-go zone, forc-
ing global and Indian air-
lines to cancel flights to the
region and reroute several
others to avoid the affected
corridors on Saturday.

India’s aviation safety
regulator, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), issued an urgent
safety advisory valid until
March 2 for all airlines to
avoid 11 countries in the re-
gion — Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Bah-
rain, Qatar and Oman.

The U.S. and Israel
launched a major attack on
Iran on Saturday, while it
retaliated by firing missiles
and drones toward Israel
and U.S. military bases in
the region.

The Air India Group,
which also includes its low-
cost subsidiary Air India
Express, as well as IndiGo
announced they were can-
celling all their flights to
West Asia until midnight
on March 1.

Iran and Israel closed
their airspace at the start of
the day, with other coun-

Go and touch: An Abu Dhabi-bound Air Arabia flight that took off on Saturday afternoon landed back at

the Thiruvananthapuram airport a while later. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tries in the region, includ-
ing Bahrain, Qatar, the
UAE, Irag, Oman and Sy-
ria, quickly following suit.
A time-lapse from FlightRa-
dar24 initially showed an
empty corridor of airspace
between Iran and Israel,
which gradually expanded
as more countries across
the region imposed
restrictions.

Passengers stranded
Major international hub
airports in the region, in-
cluding Dubai and Doha,
were also shut, leaving
thousands of passengers
stranded as flights turned
back mid-air or were can-
celled.

The Air India Group sus-
pended flights to Dam-
mam, Sharjah, Riyadh, Do-

ha, Dubai, Jeddah, Muscat,
Riyadh, Tel Aviv, Sharjah,
Bahrain, and Kuwait City.
Akasa Air said it was sus-
pending all its flights to
Abu Dhabi, Doha and
Jeddah.

Air India’s Delhi-Tel Aviv
flight was forced to turn
back early, while its Chica-
go-Delhi service took a lon-
ger routing to steer even
farther clear of Iranian air-
space, which it had already
been avoiding.

Air India Express, which
operates a large number of
Gulf-bound services, can-
celled around 110 flights to
the region. Five of its air-
craft remain stranded
there, including one de-
ployed on the Sharjah-In-
dore route.

Civil Aviation Minister K.

ol —

Rammohan Naidu and Ci-
vil Aviation Secretary S.K.
Sinha held a review meet-
ing to assess the impact on
flight operations and pas-
senger security.

“Airports across the
country, particularly major
international  gateways,
have been placed on oper-
ational alert to manage po-
tential flight diversions, un-
scheduled landings and
passenger facilitation re-
quirements. The Airports
Authority of India and priv-
ate airport operators have
been advised to maintain
enhanced coordination
with airlines for ground
handling, parking bays,
passenger amenities, crew
logistics and immigration
support, as necessary,” a
statement said.
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27 flights cancelled at
IGIA amid escalating
tensions in Middle East

Express News Service
New Dellii, February 28

IN THE wake of escalating con-
flict in the Middle East, at least
27 flights were cancelled at In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) on Saturday, affect-
ing key routes between Delhi
and several citiesin the Gulfre-
gion as well as London.

According to airport offi-
cials, 20 departures from IGIA
were cancelled, while seven ar-
rivals scheduled to land in
Delhi were suspended. Among
the departures, the highest
numberof cancellationswasin
the Delhi-Dubai routes. Six
flights to Dubai were called off.

Three flights each to Doha
and Abu Dhabi were also can-
celled from IGIA. Flights to
London Heathrow, Jeddah,
Riyadh, Muscat, Dammam and
Kuwait were also affected.

As per flight tracking web-
site Flightradar24, departing

flights faced an average delay of
18 minutes on Saturday.

Delhi airport in an advisory
posted on X stated that "due to
the evolving political situation
inthe Middle East region, west-
bound international flights
may experience disruptions or
schedule adjustments.”

“Due to evolving airspace
restrictions over Iran and parts
of the Middle East, flight oper-
ations to and from the Middle
East are currently impacted.
Passengersare advised to check
and confirm their flight status
with their respective airlines
before proceeding to the air-
port,” the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation posted on X.

Meanwhile, Air India sus-
pended all flightstothe Middle
East till 11:59 pm on March 1.
“We are closely monitoring de-
velopmentsand remain incon-
tinuous coordination with the
relevant authorities...”, the air-
line said on X.

1 MARCH 2026
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Domestic air passenger traffic
oTOWS 4.36% t0 152.49 lakh in Jan

The domestic carriers had flown a total of 146.11 lakh
passengers in Fanuary 2025 on local routes

MUMBAL Indias domestic air
passenger traffic grew 4.36 per
cent year-on-year (o 152.49 lakh
in January 2026 over the cor-
responding month of last year,
according to DGCA data.

The domestic carriers,
including four major ones,
IndiGe, Air India Growp, Spice-
Jet and Akasa Air, together had
flown a total of 146.11 lakh
passengers in January 2025 on
local routes, data released by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) late Friday
evening showed.

Gurugram-headguartered
IndiGo, which faced massive
operational disrupltions on
account of stricter norms for
phlots’ rest and duty period in

December and lost about 4 per
cent market share in the previ-
ous month, wrested it back with
63.6 per cent market share, hav-
trng flown 97.04 lakh Puﬁﬂ:ﬁ:n
during the reporting mon

O the contrary, Adr India
Group lost nearly three per cent
market share al 26.5 per cent
(40.34-lakh pastengers) sequen-
tially in the previous month,
sccording to data.

In terms of passenger load
factor, Akasa Adr recorded the
highest seat factor at 93.2 per
cent d.u:nng January 2026, while
IndiGo had the second-best at
§7.7 per cent during the report-
ing month. PLF i an airline
industry metric that measures
how much of an airline's passen-
ger-carrying capacity is used.

The overall cancellation rate
of scheduled domestic airlines
for the month of January 2026
was seen 144 per cent while
IndiGo delivered the best On-
time performance at 70.9 per
cent from six key metro air-
ports, Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Hyderabad and Benga-
luru, during the month under
review, as per DGCA data. 0
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AIRLINES CANCEL FLIGHTS TO MIDDLE EAST

DGCA advises carriers to avoid 11
airspaces amid Iran conflict

HARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The major air-
lines of India have suspended
or halted their operations to the
Middle East region as tensions
escalate in the region.

The Director-General of
Civil Aviation has issued an
advisory to these airlines, ask-
ing them to avoid 11 sirspaces
until March 2.

This comes as an indica-
tion of the escalating tensions
between Iran and the United
States.

On Satirday, Air India,
IndiCeo, and other major air-
lines of the country suspended
their operations to the Middle
East region.

IndiGo issued an advi-
sory saying that its operations
to the Middle East region are
suspended until the night. It
said that the safety of its crew
members and passengers is of
the utmaost priority.

Highlights

» On Soturday, Air India,
IndiGa, and other maojor
airlines of the country
suspended their opera-
tions to the Middle Eost
region

# Alr India also ssued an
odvisory saying that
it has suspended its
operafions to the Middle
Eost region o5 o precou-
tionary measure

Stranded possengers walt outside o terminol, amid cancellation of Mights to the Middle East due te the US
ond Isroel strikes on lran, af the Indire Gandhi Internotional [IG1) Alrpert, In New Delhi, Soturday 1]

Air India also issued an
advisory saying that it has sus-
pended its operations to the
Middle East region as a precan-
Honary measure.

Akasa Air has suspended all
flights to and from Abu Dhabi,

Doha, Jeddah, Kuwait and
Riyadh until March 2, accord-
ing to a post on X

Spicefet also issued an advi-
sory about the canceflation of
flights to the UAE.

It said that the safety of its

crew members and passengers
is of the utmost priority.

The Dvirectar General (DG)
of Civil Aviation has issued an
advisory asking the airlines of
the country to avoid the air-
spaces of Iran, Israel, Saudi

Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), Bahrain, Oman,
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, (Jatar,
and Lebanon. This comes after
the United States and Israel
launched joint operations
against Iran, resulting in surges
in the region.

The sudden dosure of the
airspace of these countries has
impacted many flights, includ-
ing those operated by other
countries. It is reported that
hundreds of flights are being
cancelled as the aidines are tak-
ing precautions.

The airports of India are
taking all the necessary pre-
cautions to handle the sudden
landings of planes.

It is advisable for the pas-
sengers of these flights to con-
tact the airlines for further
information.

Airlines are also offering
waivers for ticket reschedul-
ing and cancellations for the

affected flights.
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Flight disruptions across Kerala to continue today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i@ Kochi

ESCALATING tensions half-
way across the world rippled
into Kerala on Saturday, with
several Gulf-bound and incom-
ing flights cancelled following
sudden airspace closures across
West Asian nations.

At Kochi ailrport, 18 Gulf-
bound and seven incoming
flights were cancelled. These
included three outbound and
one incoming flight of Etihad
Alrways, two outbound flights
of Emirates, four outbound
flights of Air India Express,
five Gulf-bound and one incom-

ing flight of IndiGo, and sever-
al services of Air India, Air
Arabia, Spicejet, Akasa Adrand
Jazeera Alrways.

The airport operator, CIAL,
has urged passengers “to
verify flight status with
their respective air-
lines before procesd-
ing to the airport.”

At Kozhikode air-
port, all services to Gulf
countries remained sus-
pended from noomn, leaving hun-
dreds of passengers stranded.
These included three IndiGo
flights and four Air India Ex-
press services. Services con-

necting Qatar were also sus-

pended, as were the Gulf

services operated from Karipur
by Salalah Air

Elsewhere in Kannur, four

flights were cancelled.

Among the affected sery-

ices were IndiGo out-

bound flights to Doha

and Fujairah. In addi-

tion, inbound flights

from Abu Dhabi (Indi-

Go) and Dubai (Air India

Express) were also called off.

Disruptions are likely to con-

tinue on Sunday as well, with

IndiGo services from Fujairah

and Abu Dhabi among the ones

suspended. At Thiruvanan-
thapuram airport, eight flights
were cancelled. These included
three Air India Express flights
and one incoming service of
Etihad Airways.

Several services remain can-
celled on Sunday as well, in-
cluding Air India Express’ in-
coming services from Doha and
Dubai, and one Thiruvanan-
thapuram-bound service of
Emirates and Etihad Alrways.

“The air network has been
shut down in all of the Middle
East, and hence, all flights
stand cancelled,” a top airport
official said.
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Anxiety grips families of Keralites in West Asia

MAND] VISWANATHAN @ Kochi

ANXIETY has gripped the fam-
ilies of Keralites working in
the West Asian countries fol-
lowing the rapidly escalating
hostility between US-Israel
combine and Iran which culmi-
nated in aerial strikes in the
UAE and Bahrain on Saturday
An estimated two million
Keralites are working in West
Asian countries and their re-
mittances have been the back-
bone of the state's economy for
decades. Keralites in the Gulf
region say they have been re-
ceiving frantic calls from rela-
tives after the countries shut
down their air spaces and air-
line operators cancelled flights
to the region. However, leaders
of Malayali organisations said
there was no need to panic and
Iran was targeting only the air
bases of the US in the region.
“The UAE authorities have
issued an alert cautioning citi-
rens about a potential missile
threat. The advisory tells peo-
ple to seek immediate shelter
in the closest secure building
and to keep away from win-
dows, doors and open spaces,”

said Dileep Lal a native of Kol-
lam whao lives in Sharjah.

“The UAE Ministry of De-
fence has said that it has sue-
cessfully intercepted a number
of Iranian missiles. The au-
thorities have confirmed mis-
sile debris in a residential area
where the death of a civilian
has been reported. The missile
attack has resulted in some
damage to infrastructure. We
are safe here,” he added.

A Keralite in Abu Dhabi said
there was an attack in Abu
Dhabi and the authorities have
issued an alert. All shops and
offices have been closed and
residents have been told to en-

Two million from state
working in the Gulf

An estimated twao million Keralites
are working in West Asian
countries and their remittances
have been the backbone of the
state's economy for decades.
Keralites in the Gulf region say
they have been receiving frantic
calls from relatives after the
countries shut down their air
spaces and airline operators
cancelled flights to the region.

sure their safetv. Meanwhile,
Keralites in Bahrain said there
have been multiple strikes in
the country; but the Iran forces
were targeting US Airbase in
the region. A commercial build-
ing at Juffair has collapsed.
“We received an alert from
the authorities at 11.30 am on
Saturday and there was a deaf-
ening explosion. We are staving
at Gudaibiva near Manama and
we saw fire and smoke billow-
ing from Juffair area where the
US Airbase is located. We heard
explosions for around half an
hour. The families staying in
the area have been evacuated,”
said a native of Thrissur work-

ing in Bahrain. The Indian Em-
bassy in the UAE has issued an
advisory calling on Indian na-
tionals to avoid unnecessary
travel, to remain vigilant and to
follow safety norms issued by
the UAE authorities. The Em-
bassy of India in Abu Dhabi
and the Consulate General in
Dubai are functioning normal.

The US Mission to UAE has
issued a security alert to all
Americans in the UAE to stay
inside and ensure they have es-
sential supplies. The cancella-
tion of flights to West Asia has
affected people who have ar-
rived on leave as they will not be
able to join duty on time. Mo-
hammed Mustafa, a resident of
Palakkad who received a job
visa in Dubai was anxious as
his visa will expire on March 17.
“If flight services do not resume,
I may loze my job,” he said.

Ernakulam MP Hibi Eden
has sent a letter to External Af-
fairs Minister 8 Jaishankar
urging to ensure safety of Ker-
alites working in West Asian
countries. The war situation
prevailing in the region has left
thousands of families in dis-
tress, he said.
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DGCA issues safety advisory,
airlines suspend flights

CONFLICT DISRUPTS GLOBAL AVIATION

RAJESH KUMAR/ASHOKE RAJ
B Mew Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued a stern alert to airlines
and airports amid escalating
tensions in the Middle East, to
avoid airspaces of 11 coun-
tries, including Iran, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, till March 2, trig-
gering precautionary mea-
sures across the country's
civil aviation network.

The countries are Iran,
Israel, Lebanon, UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, Irag,
Jordan, Kuwait and Qatar.
Many airspaces are already
shut in the wake of the
attacks on Iran by Israel and
the US on Saturday. Indian
airlines have suspended their
services to the Middle East.

The DGCA said this adviso-
ry is effective immediately
and remains valid until March
2, 2026, unless reviewed or
superseded by further devel-

opments. Operators are
requested to acknowledge
receipt of this communication
and confirm that flight plan-
ning departments have been
updated accordingly. The advi-
sory has been issued in align-
ment with international safety
standards and the European
Union Aviation Safety Agency’s
Conflict Zone Information
Bulletin (CZIB), it said.
Carriers have been asked
to closely monitor all updated
Aeronautical Information
Publications (AlPs) and Notice
to Airmen (NOTAMs) issued by
the affected countries and
national authorities.

CONTINUED ON »» PG
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DGCA issues safety
advisory, airlines...

Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
and Secretary SK Sinha held a review meeting
on the impact on flights and passengers. As large
swathes of its airspace became a no-go zone, air-
lines were forced to cancel flights to the region
and reroute other westbound flights to avoid the
affected corridors.

Meanwhile, the escalating confrontation
involving Israel, Iran and the United States has
triggered widespread disruption in global avi-
ation, with airlines across Europe, Asia and the
Gulf cancelling, suspending or rerouting flights
as multiple countries shut their airspace.

Airspace closures announced by lran, Israel,
Irag, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan and
Syria have forced carriers to revise schedules at
short notice, citing passenger and crew safety
as the overriding priority.

Dubai-based Emirates temporarily suspend-
ed certain operations as regional airspace
restrictions took effect, while also stating it is
closely monitoring developments and coordinat-

ing with authorities. Pakistan's national airline,
Pakistan International Airlines, halted services
to several Middle East destinations.

Japan Airlines cancelled its Tokyo Haneda-
Doha service, while Oman Air suspended flights
to Baghdad, citing security concerns. Several
European carriers announced immediate can-
cellations. Lufthansa halted flights to Dubai,
Beirut and Oman, while KLM advanced the sus-
pension of its Amsterdam-Tel Aviv service.

British Airways cancelled flights to Tel Aviv and
Bahrain through early March, and Air France sus-
pended services to Tel Aviv and other regional
destinations, citing security risks.

Swiss carrier Swiss International Air Lines sus-
pended Tel Aviv services and cancelled Zurich-
Dubai flights over the weekend, offering rebook-
ing options and refunds to affected passengers.

Greek carrier Aegean Airlines suspended
flights to Tel Aviv, Beirut and Erbil, while
Bulgaria's national airline Bulgaria Air can-
celled Tel Aviv operations until March 2.

Virgin Atlantic stopped using Iragi airspace and
cancelled its London Heathrow-Dubai service as
a precaution. Turkish Airlines suspended flights
to Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran and |ordan until
March 2. Qatar Airways temporarily halted ser-
vices following the closure of Qatari airspace,
while Kuwait’s civil aviation authorities suspend-
ed flights to Iran.

Low-cost carrier flydubai confirmed that
several of its services were disrupted due to tem-
porary airspace closures across the region.

Meanwhile, Russia's transport authorities
announced that Russian airlines had suspend-
ed flights to Iran and Israel, with alternative
routes being planned for Gulf-bound services,
though with extended travel times.
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Flyers stuck at airports
as 900 flights cancelled

Saurabh Sinha & Manju V

New Delhi/Mumbai: The at-
tack slammed shut large swat-
hes of Middle East airspace
Saturday  paralysing the
world’s  busiest east-west
flight corridor, closing Dubai,
cancelling hundredsof flights
and forcing Indian airlines to
halt operations to the region
asregulators warned of grave
riskstocivilaviation.

Airspaces from UAE to Is-
rael were closed, grounding
hubs that funnel one-stop traf-
fichetween Indiaand the West,
Indian carriers cancelled all
flights to the region through
March 2. Tens of thousands of
passengers were left stranded
at airports, including Dubai,
as schedules collapsed.

People rush to take shelter as
warning sirens sound in Tel Aviv

Cirium data showed near-
lv 900 Middle East airline
flights cancelled Saturday,
led by Emirates group, Qatar
Adrwaysand Etihad. Aircrafi
and crews from Indian carri-
ers were stuck across the re-
gion. Air India worked to ex-
tract staff from Tel Aviv.

p-Fares soar, P 20

DELHI

1MARCH 2026

98 flights cancelled, five diverted as West Asia airspace
closes; long-haul routes disrupted, fares soar to .4 lakh

» Continued from P1

Abu Dhabi said it was
“in touch with UAE au-
thorities and airlines for tak-
ing care of Indian passengers
strandedat airportsin UAE...”
The impact rippled to In-
dia's gateways. Ninety-eight
flights were cancelled, five di-
verted at Mumbai airport by
9.30pm Saturday, including an
IndiGo Mumbai-London ser-
vice, Fares surged. A one-way
direct ticket to London touched
Rs1.4lakh for March1travel.
Airline suspensions widen-
ed through the day Air India
cancelled several long-haul
flights scheduled for Sunday
including services from Delhi,

"l"he Indian embassy in

Mumbai and Amritsar to Lon-
don, New York, Newark, Chica-
2o, Toronto, Frankfurt and Pa-
ris. Theairline said passengers
are being informed and offered
alternative travel options. Indi-
Gosald flights to and from West
Asia and select international
sectors  were  suspended
through March 1l Emirates said
it had temporarily suspended
operations to and from Dubai.
Airlines warned pilots of
intensified GPS spoofing and
jamming near conflict zones.
For Indian carriers, airspace
westof Pakistan tolrag became
off-limits. Air India sought
clearance to use China's Hotan
waypoint to bypass the Pak air-
space, arequest still pending.
Operational stress mount-

ed. All39from Delhi to Tel Aviv
turned back after Israeli air-
space closed. An Al Chicago-
Delhi flight rerouted away
from Irag. Major airports were
put on alert for diversions and
unscheduled landings, though
capacity tightened. Mumbai
stopped accepting more diver-
sions after parking baysfilled.
Europe's aviation watch-
dog EUASA issued a conflict-
zone bulletin urging airlines
not to operate “within affected
airspace at all flight levels and
altitudes”, warning that air-
defence systems, cruise and
ballistic missiles and intercep-
tion risks made the skies vul-
nerable to misidentification
and failure of procedures.
India's DGCA echoed the

warning in an urgent advisory
effective immediately through
March 2, covering flight infor-
mation regions, including Teh-
ran, Tel Aviv, Beirut, Jeddah,
Bahrain, Muscat, Baghdad,
Amman, Kuwait and Doha.
Indian airlines followed
the advisories. IndiGo jets di-
verted to Athens and Istan-
bul. The airline has about 400
crew in the region. Air India,
Al Express and Akasa faced
similar constraints. “Hotels
have been told to cover all our
meals and extend stayvs as
needed,” an Indian pilot said.
Aviation secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha reviewed the
erisis and ordered airlines
and airports to provide time-
ly information and support.
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INDEPTH
Safety challenge of charter flights

1 MARCH 2026

CHANDIGARH | 1 MARCH 2026

Deadlyair crashes inthe recent past have shifted focus from isolated failures to glaring systemic gaps

NDIA'S aviation safety record car-
ries a visible contrast. Scheduled
commenrial airfines have maint ained
arelatively stable and consistent per-
formance over the years, but the
same assurance has not abways extended to
the non-scheduled and small aireraft seg-
ment, where lapses continue to surface
with uncomfortable frequency As the
country emerges as the world's third-
largest domestic aviation market this
divergence is becoming hamder to ignore.

When two deadly crashes involving char-
ter aireraft ocourwithin a month, followed
by another serious inadent within hours,
the focus shifts from isolated failures to the
system itself and whether oversight has
kept pace with expansion.

On January 28 a Leanet 45 crashed
while at Lﬂnplmg to land n _ﬁar.mmh
killing Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Ajit Pawar and four others, Lessthan a
maonth later, on February 23, a Beecheraft
King Air C90 air ambulance flying from
Ranchi to Delhi crashed in Jharkhand's
Chatra district, leaving all seven persons
on board dead. Within a day, a helicopter
operated by Pawan Hans ditched short of a
helipad in the Andamans, though all pas-
sengers survived.

The pattern is difficult to ignore, While
scheduled airline operations remain tight-
Iy regulated and largely stable. mconsisten-
des in safety practices among non-sched-
uled operator permit (NSOP) holders,
including charter flights, private jets and
air ambulances, have surfaced repeatedly.

The scale of the sector makes this diver-
gence more consequential. The country
today handles more than 300million domes-
tie passengers annually, while hundreds of
=“scheduled aireraft operate acmss char-

s corporate and medical services, often
vond the ecosystem of large airports.

The difference lies in how these systems
function. Airlines operate on fived routes,
under layered superasion, with standard-
ised procedures and infrastrueture sup-
port. Non-scheduled operations are built
for flexibility. Flights are often arranged at
short notice, routes vary, and operational
envimnments can shift sipnificantly from
one mission to the next.

In many cases, these flights operate into
uncontrolled or minimally staffed airfields,
where air tmffic services are limited and
realtime weather inputs may not always be
available with the same reliability as major
airports. Such conditions namrow opera-
tional margins and increase dependence on
pilot judgment and procedural disapline,

Over time this fexhility has exposed
structural gaps. Aviation safety experts have
pointed to inconsistencies n maintenanee
practices, gaps in crew training, and uneven
risk assessment across operators, In certain
cases, operational derisions may also be
influenced by commercial pressures, partie-
ularky when flights invobse urgent imelines
or high-profile passengers.

As per industry experts, the imbalance is
not incdental, it is structural. The recent
sequence of incidents has also drawn atten-
tion to regulatory capacity. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), responsi-
ble for aviation safety oversipht. has been
operating with a significant shortage of
technical personnel.

Arcording to the latest data placed before
Padiament, T87 posts remain vacant out of
a sanctioned strength of 1630, leaving the
regulator to function at roughly half its
intended capacity. Internal data has also
pointed to gaps within critical divisions,
including vacancies in the air safety wing
and surveillance functions that are central
to oversight.

The issue extends beyvond a single
agency. Data presented to Parliament
shows that the Bureau of Civil Aviation

Security (BCAS) and air traffic control svs-
tems under the Airports Authority of India
are also operating with substantial vacan-
des, pointing to wider capacity constraints
arross aviabion safety and regulation,

This creates a clear systemic contradic-
tion. India is expanding aviation infrastnie-
ture at speed, adding airports, moutes and
aireraft but the regulatory and safet v archi-
tecture meant to oversee this growth is
operating with limited capacity. The issue
has been flagged repeatedly. A Parbamen-
tary Standing Committee led by Sanjay
Jha observed that aviation growth was out-
pacing oversight capacity, noting that the
regulator was often overburdened and
functioning in a reactive mode rather than
a preventive one.

Institutional processes add andherlaverto
the challenge, The DGCA functions under
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, and recruit-
ment for specialised roles is larpely routed
through the Umon Pubbe Service Comimis-
sion, 4 process that can be slow for a sector
requinn g rapid scaling oftechnical expertise.

The result is uneven surveillance, With
limited manpower, repulatory  attention
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tends to remain focused on scheduled air-
lines, where operations are larger and mone
visible Smaller operators, despite operating
in more variable and sometimes risk-prone
environments, may not abways receive the
same level of continuous oversight

The recent air ambulance crash has also
highlighted limitations in onboard moni-
toring. Several smalleraireraft, with a ma-
imum takeoff weight below 5,700 kg, are
not mandated to carry advanoced flight data
or cockpit voice recorders, constraining
both real-time monitoring and the depth of
postincident investigation,

In response to the recent incidents, the
DGCA has moved to tiphten oversight of
nor-scheduled operations. The regulatorhas
omlered sticter audits, enhanced surveil-
lance, and doser scrutiny of operators with
past safety concerns. The warning follows
back-to-back incidents, with officals indicat-
ing that noncompliance could lead to sus-
pension orcancellation of permits, signalim g
amore immediate enforcement stance,

At the same time, investipations by the
Aireraft Accident Investigation Bureau
{AATE) are underway into the recent crash-
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&5 These probes are expected to determine
technical causes and assign accountability,
while DGCA audits continue in parallel to
identify systemic gaps,

Industry bodies have also advised opera-
tors to strengthen intermnal safety checks
and reinforce standard operating proce-
dures, particulady as operations expand
into more demanding ervimnments.

India's aviation sector is growing rapidly,
but the recent sequence of incidents su g
gests that expansion, particularly in the
non-scheduled segment, may not have
been matched by a comesponding
strengthening of oversipht capacity. The
numbers placed before Parlisament malke
that gap diffieult to overlook.

A regulator functioning with nearby half’
its sanctioned strength, alongside broader
staffing shortapes across safet v systems, is
expected to oversee an increasingly com-
plex aviation network, It mises questions
on whether oversight systems will evalve
fast enoupgh to mateh that shift, or continue
to respond after incidents rather than stay-
ing ahead of them. The warning signs are
no longer isolated, they are repeating,

A Learjet 45
crashed in
Baramation
January 28,
killing
Maharashtra
Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar and
four others.
REUTERS
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