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‘Delhi Airport to expand network

to 159 destinations by 2026’

E—
Rahit Wisd
o D

Aiming to be Indin's global
miation hub, the mational
capital’s Indim Gandhbi In
ternational (MG Arport is
set b expand its netwark to
159 destinations by 2026,

ing to busnesshine,
Videh Kumar Yaipuriar, Chief
Exeostive Officer of Delhi
Intermational  Airport  Led
(DAL}, said the airpart’s ex-
pansinn will include flights
o seven new intermational
destinations — Mandls, Kr
abi, Shanghai, Guangzhou,
Manchester, Athens and
Talkyn Norim_

Along with intermational
destinations, he cited Jam
mager, lobalpur end Pune os
the three new domestic
routes. MNotobly, these new
routes will be opemated by o
mix of Indian and interna
tional carriers = Fapan Air
lines on Tokyo Marim, In
diio on Manchester, and
Argenn Airlines on Athens,
amomg others.

HUE STATUS

“This expansion strengthens
Dethi’s position as the pre
ferred gateway binking Indin
o bath enstern and western
grographies,” said Jaiporiar.

Curremily, transfer pas-
sengers, he pointed out, ac-
count fior aroand X9 per cent
of Delhi  Afrports ol
thromghpmt, up from 22 per
cemt twoyears ago - a 34 per
Cemt year-on-year incrense in
shsohute mumbers.

IDLAL expectsithis share to
oross 30 per oent in FYs,
forther reinforcing Dwdhi's
status s abub.

Besides, be revealed thai
DIAL is preparing for the
Fovernment’s  domestic-io
intermational (D20 pilot
project, beginning with the
Varamasi-Dhethi-London

wi¥ww 3

MINALS

s 2
PREFERRED GATEWAY. Currently, ransfer passengers

account for around 29 per cent of Dedl Arpor's tofal throughee,

wup from 22 per cent two years 2ga

maodel. Under the plan, pas
sengers will complete im-
migration at their origm —
such as Varanasi — and ar-
rive directly at Terminal 3
(T3} as internaticnal
[passenpeTs.

DHOMESTIC FLIGHTS
In parallel, the Fier Cwing of
T3, currently handling do
mestic fights, is being con
verted for international op
emations, with completion
slated for mid-fammmary 2021
— a shift from the earlier
December timeline.

Onoe operational, the pro
joct will increase inteToa
tioml capadity by nearly 5
per cent, giving a major fillip
o fong-hanl traffc.

Further, 2 new airside bag
Fage transfer system will
=pon be commissioned, he
said, emabling automatic
movement af hags between
T1, T and T3, thereby elim-
mating the need for passen:
gers o mommally transfer
Tuggape.

Furtbermore, the shuttle
bus frequendies between ter
minals have been improved
o every 10-1} minotes, he
smd, ndding that the upoom
ing Metro Gold Line will al
low seamiless inter-terminal
MavEment.

On the oomrem traffc
wend, Jzipurar disclosed
that during the first moath

af the current winter sched-
ule, passenger growth has
surged 45 per cent year-on
vear, reflecting mobost de
mand acrass both domestic
and international sectors.

In FYX, IGI Airport
handled 79 crore (79 mil
hion) passengers, up from 7.7
crore in FY24.

Looking abead, he sid
that DIAL's next master plan
& in the fnalisation stage. At
present, 1G] Airport’s capa
city stands st 108 miflion
passengers  per  anoum,
which can be stretched o
110-112 million through op
emational de-bottlenecking.

“Typically, ooce traffic
crosses the 1 00 millicn mark,
it iriggers the next expan
sion cycle,” Faipuriar sad,
adding that Delhi-NCR's
erveral] air traffic is expected
to maintain -9 per cemt an
mualgrowth

On the cergo fromt, BGI
Airport cootinues to handle
around ooe millon tonnes
armumlly, with volumes now
wending upward following
the reopening of China and
Indias export push onder
the Makein India initiative.

In addition, he sxd that
AL bas opplied for ap
prveal toset upa special eco
nomic zone at the arport to
crente anintegrated logistics
and carge hub, expected to
enhance efficiency.
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Bomb threat at IGI, 4
other airports a hoax;

security heightened

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport,
along with four other airports,
received a bomb threat on
Wednesday, sending security
agencies in a tizzy, before it was
declared a ‘hoax’. An Air India
Express flight also received a
bomb threat, but landed safely at
its destination, with the threat
declared a hoax too.

The threat was received at
around 3:15 pm on IndiGo's
grievance portal, with the mes-
sage shared by the airline with
security agencies at these air-
ports, officials said.

Following this, the Bomb
Threat Assessment Committee
and agencies like Delhi Police,
Fire Brigade and Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF)
combed the airport premises,
declaring the threat a hoax.

“The message warned thata
blast will take place at Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Chennai
and Trivandrum,” said an offi-
cial. “Though declared a hoax,
agencies are on alert,” the official
added.

An Air India Express spokes-
person said this happened on a
Mumbai to Varanasi flight. “All
necessary security procedures
promptly initiated,” said the
spokesperson.
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Govt mulls financial incentivesto revive ghost airports

Bloomberg

feedback @llvemint.com

India is planning to subsidize
airlines for operating flights to
dormant airports, according to
people familiar with the mat-
ter, in a bid to resurrect ghost
projects and justify the billions
of infrastructure spending it's
poured into them.

The subsidies build on an
existing initiative, called UDAN

(Ude Desh Ke Aam Nagrik), to
boost regional connectivity and
will now include airports that
have remained idle despite sub-
stantial investments, said the
people, who asked not to be
identified as the discussions
are private. Airlines will be
offered monthly subsidy pay-
ments in return for cheaper
fares to select routes—to cover
the gap between regular and
discounted fares. The pay-

ments will also be based on fac-
tors including number of seats
sold.

India’s aviation ministry
didn’t immediately respond to
an emailed request for com-
ment.

UDAN, launched in 2016, has
helped add 649 new air routes
and brought 93 airfields with
only basic infrastructure—such
as a runway—into operation.
The revamped program will

now seek to boost usage of sev-
eral newly inaugurated air-
ports, including those in Azam-
garh and Muzaffarpur, which
still have no passengers despite
having proper air-side and city-
side facilities.

While the existing program
allowed the airlines to bid for
subsidies to operate select
flights, the proposed overhaul
includes an auction-based
approach as well as a direct

incentive option that doesn't
involve bidding, the people
said.

Although countries across
Asia and parts of Africa face
similar challenges in bridging
infrastructure and demand,
few match India’s scale. At
least a dozen of India’s 140 air-
ports recorded Zero passengers
between December and March,
people familiar with the matter
said earlier this year.



AIRPL}R ISAUT HORIT'\' OF lNDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOEWNING STANDARD DELHT 14 NOVEMBER 2025

T'PURAM AIRPORT GETS  #:oweredwastenater rieligons ystem aimed at seiing
SMART WASTEWATER SYSTEM Iimssiriaswicescn e s



AIF?Pt JIRTS AUT HCH"-?#T"‘I’ L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENOW 13 NOVEMBER 2025

feeet seiee & dIc dedelH

T e = |
E%m@&wﬁsﬁaﬁ :
amﬁ%mﬁuﬂ

o T
FE TG T & A A
¥ foru fafser v =
FH T IF @G
3 TR off = e
TTE AR TR U
Y yay Tl TR e q@iﬁﬁm
mwﬁiﬁ%ﬁmaﬁmﬁwﬁw
T (o 1 TR H Werel A At
B AT 1 AR & @ 8
F O F ER i s feem a =
=it F wien o @ &) v & e
3T AT HSTETHTE 3R TR e
F TEE F a4 T ) 2
Tife 3l =y femirae iy 9 o oo
T T &) T WA o e
fr 7 =en o = g & fau
el 33 T &) fafser um =

mﬁmmwanﬁmm
feei 7o e = @n] @

AR YT T 9T 3 S S R
A & 5t et = g wen & fou
TR T A £

e AE H e o F aeE |
R YoTE o A g ande 5
fFavm s dFa g 9
el WA Vg, i SRR v i
T FE WO A 2 W & e
Fa T & A e o s afm

e 1 FEA A T FHHA D



AIRPURTS AUT HOF{IT‘I’ E_IIF INUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASIAN AGE DELHI 13 NOVEMBER 2025

Al Mumbai-Varanasi flight
faces bomb hoax, all safe

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 12

An Alr India Express
flight operating from
Mumbal to Varanas|
recelved a bomb threat
on Wednesday prompt-
ing the security agen-
cles to carry out exten-
sive searches.

The flight carrying
over 170 passengers
landed safely at the
Varanasi airport at 4
pm. The passengers
were deboarded and
the flight was
searched, So far noth-
ing was found.

“One of our flights
to Varanasi received
a security threat. In

line with protocol,
the government-
appointed Bomb
Threat Assessment
Committes was
immediately alerted,
and all necessary
security procedures
promptly initiated.
The fight landed
safely and all guests
disembarked. The
aircraft will be
released for opera-
tions once all man-
dated security checks
are completed,” an
Air India Express
spokesperson said in
a statement.

The security of all
airports have been
increased,
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SpiceJet expands operational fleet to 35
aircraft as restructuring push takes oft

Rul*ﬂ Vaid
Mew Dalhi

Budgert carrier Spicelet's air-
craft induction and un-
grounding programme has
expanded irs operational
fleet to 35 planes.

In September, industry es-
timates indicared that Spice-
Jet had only 21 of its 53 air-
craft in operation. The
number progressively in-
creased to 32 in  early
November.

Notably, the low-cost air
line had signed lease agree-
ments for several Boeing 737
aircraft to strengthen its
fleet ahead of the Winter
Schedule 2025.

The decision to lease addi-
tional aircraft was aimed at
meeting rising air travel de-
mand during the festival and
Winter season. Some of
these aircraft began joinin
the fleet inﬂctoberlvf:lq. §

TRAVEL SEASOMN. The decision to lease additional aircraft was
aimed at meeting rising demand during the winter season swren

Apart from the newly-
leased 737s, the airline de-
ploved a leased Airbus A340
aircraft on  international
routes with heavy passenger
traffic.

15 INDUCTIONS

On Thursday, Spicelet said it
had bolstered its fleet with
five additional Boeing 737
aircraft, including one Boe-
ing 737 MAX, marking 15 in-
ductions in just over a

month. This includes 14
planes added on damp lease
fincluding two 737 MAX)
and the suecessful un-
grounding and reactivation
of a Boeing 737 MAX from

the airline's grounded
inventory.
With these additions,

Spicelet’s operational fleet
now stands at 35 aircraft. All
five newly induected planes
have commenced commer-
cial operations, the airline

said, adding that the expan-
sion has significantly en-
hanced connectivity on high-
demand domestic and inter-

national routes.
Furthermore, the rapid
fleet expansion has provided

a major boost to Spicelet's
winter schedule, enabling it
o Ccater to surg SSENZET
demand durquEgngﬂgg fe:tghre
and holiday season.

As of Seprember 30, 2025,
the airline was operating 100
daily flights. With the latest
additions, daily operations
have surged to 176 Hights per
day.

“With aircraft additions
already underway and our
nerwork expanding rapidly,
Spiceletis now onacleartra-
jectory towards stronger op-
erational and positive finan-
cial performance in the
second half of the vear,” said
Ajay Singh, Chairman and
Managing  Director of
Spicelet.
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Star Air raises X150 cr in Series B to fund expansion

_—
Dir Bureau
Neew Dedini

To accelerate its ambi-
Hous expansion plans, re-
giomal zirline Star Air has
raised T150 crore in the
first tranche of its ‘Serics

B’ fundi

uingl\r, the funds
were rsum:l from a consor-
tium of margquee in-
vestors, incloding Micro
Labs Ltd, Deepak Agarwal

of Bikaji Foods, and oth-
ers. This tranche marks
the airline’s first external
fundraise as it gears up for
an expansion of its feet
and network.

Besides, the airline
planstoraise an additional
T200 crore by FY26-27 to
support  its  long-term
growth ohjectives.

As per the airline, the
capital will be wtilised to
cxpand Star Air's fleet and
route network, strengthen

its Mon-Scheduled Oper-
ator Permit (NS0OP) oper-
ations, and enhance itz
Maintenance, Repair &
Owverhaul (MRO) capahil-
ities,

IMMEDIATE GOAL

“Our immediate goal is to
connect more cities and
communities across India
with swift, secure, com-
fortable, and affordable air
travel,” said  Shrenik
Ghodawat, Managing Dir-

ector of Sanjay Ghodawat
Group. Notahly, Star Air's
fundraise comes amid a
strong growth period in
India’s aviation sector,
fuelled by rising passenger
demand and a policy push
for regional connectivity.

According to Capeain
Simran Singh Tiwana,
CED, Star Air, the fund-
raise represents 8 major
step in enhancing the air-
line"s operational
foundation.
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Air India losses drag
Singapore Airlines profits
—

L —

Bengalune Singapore Airlines
reported a sharp drop in
first-half profit on Thursday, hit
by losses at its Indian associate
Air India, higher costs and
intensifying competition across
key markets. The airline said
half-year net profit came in at
5%.239 millicn ($184.57 million)
for the sik months ended on
September 30, compared with
55742 million a year earfier.
Singapore Airlines holds a
25.1% stake in the Indian
Cafmer. RemERs
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Deceased pilot of Air
India crash not being
blamed: Centre tells SC

The deceased pilot, Captain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal of Air India, has not been blamed inthe
AAIRE's preliminary report into the June 12
planc crash that claimed 260 lives, the Centre
told the Supreme Court on Thursday. Air
India’s Boeing 787-8 Hight Al171 en route to
London's Gatwick airport was operated by
pilot-in-command Captain Sabharwal and
co-pilot Captain Clive Kunder, who lost their
lives in the crash after teking off from Alme-
dabad. The harrific incident killed 260 people,
including 241 passengers and crew on boarnd.
The top court had ssued notice to the Centre
and the Director General of Civil ASiaieRon
n plea of the father of deceased pilot Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal Ll
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Al flight faces
bomb threat

New Delhi, Nov. 12: An
Air India Express flight
trom Mumbai to Varanasi
carrying 182 passengers
received a bomb threat on
Wednesday, prompting a
high-security response
before landing safely at
the Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport.
According to officials,
the Kolkata Air Traffic
Control alerted its
Varanasi counterpart
around 3:58 pm about a
possible threat to flight
IX-1023. Security agen-
cies, including CISF and
airport police, were
immediately placed on

high alert.The flight land-
ed safely at 4:19 pm, and
all passengers were dis-
embarked before a thor-
ough security sweep of
the aircraft was conduct-

ed.

Officials confirmed that
no suspicious ohject or
activity was found during
the inspection, and the
threat was later declared
a hoax. Air India Express
said in a statement that
the government-appoint-
ed Bomb Threat Asses-
sment Committee was
promptly alerted and all
necessary security meas-
ures were taken.
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SpiceJet loss
widensto
Rs635crin Q2

NEW DELHI, PTI: SpiceJeton
Wednesdayreported widen-
ing of net loss to Rs 635.42
crore in September quarter
FY26 as multiple factors,
including foreign exchange
loss, additional expenses re-
lated to grounded as well as
reinducted aircraft and air-
space curbs, hit the budget
carrier’s hottom line,

The airline, which had
faced multiple headwinds,
had recorded anetlossof Rs
447 54 croreinthe year-ago
period and expects positive
financial performanceinthe
second halfof the current fi-
nancial year.

Excluding foreign ex-
change loss, the carrier had
anetlossof Rs 447.70 crore
in the second quarter of the
current fiscal, higher than
Rs424.26 crore reported in
the same period a year ago,
itsaidinarelease.

“The results for the sea-
sonally weak quarter were
primarily driven by impact
of recalibrating dollar-based
future obligations along
withcarrying costof ground-
ed fleer and additional ex-
penses incurred towards
RTS (Return to Service),”
the release said.
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Singapore Airlines
H1FY26 Net Profit
Plungesto $239m
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Singapore Airlines’profit
slumpsas Allosses mount

® September
quarter figure
82%lowery-o-y

FE BUREAL
Mew Delhi, November 13

SINGAPORE AIRLIMES' [514)
September-quarter  profit
declined 8206 year-on-yeir as
lossesat Air India, in which it
holds a2 5. 1% stake, wiped out
much of the group's camnings
despite steadyrevenue growth.
Net income for the three
months ended September fell
to 52 million Smgapore dollars
{55) as the carrierabsorbed the
full impact of Air India’s weak
finances folowing the star of
equity accounting from
December 2024, following the
full integration of Vistara into
Air India, $1A said its share of
results fromassociated compa-
nieswas 55417 million kowerin
the first half, almost entirely
due toAdr India'slosses,
However,theinvestment in
Arrindiais central io S[A% I“"H -
term multi-hub strategy, as it
offers ssentialacorss to oneof
the world’s fastest-growing
aviation markets. Ajr India’s
finandial pressureshaveinten-
sified degpite rising traffic and

HIGH-PRESSURE AREA

mAir India‘s financial
pressures have intensfied
despite rising traffic

and capacity, with
consolidated losses
surging 48% in FY25to

10,859 cr

u Leaving out

mEIAs
the A India nvestment
drag, 5lA's n &irindiais
core central to its
performance | long-term
showedsome | multi-hub
resilience strateqy

25.1%

stake in Air India

capacity, with consolidated
losses surping 4 8% in FY 25 to
£10,859 crore, according to
disclosures from Tata Sons.
That made it the largest loss
maker across all Tata Group
comm pan kes for the year,
Theaidine has also been hit
h}- the aftermath of a |.|r.‘||:l|:|.-
Junecmsh that klled 260 peo
ple, one of the world's worst air
disasters. 1t is now seeking at
least ¥10,000c roreinfinancial
suppart from Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, according

to reports. During FY25, the
partners  jointly  injected
9,558 come into thecamier to
meet  @mpital  expenditure
needs, with SIAcontributing a
larger share. Air India is in the
earlystagesofa five-year trans-
formation progranmes inwabe -
ng fleect ||E'3""“-|"-“"| operat onal
mtegration and  service
improvements, a process SIA
said it remains committed to

SUpport.

Continved on Page 9

Singapore
Airlines' profit
slumpsasAl
losses mount

DESPITE THE STRAIN from Alr
India, 51Asabd that underlying
atr-travel demand remains finm
hending imto Q3. The group flew
arecord 10, 5 muillion passensers
in the September quarter,with
bothitsflagshipbrand and bod-
get arm Scoot operating fuller
flights. Scoot, in particular, con
tinued to benefit fromthe shut
down of oval |etstarAsiain fuly,
keeping itsload factors above
9 for six straight months,
Leaving out thedlr India drag,
SIA% core performance shiowed
some resili ence, Quarterhy rev
enuemse 2 24 toS54.9billion,
supported by steady passenger
growth even asylelds slipped
Jkstn 9 H.'illl.g.aim.re‘ cents per
kilometre. Opemting profit
mcreasedalmost 2 3%4t055 398
million as fuel costs eased and
expencesstayed broadiyfat.
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Al crash: AAIB
report doesn't
blame pilot,
Centreto SC

PRESS TRUST OF IMDIA
Mew Delhi, Novemnber 13

THE AIR INDIA pilot has not
been amed inthe AM B pre-
liminary report into the June
12 plane crash that clainsed
250 lives, the Centre told the
Supreme Court on Thursday:

A bench of Justices
Surva Kant and [oymalya
Bagehi was told by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehts that the
Aircraft Acodent Investigation
Board (AALB) probe team into
the plane crash was formed
under the nternational
regime and there is a satutory
provision forit

Justice Bagehi sald, "The
AAID inguiny isnot for appor-
tion blameonamyone. 1t only
to darify the cause so that the
same does not happen again™
Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for an NGO, gaid
thata p..1|.1|]|.~| nguiry should]
bedone ke a court of inquiry
into the accident of such a
major scale,

He said that a pilot feden-
thon has stated that these alr-
planes cannot be trusted amd
there 15 ahuge risk on people
fhying in theirairoaft.

Justice Kant said these pro-
ceedings should not become a
fight between one airline ver-
susanother airline, and asked
Mcehta to file the response to
the plea filed by the father of
the deceased father
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SpicelJet loss widens to 635 cr in Q2;
eyes better performance in Oct-March

PTI
NEWDELHI
e

Spicelet on ‘Wednesday
reported widening of net loss
to Rs 63542 crore in
September quarter FY28 as
multiple factors, including for-
eign exchange loss, additional
expenses related to grounded
as well as reinducted aircraft
and airspace curbs, hit the
budget carrier’s bottom line.
The airline, which had
faced multiple headwinds,
had recorded a net loss of Rs
44754 crore in the year-agp
period and expects positive
financial performance in the
second half of the current
financial year,
Exrluding foreign exchange
loss, the carrier had a net loss
of Rs 44770 crore in the sec-

The airline also said
that continued
airspace restrictions
negatively impacted
operations

ond quarter ofthe current fis-
cal, higher than Rs 42428
crore reported in the same
period a year ago, it said in a
release.

“The results for the sea-
sonally weak quarter were
primarily driven by impact of
recalibrating  dollar-based

futire obligations along with
carrying cost of grounded
fleet and additional expenses
incurred  towards  RTS
(Return to Service),” the
release said.

The airline also said that
continued airspace restric-
tions negatively impacted
operations and resulted in a
sharp escalation in operating
costs, further weighing on the
quarter’s performance,

Spicelet incurred costs of
Rs 120 crore melated to the
grounded fleet and expenses
of Rs 30 crore with respect to
aircraft that returned to ser-
vice

Total income in the latest
September guarter fell to Rs
835.31 crore from Rs 107821
crore in the year-ago period,
as per a filing to the BSE.
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HOAX | Bomb Threat caused emergency landing of Air India flight

Jet diverted to isolation
after email threat

UP State Bureau

Delhi, Mumbai,

WARBNAS|

Panic erupted at Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Alrport
in Vamnasi on Wednesday
after an Air India Express
flight from Mumbai made an
emergency landing following a
bomb threat The warning,
received through an email,
claimed that an explosive
device had been planted
on board.

According to officials, Air
India Express flight [X-%42 had
taken off from Mumbal early
in the morning and was near-
ing Varanasi when the local
Air Traffic Control (ATC)
received the threatening
email. The message alleged
that & bomb was hidden inside
the aircraft and would be det-
onated mid-air. ATC Immedi-
ately alerted the pilots, who
requested priority landing
clearance,

The plane landed safely at
1:14 am. and was directed to
the isolation bay to ensure

176 passengers
evacuated safely
after threat email
sparks airport-
wide alert

safety for other aireraft and
passengers. Emergency ser-
vices, including fire brigades
and bomb disposal units,
rushed o the site. All 176 pas-
sengers and crew members
were safely evacuated from the

alreraft, and no injuries were
reported.

Security personnel from
CISF, ATS, and airport police
sealed off the area while a
detailed search of the plane
began. Bomb disposal experts
conducted a thorough inspec-
tion, but no explosive device
was found in the initial sweep.
Officials, however, confirmed
that operations would remain
suspended until the aireraft
was completely cleared.

The email threat also men-
ticned possible attacks at air-

ports  in
Chennai, and Hyderabad
Following this, security was
tightened at major airports
nationwide. Cybercrime units
and intelligence agencies are
now tracking the source of the
email, which appears to have
been routed through multiple
proxy servers to conceal the
sender’s identity,

Varanasi Airport Director
confirmed that the situation
was under control but empha-
sized that all precautionary
protocols were being followed
“Passenger safety isour utmost
priovty, and every standard
security procedure has been
activated,” he stated.

The incident comes days
after an explosion near Delhi’s
Red Fort metro station
prompted nationwide vigi-
lance. Officials have not ruled
out a coordinated attempt to
create panic. Airport author-
itles resumed limited oper-
ations later in the evening after
ensuring full security clear-
ance.
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Air India crash investigation
aimed at finding cause, not
apportioning blame, says SC

Erishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday clarified that the
ongoing  investigation by
the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) into
the Air India Flight 171
crash at the Ahmedabad
airport, killing 12 crew
members and 229 passen-
gers on June 12, was not
meant to  “apportion
blame” but to unearth
“what” caused the acci-
dent, and to safeguard
against future tragedies.

Appearing before a
Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalva Bagehi,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said the govern-
ment  “understands  the
feelings” of the father of
Commander Sumeet Sab-
harwal, one of the pilots on
the aircraft.

Pushkarraj Sabharwal,

The debris of the Air India
alrcraft that crashed in
Ahmedabad on June 12,

represented by senior ad-
vocate Gopal Sankarana-
ravanan, along with the
Federation of Indian Pilots,
had moved the top court
seeking an independent
and judicially monitored
probe into the accident.
His petition was triggered
vy “nasty” reportage abous
his son and rumours of pi-
lot error.

His petition followed a
preliminary  report, pu-
blished in the media, con-

taining a verbal exchange
between the two pilots,
caught on the flight's black
box. In this, one of them
had reportedly asked
about the fuel switch being
cut off, while the other re-
plied that he had not
switched it off.

Ministry note

“There is no blame attri-
buted to anyone. As a mat-
ter of fact, after the interim
report, which had to be gi-
ven mandatorily within a
month of the accident ac-
cording to  international
standards..., the Ministry
of Civil Aviation had issued
1 press note,” Mr. Mehta
submitted.

Justice Bagchi said the
purpose of the inguiry was
not to assign blame. “The
object of the probe is to
clarify the cause and give
recommendations so that
such a situation does not
arise again,” he observed.
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Star Air raises X150 cr.
for fleet expansion

BE‘\ GALURU

Bengaluru-headquartered
regional carrier Star Air
said it has raised 150 crore
in a Series B Round Fund
fior tleet expansion.

The funds were from a
consortium of marquee in-
vestors  including  Micro
Labs Lid., Deepak Agarwal
of Bikaji foods, and others,

The airline of the Sanjay
Ghodawat Group plans to
raise another £200 crore.

The funds will help the
airline to prow its fleet, Star
Air said in a press state-
ment.

The airline plins to
Erow o a 50-aircraft feet
by 2030, according to its
CED Simran Singh Tiwana.

The airline today has
nine aircraft.

14 NOVEMEEER 2025
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& Himhustan Time:

AIR INDIA LOSS
HURTS LARGEST
SHAREHOLDER SIA

Abhished Law

A W E e e

MNEW DELHI: Lemises i Adr lidin
have cmised Lhe profit of (i
lorgest sharvholdes, Sihgapan:
Alrtnes, 1 plunge b the six
momihs ended Sepiember
Sngapare’s flag arder’s nei
profit dropped &1.8% yeor-on-
venr to SEE million for the
ApritSepiember period, nooomd
ing i b smicenent. K aimriboed
thst docline boaccouniing oases
primarily From Is associobe
conrpany Alr Indla where Sing
apare Alrlines owne a 25.0%
ity
" bl the Group's ehi

onyiar, ot
lidia’s |osses wikich were fal
Il i ihe previous venr
et pEalil,” i aald 16 6 skate
miefil

Larewrst inferest incuine owing
i bower cash balances and
inferest rabe ouls weighed on
pradiis, Sevgupone Airtines' .
und-quarier net profic fell
over & vear earlier so 55T ma-
lion. This v largedy doe to the
“share of results of associated
compani es” (5525 miliom) and
& bwwer imierest income {down
S84 millioa ).

It's unclesr o the emire los
ol assoctated (Trems is linked o
Alr Indis Inilis's soeond-langes
mirlime wiih g I

mmEnisry of
anil s Fec
e bers. Priesioosly, Tata Song
aid Singapure Alrlises jodnily
ownesl Vistar {in India) noa
SlS raten. Posi acjubsiion ol
Alr knlia in T2, and sohse-
guent. merger of Yistara m
Wovember 2024, Singapore Al
lines saw (i3 eguliy stnke
reworked ol 25.1%, with Tam
Sons bokding 7450,

Singapore Alrlines, with s
gty stalke, has one board sem
st Alr Indiaa position currently
heldl by es chbel exeouive offi
ver Got Choan Phang.

The airline pnvested over
BRI g inch il Cip
Flers recapialia w1 F
FY25, the Tea-owiked Al
oV rose 15% o
cror, bl it el ks
ikt b TR BS B eruie




AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

14 MNOVENMBER 2025

(I Hinhustan Times
No blame being
assigned in Al-171
crash probe: Govt

Utkerch Anand

LUCET S

HEW BEILHE The Centie oi
Thiiirsday tokd the Safiein
v s, e veims ™ s CLETI
o appormen hilame on anyone”
ini the onguing invesiigatson by
tha Siferall Accidenl lnvestigs
tinn Boarnd {AATR ) Inoo the Alr
I Boeing 78T Dreamdiner
crash on June 1 that kilied ower
50 pecae, (ven i i conl S0
clarified thar o obert ol such
Inquiries was i asoeriain che
e of e traggedy ol et
s fenes — @ i N
respoiadslivy or ssslgn il

Appearing for the Centre.
Soicibor Gemeral Tushar Mehta
aaid Vhat ehe investigitann wis
hedng condiscted in acceedance
writh imierntonal ol aviation
norms-and tha there existes o
“ehrr roghme” under the Iber-
inational Chl A iation O gun b
tinn (ACAL] conventions.

“Fhere is an international
conveiinn, & regen in plad,
ared mmindatary Sleps o e
Jeweeal i o of ar crash bmvess
tgmtions" Mebts swbodived
befoie a bevch of fustios Sarm
Kani anil Joversilvn Bageha

"Ruppase soeme [orelgmers
were also viciime Those coun-
iries semd their fepresesdaibee
T thie it bistlon, Thire & i
hlame mitribited 0 anyone
Sinor there was some misoom-
teption sfiey the prefiminary
et e Pty of Civil A
1in ke o press nme o ey
Img that mp one Was been
hhamed.” he added

The Bench, while mEsuing
niice nn o petdion fead by the
Taither of Capiain Sumert Sab-
horwal. one of the plots whi
ik i 1
U thi AATE'S gl ry i sl foe
3 sonkng bisme” but for
ideniifring conses and Eng
fevammendations i cosun
sich incidens do nof i

“The piarpose ol the AAIRL
inquiry 85 mot to appartion
blarre Iis wlaject is 1 cinrify the
enlse BN give recomanendn
thnns s tha thie saee does no
happen again,” s the bench,
graniing the Conitre S tn fe
[T ——

Senbor adwocne Gopal Sanka
ranarayaman. appenring for

Lawere L o

Plenssughi cour-muniored
prutssinin the A7 erash. =

[arher of thedeormsed pilot ani
the Frdemtion of Indian Plots
however, conienderd thas the

i wa Tar Bai &
CAT-mandated
simncdinrds. ~The regime chat Mr
Mehin refers 1o his ot been
prexuerly BB, That is (s
oo hesald.

Advorme Proshant Bhushan,
arguing for NGL Safety Matiern
Femidation, canlended that a
exnrgaf Iy, and nol sy
an AAIE prote, was requined o
an acviderst of such mognitude

Eitusdeyn sbanit el thal -
el “systeemie Bl in Boeing
THT alreradt haed been repormed
simwoe the oo and that contin-
b b oo e meaded witoun
d compielesive lmpiry posial o
risk io all passergres “Every
body Nying in these alrora s m
rish. The pliis’ sesoczition heas
waded ety el 1 b ookl
Immetisely,” hie silil

Mehin urged the coart o
allow (he Erepstigmion W pro-
dwed unhinderal, ew i
that “smy interierenee might be
counter-productive o the
Tosesed cvestigation thai s
oo, L el i
Iy oreare panic.” he sedd,

The bench responded that i
dicd not wish 0 “pre-judse any-
g™ nErmne e
e o Thie e of thie Contre's
Tomth comiing resporse. "1 showld
it bt ke Fighd beetwesen e
ading,” the comrl el
tazlare duiming the mamer,

The plea by Capisin Sabfar-
wail's father and the Federation
al Tndian Pilots has soughe
enurt-monitoral drvestigaing
Into the huse 12 orash, arguing
that the prelimisary ASIE find-
g sugpeding posslde “hissan
ernar” wire defeative and

ol evidence ol a podenilal
elertrical or systems filure.
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AirIndiacrash
probe aims to find
cause, not assign
blame: Top court

Express News Service
New Delhi, November 13

THE SUPREME Court said
Thirsdiythepirposealthe in-
quiiry by the Aocident Investign-
tion Burean (AAIR) into the
June 12 erash of an Alr India
Beetng Dreamd iner i Ahmerls-
bad. which killed 260 people,
Wik Aol Lo appartion espond-
hility baat to clanfy the couse
and sugpest Improvements (o
avoid such accidents,

Abench presidid by Justice
Suryn knnd was hearing peti-
tions, including one by the
fatherof one althe deceased pl-
lots, whio lost his life in the
emsh, The [ather has con-
tended thist the preliminery in-
QLErY o wWas rying o impdi-
ciute the piots

“The supplemenisl Central
Eovemment imvestigntion mny
2o Into the question of respon-
st iy, Justice Joymakya Bag-
ichd, who was pan ofa two-judge
bench, said,

Appearing for the Centre,
Sollciior Generd Tushar Mehes
=said, " lunderstand the el ngs
af the father No blame is at-
Tribited toanyone, Asn mafier
of fact, after the Interim repor,
whiichismamdatory within one

manth, &% péer inlernatbonl
standards, since there wis some
midsonception, the Mintstry ol
Chvil Aviation lssued a press
fil e that there B blame al-
tributible to amyone.”

Sendor Advocate Gopal San-
karanarayandn who repre
serted the pllot's father, sadd,
“Our apprehension is the re
gime (on the kind of inquiry
that should be done alter a
plamne crush) that Mr Mehes has
mentioned has not been fal-
lowed. That's the pmblem. In
Enct, that rist b foBowed”™,

Mehtasatd, "Any interfer-
ence by anyone cin be counter-
productive to ngood, vabid, and
really focused mvestigaton
which is poing on™

Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shinn, nppeanng forthe sdation
safety NGO Safety Matters
Fotimdation p|1'i|'||1'l| oL that
the azsociation of plots had
Mngped the iskspsoanted with
Aying In Boeing 787 planes and
demanidead thar all such (Hghts
be prounded immediatedy.

Justice Kant remarked, "It
should not Jook lilae a fght be
tweenalrines” The SCdinscted
the governmment o file a
counter-afidavit in responiseto
all the petitions inthe marter.
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Air India loss hurts largest shareholder SIA

T T T—

abhishek lawglivemint com
NEW DELHI

osses at Air India have
L caused the profit of its
largrest shareholder, Sing-
apore Airdines, to plunge inthe
six months ended September,
Singapore’s flag carrier's net
profit dropped 67.8% vear-on-
vear to 55239 million for the
April-September  period,
according to its statement. It
attributed the decline to
accounting losses primarily
fromits associate company Air
India, where Singapore Air-
lines owns a 25.1% equity.
*..while the Group’s share

of results of associated compua-
nies was 55 417 million lower
year-on-vear, notably reflect-
ing Air India's losses which
were not included inthe previ-

nies" (55295 million) and a
lower interest income (down
5542 million).

It sunclear if the entire loss
of associated firmsislinked to

ous year net Air India. India’s
profit.”itsaidina Singapore second-largest
statement. Airlines' net profit airline witha 27

Lowerinterest  fall 57.8% on-year mirket, is a pri-
income owing to ¢, 66939 million in vately held entity
lower cash balan- the first half of and submits its
ces and interest EY26. hit by Ai results annually
rate cuts weighed : by Air to the ministry of

on profits. Singa-
pore  Airlines's =
second-guarter

net profit fell 82.1% overa year
earlier to 5552 million. This
was Largely duetothe “share of
results of associated compa-

India's losses

corporate affairs
= and does not dis-
close guarterly

numbers. Previously, Tata
Sons and Singapore Airlines
Jointly owned Vistara (in India)
in a 51:49 ratio. Post acouisi-

tion of Adr India in 2022, and
subsequent merger of Vistara
in November 2024, Singapore
Airlines saw its equity stake
reworked at 25.1%, with Tata
Sons holding 74.9%.
Singapore Airlines, with its
equity stake, has one board
sesat at AirInadia, a position cur-
rentlv held by its chief execu-
tive officer Goh Choon Phong.
The airline invested over
16,300 crore in the merged
carrier’s recapitalisation plan.
ForFY25, the Tata-owned Air
India’s revenue rose 15% (o
178,636 crore, but its net loss
widened to 110,858 crore.
For an evtended version of
thiz story, ga fo livemint.com.
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Pilot of Ahmedabad plane crash
not being blamed, Centre tells SC

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The deceased
pilot, Captain Sumeet Sabhar-
wal of Air India, has not been
blamed in the AAIBS prelimi-
nary report into the June 12
plane crash, the Centre told the
Supreme Court on Thursday.

Air Indias Boeing 787-8
flight AII71 en route to Lon-
don’s Gatwick airporl was
aperated by pilot-in-command
Captain Sabharwal and co-pilot
Captain Clive Kunder, who lost
their lives in the crash after tak-
ing off from Ahmedabad. The
horrific incident killed 260
people, including 241 passen-
gers and crew on board.

The top court had issued
notice to the Centre and the

Director General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) ona plea of Push-

karaj Sabharwal, the father of

deceased pilot Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal.

Pushkarmj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
moved the Supreme Court for
a court-monitored ingquiry
headed by a former apex courl
judge into the crash of Air India

flight AT171 in Ahmedabad.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Iu].'rnal].'a Bagchi
was told by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta that the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Board
[AAIB) probe team into the
plane crash was formed under
the international regime and
there was a statulory provision
forit.

“There is an international
convention. Theres an inter-
national civil aviation organ-
isation. They have prepared
mandatory steps 1o be taken
in case of an investigation into
air crashes. There i a regime in
place. “Some forelgners are also
victims. Those countries also
send their representatives in
the investigation. | understand
the feelings of the father but
there i no blame attributed to
anyone in the interim report,”
Mehta said.

He added that blame has
nol been attributed o any-
one in the preliminary report
of AAIB and stated there was
some misconception about the
pilot’s error after the release of
an interim report.
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Pilot not blamed in plane crash: Centre

Verdict reserved on Covid vaccine deaths

The Supreme Court reserved the judgement on petitions seeking
compersation from the Centre for the deaths allegedly caused by

SUCHITRA KALYAN WOHANTY
I e Diali

THE Centre on Thursday told
the Supreme Conrt thol the de
ceased pilot, Captain Sumest
Sabharwal of Alr India, or any-
o hikg not been Mamed inthe
AAIBs preliminary report imo
the June 12 plane crash in
Ahmedabad that elaimed 20
lives. The top cowrt husd issued
mtiee to the Centre and the 1)
rector General of Civil Avia-
ton (DGCA) on a ples of Push-
karaj Sabharwal, the nther of
the deceased pilat, Pushkara)
and the Federation of Indian
Plots moved the 5C for a manl
tored inguiry into the plane
crash headed by a Brmer apex
eonirt Jud g

A bench of Justices Surya
EKnant and Joymalya Bagehi was
told by Sollcitor General Tush
ar Mehta that the Aircraft Ae-
cident Investigation Board
(AAIR) prabe team into the
plane crash was formed umler

TLRET
N |1
5] A

the intermational regime and
Uhi=re was o stad i ory provision
lor it

*There 18 an lnter national
conventlon-—an international
civil aviation organisation
They have prepared mandatory
alepa to be taken In case of an
imvestipation into alr crashes,
There 15 o regime in place,
Some forelgners ame also vie
tims_Those eouniries also seml
their representatives Inthe in

vestigation. | understand the

feelings of the father bat thers

Covid-19 vaccines. After headng a detaled argument
h-um the petitioners’ Lavwyer. Colin Gonsal ves, and

" Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, a two-{udge bench of
the apex court has eserved the verdict. The

. petitioners also sought an expert committee
formation to inguke into the adverse effects of
Cowid vaccination

is no blame attributed to any-
amie I the inte rim report,” e
hita said

Justlee Bagehl said, "The
ANTH Ingquiry 1 not for appor
tioning blame on anyone, 1t s
only 1o darify the causs so that
18 dism't e pet,” Senior advo
cate Gopal Sankarmnarayanan,
appearing for the decessed's In-
ther, aaid rules for @ falr probe
were nol being followed. “The
riglme that Mr Mehin his men-
tioned has nol been followed.,
That's the problem,” he said.

SC: No mining in
wildlife sanctuaries
and national parks

EXPRESS NEWE SERVICE i Mew Dot

THE Sugremie Court on Thurs-
day directed that no mining ac-
tivities shall take place within
national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries and in theirradios
of 1km. Pronouncing the ver-
et o two-jutge bench of the
apex court, comprising Chiel
Justlee of India B R Goval ond
Justies K Vinod Chanelean, ob
served that though such a re-
striction on mining was im
posed with reapect toGoa th the
Goa Fourudation case, there was
a neied do exctend [t pan-India,
The SC directed the
Jharkhand govermment to no-
i 126 compartments inSaron-
a forestares as a wildlife sane-
tuary within three months.
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AIRTRAFFIC
SURGE LIKELY
FOR YEAR-END
AlrMav officials expect ai
wraffic to peak on 19-20
December, with the return
floww on 3—4 January, The
operator anticipates
handling about 4,930
flight= dally, totalling
nearly T7.000 during the
holiday pesiod, with Ball,
Yogyakarta and Lombok
seeing the heaviest
demand. To manage the
surge, Alriay has
optimised |5 network
management cenire,
ndjusted aif-capacity
settings and eoordinated
slots and airport hours,
Safety teams will increase
manitoring for extrems
wea ther, yolcanie ash
wildfife harards and
cyberthreats to ensure
smanth year-end travel
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Air India diverted to Varanasi over threat

ASHOKE RAJ
W New Dethi

For passengers aboard an
Air India Express flight on
Wednesday, what began as
a routine journey guickly
turned into a tense and
unforgettable experience.
The fight, which was en-
route to Varanasi, made an
emergency landing after
the crew received a bomb
threat mid-air.

According o travellers
on board, the cabin crew
remained calm and profes-
sional as they followed all
safety procedures. The
dircraft landed safely
at Varanasi Airport,
where emergency teams
were already waiting on
the runway.

An Air India Express
spokesperson confirmed
that standard security pro-
tocols were immediately
activated once the threat
was received. "One of our
flights to Varanasi received
a security threat. In line
with protocol, the

Government-appointed
Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee was immedi-
ately alerted, and all neces-
sary security procedures
promptly initiated. The
flight landed safely and all
guests have been disem-
barked. The aircraft will
be released for operations
once all mandated

security checks are com-
pleted.” — An Air India
Express Spokesperson.
After landing, passengers
were safely guided out of
the plane and taken to a
secure area while bomb
disposal squads and airport
security teams inspected
the aircraft. No Injunes were
reported, and authorities

have not found any explo-
sives so far.

The incident has sparked
concern among frequent
flyers, many of whom are
urging airlines and airport
authorities to strengthen
threat response systems
without causing panic or
delays. Travellers also
praised the quick action of

the flight crew and airport
staff, crediting them for
ensuring everyone's safety.

Flight operations at
Varanasi Airport continue
under increased security,
while Air India Express
awaits clearance to resume
normal services once the
aircraft is declared safe.

The incident comes at a
rime when security agen-
cies across India are already
an high alert. Following the
recent car explosion near
Delhi’'s Red Fort that
claimed several lives, mul-
tiple states have tightened
Security at airports, railway
stations, and other public
places. Police forces in
major cities such as
Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, and Kolkata
have intensified checks,
with additional surveillance
at transport hubs and
crowded marketplaces.
Travellers have reported
seeing more security per-
sonnel and stricter baggage
SCreenings at airports
nationwide.
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GPS interference reported

in Mumbai airspace

ASHOKE RAJ
B Naw Dalhi

Alter Delhi, SHAEEH author-

ities have issued an alert
waming pilots and air traffic
controllers of possible GPS
signal interference in the
skies near Mumbai, amid
heightened concerns owver
cyber threats targeting avia-
Hon systems.

The Notice to Airmen
{NODTAM], walid [Irom
November 13 ta 17, cautions
aircraft operating within the
Mumbai Flight Informartion
Region [FIR) about potential
disrupthons in satellite-based
navigation systems.

Piloes have been advised vo
exercise "utmost caution”
and be prepared for possible
loss or degradation of GPS
signals along two key Air
Tralfic Service [ATS) routes —
Le39 and P574. "GPS signal
interference|loss reported
on ATS L639 and P574 In
Mumbai FIR. All aircraft o
exercise caution,” the
NOTAM reads.

The alert follows recent
incidents of suspected GPS
spoofing, which disrupted
air traffic operations owver
Delhi last week, leading to
delays and diversions for
nearly 36 hours, In response,
the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation |DGCA) has
directed all airlines, pilots,
and Air Traffic Control units
to report any instance of
GPS signal manipulation or
interference within 10
minutes of detection. The
Mational Security Advisor's
Difice, headed by Ajit Doval,
is currently investigating the
Delhi incident.

Experts say such [nterfer-
ence could indicate spocfing
or [amming—techniques
used in cyberattacks to
mislead pilots and navigation
systems by transmitting false
positional data. Aviation
securlty analysts have
warned that disruptions of
this nature can pose serious
eperational and salety chal-
lenges.

The warning was [irst
flagged publicly by Damien
Symon, a geo-intelligence
analyst with Intel Lab, who
noted on X [formerly Twitter)
that India's NOTAM followed
“reports of similar interfer-
ence observed around
Mew Delhi.™

In a separate develop-
ment, Adr india's
Toronto-Delhi flight (ANES)
recelved a bomb threat while
en route to the capital on
Thursday. The airline later
confirmed that the threat
was a hoax.
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Deceased pilot of Ahmedabad plane crash not being blamed: Centre to SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Dalhi

The deceased pilot, Captain
Sumeet Sabharwal of Alr
India, has not been blamed in
the AAIB's preliminary report
into the June 12 plane crash
that claimed 260 lives, the
Centre told the Supreme
Court on Thursday,

Air India's Boeing 787-8
flight AlI71 en route to
London's Garwick airport was
operated by pilot-in-
command Captain Sabharwal
and co-pilot Captain Clive
Kunder, who lost their lives in
the crash after taking off
fram Ahmedabad. The horrif-
ic incident killed 260 people,
including 241 passengers and
crew on board,

The Supreme Court had
issued notice to the Centre
and the Director General of
Civil Aviation {DGCA) on a plea
of Pushkaraj Sabharwal, the
father of deceased pilot
Caplain Sumeet Sabharwal.

Pushkaraj Sabharwal and
the Federation of Indian Pilots
mowed the Supreme Court for
a court-monitored inguiry
headed by a former Supreme
Court judge into the crash of
Air India flight A7 in
Ahmedabad.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
was told by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta that the Alrcral

Accident Investigation Board
(AAIB) probe team into the
plane crash was formed
under the international
regime and there was a
statutory provision for it

“There is an international
convention. There's an inter-
national cvil SHaHGH organ-
[sation. They have prepared
mandatory steps to be taken
in case of an investigation
Into alr crashes.

There is a regime in place.
“Some foreigners are also
victims. Those countries also
send their representatives in
the investigation. | under-
stand the feelings of the
father bue there is no blame
attributed to anyone in the
interim report,” Mehta said.

He added that blame has
not been attributed o
anyone in the preliminary
repart of AARIB and stated
there was some misconcep-
tion about the pilot's
error after the release of an
interim e port.

“The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has issued a press
note saving that blame was
not attributable o anyone.
There is no question of
blaming anyone in the
report,” he submitted.

Justice Bagchi said, “The
AAIB inguiry is not for appor-
tioning blame on anyone. It
is only to clarify the cause so
that the same does not

happen again." The Supreme
Court was hearing three peti-
tions filed by an NGO, a law
student and the father of the
deceased pilot seeking an
independent, court-moni-
tored investigation inta the
crash of Air India Flight near
Ahmedabad. Among the 241
dead were 169 Indians, 52
Britons, seven Portuguese
nationals, one Canadian and
12 crew members.

The lone survivar of the
crash was Vishwashkumar
Ramesh, a British national.

On November 7. the
Supreme Court said no one
blamed the chief pilot of the
Air India Dreamliner for the
June 12 crash, which claimed
260 lives, and asked his 91-
year-old father not to carry
any emotional burden.

“There i no insinuation

against him even in the pre-
liminary report,” the Suprems
Court had said while
emphasising that if neces-
sary, the court will clarify
that the pllot is not to be
blamed for the “unfortunate™
plane crash.,

During the hearing, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for an NGO ‘Safery
Matters Foundation', said that
a paralle] inguiry should be
done like a court of inguiry
into the accident of such a
major scale.

Bhushan submitred that
serlous accidents require a
court of enquiry and not just
an investigation by AAIB.

“It is very alarming There
have been many system fail-
ures in these 7&7s. Everybody
flying inm these aircraft is at
risk. The pilots' association

has said that these alrcraft
need to be grounded imme-
diately." he said.

He said that a pilot feder-
ation has stated that these
aeroplanes canmnot be trusted
and there is a huge risk to
people flying in theldr aircraft

Justice Kant said these pro-
ceedings should not become
a fight between one airline
and another and asked Mehta
to file the response to the
plea filed by the father of the
deceased.

senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appear-
ing for the deceased pilot's
father, said that rules for a fair
probe were not being
fol lowed.

“The regime that Mr Mehta
has mentioned has not been
followed. That's the problem.
It has not been properly fol-
lowed,” Sankaranarayanan
submitted and urged the
court to ask the Centre to file
their replies to the petition of
the deceased pilat's O1-year-
old father.

The bench adjourned the
matter for further hearing
after two weeks as it clarified
that it was not interested in
hearing a plea of the law
graduate on the issue.

The plea of deceased pilot
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal's
father seeks directions for the
constitution of an indepen-
dent committee, also

comprising aviation and
technical experts, to probe
the erash.

The approach of the inves-
tigation has failed to ade-
quately examine, or rule out,
other more plausible techni-
cal and procediral factors
relating to Boeing that could
have contributed to the tragic
incident, the plea said.

The probe team is donui-
nated by afficers from DGCA
and the state aviation author-
ities whose procedures, over-
sight and possible lapses are
directly implicated in the
investigation, it added.

The plea filed by the NGO
alleged that the official probe
violates citizens” fundamen-
tal rights to life, equality
and access to truthful
information.

The plea says the AAIB
issued its preliminary report
on July 12, artributing the
accident to “fuel cutoff
switches” being moved from
“run” 1o “cutol™, effectively
suggesting a pilot error,

On September 22, while
entenaining the plea of the
NGO, the Supreme Court
termed as “unfortunate and
irresponsible” the selective
publication of a preliminary
report on the June 12 Alr
India crash which outlined
lapses on the part of pilots
and paved the way for a
“media narrative”,
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SpiceJet’s net loss widens to 7621 cr
inQ2FY26, revenue slips 13 pc:

——— New Delhi: Low- cost
carter SploeJeton
Wednesday reported a
wider consolidat ad net
lisss of Rs 621 crore [or
the guarter ended 30
September 2025,
compared with a loss of
Bs A58 crore in an
year-ago guarter. Consolidated revenue [rom operations
ol the airline slipped 13 per cent 1o Bs 792 crore in the
quarter from Ks 915 crone n Q2FY 25 acconding Lo an
exchange filing. The results for the seasonally weak
quarter were primarily driven by impact of eealibrating
dollar based [uture obligat lons along with carrving oost o
grounded Aeet and additional expenses incurmed towards
RTS Continued airspace restrictions negatbvely impacted
operations and resulted In a sharp escalation in operating
oosts, further welghing on the guarters performande,
sccording to the airlines. The airline also recorded an
operating hoss of Bs 297 crore in Q2 FY26, Onan
ERTTDAR basis, the aidine posted a loss of Bs 20380
crove, compared to Rs 5887 crore loss a vear cadler.
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SpiceJet’s net loss widens to 7621 cr
in Q2 FY26, revenue slips 13 pc:

New Delhi: Low-cost
carrier SpiceJet on
Wednesday reported a
wider consolidated net
loss of Rs 621 crore for
the gquarter ended 30
September 2025,
compared with a loss of
Rs 458 crore in an
year-ago quarter. Consolidated revenue from operations
of the airline slipped 13 per cent to Rs 792 crore in the
quarter from Rs 915 crore in Q2FY25, according to an
exchange filing. The results for the seasonally weak
quarter were primarily driven by impact of recalibrating
dollar based future obligations along with carrying cost of
grounded [leet and additional expenses incurred towards
RTS. Continued airspace restrictions negatively impacted
operations and resulted in a sharp escalation in operating
costs, further weighing on the quarter’s performance,
according to the airlines. The airline also recorded an
operating loss of Rs 297 crore in Q2 FY26. On an
EBITDAR basis, the airline posted a loss of Rs 203.80
crore, compared to Rs 58.87 crore loss a year earlier.
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Every Boeing-787 flyer at risk, says Bhushan; let’s
not make PILs appear a fight between airlines: SC

Tinies News NETwoax

New Delhi: In a PIL seeking an inde-
pendent, fair and transparent inguiry
into the Alr India crosh at Ahmedabad
on June 12, advoeate Prashant Bhushon
quoted Federation of Indian Pilots As.
sociation to tell Supreme Court on
Thursday that every person flying in
Boeing-787 planes, the make of the {ll-
fated alrcraft, runs a grave risk

This remark before n bench of
CJl-designate Surya Kant and Justice
Jovmalva Bagehi drew immediate
protest from solicitor general (SG)
Tushar Mehta, who Informed the court
that the strict regime laid down by Alr
craflt Accldents Investlgation Burenu
{AAIR) o investigate air crashes is be
ing scrupulously adhered to in the
probe into the Ahmedabad crash.

He said it was important that no
ane .1| H'|.'|1|!I1‘5|- 1o trl RECM A 1.:4"11!‘!'.1': |!I..1I'|
je, and that govt was trying to ascer-
tain the cause/s behind the erash to

SG Tushar Mehta said that contrary to
claims, no blame has been placed on pilots
of the ill-fated Alr India plane

ensure necessary steps are taken for
passenger safety  Responding to
Bhushan's remarks, the bench said,
“Letus not ereatean impression that it
{(hearing on the PILs) I5 becoming o
fight between airlines "

The bench asked the civil avistion
ministry to file its response to the PIL.
Mehia =aid that conirary to claims of
the petitioners through Bhushan, who
was apparently trying to grob eyeballs,
no blame has been placed on the pillots
ol the ill-fated plane. Some misconcep-
tions created through media reports
have already been cleared up by civil
aviation minlstry the SG said.

Justice Bngehi said, “AAIR probe is
to find out the causes behind the air
crash and not to apportion blame an
anvone. It 1sonly after AATB gives its re-
port that the supplementary inguiry
would attempt to find out who was re-
sponsible or canses of the necident.”

While sympathising with the pet-
ition filed by one of the pilots” father, the
SG said a litany of PILs would not serve
the purpose of a fair and expeditions in
vestigntion Into the accldent. The
bench agrecd nnd refused o entertaina
PIL by a student, advising him to con-
centrate on his studies instead.
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Singapore Air’s profit plunges
68% in Hl on Air India losses

Tives News NETwomk

New Delhi: Singapore Air-
lines {SIA) has seen its pro
it for the Nirest hall this year
foll 68% “notably” due to
losses of Alr India and so-
me other factors. Owned
25.1% by SIA and the rest by
Tata Group, Air India gro
up had lost Rs 9.668.4 crore
in FY25. SIA said lts group
“net profit for the flrst half
fiell by 8503 million (67 8%)
to %239 million™,

Following the June 12
Ahmedabad crash, Al has
reportedly  sought more
fund infusion from its pro-
moters. According to agen-
cy reports, Afr India is see-
king at least Rs 10,000 crore
(%$1.1 billion) in financial
support rom is promoters

SIA. in A statement on

IN A FREE FALL

Al Experess | Losses soared 4.2
times to ¥5,678 crore in FY25
from 1,357 crore In FY24

Alr lndia | Loss narrowed 1o
73,850 crore in FY25 from
5,025 crore in FY24

SIA Growp | Net profit
nosedived 68% in first half
this year to 5239mn

> SIA Group's "share

of results of associated
companies was $417mn bower
Yo', reflecting Al's losses

Thursday, sakd: “Despite
the ongoing challenges, the
51A Group remains com-
mitted to working with ii=
partner Tata Sons to sup-
port Air India's compre
honsive multl-year trans-
formation programme.”
S1A Group's Interest in-

come fell 8103 million from
lower cash balances and in-
ferest rate cuts, while the
“group’s share of resultsof
nsaociated companies was
#17T million lower yvear-on
yvear, notably refllecting Air
India’s losses which were
not included in the previous
yvear, The group began equi
ity accounting lor Alr Indi-
a's financial performance
{rom Dec 2024, follow ing the
full integration of Vistara
into AirIndia,” S1A said ina
statement, adding, “Share
of losses from Alr India and
lower interest income drag
(ged)down net profit.”

The net profit nosedi-
ved despite S1A Group re-
venue rising by $178 mil-
lon (1.9%) from the year
belore toa first half record
of 89,675 million.
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IndiGo receives bomb threat message for 5 airports, including Delhi, Mumbai

New Delhi: Days after the
blast near Red Fort, in which
nine people were killed and 30
injured, security agencies we-
re on Wednesday thrown into
atizzy after IndiGo received a
message threatening that five
airports, including Delhi and
Mumbai, would be blown up

within 24 hours.

The bomb disposal squad,
along with fire department per-
sonnel, immediately launched
an extensive search operation
at IGI Airport that continued
for several hours. The threat
was later declared a hoax.

This came on a day an Air

India Express aircraft en rou-
te from Mumbai to Varanasi
received a bomb threat.

An official said IndiGo's
grievance portal received a
message at 3.14pm saying, “In-
dian Airports will be attacked
within 24 hours Delhi,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Mum-

bai, Trivandrum.” Security
agencies, including the Bomb
Threat Assessment Commit-
tee (BTAC), were soon alerted.
BTAC termed the threat “non-
specific”. The fire depart-
ment, which received a call
around 4pm, dispatched three
fire tenders to the spot. T
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Bomb hoax
on Air India
Express flight
to Varanasi

Mumbai: An Adr India Ex-
press aircraft recefved a
bomb threst when [ wasen
route from Mumbai to Var-
anasai on Wednesday The
Night landed safiely ot its
destination, and the pa-
ssengers and alrerafl un
derwent a security check
onthe e

“A paper chit with the
words  ‘Bomb  Goodbye'
was found in the lavatory
by ome of the crew membe
r8 of flight IX-102L" said a
souroe. Security at airports
in the country has besn
tightened following Mon-
day’s Delhi Red Fort blast.

The [assengers wers
not aware of the threat, sa-
ld Shraddha Ghosalkar, a
passenger ~The flight was
delayed, we were to land in
Varanasi at 350, bt we
landed at 4 25pm. The crew
dbdn’t tedl us anyiling abo
ut the threat, we were mere-
Iy tobd 1o remain seated al-
tor wi lande<d. Wi coubd see
ouraireraft was parked ata
distanes Mo the terminal
building. When we even-
tually alighted, we ware as
ked to lesve our cabin bags
on thetarmac, A sniffer dog
wedit throtgh our bags.”

An Air Indin Express
spakesperson sald: = One of
ourflights to Varanesi pece
I a security threat TnH-
ne with protocod, the gon
appainted Bomb Threar As-
spasment Commines was
tmmediately alerted, and
all neceEssary security
edures were promiptly initi-
ated. The flight landed safe
Iy, amel all graests have dise
mbarked. The aireraft will
be released for operations
once all mandated security
ehecks are complated.” mw
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