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Air India bus catches fire at

Delhi airport; no casualty

A CNG bus of the ground handling services
provider - Alr India SATS - caught fire at
Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi International Airport
on Tuesday morming. Deputy Commissioner of
Police (IGI) Vichitra Veer, in a statement, said the
bus was not carrying any passengers or luggage
at the time of the incident. *Only the driver was
present when the fire broke out. The blaze was
promptly brought under control by fire officials.
Mo injuries or casualties have been reported,” the
DCT said. In a statement, SATS said a probe is
under way to determine the cause of the fine, and
they are fully cooperating with the authorities.
Amn aircraft was very close to the bus that caught
fire. The fire spot was briefly cordoned off as a
precautionary measure, (With PT1 inpuats)
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SHUTTLE BUS CATCHES FIRE AT DELHI AIRPORT

Ashuttde bus parked at Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi International Airportin Delhi caught fire on Tuesday aftemoon No
casualty was reported as the Air India ground handling company's bus was vacant atthe time of the incident. An




e - s - '- ‘ . E— 1-

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHT 29 QCTOBEE Z0ZE

Despite beisng one of the most seoure travel hubs, the
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Busy |Gl Getting Busier. Here’s How

Delhi Likely To Surpass Pre-Covid Figure Of 1,500 Average Aircraft Movement This Season

Sawrabh.Sinha
Etimesofindia.com

New Delhi: This winter, Del-
hi's IGT Airport coiild for the
first time handle more Rights
than it did in pre-Caovid 2015,
While India's busiest avia-
tion hub saw about 1,500 av-
erage aireraft movement in
249, Including afl scheduled,
non-scheduled, VIE govt and
other Mighis_the number was
yet to be breached so fac That
is likely to change soon.
India’s second busiest hub
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Afrport (CSMIA) — handles
about 1,000 dally airerafl mo
vement (950 scheduled and
the rest non-scheduled) and
the constrained airport had
hit pre-Covid numbsers about
two years ago, Intermsof pas-
senger footfalls, both 1G1A
and CSMIA breached 2019 le
virls two-three years ago.
“Afver alr trafe revived
post-Covid, IGLA used tosoean
average of 1450 daily alreraft
movement. This winter, we
are poing to cross that figure
for the first time,” said senior
airtraffic comtrol officials,
Even though the Noida In
ternational Afrport (NIA) is
sl to bo operational from Dec,
nomajarairline Is expected to
Egive up slots. NIA'S opening
may lead to & fall in footfall at
IGIA but not a drop in aireraft

DELHI AIRPORT IS
SOARING AGAIN AND

HOW .

= |GIA s likely to
exceed its pre-Covid
average of 1,500 daily

aircraft movemnents
for the first time
this winter

W Dompstic M intermational
“General aviation, non-scheduled, povt & defence moverment over and above his

» The airport currantly
averages around 1,450
flights per day, but
traffic is expected to
cross that level during
the upeoming winter
schedule

* Despite Noida
International Alrport
(MIA) becoming

operational in December, |

airfines won't give
up slots at the shot-

constrained MlA
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Airline Growth - Winter 2025 vs Winter 2024
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Al Express 437 3% +30

Spicekt s =0 W=

hkasa s us (I s
FoeignAirines 616 45 [N +24

Dthers % & |
Total 5140 459 [ +11

‘Domastic & infernafional Matls fogether

#
B
-;;,-'3" | |

H

» Alrlines plan to add Mights
at NIA rather than shift
existing ones from IGIA
= Officials note that aireraft
movements at MGIA
won't drop, even if
passenger foatfall
i5 distributed

(Sonirees DIALY

The summer and
winter of 2019 had
a combined
schedule of up to
1,350 domestic and
international flights.
After Covid, the
combined schedule
at IGIA remained
between 1,258 and
1,380 till this
summer

mavement. “Airlines will add
new [ights to and firom NLA
They are not golng to shift
flights from 1GLA to NIA, as
the former is highly slot-
constrained,” according to af-
ficials from various airlines,

The summer and winter
af 201% had a combined sche-
dule of up to 1,350 domestic
and international Qights. Co
vid broke out in winter 2018
20 and since then, the combi-
ned schedule [or domestic
and international flights at
IGIA remained between 1,258
amd 1,380 till this summer.
Now, in the winter schedule
that came into effect on Okt
26, the combined number, at
1,520, has dectsively erossxd
the pre-Covid figure.

To be sure, the approved
schedule isonly an indication
of how an airline being allo-

weed (o operate up to those ma-
ny flights and the actual mnom
ber depends on several fac-
tors, like travel demand and
the airline's ability to mount
flights depending on aircraft
availahility In recent years,
among major scheduled airli-
nes, IndiGo, the Air India gro-
up and Akasa have been
amaong ones that opesite close
to their approvisd schedules,

“This s the flrst time in ye-
ars that all four runways and
three terminals at IGIA are
operational. Hopefully, if air
lines mount close to their app-
roved schedules and there are
ne fresh infra bottlenecks,
like terminal closing or no
CAT [l on the maln runway
that we saw in the past two-
three years, Delhi will see
fresh highs in aircraft move-
ment,” said an airline official.

1GIA can handle over 10
CroTe passengers annually; in
2024, 1t saw 7.8 crore, However,
rating agency ICRA recently
revisod bts overall alrport pas-
senger traffic growth projec-
tion in FY 2026 to 57% YoY -
likely to be the lowest post-Co-
vid - from theearlier 7-9% esti-
mate, It stated: “Thisisaresult
of the cross-border tensions
and lower alrerall ovailability
owing to leet Inspectlons post
thefatal alrerafl crash inJune
N@25, that compressed pes-
senger traffic growth during
five months in FY2025."
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Fire breaks out in
empty bus at T3

Times News Metwoak

New Delhi: A fire broke oul
inabusat Terminal 3of Delhi
airpart arcund noon on Toes-
ilay Mo one was injured

Aninguiry has been started
tonew what caused the Cire.

The bus was operated by
AISATS, one of the ground-
handling agencies at
theairport.

Police was alerted about
the blaze around 1 pim. Fireen-
ders, cops, the CISF and other
agencies soon reached the
spot, “The bus was ol carry
ing any passenger or luggage
atthetime Only the driver was
there. The fire was extinguis-
hied, and no injuries were re-
ported,” a police officer said.

Delhi Airport called it “a
gtray incident.” “Our expert

An inguiry has been initiated

ARFF{Airport Rescue and Fi-
re¢ Force) team.. extinguis-
hed thi fre withln g eouple of
minutes, The bus was statio-
nary at the time of the inei-
dent. All operations continne
to benormal,” it added.

An AISATS spokesperson
said the agency was “fully coo-
perating with the authorities,”
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DGCA expands pilot medical
evaluation network, adds 10 centres

e
Rohit Vaid
Han Duls

‘The aviation safecy regularor
has empanelled 10 new
Aeromedical Evaluarion
Centres (AMECS) across the
country o accelerare and en-
hance the efficiency of the
medical certification process
for pilots and alr craffic
comtrollers.

The move by the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) s aimed ar boosting
the capacity and accessibili
of da.ss.mf ﬁ"-. and 3 med
examinarions.

The new centres, the
DGCA said, are strategacally
locared po ensure natonwide
co and faster turn-
uuﬂunus for medical
IESCEAME NS,

Earlier, only eight centres
were authorsed to conduer
class 1 inirlal medical exam-
Inarions.

APPROVED FACILITIES

Now, the newly approved fa-
cllivies have been entrusted
with the full spectrum of
DGCA medical evaluatbons,

The centres

will operate in
addition to the
existing Indian Air
Force boarding
centres

including special, post tem-
porary unfit, and age-specific
meedlcals.
Notahly, the Apollo Group
of Hoapitals has boen ap-

Emed 1o operate AMECs at
we locations — Mew Delhd,
Bengalury, Hyderabad,

Chennal and Indore.
Other empanelled facilic-

les include Nanavatl Hospit-
als and VM Medical Care
Centre in Mumbal, Ruby Hall
Clinic in Pune, and Max
Mult  Speciality Centre,
along with Medanea Medi-
clry In New Delhl. These
centres will operage in adds-
ton w the existing Indian
Alr Foree boarding centres.

ENSURE COMPLIANCE
According to the DGCA, the
empanelled hospltals  are
equipped with advanced dia-
gnodtse  infrastructure and
dedicated lalists  pe-
quired for aeromedical eval-
NENTHON.

Each centre, as per the
regulator, will adhere serictly
1o its updated protocols, en-
suring compliance with both
marional regularions and in-
ternational standards laid
dowm by the International
Clvil Aviarion Organizstion.

Industry insiders pointed
ot theat the expansion would
help reduce administrative
bortlenecks and ensure the
timely renewal of medical 1i-
cences, 4 critical factor in
mitigating potential pllor
shortages.
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Air India Express tweaks
services asiteyes leisure

]
ancesh Phadnis
Ml

Alr Indis Express is focusing
on the lefsure and SME s
mients with new comfortable
sears and revamped menus,
Chief Executive Officer
Aloke Singh said on Tuesday.
The alrline unveiled its
new product I a retrofitted
Boelng 737 Max aireraft on
Tuesday. Forty-nine other
anes  will  ondes 3
ﬁiakem‘er o a jmﬁ all
CCOTOEY configurathon
{from dual class) by
mild-20126, The new seats are
light weight, have bermer
cushbonlng  and  provide
maore leg room.

MAJOR MAKEOVER
The changes come close on
the heels of a marketing cam-
paign and nerwork Tweaks
resulting in & stronger pres-
ence in Bengalura
“We are strengthening
presence in Bengaluru offer-
Way mose connectivicy
than we offered before. The

broad strategy ar 4 grow
IwelLidmﬂmmrwnrfswLﬁ

be linked at these hubs and
vin the nemwork to the net-
work code share agreement
that we have with Alr Indka ™
Singhsaid.

In April, Dedhd, Murmbal
and Bengaluri accounted for
about 62 per cent of the alr-
line's total domestic depar-
tures. By Nowember, this
ghara ls projected to lnerease
significantly to around 74 per
cent. Four destinations have
been added from B ru
— Bangkok, Jeddah, Kuwakt
and Kivadh — in the winter
sch I3

In 2026, the airline hopes
1o receive X0-24 Boelng 737
Max alreraft, Singh said
These are part of the 190 alr-
craft ardered in 2023,
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Delhi seeds the clouds, but forecast still doubtful

SANJEER MURHERJEE

Delhi seeds the clouds, but
forecast still doubttul

it for bwo o twaard o ball mimdtes.

Pirw D, 28 Dotober

The Delhi govermment an Tdesday
carried miit another choud-seeding
atermigh bo inchace artificiol min, ndng
am.alrcmll from Kanpiar thal
disprersend eithi fie Mnres over Burar.
larmd Baghy, nnd Mayur Vilor dudnga
half-hotir operation before lnnding i
Meenit airfi=ld The lndssm bnariie
of Technalogy Knnpur (ITTEL
whiich 8 oversesing the serrise,
sald infall could occurwithin
15 mainvites to fonr hoans.

Hoswevet, ol the time of godng o
preas, there wis nooffcial
aftempl b fed b mindall

Thes Enufia Met earodmgical
Depurtmsent hod predictad Bghit min
Tow Thiesday tnocming and bt mthe
week, veat et conditiong vou i
I the formation of cloiads suitable
Tow seenfing.
Ty Wopention wimsthe Delhi

At pircralt was deed for the cloud-seeding trial in Mew Delhi 1 dspersed

dghil fire Manes during a hal-hour opendion

Bhiaritis Janars Party govermisend s
sexcad atlempt. The Grst conduicisd
st week over Buman using smiadl
cuamlities of shver jodide and sociiam
chiloride, Eiked o produce min
becatse ol low otmcspheric nmistime

— B Uharin 30 pesrcenl agodiel the 5o
percenil Hjpicaily reguinsd.

“A Cessna adreraf took ol froen
Karumirand releass ] sight fre lores,
ench wesighing 260 2 5 kil ogmns, The
erind lnspesk lorr balPan bowr ench (fane

PFEIDITTC FAL

The clemidshnd a hiomidEy ol 151020
percenl. The Mares were relenesd o
abouat 1710 18 mninites.” Envimsimesit
Minster Manjinder Singh Shres
=aid ina videestalenent.
The Defle govenmnent
chatmed the nrtificial cin
ol bl p v wweay
e a ey - Dl i,
which thickened altes
mesiidents ol in
telfancethe Supreme
Court's fimecmacker
rest ekt o an bath type
and Hrming.
The Deslhal govermment sizriesd s
memoridum s undentanding with
IITK on September 25 toconduct five
clomid-seeiing triaks, all plamies) in
nortbwest Delhi
The Dirsctonite Genesad of Civil
Asiatiohendlier pranted peroiission 1o
IITE to comidiac e trials aniytzme
Bt ety Cicinber & gaicd Moveniber 30,
Tuam tu Paga W p

Clesinnces liove alwn bessi
secured [rom more than 60
cxvitial and stete departmesits
Imchiding the Unlon mimis-
(i ol Erironamt, defemee
aiul home affosrs; the Ntar
Praclesh povenmmert) the Al
parts Adthority of Endio; aml
e Bureau off Chil Aviarion
Seerily, aminng othem.

T Dielihl Chrlbsinest on MayT
mjyoved a piopossl G oco-
dhuier e clonid-sesdime trinls
il & tovkl] ot o T30 core.

Soame experis, haweves,
upuiestion he #Tect fvemem af
ichioia s 1irgt s 3 kil nfroshle
wi o custrais pallistion. TRy
aipnie il s i best. atevisporacy
b sines pallistion levels inevi-
tmhly refui poce e thin
stopel Instend, they =y, the
pverimenl shoidd foous m
e tiadi sowirces of poll i
rbies thos ey on shar-t=nm
imeasnres I artificiad mis.

Making chouds sweal
O aemdisigg s o technbgie
thiak i inicmscopic choml-

Mahavas Bajesvai, lbrmier
sevwetady of the Miniry of
betulind severmll clonmd-seeding
experimenls, esplained thay
O omed conmzmon el bod
Letvabves spaemiions chermbenls ae
the bmse of dhoends using s
crafll. “The clovidls ste spoitsd
inaireg. moatfirs, afid] dnce ooe b
deniriflesl.  fhe  pilots pee
infrmed. They mnmedisely
Iyt e chowie] Tuwie st pirmip
In e claernicals "hesair].

As mming alr mishes the
chemicalsinio the choud. drop-
let Fommmatinn begins.

Dol clirmils, witvich typically
tuialel s birerirreokesd i wader,
are ljected wirh ailver odide,
jprroaiapting the waler fo alkach
1o e med firom sncndlakes that
Leatieer gl bt msid .

Warm cloiads — whichcom-
\ain tiny Wwater dioples too
mnunll o cnalescs natumlly —
aresevded with sodlion chlior-
il (salf), wihich drovws moss-
ume and hefpn oemle fager
idrope. Bul here's the ctch;
there it already! be o -
i e choinds For sessding o
ek Without Usal, the process
catmil even besin

The world's bees ot i1 —
Irufiin’s cotching np
Clonid ewdSig is now practised]
[ mume fhan 56 cowislnes
Risaja Thaitanct, the i)
Adnh Ermirutes, did the L5, pri
and  rmbfall  enlmmcement,
accurding Lo am IITH reguart. In
Erfin et b besets poiies].
The expiertmiendy Wene fan of
ther Chevisd Adroran] Internction
il Preciplistien  Enhasice-
imenl Expertmenl fEAIEEK)
Plumse-TV, wilh oadier plinse
omdutal in 3000 XNl
] Zed-15. Plasge- [V was cui-
el ol i Srstnpris, Mabarsah-
tra, im b simimed SR
puuile ol 2oBarud 200

The repoarl fokiod  Ehog

Tropicsd Metetrokty (TITHL

This can be don= in two
iy bjoromcogic misd jilocio-
g I thie first eethod
sabw i |8 ok 21 the tmse ol
warm clouds uiing prrtcles
et mrtrscy winlet Vagmrr. The
eiryiemir mmisthid i omedl B
coldl couds by seellng fesi
Lhe top witth sllver jodicle pel-
lets, wizich help B dioe -
Hicles Chiag befer tum oo o,

Hytrosoopic ssesfime was
First apempted in licdes mthe
igpon by MM Sinee then
Maharmiiten and Karsataks
hive occosiorally  expesi-
el wsth astiflcial min, by
with Bimite] success,

Dititig (= mmmsoon
semni, hproscopic o
s sesling tends inle niore
effleai'e slnce the cloudls
alreasty comtnfn Digher o -

lirecomrenl

The cliemmistry of fale rain

dhring CAIPEEDCIV, pabniull
Incrensed by ap b § 6 per ceat
Inscrme arens asud by an aver-
ateal abmid |18 per cent achsan
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DGCA's duty time change
wilful disobedience of
HC orders: Pilots’ body

The Federation of Indizn Pilots (FIF) on Tues-
day said the Directorate General of Civil Biis
mtion's (GO A') reported relaxation of night
duty limits for-pilots under the new fight duty
time limitation (FOTL) norms is “wilful dis-
obedience” of the Delhi High Court's orders
and violates the regulator’s own affidevit and
underaking before the court. The new norms,
scheduled to take effect from November 1,
orginally limited pilots to two landings
between midnight and & am, with a maxi-
mum duty period of 10 hours during this
window. However, the DGECA has now
reportedly allowed three landings if 8 pilot's
duty period falls between midnight and 1:55
am ar between 5am and 6 am, provided the
pilot is subsequently rested for a period
douhble the length of duty hours. The change
i= =aid to have been made after airfines cited
operational constraints. The union said this
relaxation amounts to contempt of court. as
the DGCA had eardier commitbed before the
Delhi HC that the Civil Aviation Requirement
(CAR) 2024 rules would be implemented
strictly &s approved. “The DGCA is bound by
its owm solemn undertaking and the direc-
tions of the Court. Any decision to extend,
defer, or modify the implementation of CAR
2024 without the leave ofthe Honourakble HC,
would be contrary to law, in breach of judicial
assurance, and Entamount to wilful dis-
obedience of the Court's orders,” the FIP said.

ES REPORTER
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Air India Express in Expansion
Mode Amid Rising Competition

To add 20-24 planes by
2026, retrofit 50 Boeing
737-8s; local network
growing at faster pace:MD

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Air India Express wo-
uld add 20-24 airerafl to its eet in
CY26, its chiefl executive said on
Tuesday. The Tata-owned low-cost
carrier would also retrodit S0 of 1ts
Boeing 747-8 aircraft, as competi-
tion in the budget end of the avia-
tion Industry intensifies.

“By calendar vear 2026, we ex-
pect to have added between 20 and
24 aireraft to our Oest” Aloke
Singh, Alr Indla Express mana-
ging director said.

Apcording to sources, over the
past six months alone, Alr Indla
Express has inducted 15 aireraft,
taking its fleet size to 115. The car-
rier has added Alrbus 320,301, Bo-
eing 747 and 737 Max planes to its
fleet. The carrier would also retro-
fit, by mid-2026, its 50 Boring T:7-8
aircraft. The retrofitting involves
installing ergonomically desig-
ned synthetic leather seats with
thicker armrests and improved
legroom. In-seat USB-C charging
poris, oveng for hot meals, new
ecarpets, and advanced Boeing Sky
Imterior mood Ughting.

*The first aircraft with the new
lingfit conflguration will be
delivered in December” Aloke
Singhsaid

)

The line-fit exercise would invol-
we equipping the aircraft with Col-
lins Aeroapace seats that would be
fitted during the aircraft's produe-
tlon, meaning these would come
standard from the factory instead
of being retrofitted with the other
amenities cited above.

When asked about the market sha-
e, Singh said, an a group level Alr
India is at absowt 30% of the market
share. “Alr India Express today bs at
about 11:12% domestic share.” Air

India Express began
a network optimisa-
tion exercise in Sep
tember 2025 to en-
hanee coannectivity,
strengthen huhs, amd
increase  frequency
on key routes. Delhi, Mumbai, and
Bengalum sccounted for 62% of do-
mestic departures in April 2025, a
share expected to rise to about 74%
by Movember 226,

From Bengalury, the airline has
added Bangkok, Jeddah, Kuwait,
and Rivadh to its short-haul inter-
natlonal network for the Winter
2025 schedule.

By the end of the season, most of
the realignment will be complete,
Owverall, Air India Express will ape-

rate over 2,700 weekly domestic
fights on 114 routes and abotit 780 in-
ternational Mights on T routes—an
inerease af more than 25% over
Winter 2024, with 48 new domestic
and 1 new international routes,
“About two years ago, Alr India
Express’ notwork was split rough-
Iy 60% short-haul intermational
and 40% domestic. Today, that mix
|5 closer to 50-50, While the airline
has continued to grow its short-
haul international operations, its
domestic network has been expan-
ling at a faster pace. Over the next
coupleof years, Air India Express
pxpects to continue on this growth
trajectory,” Singhsaijd.

BRAMD CAMPAIGH

The airfline has rolled out & brand
campaign—"Xplore More, Xpress
Muore'—showeasing lts offerings.
“Two years ago, we launched our
new hrand identity as India's most
vibreant and inclusive aidine,” said
chief marketing officer Siddhartha
Butalia. “With a growing network
and a modern eet, we're now posi-
thomed tovoffer a distinct Aying oxpe-
rience that ks ., true to our promise
of helping travellers explore more
and express maore.”
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DGCA Flags Regulatory
Lapses at Akasa Air

NEW DELHI: Aviation watchdog

DGCA has Qagged various regu-
latory non-compliances at Akasa
Adr including repetitive procedu-
ral lapses, and has asked the airi-
ne to take remedial actions, ac-
cording to sources.

The observations have been
made by the DGCA after a com-
prehensive review of survedl-
lance data of the airline for the
April-September period. In a
statement, Akasa Alrsaid it “al-
ways submits comprehensive
responses wall observations ra
ised within the prescribed time-
lines " —PT1
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AIRLINE SHARPENING DOMESTIC FOCUS, SAYS MD

Al Express to add
20-24 jets in 2026

URVI MALVANIA
Mumbai, October 28

AIR INDIA EXPRESS expectsto
induct 20-24 new aircraft
into its fleet in 2026, Manag-
ing Director Aloke Singh said
on Tuesday.

The expansion, part of Tata
Group’s ongoing transforma-
tion of the airline, will further
strengthen Air India Express’s
growingpresence inthe domes-
tic market, the companysaid.

Al Express currently oper-
atesa fleet of 110 aircraft com-
prisingAirbusA320/A321sand
Boeing 7 37s,including the 737
MAX. Singh said the pace of
inductions next year will
dependonthe supplychainand
progress at Boeing’s manufac-
turing facility. “Subject to the
supply chain, and how the pro-
duction line progresses, we are
looking at about 20-24 aircraft
in next calendar year, he said.

Over the past 20 months,
the carrierhas been adding 3-
3.5 aircrafta month, according
to Singh. Headded that the car-
rier expects the entire 737
order placed with Boeing to be
delivered by 2030,

Singh was speaking at an
eventto introduce the newinte-
riorsand hot meals launched by
Al Express.

The fresh induction will
build enthe 50 white-tail Boe-
ing 737 MAX aircraft and 16
A320/{A321 planes that joined
the fleet overthe past two years.
All the aircraft have been
painted in Al Express’s refreshed
livery, introduced in October
2023, featuring regionally

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTD LEAD

SPREADING WINGS

M New aircraft part of a 50-plane white-
tail Boeing 737 MAX acquisition & 146

ALOKE SINGH,
MD, AR INDIA
EXPRESS

A320/A321s added overlast 2 years

The domestic

WThe airline B Over past 20 network will
currently _’“ﬂ'"th 5 be gIUWillg
SPgImes ﬁ;'”' - faster than
aircraft, including ik

Airbus A320/ adding Jmrw | theshort-
Hihﬂl'ld :I_rzrsaﬂ: 2 . n h_au_l i_'uter_
il KETE month J national net-

B The full Boeing 737
order is expected to
be delivered by 2030

inspired tail designs and
upgraded interiors.

According to Singh, Al
Express is now sharpening its
domestic focus. "About two
yearsago,asmuch as 60%ofthe
network was short-haulinter-
national and 40% domestic.
Today,itisabout 50-50.Wehave
been growing international
short-haul as well, but we've
been growing faster in the
domestic market,"he said.

Overthe next few years, the
airline intends to continue this
trajectory."The domestic net-
workwill be growing fasterthan
the short-haul international
network. On the domestic net-
work, the strategy broadly is
depth beforespread,”Singh said,
adding that the airline aims for
a meaningful presence oncity-
pairs and roughly a third of the
market share.

Nearly 80% of Al Express’s

Wed, 29 October 2825

work

domestic capacity currently
connects metros to tier 2 and 3
cities — the largest and fastest-
growing segment of the Indian
aviation market

“Mir India focuses onmetro-
to-metroroutes and thosewith
a greater composition of busi-
ness traffic,and of course, long-
haul international. Air India
Express focuses on the leisure
markets, thevisiting friends and
relatives market, the SME mar-
ket, and the value-conscious
traveller,”Singh said.

Under its winter 2025
schedule Al Expresswill operate
over 2,700 weekly domestic
flights and 780 short-haul
international ones, a 25%
expansion over last year. With
new routes, including Delhi-
Port Blair, Bengaluru-Udaipur
and Bengaluru-Bangkok, itaims
topositionitselfasthe country’s
leading value carrier.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/784371¢ @
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Pilots’ body slams move to
dilute High Court order

On the day Air India informed its cockpit crew of
a diluted version of the rest and duty norms
mmandated by the Delhi High Court in Apiil, and
documents showed the [GCA had granted
exemptions to some airlines, a pilots’ group
called the move a “breach of low™ and sought its
immediate withdrawal. “The reported grant of
extension to airlines amounts 1o a deliberate
departure from the timeline affirmed before the
Hon'ble Court, undermining the sanctity of
judicial proceedings and eroding the confidence
of stakeholders in the regulator’s adherence to
the rule of law,” the Federation of Indian Pilots
wrote in its letter to the DGCA.
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Air India
IXpress to

strengthen
local network

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMEAL

Air India Express, the how
cost subsidiary of Alr India,
will boost presence in the
local market for market
share with the segment
likely to grow faster than
the global network, MD &
CHEO Aloke Singh said.
“About two years ago, as
much as 60% of the net-
work was short-haul inter-
national and rest domestic,
Today, it is about 50-50.
We have been growing in-
ternational short-haul as
well, But, we have been
growing faster in the local
market and this trend
would continue,” he said.
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Saudi's Flyadeal to fly
into India next year

Jagriti Chandra

WEW DELHI

Saudi Arabian low-cost car-
rier (LCC) Flyadeal will
launch operations into In
dia with *“four to Ave® destl
nations in the first 12
months of 20256, CEO Ste-
ven Greenway said.

“We would have liked o
have been here earlier, if
nat for aircraft delivery de-
lays plaguing the industry,”
Mr. Greenway told The
Hindu in an interview.

The airline will be flying
to India from all its four
hubs viz. Rivadh, Jeddah,
Dammam and Medina —
the last of which will be
opened early next year.

Unveiled in 2017, Flya-
deal is the sister airline of

full-service national carrier
Saudia. On whether there
were demands for more
seats Saudi carriers could
flv into India and access to
more  destinations, he
echoed India’s demands
for curtailing moverment of
passengers via hubs such
as Dubai and Doha to sup-
port local airlines.

“Carriers from other na-
thons have been taking our
custommers from each coun-
try and routing them via a
third country. We're not
saying it should stop, but
we should get a fair share
of direct traffic between
hoath countries,” Mr. Green-
way sabd, adding the airline
was focused on direct traf
fic between India and Sau-
di Arabia.
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India toset up aviation safety
training centre, says official

New Delhl: India will set up a national aviation safety centre
micsdefed om glohal best practices o train aleeraft socident lves-

thtors and avistion professionals, asenkor government official
salel on Twesday. Mentioning abowt various steps bedng taben to
boost the country's civil avintion space, civil aviation secretory
Samir KumarSinha said the number of professionals in regula-
tory and investigation roles is being doubled. L
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Fire breaks
out in Air
India bus

near [GIA's

Terminal 3
FRAJYOT DEDGHARE

MEW DELHI: A fire broke
out in an Asr Indi bes parked
near Terminal 3 of Delhis
Indira Gandhi [nternational
Airpart around 1 pm on Toes
day, officials sid The police
were aberied through a PCR
calll received at the 1] Arrport
Palice Station, following which
multiple emergency icams were
dispasched

Fire tenders from the Delhi
Fire Service, along with per
somnel froam the Central Indos

trial Security Force and local
palice, rushed to the spot and
swiftly brought the flames
under comtral.

Their prompl response
prevented amy major dam
age ar disruption to airport
operations,

According io ofhicials, the
bus was empty at the time of
the incident, with only the
driver on boanl. He managed
I escape safely before the vehi
de was snguited in Hames.
“The fire has been completely
douzed, and there have been
merinparies, a semior palice ofh
cex said

Adrport suthorities con
frmed that Hight operations
remained unafecied as the bas
was parked in a restricted ser
wice area away from passenger
mwement zones. The dam
aged vehichs has since been
removed for inspection. Polce
sand a technical examination
womld be conducted o ascer.
tin the couse of the fire, sos-
pected to be due 1o an electrical
or mechamseal Euh.
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Duty hours: Pilots’
body warns of legal
action against DGCA

5 LALITHA s Dels

THE Federation of Indian Pilots (FIF) has
written to the Prime Minister's Offlce and Civ-
1 Avlation Ministry warning of legal action
against the Directorate General of Civil Avis-
thon {DGCA ) for modifying Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL)Y

Stating that these actions amount to a con-
tempt of court, the body hss threatenaed to sae
the regulator iF it does ot withdraw its orders
immediately

FIP is a public trust representing 6,000 plots
el aviation professonals across Indfa

The DHGC A recently extended Flight Duty
Perinds for clght Boeing 787 Mights to 14 howrs
and increased Might time fo 105 hogrs, elting
remuting due to Pakistani alrspame closure,

FIFP president Captain C 5 Radhawa sald the
DGCA had smight exemption fram the Clvil
Aviation Requirements (CAR) 2004 to relax
thesse rules for the aidines. He said the move
lacked justification as pilots are flying 45 to 50
hours monthly against the permitted 80. The
notios demanded withdrawal of the relooitjon
orders within 48 hours and reaMirmation of
compliance with the court's directives.

-

Contempt of
court, says
FIP In notice

Stating that these
actions amount to
a conftempt of
court, the
Federation af
Irdilan Filots {FIP}
hasthreatened to
e the Dirsctomie
General of Civil
Avation [DGCA) if
it does not
withdraw Its orders
immediately, A day
aarlier, anathe:
pliot body, the
Airlines Pllats
Azsociation of
Indiia had calked
upon the DGCA to
wilhdraw it onders
on flight duty
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