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KIAtobeonlyairportinindia

KiAto be only airport in India
with CAT Il onall runways with CATlllonall runways
stallationofthe ILS and flight KIA, From Page 1 end up training the pilots.” he

BENGALURU, DHNS

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
is set to become the only air-
port in the country with all
its runways complying with
CAT III, the highest version
of the instrument landing
system (ILS). This will allow
planes to land safely even
in extremely low visibility
conditions, reassuring fliers
amidrecenttroublesdogging
the aviation sector.

Currently, only six air-
ports, including Bengaluru,
are CAT III enabled. While
the south runway at KIA has
been CAT III compliantsince
2019, the north runway will
only be CAT IIT optimal from
nextmonth.

Airports Authority of India
(AAI) confirmed that the in-

calibration and testing have
been completed, and the
ILS will be commissioned
with effect from August 7
at the north runway. “We
have obtained all necessary
approvalsfrom the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation,
the approving authority,” K
Anbarasu, general manager,
AAI (Bengaluru), told DH.

So far, the north runway
has been operating under
CAT I, the most basic form
of ILS. It requires a runway
visibilityrange of 550 metres
and above, and a decision
height ofatleast 200 feet.

“Theupgraded CAT IIT will
no longer require the pilotto
decide at 200 feet. Even in
extreme low visibility, it will
lead them to the runway for
touchdown,” said Anbarasu.
» KIA, Page 6

It provides accurate lateral
and vertical guidance to pilots,
ensuring a safe and aligned de-
scent to the runway.

The key components of CAT
[11, ILS include a localiser, a
glide path and distance mea-
suring equipment. While the
localiser transmits signals that
help align the aircraft with the
runway’s centreline, the glid-
er path ensures the aircraft
descends at the correct angle,
usually around 3",

“It will be especially useful
in foggy conditions, during
January and December. How-
ever, the pilots have to first be
trained to use the system. As
the procedure is quite expen-
sive, not many Indian airlines

added. “This advanced system
isasignificantenhancementto
our airport operations, allow-
ing forimproved accuracy and
safety, especially during low
visibility conditions,” shared a
BIAL spokesperson.

Delayed procedure

Despite the north runway get-
ting all the necessaryapprovals
for CAT IILILS, itwill continue
to operate under CAT I for the
foreseeable future, as the Ben-
galuru International Airport
Ltd (BIAL) is yet to upgrade
the necessary infrastructure
to accommodate the ILS, said
Anbarasu. “This includes a list
of infrastructural amenities
like the runway markings and
lights,among other things. Till

thisis completed, we will be op-
erating under CAT 1.” he add-
ed. Accordingtosources, BIAL
plans to start the upgradation
process soon,

Thenorthrunwayof KIAwas
scheduledtobe CAT Illenabled
in May.

“Itisquite alengthy process.
After installation, we had to
develop flight procedures, and
these then had to be verified
by a few airlines. Their obser-
vations are considered, and
errors rectified. After all this,
we get approvals from DGCA.
Post this, we have to publish a
report on the Aeronautical In-
formation Publication, where
it will be coded for the flight
management system. This
step alone requires 50 days,”
he explained.
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Clty airport reported 77 bird hits in 24

ailmesollndla com

Ahmedabad: Bird strikes
comtine tobe s serlons sale
ty concern &t Sardar Val-
labhbliai Patel Internatio-
nal (SVPlairport

According to the latest
data tabled by the Union mi
nistry of civil aviation in
the Parllament, Ahmed-
abad ranked fourth among
the top Mve alrports in lndia
for bird hit cases in 2024, Ac-
cording to Afrports Autho-
rity of India (AAT) Mgures,
T7hird strike incidents were
reported from the city air
port in 2024, In the first half
of 2085, 28 such cases were
already recorded

Only Dwelhi. Mumbai
and Bengalury alrports are
ghead of SVPI airport in
terms of wildlife hazard in
cidents in recent months.
Delh| airport topped the na-
tional list with 130 cases in
2024, while Mumbai and
Hengalury reported B and
88 cases respectively Ah-
medabad's tally placed it
ahead of larger airports
suchas Hyderahad (4:), Kol-
kada 143), and Chennai (43)
im B

Sources sald that mitl-
gating bird activity around
the aerodrome continnes to
be i challenge due to urban
environmental factorssuch
asopen garbage disposal g1
tes, water bodies, and const-
ruction activities that at
tract birds toareas near the
flight approach paths

The data comes dayvs af-
teralegalnotice was served
to the Alrports Autherity
of Indin (AAT) by a former
state goviofTicial, seekinga
crackdown and closure of
some 25 meat and poultry
shops in the drea gUrToln-
dingthe eity airport

“The problem typleally
worsens during and after
the monsoon season, but the
trend remains steady year-
round,” said a source privy
toairside operations,

The SVPI sirport has a
well-established wildlife ha
zard management program-
mee, as part of which several

| Farrow's and black light traps
| deployed to capture insects e

ANTHPERCHING DEVICES:
Installation of patented ant-
perching systems on airport

| structures to prevent rosting,

| reducing infestation by over 5%

| refocation of problematic bind
| species under India's first
| structured programme

BIDACOUSTICS
| Customised sound-hased
| systems deploved along nnveys
| and on airport vehicles to scane
| birds away
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grass heipht and reduce insect infestation that attracts birds

Yet another bomb hoax at SVPI

he Sardar Vallabbbhai Pateintermational {SVP() Airport here

on Teesday recelved a bomb threat tasgeting Terminal L The
throat was later confirmed to be a hoax. Aocording to sources, the
Abrparts Authority of india (AAI) received the threat via amail on
Tisesday marning. “Thi messagenat only alleged the presenceof
an explosive devios within the Terminal 1 building but also named
certain individuals purpartediy linked to the threal.™ a source
said. “Security was significantly increased, Random checking of
passengers and baggage was intensified, and survelllance
mieasues wers further strengthened across the premises,” an
airport official todd TOI. After a thorough search, no suspicious
items were found, While operations a1 Terminal | continued with
caution, security agencies, including the Bomb Detection and
Désposal Squad (BDDS ) and local palice conducted regular

inspections throughaut the facil

ity. Meamwhile, policeare

examining the emall trail to determine its origin and credibility.
An SVPI Airport spokesperson said, *CISF's Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad conducted comprehensive checks in ine with
standard security protocots. After atharough sweep of the
premises, no suspicious obiect or activity was found. Aimport
aperations have continued without disruption,” Dn June 29,2
sirmilar hoax email wixs received, followed by another nine days

later. tun

Initiatives are being under-
taken.

Measures o mitigate
bird strike risks elovated
significantly after the un
fortunate AIlTI crash that
clalmed the lives of some
260 people, incloding 241
passengers and crew mem

bers, in addition to those on
the ground. This 15 because
of fresh concerns around
passenger safety  echoing
across  aviation regulator
and zirport corridors. said
solrces

To address the issue, the
ety alrport has deployed an

expanded team of bivd ehagers
armed with bio-aeoustic deter-
rent aystems and specialised fi
recrickers.

Addiricmally, Farrow's Light
Traps have boen installed to me
duce insect populations that at-
tract insectivorous birds ke ro-
sy starlings. mynas, swifts, and
swallows, Grass culting s un-
deértaken at night by the city air-
port operator. Anti-perching de-
vices are keptal Kotarpur water
works to prevent pigeon roos-
ting

Despite these measures, the
incident count remained high in
2024, suggesting the need for sus-
trined and coordinated action.

“Alongside alrside mithga
tion, we are engaging local mu-
nicipal anthorities to manage
external bird-attracting activi-
ties around the airport perime-
ter. A particular kssue thil needs
urgent attention from the civie
authority 15 the pigeon Mghts
and pigeon racing activity carri-
ad out by lecals in the Sardarna
gar and EKubernagar aro@s,
whichareadjacent tothe airport
perimeter wall This poses a so
rious risk to air safety, and thus,
we look forward 1o urgent inter-
wention by the civic authoriti-

4, an SV airport source sajd
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Bomb threat at
Ahmedabad airport

e

FPJ News Service
AHMEDA BAD{SURAT
plbaistmaltdt bamlusl

A wave of fear and chaos
gripped Gujarat on Tuesday
maorning as Ahmedabad air-
port and 159 schools across
India, including  Surat,
received terror-filled bomb
threats via email, leading to
the deployment of bomb
squads, evacuations, and high
security alerts,

The Ahmedabad Airport
Authority was the first to
raise an alarm after receiving
an ANONYMOUS ermail
threatening a bomb explosion
on the airport premises.
Authorities immediately
declared a high alert and

and 2 schools in Surat

launched an extensive search
operation.

Security forces, including
the Ahmedabad Police, CISF
and the Bomb Disposal Squad
(BDS) swept through the ter-
minal building, parking lot,
cargo section and all sensitive
areas of the airport “We are
treating the threat with
utmost SETiousness.
Passenger safety remains our
top priority,” said an airport
security official.

After hours of combing
operations, no  suspicious
object was found, bringing
temporary relief — but not
without raising serious ques-
tions ahout vulnerahilities in
India’s securitv ecosystem.
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AHMEDABAD

Selfbaggage
drop at airport
Just like domestic
travellers, international
travellers flying out of
Ahmedabad can now also
enjoy & faster baggage
check-in experience, as
the self baggage drop
facility has become
operational at Terminal 2
(T2) of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International (SVPI)
Airport. Emirates isthe
first airline to offer this
service to its passengers
under the initiative rolled
out by the airport
operator, with other
airlines expected to joinin
the coming months.
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High court clears the way for
Mumbai airport to drop Celebi

[P
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BLIMEBAL

he Bombay High Court
Tnn Wednesday vacated

an interim stay that pre-
vented Mumbai International
Adrport Lte (MIAL) from termi-
nating the services of Turkish
ground-handling firm Celebi
Aviation.

The Turkish firmoperatesin
India through Celebi Nas Air-
port Services India. A detailed
order is awaited in the matter.
“The ad interim protection is
vacated,” said a bench led by
Justice Somasekhar Sundare-
san in hisoral order. "Now that
the Delhi HC has repealed the
writ petition (by Celebi)... con-
tinuation of protection will no
be in aid of arbitral proceed-
ing=."he added.

The high court had rejected
Celebi's plea against the Cen-
tre’s actions following Opera-
tion Sindoor.

While Celebi can move the
apexcourt, thebidding process

Bombay high court vacated an
interim stay on MIAL.

fior grovnd handling at Mumbsai
airport is underway. Earlier,
MIAL terminated Celebiscon-
tracts, citing security concerns
related tothe revocation of Cel -
ehi's security clearance by the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-

rity. MIAL placed Celebi's staff

and equipment under the con-
trol of Indo Thai Airpoert Man-
agement Services Pyt Litd,
which is now providing ground
handling and bridge mounting
services at the Mumbai airport.

In May, Celebifiled petitions

in the Bombay high court chal-
lenging both the contract ter-
mination and the security
clearance revocation. Follow-
ing which, it received an
interim relief from the Bombay
High Court.

Om 26 June, in an interim
order, the Bombay high court
restrained MIAL from making
a final decision pertaining to
tenders received for replacing
Celebi. The Bombay high court
today clarified that the interim
refiefwas initially granted only
duetothe pendency of Celebi's
case before the Delhi HC.

The dispute between the
Centre and Celehi arose after
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) revioked Cel-
ebi's licence, citing national
security concerns. The govern-
ment’ smove cameshortly after
Turkey publicly supported
Pakistan and eriticized India’s
military strikes on terror
camps. amid escalating cross-
border tensions.

Foran extended versionof the
slory go folivemint.com
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GMR Airports eyes 5,000 cr
bond sale to boost funding

MR Airports Lid is considering a $3,000 crore local-currency
G bond sale_ according to people familiar with the matter, in what

could bea record rupee issuance for India's second-largest
private airport operator.

The New Delhi-based company is considering to raise the funds
through a note due in 158-months to three vears and will use the
proceeds to refinance existing debt, one of the people said, asking not to
beidentified as the details are private. The firm may aim to price the
securities at about 10.5%, the person said. A representative for GMR
Alrports didn't respond toan email seeking comments.

The company is planning to tap the market as acumulative 100-basis-
point reduction by the central bank this vear brings down borrowing
costs, The fundraising underscores growth prospects for India's
aviation sectorand comes at a time when GMR is looking to expand its
footprint inthe country. BLOOMBERG
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Parliamentary panel backs RRTS
link between I1GI and Jewar airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

parliamentary panel
Ahas recommended that

the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry con-
nect the Indira Gandhi
International Airport and the
under-construction Jewar air-
port through the Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
corridors.

The Standing Committee
on Housing and Urban Affairs,
chaired by Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy, appreciat-
ed the efforts of the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) for
ensuring multimodal integra-
tion of RRTS with other trans-
port modes such as metro
rail, railways, inter-state bus
terminals (ISBTs), bus depots
and expressways.

In its report, the committee
emphasised that Jewar Airport
is expected to become a key

The committee
recommended that
both airports to be
connected with the
RRTS network to boost
regional connectivity

transport hub for residents of

Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh
Nagar, and nearby areas in the
future. The growth of dense
residential areas, employment
opportunities, entertainment
zones, educational institutions,
and healthcare facilities along
the Ghaziabad-Noida-Greater
Noida corridor makes it even
more crucial to connect these
areas through a fast, safe,
reliable, and efficient transport
system like RRTS.

“The integration of RRTS
will not only improve
connectivity but will also
enhance the ridership and
financial viability of the Delhi-
Meerut Corridor. It will

provide much-needed con-
nectivity to Jewar Airport, a
vital node in the region’s
transportation network,” the
committee said.

The panel also noted that
two major transport nodes in
Delhi-NCR — Indira Gandhi
International Airport and
Jewar Airport — are yet to be
integrated with the RRTS
network.

Regarding the IGIA-RRTS
integration, the committee
acknowledged that earlier it
had been informed the linkage
would be implemented via
the Delhi-SNB corridor.
“However, the DPR {Detailed
Project Report) for this corri-
dor is curren[l\- being revisit-
ed by NCRTC it said.

The committee, therefore,
recommended that both
airports be connected to
the RRTS network to boost
regional connectivity
and streamline passenger
movement.
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Auxiliary power unit
of Al Airbus catches
fire at Delhi airport

Sawrabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The auxiliary power unit (APT)
of an Air India Airbus A321 (TV-TVG), locat-
ed in the tail section, caught fire at Delhi’s In-
dira GandhiInternational Airport when pas-
sengers were disembarking after its arrival
from Hong Kong on Tuesday The aircraft,
which had around 170 people on board, was
damaged, but the passengers and crew were
unhurt.

The airline reported the incident to regu-
lator Directorate General of Civil Aviation.
Sources say this could be a maintenance is-
sue. An Al spokesperson said, “Flight AL 315,
operating from Hong Kong to Delhi on July
22, 2025, experienced an APU fire shortly af-
ter it landed and parked at the gate. The inci-
dent occurred while passengers began dis-
embarking, and the APU was automatically
shut down as per system design. There was
some damage to the aircraft; however, pas-
sengers and crew members disembarked
normally and are safe. The aircraft has been
grounded for further investigations, and the
regulator has been duly notified.”

There have been instances of APUfailure
orfireboth on the ground and in flight global-
l¥. In June 2016, the cabin of a fully loaded Air-
bus A330of aforeignairline on the ground at
London's Heathrow Airport was engulfed
with smoke, and an emergency evacuation
was Initiated. Investigation found that the
smoke was caused when an APU seal failed
and hot oil entered the bleed air supply.
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Auxiliary power unit
of Al Airbus catches
fire at Delhi airport

Sawrabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The auxiliary power unit (APT)
of an Air India Airbus A321 (TV-TVG), locat-
ed in the tail section, caught fire at Delhi’s In-
dira GandhiInternational Airport when pas-
sengers were disembarking after its arrival
from Hong Kong on Tuesday The aircraft,
which had around 170 people on board, was
damaged, but the passengers and crew were
unhurt.

The airline reported the incident to regu-
lator Directorate General of Civil Aviation.
Sources say this could be a maintenance is-
sue. An Al spokesperson said, “Flight AL 315,
operating from Hong Kong to Delhi on July
22, 2025, experienced an APU fire shortly af-
ter it landed and parked at the gate. The inci-
dent occurred while passengers began dis-
embarking, and the APU was automatically
shut down as per system design. There was
some damage to the aircraft; however, pas-
sengers and crew members disembarked
normally and are safe. The aircraft has been
grounded for further investigations, and the
regulator has been duly notified.”

There have been instances of APUfailure
orfireboth on the ground and in flight global-
l¥. In June 2016, the cabin of a fully loaded Air-
bus A330of aforeignairline on the ground at
London's Heathrow Airport was engulfed
with smoke, and an emergency evacuation
was Initiated. Investigation found that the
smoke was caused when an APU seal failed
and hot oil entered the bleed air supply.
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Indian airports see three
DGCA

bird strikes a day:

Four Jetliners Had To Make
Emergency Landings In June

Sanny.Baski @timesafindiacom
mifian  airporiz  are e
cording at least three bind
strikes daily, the Directo-

rate Gonernl of Civil Avie

tion (DGCA) hos revealed in o

reply 1o a Right to Information

{RTT) request.

As per the BT reply, the
confirmed bird strilkes report-
el o the DGCA during 2024
stood at 1278 When comparing
this with dats from the civil
aviathon minkstey fhr preced

Hyderabad §IEES

"RIRD HITS
(2020-23)

ly aseent, and landing. These
incidents are frequent an lower
altitides where birds aoe (Vi
cally fisund in greater numbers.
The lkelthood of such colli

Bengalury 214

VULTURES GIVE WAY
TO BLACK KITES

ccording to “Wildiife
Collisions ta Alrcraft
in india - A Comparative

ing years. such incidends wit-  sions is influenced by various Analysis of Hazardaus

neszed 8 twolold ncvease over  factors, ncluding the naturnd Species imvplved in

the past skx vears In 2019, the  behaviour of birds, surround- Different Time Perinds’,

annual bivd hit coune was 581 ing habitats, and sessonal mi- the number of species
The situstion hos bocome  gration rowfes, cxperts sald invalved in bird hits has

particularly  concerning  in “When birds collide with almast doubbed. Serious

vecen! tmes, with four air aireeafl engines, 1 necess) strikes due to ﬂ-ﬂtUI'EE

being forced to make
an emergency landing In the
last month, On July 9, a Del-

tates swilching to an alter-
nale engine and executing an
emwrgency nding. Similady

are negligible, with black
kites now accounting for

hitowand flight carrying 169 bird strikes on the windshield | Most of the hits,
passengere enoimtensd i bird  seguice mmediake acthon. Cer In 'l'h;e recent past,
sirike immediately after taking  tain types of dmnage, particu- black kites nre_the
off from Paina airport and ree  larly 1o components | ke wings, cause of the highest
turned to its origin, bevome spparent anly after the | - Samage and also have
The MoCA dats shews  afreraft lands. These eolligions | the highest probability
that among all cities, Delhi typically happen at bower al- of causing damage
recorded the highest mmber  titudes, around 2000 feet, al {BL.17%) when struck.
of bind strikes during 2080-23,  though bird striles can occur | The number of damage-
with 512 incidents. Mumbai  even when aircraft are ﬂlmg causing incidents
followed with 280 incldesits, at 10000 feet,” said Capt CS invalving various critical
Ahmedahacd with 236, and Ranilm-l.al president, Fml- species for the period
Benpalury with 214 bird b eration of Indian Fllots from 2005 to 2018

strilkies. Hvderabad regis:
tered 145 hird strikes during
e s poriod

fold TOL
According w0 GMR Hydera-
Bl International Alrport Lid

inchedes bats, lapwings,
swifts, rock pigeons,

Aviation experts (GHIALY, robeist and techne- farks, mmk—kgﬁ?‘
alrerall enoounters wllh I||.11'll ogy-driven bird contral smeate. Wm.:: WS, i
predominantly happen when §gies including high-frequency GOves TR egiis,
planesareclosastiothegroand, Jacoustic devices, have been | Indianroliers,the

spocifically durbng take-off. pars

deploved near the ruomways

study added.
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Al plane’s power unit catches

fire at IGI; fliers & crew safe

New Delhi, July 22: An
Air India A321 plane’s
auxiliary power unit
caught fire after land-
ing at the Delhi airport
on Tuesday afternoon,
and all passengers and
crew members are safe,
“Flight Al 315, operat-
ing from Hong Kong to
Delhi on 22 July 2025,
experienced an auxil-
jary power unit (APL)
fire shortly after it had
landed and parked at
the gate. The incident
occurred while passen-
gers had begun disem-
barking, and the APU
was automatically shut
down as per system
design,” an airline
spokesperson said in a
statement.

The spokesperson said
there was some damage

+ INCIDENT OCCUR-
RED while passengers
had begun disembark-
ing, and APU was auto-
matically shut down as
per system design

to the aircraft, while
passengers and crew
members disembarked
normally and are safe.
“The aircraft has been
grounded for further
investigations and the
regulator has been duly
notified,” the
spokesperson added.
The flight, operated
with an A321 aircraft,
landed at 12:12 pm at the
Delhi airport, as per
information awvailable
on flight tracking web-
site Flightradar24.com.
— PTI
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Air India inspects Boeing fleet’s

fuel switch, no i1ssues found

MUMBAL July 22: Private
carrier Air India on Tuesday
said it has completed “pre-
cautionary” inspection of the
locking mechanism of the fuel
control switch (FCS) on its
Boeing 787 and 737 aircraft
fleet and no issues were
found.

Aviation safety regulator
DGCA last week directed
airlines to inspect the fuel
switch locking system in their
Boeing 787 and 737 planes
by July 21 after the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AAIR) said in its pre-
liminary report that fuel
switches were cut off before

the Air India plane crash last
month.

Aidr India flight A1 171, op-
erated with Boeing 787-8, en

route to London Gatwick,
crashed soon after takeoff
from Ahmedabad on June 12,
killing 241 of the 242 passen-

gers onboard and another 19
an the ground.

“In the inspections, no is-
sues were found with the said
locking mechanism,” the
Tata Group airline said in a
statement.

Fuel control switches reg-
ulate the flow of fuel into the
aircraft engines.

Inits preliminary report on
the Boeing 787-8 crash,
AAIB =aid the fuel supply to
both engines of the plane was
cut off within a gap of ane sec-
ond, causing confusion in the
cockpit soon after takeoff.

% SEE PAGE 2

(Contd from page 1)

Boeing 787s are part of Air
India’s fleet, while B737s are
operated by its low-cost sub-
sidiary Air India Express.
Besides these, other domes-
tic carriers — IndiGo, Spice-
jet and Akasa — also have
these types of aircraft in their
operations.,

With this, the two airlines
— Al and AIX - have com-
plied with the directives of
the DGCA issued on July 14,
Air India said in the state-
ment. Air India said it start-

Air India ...

ed voluntary inspections on
July 12 and completed them
within the prescribed time
limit set by the DGCA.

There are more than 150
Boeing 737s and 787s being
operated by Indian airlines.
Of these, IndiGo has seven
B737 Max 8 and one B787-9.
All these are leased planes —
either on wet or damp lease
—and therefore, they are not
registered in India,

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA), in 2018,
flagged the potential disen-

gagement of the fuel control
switch locking feature on cer-
tain models of Boeing aircraft,
mcluding 7875 and 737s.

It was mentioned in a Spe-
cial Airworthiness Informa-
tion Bulletin (SAIB), but there
was no airworthiness
directive, indicating that the
1ssue was not a safety concern.

“In the cockpit voice re-
cording, one of the pilots is
heard asking the other why
did he cut ofi? The other pi-
lot responded that he did not
do so,” the AAIB prelimi-

nary report said.

AAIB, which mentioned
FAA's SAIB in the report, did
not suggest any recommend-
ed action.

Air India has a total of 33
wide-body Boeing 787s,
while Air India Express has
around 75 narrow-body 737s.

Akasa Air and Spice]et op-
erate Boeing 737s. IndiGo
also operates Boeing 787 and
737s, but they are leased
from foreign airlines, which
means they won't be subject
tothe DGCA directive.— PTI
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Auxiliary power unit of

Al plane catches fire Auxiliary ...

{Contd from page 1)

NEW DELHI, July 22: An Air India A321 plane’s auxiliary The spokesperson said there was some damage to the
power unit caught fire after landing at the Delhi airport on aircraft, while passengers and crew members disembarked
Tuesday afternoon, and all passengers and crew members normally and are safe. “The aircraft has been grounded for
are safe, “Flight Al 315, operating from Hong Kong to Delhi further investigations and the regulator has been duly noti-
on 22 July 2025, experienced an auxiliary power unit (APL) fied,"” the spokesperson added.
fire shortly after it had landed and parked at the gate, The The flight, operated with an A321 aircraft, landed at 12:12
incident occurred while passengers had begun disembark- pm at the Delhi airport, as per information available on flight
ing, and the APL was automatically shut down as per sys- tracking website Flightradar24.com. - PTI

tem design,” an airline spokesperson said.
7 SEE PAGE 2
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Air India crash exposes ‘legal black box’ in aviation

India needs a dedicated aviation liability law embedding both civil and criminal accountability mechanisms

=
Poonam Verma Sengupta

he Air India Fl:i.g]:ltAI 171 erashin

Ahmedsbad on Fune 12, 2025,

was tragic. The unfortunate
event not only plunged the nationin
wi read grief but also highlighted the
niﬁ:c quEJn:nd LL'|5I:i1:u|:'u|:|Ennlg!.I
vulnerabitities of the country's aviation
framework. With air travel central to
underpinning mobility and commerce,
India's aviation lew covering
imvestigation, compensation and
accountahility urgenthy need reform for
effective enforcement. We examine the
legal regime around aviation safety in
India, identify structural improvement
opportunities and s t & more
muanced, responsive legal framework.

The Aireraft Accident Investigation
Burean [;U.IB_], under the Accident
Investigation Rules, 2017, conducts
crash m\-tstlgahm']smd.cpt:nd:nth from
DGCA (Directorate General of Civil
Awiation). AAE's mandate is, however,
limited toidentifving causes rather than
assigning blame Hability.
aligned with Annex 13 of Chicago
Convention, this limited mandate
creates a gap between technical findings
and legal accountability, often leaving
victims' families without closure.

On the compensation front,
international passengers can receive ap
to 128,821 SDR (T1.5 crore) under the
Montreal Comvention (via Carriage by
Air Act, 1972) without proof of fault,
whereas a 2014 MoCA (Ministry of Civil
Aviation) notification caps domestic

passengers’ entitlement to justT20 lakh,
a limit that appears increasingly at odds
with economic realities. This legal
asymmetry between c‘u:ru:.cshc and
international regime is a matter of
concern from the perspective of both
legal consistency and constitutional
valoes.

The recourse under the Indian
aviation law, ﬂlr:rl:ﬁ:irl: seems to be
insufficient c COTSUMETs to
turn to ordi Dm-fl ncls. For
instance, post I:hr. mlﬂ\ia:tgalnr: crash,
the courts relied on alternative begal
routes under the Consumer Protection
Actto aﬁardh;gcrmmp:rﬁamn such
asin Triveni Kodkany v Afr India Ltd.
(2021, This imitation coupled with
AAIB's limited powers, leaves victims in

a prolonged legal limbo.

STRUCTURAL ISSUES
Resoorce limitations further underscore
these structural issues. In March 2035,
Parlismentary Committee reported that
AATB's T20 crore budget for the fiscal
year falls short of supporting the
technical sophistication required for
modern crash analysis, Sourcing of the
‘Golden Chassis® [identical EAFR
{Enhanced Aitharne Flight Recorders)
unit ] and Download Cables from NTSE
(National Transportation Safety Board),
U5, as revealed in AATR's preliminary
investigation report dated Jaly 12, 2025,
highlights the infrastructural
constraints for the top investigative
body.

In addition, India lacks a dedicated
legal framework for criminal negligence

LEGAL RECOURSE. insufficient under
Indian aviation law

in aviation. The generic provisions of the
Afreraft Act, 1934 offer imited scope —
AAIB findings are inadmissible in court
and procedural hurdles like missing
prosecution sanction, stall
eocountability. In contrast, other
junsdictions explicithy criminalise
n:gll.gcnt conduct that endangers
aviation. India needs a dedicated
avigtion liability law embedding both
civil and eriminal scconntabality
mechanisms.

Turning back to the AT 171 incident,
AAIE's preliminary investigation report
sugpests that the engine fuel switches
unexpectedly moving from ‘Run’ to
‘Cutoff" with Engine 2 failing to recover
and sustain speed, may have led to the
crash. The report refers to US's Federal
Aviation Administration's (FAA's) SAIR
No. NM-18-33, dated December 17,
2018, which had recommended
engagement of the fuel control switch
locking feature invarious Boeing models
including 7H7-8=

AATR's report however highlights that
Air India did not carry out the suggested
inspections as the safety bulletin was
advisory and not mandatory. Though no
defoct Ern:ammg to the fuel control
switch has been reported by Air India
since 2023, the question that remains is:
how can accountability be assessed in
the absence of a dedicated legal
framework in this domain?

Toaddress these ongoing challe =
India may consider mﬁ:ﬂﬂm@ s
suggestive legal reforms:

Amend the Investigation Rules,
2017 to enable AATR findings to form the
basis for civil or criminal proceedings
where warranted.

Harmonise compensation standards
across domestic and international
flights to uphold fairmess and parity.

Create a dedicated aviation I:Lah:ht\r
forum/tribunal to streamline
resalution and ensure accountahility.

Allocate adequate funding/resources
to aviation safety bodies in line with
their critical and expanding mandate,

In conclusion, the A1171 crash is not
an isolated tragedy, but is a crucial test
case for India's aviation legal apparatus.
An effective regulatory regime is one
that supports timely justice and works
proactively to prevent future mishaps,
rather than placing the burden on
victims and families to navigate complex
processes, Fora country on the brink of
becoming a global aviation hub, reform
cannot be optional. It must be
structural, legal and thoughtfully paced.

Theevariter & Partner, JS& Advocates and Solictors
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Akasa Air to boost capacity by
30%in FY 26, eyes global push

—
Bur Buress
Rt

Almea Air is charting an ag
preszive growth course for
Y26, ramping up cpacity
an both domestic and inter-
nalional rouRce &S i posi-
nhans sl i@ a crodible na-
wonal aleermative o IndiGo
arsd Alr Indaa.

With alreraft  delveries
picking up ond global traved
demand rising, the mirling
plans o expand capacicy by
30 per cent this Ascal, with
up o a quarter of it deplayed
on internatiomal sectors.

Al Adr's capacity will
increise 30 per ctnt in FY36
over the st fscal with a
plck-up in aireraft deliversca
e hgwe 775 pilogs oo and
all of therm will sart fving by
the end of the fiscal year”
Chief Fimancial Officer
Amkur Goel sid on Tuesday.
Al is aiming o bayve It
planes by 2032 from the 30
N,

Akasa Alr began opera-
1'-ll|15-|l'-:"22-=4l'l.1l§tlﬂ[l.‘$3"l
Roeing 737 Max airerefron X3
domestic and 5 international
destinations, These include
Aby Dhabl, Doba, Feddak,
Harwais amd Rivmidh

FORCLE ON 5-E ALY
Aimm Air's oversems push

EXPANSION PLAN. The diilns 5 el o

coames amid a rise in intema
tianal nir travel. Owerall in
dustry wide capadity to/from
Inifia is § per cemt higher in
July vear-on-yesr with sigmi-
ficant sddition in fighms
1o Abu Déhabi, Thailand and
Vietnam. While Coel did nat
specly routes, the arline is
likerly b focus oo South-Eat
Adialor expansion

Ineernarionsl rontes will
also help ehse aleline insprove
abrcraft utilsation and better
ity revenue. In FY35, Aknm
Air saw a A4 per cent increase
in revenue as it expanded o
pacity. This veur's perform-
ande {8 even betler with an
ineresse m revene and 4 re-
duction m wit oost Gn the
firstquarter. he gl

Akass Alr did not share a¢-
tual figures. A media repart
hed carlicr sadd Akasa Alr's
net loes widened 18 per cent
o U158 crare In FY25 due
toh COSLE.

While it is comman for
compamies o incur losses

uf & 5-F Adla

during the sarm-up phase,
Alkasa ir willl register oper
sting profit soom, Goel saad.

The airfine’s unit revemue
rose 13 per cent and fis unit
oot (excluding  fuel) de
clined 7 per cent in FY18 as
the airfine scaled up its oper-
ations and derived bunefits
from better shots, imgroyved
sales and distributson, amd
beand searenees

FUNDREAISE FLAN
in Febroary, Almsm an
nounced the signing of
agreements with the invess
ment offioes of Azim Prengi
and Bamjin Pai and funds
maged by 3600NE Adser
1o s dfcnnd T 000 grorne.
While the Competition
Comenission of Indin has
chenred the stale gabe, Aknsa
Adr s sl 1o reccive approval
from  the  government
Cxoe] mabd chere are no roadb-
locks 10 fund raise bat dad
not give § dendline for
completion
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Opemng soon: Terminal trials begin at Noida International Airport

ﬂﬂhﬂ Vaid
Wew Delli

Moving a step closer to oper-
ationalisation, the Noida In-
ternational Airport has initi-
ated ‘terminal trials’, a
critical phase that signals
the start of final pre
tions before it becomes fully
functional, industry sources
told businessline.

According to sources, the
full-fledged ‘terminal trials’
focus on testing passenger
processes, Systems inr&gﬁl—
tion and coordination
among  various  airport
partners.

Notably, the programmie,
known as the ‘Operational

TIRHIHA!L BUZZ. The airport is expected to handle around
5 million passengers in its maiden year of commercial operations

Readiness  Activation &
Transition” (ORAT), will
continue until the commis-
sioning, ensuring that all
components of the airport
ecosystem are “thoroughly

tested and ready for real-
time operations”.

When contacted, author-
ities at NIA confirmed the
development.

As per NIA officials, the

scope of ORAT at rhe green-
field airport is “compre-
hensive” and structured
phase-wise.

An official said that ORAT
spans preparedness of infra-
structure, operational sys-
tems and personnel, includ-
ing stakcholders such as
airlines, ground handling
RgEI'H:I'ES commercial con-
cessionaires and other key
service providers.

Besides  infrastructure
readiness, the programme
also aims to foster seamless
coordination across all air-
port functions.

“The phase-wise ORAT
process began early in the
project lifecycle with the for-
mulation of operational con-

cepts, manuals and proced-
ures,” an NIA official told
businessiine.

AIRSIDE OPERATIONS

In May 2025, sources told
businessline that India's civil
aviation safety watchdog
had commenced the inspec-
tion of NIA for granting the

regulatory clearance re-
quired to start commercial
fight operations.

[nitially, only domestic
operations might start, fol-
lowed by international
flights.

At present, the Air Con-
trol Tower (ATC) has be-
come operational,

The Noida International
Airport is expected to handle

around 5 million passengers
in its maiden vear of com-
mercial nperatinns.

In its first phase of devel-
opment, the airport, with
one runway and one ter-
minal, will have a capacity to
handle 12 million passen-
gers annually.

After the completion of
the fourth phase, the airport
will have the capacity to
manage 70 million passen-
gers per year.

The airport missed its
completion deadline two
times, once scheduled at the
end of 2024 and the other in
April 2025, due to sourcing
constraints of materials like
structural steel and roofing
work.
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Air India seeks loan for
purchasing aircraft
—

Alr India s sesiong a bank loa
of about $200 million o
purchase afleet of Boeing 777
plan=s from a Us-hased aircrafe
leasing company, according to
souroes. Al Fleet Services IFSC
Ltd, & GIFT City-registered
subsidiary of Air india, is the
borrower of the Inan, they said
The group, which opsrates bwo
alrline brands, purchases and
leases aircraft via this entity

T OO PG

Auxiliary power unit of
Al alreraft catches fire

M Delhiz A1 Alr Inclia 8321
plane’s auailiary power unit
caught fre after landing at the
Dealhii aarport on Tussday
afterncon, and all passengers
and creve members are safe
“Flight Al 315, operating fram
Hong Kong to Delhi on 22 July
2025, expersnced an suiliary
poswer unit fire shorthy aftar it
had landed and parked at the
HArE” an Airline pokeneroon
said In & statement. e
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Dealing with an air crash

Institutional reform is the order of the day, instead of
worrying about how information leaked

Even as the country reels from the 10ss of 260 Hves
Lin thee traghe crash ol Alr Indla's flight from Ahmeds-
Dbad o London on Pune 12, thers is 2 grewing semnss
of unease over the way the investigation imo the
acchdent has been conducted. A quick assessment
of recent developments would suggest thar such
unsiae and concern have been caused by the aurh-
orithes’ fallire o anticipate the huge consequences
and ramifieations of this secident and take necess-
ary stepd in advance to ensure & competant hand-
Ling of its investigation and management of the
externa enviromment.

Make no mistake about the enammity of the acci-
dent thar took place within half a
minure of Alrindla 71 taking off from ’
Ahmestabad snd crashing Into o haosted
that housed medical students. This
enormlty arose not just because of the
aaiber ol casusltise. There ware many
othier Exctors that perhags wene [gnored
by the authorsies.

Firsly, this was the world's firs

this seeldent nnd los findings. Tierest ln
this lvestigation was high akas becanse this sect-
dent involving a Boelng alrcraft came after a few
other aocldents and malfunctloning repars Lol
wing Boeing planes, sithough of differemt types.
Dosalng was Interested in the nvessigation report,
perhaps more than anyons else, &5 DISSeRuers” per-
ception and atrlines’ cholceof its atreraft would have
been Influenced by the kind of respansibilities that
thee B bngs sl have fiaed onie

Secondly, this wes the frstrime the Alrcraft Acct-
dent Investigaron Buresn (AAIR), o departmiznt
under the Unkon ministry of elvil avistion, con-
ducted the invessigation of 4 major air cragh within
Indin's shores. Earlier, the cockplr volce record and
the flkghn data record would be sent abroad for
retrbaval and for eventuwally seriving ot a conclusbon.
The AAIN had recently soquired domestie capacity

-
L
F

mujor ale crash lovolving o Bodng  RASINA HILL  ¥ew Even though Adr Indls was no
Dreamiiner. Naturally, global antention tonger a stare-owned enterprise, the
was focused on the investigation intp A KBEHATTACHARYA responslblity of the civil aviation min-

ILLLISTRATION . ASATA BMORSKTY

toretrbeve sich records, which was an achlevement
¥ex, it should luve recogrised the néed for exercising
grestervigiones, st least fortwo reasoos. This lnes-
tigatlon was its first such exercise and, therefore,
would have come under closer scruniny by global
stakehoelders in the aviation sectoe. Equally Linpor-
tant, sven o rerde sugpestion that sbeolved eithe
the alrcraft manufacturer or the aldine operting it
arithe pilots commanding that ill-Eated fight would
Teve been inherently controversial.

Thilrdly. the crash of Alr lndls i was the fest
such accident that teok place after the akrline was
privatised In Jamsary 207z Slnce the Tatas ook over
Alr Indla, jrs services hove been under
watcly, There were many Ineldents
tmvolving  passenger  mishehoviour
during flight=. which could have been
handisd more maturely and earefully.
Thene were dlso repons of altcraft-
related incidents, which mised gues-
thonid about how well the planes had
been malntabned from asate=ty polnt of

bstry waas no less than before the owner-
ship chiangs.

Finally, e accident ook place in Ahmedahad,
the capizal clty of Gujarmi. The deach of so many
people In an aircraft crash ln any part of the country
ol b moirmed s s natlonal rregedy, Bt G jaar
s alen the simre whose leading politbcians are at the
halm of the Unlon government in Naw Delhi
Indesd, one of the casualries of this sceldent wasa
former chief minkster of Gujirst, Vijay Rupank
Home Minister Amit Shah visited Ahmedabad the
same day of the crash and Prime Minlstes Marendra
Modi wes Lo the clry the following dey. Beyond the
el Joss of o marry lves in the alreraft and on the
ground, the political sensitvicy of this accident
coulkd hardly be underestimated.

Yet, the manner in wiich the AATR has handled
the Investigation wouild sesm to suggest thar it was

oblivious 1o the many ramlficatons of the four fae-
tors thar made the Ahmedahad alr crash unlquely
algnificant. Golng by repons. for nstance, the cons-
poaithon of the AAIR committee lefi much 1o be
desired. According to experts, the absance of & pilot
Inowledgeable shout a Dreamliner, which is highty
relinnt onelectronic systems, was quite parring,

Of course, the AATR shonld be complimentad for
thex time-bound mannes lnwhich it Aralised the proe-
limimary report within one month of the sectdent.
But wihas was the need for releasing the report late in
the evening on & Friday? Apan rommeeting a dead-
ltne, itserved no other purpose. On the contrary. it
gove rfse 1o needless spaculaton over what the
report revealed, which the AATB orthe aviation min-
tstry made no effort 10 scotch through an officlal
beiefing. The AATH teportwins not even signed by amy
of the members win were parrof the commimes tat
Imvestigated the crash and prepared the preliminary
report. Some experts have also Indicated thar e
preliminary repost falled to caprure eritbeal seg-
ments of the conversation the two pllots had o the
cockpir Indeed, they have argued that interpreting
the entire 40 minutes of the cockpitvolos recorder or
the Akght data recordes would not have taken more
than rwo s, So, winywasn tohar resk nnderalken
to lend clnrlty to what really happened?

Worse, secthons of the forelan medla seemed o

have socessed some segments. of the pikes’ conver-
aation to presemt o different perspective on why the
alrcraft crashed. In 4 competitive medis snviron-
ment, such reports heve fuedled further speculation
over the canses of the crash, Tobe sre, the AATR has
explained in s repart that lts objective b mot 1o reach
comelisions abvout the reasons of the crash, but w
shed Hght on what happened during those crucial
minutes before the plane went dowi Both the AATR
&nid the Matlonsl Transportation Safery Board of the
U5 have deseribed those maedls reports alyost the
probable couses of the crash as premarure and
apecularive, besod on sebactive and unvertfied repor-
ting. But incalculable damage has already been done
tothe morale of pilot o the industry and 1o the enn-
fldence af ordinary thers in the country.

Cinald the authorites have prevenied such unfor-
rurate developments bn the wake of the repar onthe
adreraft crash? Perhaps the clvll aviaion mindstry
could have recogised the emorminy of this crash and
prepared the AAIR und its investizating ream for ls
sersithvities. Perhapssenlor naired pllotswith expes}-
ence in flying such state-of-the-urt alrerft like the
Dreambiner coudd have been inducted o the boves-
tigatlon commimes o thelr expert views obtained
bedore fialbsl g the report, Perhaps, the ministry and
the AATR could have held more frequent and even
informal medin imeractionstoexplatnthe intricacies
and dimensions of the secldent. Kesphisrthem undear
e e prormbshng o veves thiem e Ansl repon
Afteryyearwas not s good bdes.

Aninstimrional reform ofthe AAIT and eventhe
ministry b in order. Underrakdng such reforms can
beeasier If the ministry takes the primary step of fill-
ing neardy hall the technieal posrs in (s regulatory
arm, the Directorate Genetal of Civil Avintion, India
is not short of lechaieal people or pllots Having
maore of these experts on these bodies would anly
improve thelr efficacy and enhance thelr ability o
handiesuchemengency tasks of conducting inveszi-
gations intoan afreraft crash. And thereshould be na
compromise on maldng communlestion faster and
more effective,



HITaa = =
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI 23 JULY 2025

Noissue found

in Boeing fleet’s
fuel-control
switches: A-1

DELFAK PRTTL
Wiy Dnifta L iy
————

Alr Iy o Tuesabary salil the slrline mnd Bs e onat
subsldlary, Adr i Expresd, Do completel pee
colonary Inspecrions anthe lnekeg mechanism of
e Aie-coarm sl eawiiedies on sl thels Boeing 787 and
Eeving Ty alemi. and o enes were Anul.
Withls the rve alrfines have compliesd with the
illrectives of the D4 recumme Gened of DI Adarion
TDOCA) s o Suly 14, Adr 1ndls ssid in 6 e
meri. The alrline his [y communicsied thissa
e regulaion
The DGEA dirscive Tolowsd the prediminey
repoi reieasal on July 12 by the Adresf Anckient
Irmvestiezion Hureaw CAATR), wilch & probing the
S 1 crady of Abr Indls Nighr Adim char kilied 260
prople. The port found
that barth engine luclcon
i swichees, wikch mga
Leere e v iof Bawe] s Shee
alirmit engines on Boeing,
7h7. hod  CransEioned
e "™ o Tl juss
revoils e paleodl from. [ %
Ahmedabad, Esulinglna W
e i e s
"In the inspections,
o lssues were Tound
with e sadd lecling PACER
mectunism T me i -3 plime’s
Sl babd uu_\ili_ur!.
Aceeeding o the pue H
Iipipsary yepos, the cock ]'III.T‘H-L'I'III'IIII
plvvokcepeconder caprured catches fine
one pllot asking che ocher  An Al ndla plane's
wiyihe Fusl was cutoff, to - ausdlisry pesves unii
wiuch the L replied  cighe fire sfber land
that he sl mob done B A g s thee Delh alipon
Slyray call wes made oo Tuesday Afemoon
shiorly befoge the dioesl  and sl pessengsrs and
cmshed imn & Mulldlsg crewmenbers aresale.
Rl alipam T e
Mrheugh  the  eoc
o o T Sa e 1MAETEETR 0 AT FEmal un
deesmined, the incident peompeed the DOCA
Iesos @ mansleory inspecion mies on Ay e
The DOCA onler refevenced & 2008 Special idr
wuniiness Infoemion Balesn (SATH Erom the £S5
Frderal Avlarion Adminisrarion (FAAL The bullety
laxd warned ofthe possdiliny thar Honsywel manu
Tty Aied oo sudiches o cemaln Toeing &l
cenly, e hading the 737 and 757 moight be inealled b
i wy thar disabies theis Incking mechasizm, which
IS s w0 prevens accidemsl switch movemens
e "Run® o Cunell™
However, the FAA dld mof Bwoe sy feesh
dieective afher the AT ceash and The 3008 SAIR
el aisary. Tiam tmPage & b

Noissue found in Boeing
fleet's fuel-control
switches, says Air India

The UK Civil Aviation
Aathaoriry has stated that
there is no meed for any
pction by Bosing.
Meanwhibe, some for-
egm carriers; sisch as Sin-
gapare  Aifdines  amd
Erilasd  Adrways.  con-
ductad  precautiomary
checkson theirown,
The DGCAS July 14
order reguired  Indin
operators of aflecied

Hoeing aérrafl to cam-
plete inspectinns by July
Hund report back . Basing,
777 were exempl fmom
the oider, a8 they did not
use the switches under

scTnilimy.
The DGCA order
aprpligd 1o Boeing Oessod

v Inclinm corriers — Adr
Erikin, Akr India Express,
Irhiten,  Splcefet,  anr
Ak Afr
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Akasa sees no demand
dip despite A-I crash

DEEFAK PATEL
Parws Diathe, 22 july

Mk i continues reconding “healily™ koad
Tnctors ancd traveller confdenos = passersr
demand remaing analfected since the Al
crash bt month, the fnn's chiel krancial
afficer, Ankiur Goel, said an Tuessday.

Wi really bhaven't Swen any impact. | see
the load Esctors amd they are very healthy,”
Goe] Saricd af & melin rousdialde

He: audded that people are sl flying with
confidence. “Despte the aigguish, we believe
the sctior & resilient and robust. People ane
still travelling with o Jot of Gith and confi-
dence that airfines will do everything poss-
ible [or them o have = e experience and
travel " he noted.

Pugarding e imvuctone, Cosl ixid rogu-
Istory approvals are in the final stages ad-
cling theene is no esdemal borrowing planned.

Akasa Air, which began operations inAu-
st 3022, had on Febnary 6 announced that
it bl sigie] agreernents
with investon, inchuding

Abperall vtilission has risen 1o over i3
hours per day, compared o 163 hours -
itiafly. “This was o conscions call. Mow, we
e using oar planes more,” Goel said.

The airline is also mainiaining & SLrong
pilet pipeline. Al our plobs {7700 will start
fying by the end of this hnancial yeer” he
saidl. Goeel noted that FY25 losses widened
due 1o rapid growth in (he oetwork bul key
financial indicator have improved. “0ur
Etitcla muargin has beoame better by 50 per
cemil o FY25" he said

While overall losses remain, uimit rev-
eniie{earnings per avaikable seat kilometre)
rase 13 per cenl and unil cost (cosl per
availahle seat kiloametne) doopped 8 per cent
year-on-year, driven by scabe and efi-
ciency, he moled:

His slis cosifirmsed thial Al b not fushi-
Hingd 1o et odler adreralt b bridlpe capacing.
“We see whal is hnancially prodent for us.
e wanted 1o waik for the new Bosing capac-
iry,” Godd explained. Gisel said the airline

aims o Bave one-foirth
af it total capacity de-

Premiji Invest, Ranjan Pad's % PEOPLE ARE STILL ployed oo international
ivestment allice, and 30 TRAVELLING WITH A LOT OF roniles by the end of FY 26,
Ome Asset I infiee fesh FAITH AND CONFIDENCE Gosl credited the gov-
capital into the irine. THAT AIRLINES WILL DO ernment for supparting

Goel dismised ay EVERYTHING POSSIBLE FOR airling growth through
immediate concerns aver  THEM TD HAVE A SAFE tnxation relief g@ven on
detmys in Boeing de- EXPERIENCE ANDTRAVELY  aviation turbine fued
liveries, saying regular ﬂnh:r(.;d LATF] and mainkenans,
commumnication with the mepair and - ovechaul

arorallt maker has kept the
arline's confdence intact.

Alcxici expects its emtine Boeing
arder of 226 BE7iy Max planes 1o be
deliveresd by 2002

From 3027, the airline will alsn
begin receiving the batger Ma-o0
variant, offering 227 seals oo~
pared to the 189 in the Max-8 our-
rently inits eel. The aidine opeates
A0 aincrlt, inchuding 2 Ma-fs and
seven higher-capacity Mux-8-
200s Goel sl increns-
ing seal count per
afrcrall andd wtilisa-
tion were  helping
drive down  unit
Costs,

Chaaf flaraia officed, Abas o

(MRO) spridoes
He =aid Aksss remains com-
mmitted o building for the long
term, with a clear focus on im-
proving its Rask-Cask dilTeren-

tinl, sirengthening cash
reserves, and malnlaining capi-
Ll dhiscapline.

Marrow-body aircrafl leases
e G132 yemes, Implying thal most
of Akscr's Max fOeef will sty
through 1032, “Nat a kot al
planes will be returned 10
lessnre " Goel said. Irs
Roaal (Bt S5z bry The
end of 2032 % ex-
pected o be
arotnd 236,
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A-Iplane's APU
catches fire after
landing in Delhi

FRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hira Dadrd, 12 by

A Adr India A plane’s ansdliary power
unit (APU) canght fine after landing at
the Delhi ddrporn on Tuesday allermoon,
andl all pasengers and crew members
ame eafe

*Flight Al 315 operating from Hoag
Eong to Delhi on 21 July 2025, experi-
enced an auxiliary power unal (APL] fire
shorthy after it bad Banded and parked at
the gate. The incident ooorred whils
paseemgerd had begun disembarking.
and the APU was automatically shist
down as per system design,” an airline
spokespirson sid ina stalement

The spokesperson Said there was
sone damags 1o the sircrafl, while -
sempgeds and coew rembers disembarked
normally and are sale

“Theaircraflt has been grounded for
[urther investigations and the regulator
s bveen ditly notifked,” the spokesper-
somn added. The flight, operated with an
Az adncrafl, lnnded at 12412 jwm a1 Uhe
Dedhi airport, as per information avail-
able on flght tracking wehsite Flightr-
2y o
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SCrejects 1.3K cr appeal against SpiceJet

Upholds Delhi HC decision to dismiss plea by KAL, Kalanithi Maran

BHAVINI MISHRA
Mew Delhi, 73 |uly

The Supreme CourtonWednesday upheld
the Delhi High Court’s decision to dismiss
an appeal by KAL Alrways and its founder
Kalanithi Maran seeking damages of
1323 crore from low-cost carrier Spicedet.

Maran, a former promoter of Spicelet,
and KAL Airways moved the Supreme
Court earlier this month to challenge the
High Court order of May 23. A Supreme
Court berch of Justice P S Narasimha and
Justice A S Chandurkar dismissed the
special leave petition.

The High Court had observed Maran
engaged in a calculated gamble by delay-
ing and re-filing their challenge to the arbi-

tral award. "This...is not a simple case of
delay in removing ohjectionsin refiling the
appeals. It isa case of deliberate and wilful
concealment of faces both from the divi-
sion bench aswell as fromithe respondents
and a calculated gamble taken by the
appellants.” the High Court had said.

It declined to condone the delay of 55
days in filing and 226 days In re-filing the
present appeals. "As the application for
condonation of delay In filing and re-filing
have been dismissed, the appeals also
stand dismissed on the ground of delay
without going into the merits,” the High
Court had said. Earlier, the petitions of
Maran and KAL Airways were rejected by
an arbitral tribunal, and then by a single
judge Bench of the High Court.

Bombayv HC allows
MIAL to replace Celebi

The Bombay High Court on Wednes-
day lifted the stay imposed on
Adani-backed Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Limited (MIAL) to
replace their ground handling ser-
vice provider Celebi. a Turkish a%is
affon firm. The court had in May
restrained MIAL from finalising
tenders to appoint a new ground
handling service provider to replace
Celebi, amid the Turkish firm's legal
battle challenging the revocation of
its security clearance by the central
govVernment. 85 REPORTER
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A-I crash: MEA trashes
UK media reports of
receiving wrong bodies

India on Wednesday trashed a British media
repart which claimed that owo familles inthe
UK received wrong bodies of victims of the BiF
Idid plane crash In Ahmedabad. The
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said all
mortal remains were handled with urmost
professionalism and with due regard for the
dignity of the deceased. "We have seen the
report and have been working closely with the
UK side from the moment these concerns and
ssues were brought to our attention.” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said. BTI
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FireonAl
plane’s auxiliary
power unit

An Air India A321 plane’s
auxiliary power unit
caught fire after landing at
the Delhi airport on Tues-
day, and all passengers
and crew members are
safe. The flight was operat-
ing from Hong Kong to Del-
hi. The incident occurred
while passengers had
begun disembarking, and
the APU was automatically
shutdown. The aircraft has
been grounded for further
investigations.



AIRPORTS AU I'H(jRITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

23 JULY 2025

Air India finds no issues with fuel control switch

MRITYUNJAY BOSE
MUMBAI, DHNS

Air India on Tuesdaysaid it has
concluded inspections of its
fleet of Boeing planes and not
found any problems with the
locking mechanisms of their
fuel switches, a feature that
has become a focus of scrutiny
after the crashin Ahmedabad.

“Air India has completed
precautionary inspections
on the locking mechanism of
Fuel Control Switch (FCS) on
all Boeing 787 and Boeing 737
aircraftin its fleet. Boeing 737
aircraft are part of the fleet of

Air India Express, Air India’s
low-costsubsidiary,” an Air In-
dia spokesperson said.

“During the inspections, no
issues were found with the said
locking mechanism. Air India
started voluntary inspections
onJulyl2and completed them
within the prescribed time lim-
it set by the DGCA. The same
hasbeen communicated tothe
regulator,” the spokesperson
added.

The 15-page preliminary
findings of the Aircraft Ac-
cident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) had said, “The aircraft
achieved the maximum re-

corded airspeed of 180 Knots
IAS at about 08:08:42 UTC
and immediately thereafter,
the Engineland Engine 2 fuel
cutoff switches transitioned
from RUN to CUTOFF posi-
tion one after another with a
time gap of Ol sec...Inthe cock-
pit voice recording, one of the
pilotsisheard asking the other
whydid he CUTOFF. The oth-
er pilot responded that he did
notdoso.”

The crash led to the death
of 260 people, including 241
on board. There was only
one survivor among the
passengers.
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Air India seeks
$200 mn loan for
aircraft purchase

BLOOMBERG: Air India is
seeking a bank loan of about
$200 million to purchase a
fleet of Boeing 777 planes
from a US-based aircraft
leasing company, according
to people familiar with the
matter.

Al Fleet Services [FSC
Ltd, a GIFT City-registered
subsidiary of Air India, is the
borrower of the loan, the peo-
ple said, who asked not to be
identified discussing private
matters. The group, which
operates two airline brands
— the full-service carrier Air
India and thelow-cost alterna-
tive Air India Express — pur-
chases and leases aircraft via
this entity.

The talks for the fund-rais-
ing, which started earliler
thisyear, had slowed afterthe
crash of AirIndia’s Boeing 787
Dreamliner in Ahmedabad
last month, the people said,
but discussions have since
revived and the deal’s details
could stillchange.

The purchase of aircraft
takes place as Air Indiastrug-
gles to expand its fleet due
to supply chain constraints
impacting deliveries and its
ability to get planes from the
open market.



AIRPUR 'SAUT HOHIT‘!’ UF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK JAGRAN DELHI 24 JULY 2025

U3R sfe1 & foue oo
a0 BIcIde 3 T8T
Sy - T3 EfEa @
& P 2 T T R o

T & | TN T S0 A e
U 3 v m
ere =i ) & R
FEH W i 3) U 415 Tl
FRAE T T M3 WO
olie Hmm | wE d w e

i et vy depfeue 33 w
T 1 775 | 3 W et 188
i a4 1 (1)

ISR -3 9H
dTelt SfsTh @ Tose |
IFERE A Iy
W+ et S o g @
LI ¥ el 32 o

TR | 5 OIS o O T
=i e w5
& U [l A Ry s 23
e 2025 T HEFEEIE B8
& o ZEm v et Shem o
J8F 65-7966 # IEH WA &
i el il M| ol Tl
ael | (0E)



AIRF‘L}H ISAUT HORIT‘I’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEK JAGRAN DELHI 24 JULY 2025

fafesr @i & i ot
i o @ e

74 fewdh - v = ffem Sifsm
ot 3w e o g o R
A aleat o feen, o s
fiem 7 2 o = 4 9 ofeanl
) 7 T 914 AETEEE §

U3 shaa e g 4 AR
0 3K W & 2 4 |
S - I e i i vl
T UFR T I O
ot da g 1)



AIRPUR ISAUT HDRIT‘]’ OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEK JAGRAN DELHI 24 JULY 2025

Al TRTE A &l e are & dlier v3r Efsar vaw o fana

AT =31, Teqr| 361 & Rileihi2 H S o W UAL S2d] USad & Foled
mﬁwa?smﬁlﬁm%ﬁﬁm%aﬂ%mﬁﬁzaﬁiﬁm
188 AHAT & & A Hl oishl A€ 9:07 =l 381 91, Tiich-d 32H =& & [=aHqH
F e uH J e o mwlsﬁwmﬂzﬂ 12 == famE =1
%Wmmamnmmﬁmﬁmm

I



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RS DATINIEK JAGRAN DELHT 24 JULY 2025

db-Id! WA & BIRUT U3R ST
& W B aUH BIelidpe 3T U]

Hupm, fg: U3R SR % femr ;
g wgE wvd #@ oA A S bmﬂﬂm?ﬂﬂwm HFHRNIE -1 S el
@ F A #® AR AR 9w e ot Tee 3
xR e o W OO e
mm@mrTMﬂﬂm:r m#ﬂmﬁmm“ﬁ
F U AR FAFE AL Al 2 1 (T 3 ST
A WEE W oAE w9 Al '"DIA : ¥ el 78 P o 7 | 59 01
AR T T9En o A O I T FO AT BV I
qiE Y dEeTE 39E S | e 3 00D O 1
ST T | L 4 T 23 e 2025 O IR
i e Gt )il w3 e g i el 1R
TET SEUFH 375 H WAeEl R T T O & %1 33F 68-7966 1 39F R 4
i F WOA F 188 A VAR FEA UF 33H 32A W F AR 3l el TeoA1eh] S| 1 Tl
A FEA 3 P W @ PR e o) gu ash anEy 00 S S 1 ) T
e FiE A A uE e W % fy dFers foe sues T £ Qe S 2
TeR G o, WA HE F AR 11 T TOF S I fpee e 0 3R e E a
TR 12 o9 W O weiE W o oW e g oy O | OREEH R A gE wv
T e Sl S 3 T, 3 Feed o0 g e g ¥ e R O S0 o 3
famm F Hag o O T e ﬁrﬁ?alaaﬂr‘ﬁ"mwmwrr TEE e A

ma:mmmﬁ'ﬁ:r:rama;r
1A ) B 1 B o | |l o
o Tl waTEE WEEE W T

HUWH’TW?I?WET
VEHTER H 80 BEY &% a9 o
Fnfal aee de- @ ) o

T IEET § i T
o 7@



AIRPOR

eaa A

'S AUT HUP#I Y OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE BCONGMIC T IMES

DELHI

24 JULyY 2025

MARAN'S 71,323-CRORE DAMAGE CLAIM HITS LEGAL DEAD END

SC Backs HC Order
Rejecting Maran’s
Claim on SpiceJet

Says HC found delay in
filing appeals by Maran,
KAL deliberate; not
inclined to interfere

Indu Ehan

New Delhi: The Suprems Couri Wed
nesday upheld anearlier Delhi High Co
urt order that had rejected KAL Atrwa
va and its owner EalanithiMarn’scls
ms fos €LEE) crore indamages apninst
cash-strapped Spicelet in a long-stan
dingshare tranafer dispute.

O By 36, the HC division bench (D)
T oot o hemmvily oo AL and Ma
ran for the delay in filing theirappeb, foc
sippreing gm':ﬂ facts related o thelr
puﬂh;up;ﬂbsmbmmﬂfnr umjuiss Fiakbdy

Tt‘u‘mg'an uhwn'mll.‘mt'ﬂmn a

[erl:rpn'lmmu.-r o] e e
2 “cadouiladed by debaying the
Ling and re-filing of theirnppeak.

“The delay in refiling is oompletely
lacking in boma fides and represents o
pamble by the wnsuccessful 1EHgant
(AL Akrways) keeping all, including
thie suncessful Ftigang (Spicedet), in the
dark.” the high coiirt had sahl.

An apek cotirt bench, comprising Jus
thoes P 5 Narnsimha and A 5§ Chandur
lar, Wednesday dismissed the appeals
by AL Abrways and Maron, saving it
itk “nof inclinesd to interfere in the ex
ercise of jurfsdiction under Articks LG
of the Constitution of India.”

“Wefind that vn the basis of the mute
rial on record, the infesenoe drawn by
the VA while refusing o condone the de-
lay cannot be brushes] away or that the
conclusions drawn were without any
basis,” the apex court said

“While arriving of this cnclissaon, the
DB wass alive to the fact fhet the appeosch

af fhe coirt whils dealing with applics
tions for comdonation of delay in reflling,
was ordimarily to be expansive,” the fur
page order by the top oot siaged

The HC also found KAL and Mamn's
oonduct o be locking in bona fides
amounting to “{ence sitting” and deldi
berute conoealment

*The case presenis a chassic example af
fenee sittimg. keeping, n the n, the
resporudents (Spiosjet), the DR of this oo
irt, a5 well ax the 5C, com ly im e
dark reganding the fil ingof the present FA
Ok, saned of thedr Lnguishing dreler objee
tions, ™ the May orderstaied.

The e relintes toa share trarsdfir dispo
i hestveren Sphoe et chaioman Ajay Singh
and Maran o his AL Alrways.

EnFebruary 385 Marnnand KAL Alrwa
yu trmmafErred their entire 58857 stakein
the aidine v Sinsh. In 3587, Maran and
EAL Abrways moverd the high oourt de
imemd g that 1K mdlion warranbs pedes

muthleas sty shares be irans
Ferred o fhern. The cotirt, on.u
by 2, i asked both parties o

st e the shors tramsdir dispuse
underarbitrtion.

Cin Judy 20, 200H, the arbitrad tribunal had
mejected Moran's chim of domages of
LR e o el B g wasrrands bo him
and EAL Adrways buit swarded hizn o me
fimnd of &8 orore with inferest

Bogh sides chall=nped the arhitrl saard
andihe petibons weredisimissad yasngle
ju.'isa.- the Delhi Hagh Coxirt in J'u]:.- H.'E’.L

within L'I'lrrla:'u.lm':. iy period. Their
appenls were heand o in My last yvear
the DB fnind meit in Spioedet’s conten
tions and remanded the medter back (o the
sitngle judse for Fresh consideration.

Faollowing this, KAL Adrways and Mo
ran appeated to the singlejudps bench
seeking the same mmount in damapes,
which was also refecies] by the court
Eventheappeals were filed after 550ays
ol delay and also fniled fo cire procedin
el defects for anot her b days.
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SC dismisses
plea against
Spicelet by
KAL, Maran

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Wi Danlhi, buby 23

THE SUPREME COURT un
‘Wednesdaydismissed a pleact
KAL Abrways and Kalanithi
Mamn seeking damapes of
over 1,300 crore from Spice
Jet in a lang standing sham
tranafer dkspuis

A& bench ol |ustice P 5
Maragmha and AS Chandurkar
upheld the Delhi high conri's
ol ol May 23 dismising Ut
pleaangmundsofdeley.

KAL firways and Kalanihi
Maran had initallysmsghs dam
inpes o v €1, 300 e poved uring
the arbitration procesdings.
Maran and KAL Arways werr
fnmmeT promote s of Spioe et

Thie high court bud said the
farmer promoter engaged ina
*calculated pamble” by debying
e Uil anel re-liliog of thisis
appeals.

Om May 17 last year,a diwi
siom bmch of thehigh oo set
ishile Lo sitigle judge's otded
aphaolding an arbitral award
directing Spicedet and its pro
moter Aday Singh o refurd
578 croee with inferest to
Maran.

Thedivisian bench allowed
Uhe appeads Dled by Shngh acsd
Spicelet against the Jaly 51,
X023 single judge order and
remanded the matter to the
coiii | concerned U0 consided
the matter of arbitral avward
afmesh

Tt case dates back o sarly
205, wihen Sing by who owied
theaidine sndier, boughtitbad:
from Mamn afier & was
grounded for misnths due to
resousecnmch
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Al flight catches fire
after Delhi landing

Nll.\'EIF_LHI
s

An Air India A321 plane’s auxili-
ary power unit caughtfire after
landing at the Delhi airport on
Tuesday afternoon. There was
some damage o the aircraft,
but passengers and crew
members disembarked nor-
mally and are safe, an Al spo-
kespersonsaid ina statement.
“Flight Al 315 operating
from Hong Kong to Delhi, ex-
perienced an auxiliary power
unit (APU) fire shortly after it
had landed and parked at the
gate. The incident occurred

while passengers had begun
disembarking, and the APU
wis autnmatically shut down
as per system design” the
statement noted.

“The aircraft has been
gmounded for further investi-
gations and the regulator has
been duly notified,” the spo-
kesperson added.

- .

‘Fuel switch check done, no issues’

ecalling that it was from the soil of Bihar that he had resolved to launch Oper-
ation Sindoor after the Pahalgam terror attack, PM Modi said in Motihari: "This is
a new India- an India that spares no effort in punishing the enemies, mobilizing

forces from both land and sky."
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Akasa Air aims to have 226 planes by 2032

PTI

NEW DELHI

Bullish on growth prospects,
Akasa Afr is improving its
financial performance, expan-
ding capacity and aiming to
have 226 planes by the end of
2032, a senior executive said
on Tuesday, as he asserted that
the nearly three-year-old air-
line will soon be operationally
profitable. International
capacity of Akasa Air is
expected to rise o up to 25%
this fiscal from the current
level of 8%, Akasa Air's Chief
Financial Officer Ankur Goel
said, a reflection of the airline’s
expansion plans.

Currently operating with a
fleet of 30 Boeing 737 MAX air-
craft, the carrier alsp expects
to ensure that all its 77 pilos
are flying by the end of this fis-
cal year; ending March 2026.

Goel said that strong rev-

enue gains for the financial
vear ended March 2025, with
revenue rising 49%, supported
by increased unit profitability.
“Capacity in terms of Available
Seat Kilometres {or ASKs)
grew at a staggering rate of
48% compared to FY25 This
was driven by a13% increase in

stage-adjusted Revenue per
Avnilable Seat Kilometre
(RASK), supported by

enhanced focus across key
business functions, including
strengthened  distribution
capabilities and strategic
investments in technology.
“The airline’s Unit Cost per
Available  Seat  Kilometre
[CASK), excluding  fuel,
reduced by 7% and EBITDAR

margins for the year improved
by 50% despite industry-wide
inflationary pressures” he
said.

EBITDAR refers to earnings
before interest, taxes, depreci-
ation, amortisation and rent
costs. In FY26 he said the air-
line expects its capacity to grow
over 30% in terms of ASKs. The
loss-making airline expects to
be cpertionally profitable
soon. "If we are myopic (with)
profitability, then we will hove
totake a lot of short-term decl-
sions,” Goel said.

Akasa Air has completed
the checks on the fuel switches
of its Boeing 737 MAX planes
and there were no adverse
findings, a senior airline
executive said on Tuesday. The
airline has a fleet of 30 Boeing
737 MAX aircraft. A total of 196
such  aireraft are to be
delivered to the carrier in the
COMINE years.
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BJP MP demands Patna-Surat, Ahd flights

FPJMNews Service
AHMEDABAD

In a move welcomed by lakhs of migrant
workers and businesspersons, BJP Rajva
Sabha MP from Bihar, Dharamsheela
Gupta, raised a crucial demand in the
Rajyva Sabha on Monday, urging the Central
Government to start direct flights between
Patma and Surat, as well as increase flight
frequency o Ahmedabad.

Speaking on the first day of the
Monsoon Session of Parliament, Gupta
said, “Lakhs of people from Bihar live and
work in cities like Ahmedabad and Surat.
They travel regularly for jobs, education,
and business. Yet, there is either no direct
air service or extremely limited connectiv-

»

Vs
‘L\i\; o

ity

At present, Pama has only one flight to
Ahmedabad and nene to Surat, despite
high demand. Gupta demanded at least
two daily flights to Ahmedabad and urgent
commencement of a direct Patna-Surat
SErVice.

The demand triggered strong support
in the House, especially from members

representing constituencies with large
Bihari populations in Gujarat.

In response, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjrapu Ram Mohan Naidu
assured the House that the proposal would
be examined. “We will send thisrequest to
the concerned airlines and see how the
demand can be accommodated. With the
new terminal operational at Patna Afrport,
the scope for additional flights has
increased” he said

The assurance has sparked optimism
among frequent fliers between the two
states, “A direct flight from Patna to Surat
would save us 10 to 12 hours of travel. This
is much needed,” said Anil Sharma, a tex-
tile trader from Surat originally hailing
from Muzaffarpur, Bibar.
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Akasa Air checks
fuel switches,
finds them ok

kasa Air has completed the
Aj:hecks on the fuel switches of

its Boeing 737 MAX planes and
there were no adverse findings. The
airline has a fleet of 30 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft. A total of 196 such air-
craft are to be delivered to the carrier
in the coming years.
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INDIGO, AIR
INDIA EXPRESS
FLIGHTS HIT BY
TECH SNAGS

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Diu-bound IndiGo
flight from Ahmedabad carrying
around 50 passengers and crew
members aborted take-off at the
last minute on Wednesday due
toa technical issue, officials said.
On Wednesday, an IndiGo flight
6E 7966 from Ahmedabad to Diu
reportedly aborted take-off after
the pilot declared ‘Mayday’. As
per the schedule, the flight was
supposed to depart around 11.15
am from the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport, they
said. The aircraft was in the take-
off roll phase when the pilot
decided to stop it on the runway.

“A technical snag indication
was noticed just before the take-
off on IndiGo flight 6E7966 oper-
ating from Ahmedabad to Diu
on July 23,” IndiGo said in a
statement.

In yet another incident, An
Air India Express flight to Doha
returned to Calicut International
Airport two hours after take-off
on Wednesday due to a technical
issue, officials said. They said an
alternative flight was later
arranged for the stranded pas-
Sengers.

Flight IX 375, carrying 188
people including crew, took off
from Calicut at around 9.07 am
but turned back and landed
safely at 11.12 am, an airport offi-
cial said.

“There was some technical
issue in the aircraft's cabin AC. It
was not an emergency landing,”
the official said. The airline
described the return as a “pre-
cautionary landing” and con-
firmed thatall necessary proto-
cols were followed.
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Govt pulls up Air India
over rising safety issues

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government has
begun holding direct meetings
with Air India management
amid mounting safety incidents,
ordering the carrier to maintain
the highest safety standards
while setting a month-long time-
line for reassessing its opera-
tions.

The first such meeting was
held on Wednesday, in the midst
of week in which an Air India
aircraft caught fire at Delhi air-
port after landing from Hong
Kong, a Kolkata-bound flight
aborted takeoff due to technical
issues, and a Kochi-Mumbai
flight veered off the runway dur-
ing landing in heavy rain.

According to one of these peo-
ple, the “first meeting was held
this evening where the airline
gave a detailed explanation of
their efforts towards maintain-
ing safety”.

The discussions, this person
added, "were held based on the
incidents being reported by Air
India and Air India Express. The
ministry has ordered Air India to
maintain highest level of safety
standards, It will review the air-
line’s operations after a month.”

A second official said addi-
tional meetings are expected to
focus on reviewing recent inci-
dents and discussing fleet main-
tenance protocols.

The direct government inter-
vention comes amid heightened
concerns over passenger safety
following the June 12 crash of

Afirefighter stands next to the Air India jet that crashed in

Ahmedabad on June 12,

Air India Flight 171 that killed
260 people and a subsequent
surge in technical incidents
affecting the Tata-owned carrier.

“The outcome of these discus-
sions will be crucial in restoring
passenger confidence and ensur-
ing that the airlines under the
Air India group meet the highest
safety benchmarks,” an official
said. The Boeing 787 crash
marked one of aviation's deadli-
est tragedies in recent years and
prompted comprehensive safety
reviews. A preliminary report by
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Board (AAIB) has identified
fuel control switches during set
to cutoff during takeoff as the
main cause of the crash.

Why the switches were
flipped, or by whom, is now at
the heart of the probe.

REUTERS/FILE PHOTO

Since thatincident, at least 15
other operational issues and
serious incidents have been
reported involving Air India and
its low-cost service arm Air India
Express. Both carriers have
faced mounting scrutiny over
their operational standards. The
incidents range from aborted
take-offs and emergency returns
to runway excursions and auxil-
iary power unit fires, raising
questions about maintenance
practices at India’s privatised
flag carrier.

“The government is expected
to emphasise preventive meas-
ures and enforce strict adher-
ence to safety and maintenance
standards,” another official said.

The meetings involve airline
executives and senior officials
from the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation and civil aviation
ministry. The regulator may
seek detailed reports on mainte-
nance practices, officials said.

Following the AAIB's prelimi-
nary report that found fuel
switches moved from “run” to
“cutoff” position during the fatal
flight's takeoff, the DGCA man-
dated Air India to inspect fuel
control switch locking mecha-
nisms on all Boeing 787 and 737
aircraft by July 22.

Air India completed the
inspections within the deadline,
reporting no issues with the
locking mechanisms. “Air India
had started voluntary inspec-
tions on July 12 and completed
them within the prescribed time
limit set by the DGCA. The same
has been communicated to the
regulator,” the airline said.

The safety concerns extend
beyond Air India, with other car-
riers also reporting incidents. An
IndiGo flight from Delhi to Goa
experienced engine failure last
week, though the airline termed
it a technical snag.

“The real question is, how can
they help mitigate these issues
and what steps can they take? No
airline management creates
technical problems deliberately.
Nevertheless, management must
exercise greater vigilance,” said
Jitender Bhargava, former Air
India executive director.

On Wednesday, an Air India
Express flight from Kozhikode to
Doha returned after being air-
borne for around one hour and
40 minutes due to an engine
issue reported by the pilot.
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{ MEETING WITH AIRLINE }
String of Al incidents
sparks govt concern

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government has
begun holding direct meetings
with Air India management amid
mounting safety incidents, order-
ing the carrier to maintain the
highest safety standards while
setting a month-long timeline for
reassessing its operations.

The first such meeting was
held on Wednesday, in the midst
of week in which an Air India air-
craft caught fire at Delhi airport
after landing from Hong Kong, a
Kolkata-bound flight aborted
takeoff due to technical issues,

and a Kochi-Mumbai flight
veered off the runway during
landing in heavy rain.
According to one of these peo-
ple, the discussions “were held
based on the incidents being
reported by Air India and Air
India Express. It will review the
airline’s operations after a
month.” P10

morestories
Working closely with UK on
victims' identities: MEA -»po

Snags hit Indigo, Air India
Express flights

P10
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Air India completes
checks of fuel switches

HT Correspondent AIR INDIA STARTED
letters@hindustantimes.com \Ol;l_,‘hrll'jtﬂ‘r

NEW DELHI: Air India said on  [INSPECTIONS ON
Tuesday it has completed JULY 12 AND

inspections of fuel control
switches on all its Boeing 787
and 737 aircraft, in line with
directives from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.

The inspections come amid
intense scrutiny of fuel control
switches following the Air India
Flight 171 crash that killed 260
people in June. The preliminary
probe report by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) found the aircraft’s fuel
switches were set from “run” to
“cutoff” position during take-off,
starving the engines in what is
likely the direct cause of the
crash.

How the switches were set to
that position - whether deliber-
ately (and by whom) or due to
some other factors - is now at
the centre of the investigation.

Fuel control switches are
designed with multiple safety
mechanisms, including spring-
loaded locking features and
metal guards to prevent acciden-
tal movement. “Air India has
completed precautionary inspec-
tions on the locking mechanism
of Fuel Control Switch on all
Boeing 787 and Boeing 737 air-
craft in its fleet. In the inspec-
tions, no issues were found with
the said locking mechanism,” an
Air India spokesperson said.

A 2018 US Federal Aviation
Administration safety bulletin,
also referenced by the AAIB,
warned of potential disengage-
ment of the locking mechanism
on several Boeing aircraft mod-

COMPLETED THEM
WITHIN THE TIME
LIMIT SET BY DGCA

els, including the 787. This tech-
nical vulnerability has gained
renewed attention, thought the
2018 communication was not
mandatorily meant for correct-
ive action at the time.

The airline started voluntary
inspections on July 12 and com-
pleted them within the time limit
set by the DGCA. Boeing 737 air-
craft are part of Air India
Express's fleet, the airline’s low-
cost subsidiary. The DGCA had
directed the inspection after the
AAIB released its preliminary
Teport.

The civil aviation regulator
mandated all Indian airlines to
inspect fuel switch controls of
specified aircraft models by July
21, referring to the 2018 FAA
safety notice. “Strict adherence
to the timeline is essential to
ensure continued airworthiness
and safety of operations,” the
DGCA instructed.

Etihad Airways, one of the
United Arab Emirates’ two flag
carriers, instructed its engineer-
ing team to inspect the locking
mechanism of the fuel control
switches on its B787 aircraft. It
also advised caution during
operations. In its safety circular-
Etihad instructed its team to
fully inspect the locking feature
for “proper engagement.”
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SCrejects Maran's SpiceJet plea

Kziel

lrishnayadawi@lreermint.com
MEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on
T Wednesday dismisseda

plea filed by Kalanithi
Maran and KAL Airways chal-
lenging a Delhi High Court
order that had rejected their
claim seeking 11323 crore in
damages from Spicelet.

A bench of Justices P. S.
Narasimha and Atul §. Chan-
durkar refused to interfere
with the high court’s decision.

Spicetet shares shot up
nearly 7% in noon trading post
the apex court’s decision, and
we at Hs 40.71 apiece on BSE.
The Sensex wasup 0.42%.

Maran and KAL Airways had
challenged the Delhi High
Court’s 23 Mav order that had
dismissed theirappealsdue to
delavs. The division bench of
Justices C. Hari Shankar and
Ajay I_'!igpa ul refused to con-
done a 535-day delay in filing
and a 226-day dc'la\ inre-filing
apmals,q_a]llm:{tht*trm:!ducl
“calculated gamble™ and
accusing them of deliberately
concealing information from

':."Splcqjer

ECCAN

Kalanithi Maran and KAL had
challenged a Delhi HC arder
rejecting their claim HT

both the court and Spicelet.

Condonation of delay refers
to seeking a court’s permission
to file acase or appeal after the
lewal deadline lapsed. In Limi-
tation Act, parties have 90
days to file an appeal from a
single judge’s decision to a
division bench. If they missa
deadline they must explain the
delay to seek condonation,
which the Delhi HC did not
acceptin thiscase.

In 2015, Maran and KAL

Adrways had transferred their
entire stake in Spicelet to Ajay
Singh fora nominal T2 amid a
financial crisis that had nearly
shut the airline. As part of the
deal, Singh, who became Spi-
celet's chaimman and manag-
ing director, took over liabili-
tiesworth ¥ 500 crore.

Maran and KAL Adrways had
also paid T679 crore to Spice-
Jet for issuing convertible war-
rants and preference shares.
But, these were never issued,
prompting Maran to move
Delhi HC in 2017,

In July 2018, an arbitration
panel of Supreme Court
Jjudzes rejected Maran's claim
for 11,323 crore in damages but
ordered a refund of 1579 crore
alongwithinterest. Both sides
had challenged parts of this
award under the Arbitration
Act in Delhi HC.

In 2023, Justice Chandra
Drhari Singh upheld the arbi-
tral award, asking SpiceJet and
Singh to refund 1308 crore for
warrants and 270 crore for
preference shares, along with
applicable interest.

For an extended version of
the story go folivemint.com
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India dismisses report of sending wrong
bodies of Al crash victims to UK [amilies

The allegations were made in a Daily Mail report, which
cited anonvmous familv sources of the victims

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India on
Wednesday rejected allega-
tions made in a UK news-
paper report suggesting that
the remains of victims from
the recent &Hhcrash in
Ahmedabad were misidenti-
fied before being returned to
grieving families in Britain.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said that the
identification and handling
of all bodies were conduct
following established proto-
cols. Responding to questions,
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated, “We have seen
the rt and have been work-
mgﬁcl}' with the UK side
from the moment these con-
cerns and issues were brought
o our attention.”

Jaiswal further noted, “In
£ e

» MEA stated that
all mortal remains
were handled with
professionalism
and dignity

» The repart daimed lhr.l

UK received the wrong
badies of erash vidims

s

mhcﬂmfumshm{

the wake of the tragic crash,
the concerned authorities
had carried out identifica-
tion of victims as per estab-
lished protocols and technical
requirements”

The crash oceurred on June
12, when an Air India Boeing
787 Dreamliner bound lor Lon-
dun‘-sltn.n:k a bui]ding shurll}

after takeoff from Ahmed-
abad. The incident claimed
260 lives—241 passengers and
Lr:w anboard and 19 people
the ground One passenger
Among the deceased

wiere 53 British citizens,
In a report published ear-
lier this week, the Draily Mail

epged that at Continued an P4
nq.y: il nn:e.‘ﬂ.h

Al crash

least two familles in the UK
recetved the wrong remiins af rela-
tives killed in the crash. It cited
unnamed sources |J.a.1.11:u.1:|.g that
some bodies had been misidenti-
fied, forcing families to halt funeral
arrangements upon discovering

CIEPAncies.

The MEA, responding 1o these
claims, said, “All mortal remaing
were handled with utmaost profes-
stonalism and with due regard for
the dignity of the deceased We are
contintiing 1o work with the UK
authirities on addressing any con-
cerns related (o this issue

According 1o the British pub-
lication, two cases of mistaken
identity have surfaced, and con-
cerns remain thal more errors may
be uncovered. The situation has
reporiedly caused renewed distress
for affected families.

Indian authorities have nol con-
firmed any instance of misidentifi-

cation so far.
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Fuel switch inspection: Air India
finds no issues in its Boeing fleet

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: Private carrier Air
India on Tuesday said it has
completed “precautionary”
inspection of the locking mech-
anism of the fuel control switch
(FCS) on its Boeing 787 and
737 aircraft fleet and no issues
were found.

Aviation safety regulator
DGCA last week directed air-
lines to inspect the fuel switch
locking system in their Boe-
ing 787 and 737 planes by July
21 after the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau {AAIB)
said in its preliminary report
that fuel switches were cut off
before the Air India plane crash
last month.

Air India flight AT 171,
operated with Boeing 787-8,
en route to London Gatwick,
crashed soon after takeoff from
Ahmedabad on June 12, kill-
ing 241 of the 242 passengers
onboard and another 19 on the
ground.

“In the inspections, no
issues were found with the said
locking mechanism,” the Tata
Group airline said in a state-
ment. Fuel control switches
regulate the flow of fuel into
the aircraft engines.

In its preliminary report on
the Boeing 787-8 crash, AAIB
said the fuel supply to both
Eré‘gines of the plane was cut
off within a gap of one second,
causing confusion in the cock-
pit soon after takeoff.

Boeing 787s are part of Air
India’s fleet, while B737s are
operated by its low-cost subsid-
iary Air India Express.

Boeing 787s are
part of Air India’s
fleet, while B737s
are operated by its
low-cost subsidiary
Air India Express

Besides these, other domes-
tic carriers — IndiGo, Spice-
jet and Akasa — also have
these types of aircraft in their
operations.

With this, the two airlines
— Al and AIX — have com-
plied with the directives of the
DGCA issued on July 14, Air
India said in the statement.

Air India said it started vol-
untary inspections on 12 July
and completed them within the
prescribed time limit set by the
DGCA.

There are more than 150
Boeing 737s and 787s being
operated by Indian airlines. Of
these, IndiGo has seven B737
Max 8 and one B787-9.

All these are leased planes
-- either on wet or damp lease
-- and therefore, they are not

registered in India.

The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), in 2018,
flagged the potential disen-
gagement of the fuel control
switch locking feature on cer-
tain models of Boeing aircraft,
including 7875 and 737s.

It was mentioned in a Spe-
cial Airworthiness Informa-
tion Bulletin (SAIB), but there
was no airworthiness directive,
indicating that the issue was
not a safety concern.

“In the cockpit voice record-
ing, one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why did he cut
off? The other pilot responded
that he did not do so,” the AAIB
preliminary report said.

AAIB, which mentioned
FAAs SAIB in the report, did
not suggest any recommended
action.

Air India has a total of 33
wide-body Boeing 787s, while
Air India Express has around
75 narrow-body 737s.

Akasa Air and Spicefet
operate Boeing 737s. IndiGo
also operates Boeing 787 and
737s, but they are leased from
foreign airlines, which means
they won't be subject to the
DGCA directive.
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SC rejects Maran’s plea for
1.3k cr damage from SplCEJEt

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL & Mevw Dot

IN a major rellel for the cur-
rent promoters of budget air-
line Spicelet, the Suprems
Conrt on Wed nesday dismissed
i plhea 0 bed by Kalanith] Maran
and HAL Alrways challenging
a Delhi High Court order that
had rejectod thelr clalm seok
ing 21,521 erore in damages
Iom Spicedet

The top court passed the or
der in a special leave petitlon,
wherein the division bench
dismissed their plea on the
grounds of delay

Kalanithi Maran, media
haran and former ownoer of
SpiceJet, and KAL Airways
earier this month moved 5u-
preme Court against the Del
ht High Court's May order
that dismissed their pleas
aceRing T2 arore in dam
apes from Spieeler

This fresh ruling s 1ikely 1o
bex the Nnal hearing (n the long
contesied legal battle betwesn
the current and former pro-
maolbers of the budget alrline
Earlier, an arbitral tribunal
hind also rojected KAL Alrwnys
T1.328 crore damages clalm
against the airline.

In May, Delhl High Court
had dismissed KAL Airways
and businessman Maran's ap-
el seeklng over T crore

Ruling likely to be final in long contested legal battle

Thits fresh ruling is Lkely to be the final beanng in the long contested
legal battie between the current and former promo tars of the budget
aldl i, Earlier. an arbitral tribenal had also rejected KAL Alrsiays 11,323
£nre damages claim against the airfine, in May, Deihl High Court had
dismissed KAL Alrways and businesuman Maran's appeal seeking over
¥1.300 oore In damages from Splcelet

in damages from SpiceJet. The
high court had accused Maran
of engaging in “ealeu labed
gamble” and cited “deliberate
and wilful concealment of
facts.” The dispute between
the two parties dates back o
February 20156 when Maran
and KAL Alrways hiad trans
ferred their 58 46% stake in
Sploedet to Ajay Singh for T3,

Under the ag reement, KAL
and haran were 0 receive re-
deemable warrants amnd prefer
ence share In return for the
T670 crore which they spent
on Splesdet

In 2017, Maran approached
Delhi HC amd claimed that
nolther the convertible war

rants and preference shares
ware issued nor the money
Was relurned

Anarbitration panel in 2018
rejected Maran's claim
of damages of T1AE crore for
nol isswing warrants to him
and KAL Alrways, but awand
e him a refund of T6™ crore
with interest component
Since then, the case has
appeared soveral times In Dl
hi High Court and the Su-
proms: Court.

I Wlay 2024, Splesdet sald
that It strongly refutes
the claims made by KAL Alr
ways and Kalanithi Maran re-
garding seeking damages of
T132 crore
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Al plane catches
fire after landing

RAJESH KUMAR
I New Delhi

n Air India flight from
Ajl-[[mg Kong caught fire

hortly after landing at
the Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport on
Tuesday afternoon. The Hong
Kong to Delhi Flight AT 315 on
Tuesday suffered an Auxiliary
Power Unit (APU) fire shortly
after it landed and parked at the
gate. Flight Al 315 sustained
some damage and has been
grounded for investigations. All
170 people on board and crew
members of Hong Kong to
Delhi flight later disembarked
safely. Lu-.:ij" passengers and
crew were unhurt,

In a statement, an Air India
spokesperson said, "Flight Al
315, operating from Hong Kong
to Delhi on 22 July 2025, expe-
rienced an auxiliary power unit
(APU) fire shortly after it had
landed and parked at the gate.
The incident occurred while
passengers had begun disem-
barking, and the APU was auto-
matically shut down as per sys-
tem design.”

“There was some damage to
the aircraft; however, passengers
and crew members disembarked
normally and are safe. The air-
craft has been grounded for fur-
ther investigations and the reg-

There was some

damage to the
aircraft; however,
passengers and crew
members disembarked

normally and are safe.
- AIR INDIA STATEMENT

ulator has been duly notified,”
the spokesperson added.

The Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) said
that the fire was doused, adding
that the investigation into the
matter is underway.

An Auxiliary Power Unit,
commonly referred to as APU,
is a small turbine engine usual-
ly located in the tail section of
an aircraft. Unlike the main
engines that provide thrust for
flight, the APU is designed to
provide energy for functions
other than propulsion. Its prima-
ry role is to generate electrical
power and pneumatic pressure
when the main engines are shut
down particularly during
ground operations.

As per details, the APU is crit-
ical for starting the aircrafts
main engines especially when
ground support equipment is
unavailable. It supplies electric-
ity to onboard systems before
engine start-up and after engine
shutdown.

Continued on >> P8

Al plane catches fire after landing

Continved om >» P1 It also
provides compressed air to the
Environmental Control System
(ECS) and the engine starter.
Moreover, the APU allows air-
craft to operate independently
at airports which helps in
increasing operational
flexibility.

Air India made headlines on
Monday due to two separate
aircraft-related incidents. At
Delhi airport, a Kolkata-bound
Air India flight was forced to
abort takeott because of a tech-
nical snag. An Air India flight
from Kochi suffered a runway

excursion while landing at the
Mumbai airport and suffered
damages on the underside of
one of its engines.
Meanwhile, Air India has
finished precautionary checks
on the locking mechanism of
the Fuel Control Switch (FCS)
inall its Boeing 787 and Boeing
737 aircraft and no issues were
found. Fuel control switches
regulate the flow of fuel into the
aircraft engines. “Air India has
completed precautionary
inspections on the locking
mechanism of Fuel Control
Switch (FCS) on all Boeing 787

and Boeing 737 aircraft in its
fleet,” the airline said.

The airline confirmed that
no issues were found. "In the
inspections, no issues were
found with the said locking
mechanism. Air India had
started voluntary inspections
on 12 July and completed them
within the prescribed time
limit set by the DGCA. The
same has been communicated
to the regulator”

This follows a directive from
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) last week
directed airlines to inspect the

fuel switch locking system in
their Boeing 787 and 737
planes by July 21 after the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Burean (AAIB) said in its pre-
liminary report that fuel
switches were cut off before the
Air India plane crash last
month.

Air India flight AT 171,
operated with Boeing 787-8, en
route to London Gatwick,
crashed soon after takeoft from
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing
241 of the 242 passengers
onboard and another 19 on the
ground.
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Delhiairportissuestravel

advisoryamid heavyrain

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 22 JULY

Amid the rainy weather in
Dredhi- NCR, the Indim Gandhi
Intemational Arport ([GIA)
issued a travel advisory for
the passengers on Tuesday

Following the forecast of
the Indian Meteorological
Department (1MI), the advi-
sory issued ot 10:23 in the
maorning sald, "As per the
Indian Meteombog ol Depart-
ment's forecast, inclement
weather mnditions are expect-
ed in Delhd,”

“However, flight operations
at Delhi Airport are curmently
normal, Our an-the-ground
teams are working diigently
withall stakeholdersto ensure
Yo journey nemains hiass le-
free, Forthe latest flight infor-
mation, passemgens ane advised

Commuters are
advised to stay updat-
ed through airline
alerts and traffic
police advisories
before stepping out.

tocon tact their resp ective ar-
lines,” it read further,
Ininingin, airline Spicelet
dlso coutioned its travelers
abiut the potential dismptions
due to weather, saying,
"Becuiseol bad weather (heavy
min) at Delhi (DEL), all depar-
tures/ arrvals and their resuli-
ant Mights may be impacted.
Passengers are askedtocheck
thee status of thedr Might through
hitp:/ /spicejet.oom Mstaus.”
Commuters are advised to

stay updated through abdine

wlerts and traffic police advi-
sories before stepping out,
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AlHong Kong flight's
power unitcatches
fireatDelhiairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEW DELHI, T2 JUL

An Air India Hong Kong
flight's suxilinry power unit
caupht fire after landing at
Delhi arport on Tuesday
afternoon but all passengers
and crew members are safe,
an airtne spokespemson said.

"Flight Al 315, operating
from Homg Kong to Delhi
on 22 July 2025, experienced
an auxilry powerunit (APL)
fire shonly after it had landed
and Fln!l}.l:"d ot the gate,” an
airlinespokespeson said in
0 statement,

"The incident occurred
while passengers had begun
disembarking, and the APU
wis automatically shut down
as per system design,” the
spokesperson sabd

I'he aircraft has been
grounded for further inves-
tigations, and the aviation

"However, passen-
gers and crew mem-
bers disembarked
normally and are
safe. The aircraft has
been grounded for
further investiga-
tions and the regula-
tor has been duly
notified,” the
spokesperson added.

repulatorhas been duly noti-
fied, according to Adr India,

The airline 11|.:Lnn.m-ledged

that there wassome damage
o the aircraft

"However, passengers
and crew members disem
barked normally and are
safe. The aircraft has been
prounded for further inves
tigations and the regulator
has been duly notified,” the
spokesperson added.

23 JULY 2025
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Al crash families in UK
have received wrong
bodies, allege lawyers

Identified As Per Established Protocols: India

‘Mix-up adding to pain
of AIH71 v1ct1ms km’

»Continued from P 1

ur elients feel that they were
( ) let dowmn, with allegedly ap-
parent mistakes by the foren-
sle teams in India and insufficient

Naomi Canton & Sachin Parashar

London/New Delhi: Some
of the families of Britons
killed in the June 12 Air In-
dia 171 crash in Ahmedabad
have been sent wrong or
commingled mortal remas-
ins, British lawyers acting
for them told TOI.

Taking note of an earlier
report on the issue by Daily
Mail, Indian govt has clarifi-
ed that the wvictims were
identified as per "establis-
hed protocols and technical
requirements” and that they
“are continuing to work
with the UK authorities on
addressing any concerns re-
lated to this issue,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said on Wednesday, “All
mortal remains were hand-
led with utmost professiona-
lism and with due regard for
the dignity of the deceased,”

®8& Some of them (UK
families) have got the wrong
remains and they are clearly
distraught over this. One
family now has no one to
bury because it was the
wrong person in their casket
— James Healy-Pratt, aviation
partner at Keystone Law, UK

&® All mortal remains
were handled with utmost
professionalism and with
due regard for the dignity
of the deceased

= mm

Randhir Jaiswal

he added. “Sadly, the stories
of mistakes with mixed re-
mains have been repeatedly
recounted to us by families
we represent,” Sarah Ste-
wart, aviation partner at Ste-
warts, alaw firm, told TOL.

» ‘Adding to pain’, P 12

support by British consular servic
&5, the foreign office and the British
crisis response teams for the fam-
Hiesof those Britisheltizens killed
intheaccident.”

Demetrius Danas, & specialist
aviation law lawyer at Irwin Mitch-
ell, which is also advising some fam
ilie= affectad by the Air India crash,
told TOI that some families have re-
ported receiving remains not be
lomging to their loved ones, He said
this raises “serious gquestions
around the recovery and repatria-
tion process”™ and “Just adds to the
hurt and pain they continue toface”,

James Healy-Pratt, aviation
partner at Kevstone Law in the UK,
which is representing around 20
families of victims, told TOT they
“expect PM Starmer to raise these
serious issues with FM Modi this
week in London. The families de-
serve wrgent answers and assor-
ances about the whereabouts of
their loved ones.” The identifica
tion of mortal remains and DNA
matching was carried out by the
Ahmedabed clvil hospltal,

A UK govt spokesperson sabd:
"Formal identification of bodies is
a matter for the Indian author-
ftles,” However, all repatriated re-
mains are being independently in-
vestigated in line with UK process-
o=, by the Inner West London Sendor
Coroner, based in Westminster in
the UK. The coroner opened and ad-
journed her inguest into 12 deaths
on July & Disaster victim identifi-
cation experts from the UK have
been deploved to Ahmedabad to
support the UKs consular re-

The baw firm representing 20 families of
wvictims said they ‘expect UK PM
Starmer o raise these serious issuas
with PN Moci this week in London

sponseand “tounderstand in-coun-
try processes for victim identifica-
Lion, mortuary operations and sup-
port services"”, the UK govt aaid
Relatives of one victim had to
abandon their funeral plans after
being Informed that their coffin
contained the body of an unknown
passenger rather than their family
member; the Dally Mall reported, In
another case, the “commingled”
remnants of more than one parson
killed in the crash were mistalkenly
placed in the same casket, They had
to be separated before the funeral
could goahead, the Mail reported.
The BBC spoke to a third person,
Miten Patel, who said the coromer
told him that “other remains” were
fouind inhis mother Shobhana's cas-
keet, Both his mother and father, Azh-
ok, were killed in the crash, “There
has to be a level of responsibility
that vou're sending the right bodies
to the UK,” he said. The bungled re-
patriation was uncovered when In-
ner West London senior coroner
Prof Fiona Wilcox sought to verify
repatriated Britons' identities by
matching their DNA with samples
provided by the families.
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Ahmedabad-Diu IndiGo flight grounded just before take-off after flameout warning

Ahmedabad/New Delhi: A Diu-
bound IndiGo flight was grounded
Wednesday morning after pilots spot-
ted an “engine one flameout warn-
ing” while preparing to depart from
Ahmedabad, officials said.

The ATR 72-600 turboprop, operat-

ing as Flight 6E 7966, had completed
taxiing and was lined up for its sched-
uled 11lam take-off when the cockpit
alert triggered a precautionary re-
turn to the parking bay.

All 70 passengers and crew on
board deplaned safely. n

AC malfunctions, Doha-bound Al
Express flight returns to Kerala
Kozhikode: A Doha-bound AirIn-
dia Expressflight with182 passengers
abroad returned to Calicut Interna-
tional Airport two hours after take-
off due a malfunction in its air-condi-

tioning system.

Flight IX 375 took off at 917am
Wednesday. After the snagwas detect-
ed, the pilot contacted air traffic con-
troland theairportauthorityissueda
‘local standby’ and made necessary
preparations. Tnn
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It’s The Report, Not The Reporting

AAIBSs first findings on Al I71 were presented in a way that encouraged speculations on pilot action.
Credible alternative possibilities centered on machine malfunction were not given due attention

D Raghunandan

In his statement on Al 1718 crash, civil
aviation minister Rammohan Naldu
told Rajya Sabhe that AAIB was
conducting an unbiased, transparent
inguiry He was eritical of various

L narratives in media. especially by
forelgn news outlets, The problem s, AAIRS report
itself opened the door to such speculative repartage on
pilot action,

The report is expected to only place facts as dis-
covered, and not pass judgment on cause, nor
make recommendations. However, AAIR did
just that, The report presonts facts seloctively,
makes veiled suggestions, and points to pilot
action, AAIR did nothing to prevent media
leaks, even of pilot remarks not given in its
report. It has also mot held a single press
briefing that could have demonstrated trans.
parency, quashed rumours snd reassured
stakeholders and the public,

The report surprisingly deals with [uel
switches in its very first substantive paragraph.
1t discuzses ql |:I‘I'IE1|'I I,‘.iil.‘.:n' rIngn ill‘ﬂllll"l“ﬁ
that wore rectified, Boeing's corrective
advisories, and Air India’s reasonable main-
tenance record inclisding for this alrerall,
Inpdvertent movement of faulty switches is
thus ruled out,

On the erash itsolf, the report 2eroes inon
the fuel switches going from "Run’ or "On’ for
take-olT o “Cut-Off", both engines losing
thrust, the switches turning back to "Run’ for
attempted restart, engines relighting bt
unabde to regain thrust, then the crash, Pilot
action is clearly implied, since the switches themselves
were deemed okay

This point i# underlined by the report noting
that one pilot asked, “Why did you cut off,” the other
replying, *1 didn't” or words to that effect, followed by
the mavday call. A transeript woild have provided
important context, but only this paraphrased exchange
18 given. 1t is hardly surprising that media would plek
up on pilot action, then speculate further

Again drawing partinl conclusions, the report
virtually exonerates Boeing and General Electric,
stating “there are no recommended actions to BTH7-8
and/or GE", Alr India has =add i1 too has received no

reconmmbencdations for sethon, However, DGCA did Iaer
call for an inspection of fuel switches in relevant
Boeing aiveraft in India, followed by similar actions for
alfines in Japan, South Korea among others.

In jumping to conclusions on the fuel switches and
pilot action, AAIE has missed other evidence and
plausible directions for further inquiry, even though
these issnes have a history in Boeing 787s.

A growing number of experts are now of the
opinion, as is your correspondent, that AT LTI may have
experiemced an electrical failure o matfunction almaost
it intely after take-ofT Here's swhind to Know:

omissionsor gaps In the report.

® Timing of RAT deployment is omitted in the
report, which only notes CCTV footage of take-off. This
eoubd prove e il and tecds (o be determibed

® The report notes that a one-second interval
hetween fuel supply to the two engines shutting down
dsrmed virtually imipossible by most pilots for manual
switch operations — may be due to sutomatic foel shot-
off by FADEC,

@ Signals from engine shutdown could hove led the
pilot fiving to wender why fuel had been cut off, and the
other to respond he hiddn't done it - meaning FADEC
had done it antonomonsky.

& Thepibotswould then have tried to restore
power However, since the fuel switches ame
still in “run’ position, FADEC having alveady
hvpassed them, the pllots woukd have fo ‘cyele”
both switches - meaning move them first to
‘eut-off *, then back to ‘run’, similnr to com-
puters or smariphones being rebooted when
they hang. That would explain the switch
movermentas noted in the report

Experts recall many swch incidents on the
B747 earlier, such as the XH9 case imolving
theJapeimese ANA alrline, other problems with
FADEC receiving false ground/air sensor sig-
nals, anda 202 FAA Bulletin calling for replace-
mental a bty micro-processor that send false
electrical signals on fuel supply, Unfortunately.
thiereport does not look into this angleat all, bot
hopefully may do so upon further analysis,

AAIB. supposed to be an independent

boely; 15 not entively at Tkt for these fallings
The sotting up of the immestigation was not

@ Thesole survivor has recalled cabin lights flicke-
ringduring the take-off roll. This would have trigeered
very similar ovents to those noted in the report,

@ TheRam Air Turbine (RAT) to supply emergency
power Tor hvdeaulles and other svstems would have
deploved.

@ Fuel supply would have been cut off to both
emgines by the Full Authority Engine Control (FADEC)
svetem, bypassing the cockpit fuel switches,

@ Other electrical problems such as false signals
rom ‘aird/ground’ sensors or electronic failures could
also have led FADEC to execute a mid-air engine shut-
down, Electrieal failure or other lssues also explaln

announced by AAIR, but by the minister
whoalso announced the institation of ahigh
powered committes - with overlapping functions and
authority Its still net clear what this commitbes will do

AATH took @ long time to decide if the black boxes
were o be sent overseas or if the decoding would be done
I AATES new lal, or I the new lab had the requisite
capability. The data was Anally downloaded in AAIB's
[relhilab usingequipment flown in from US's NTSE,

Who knows how mueh pressure AATR i under? The
final report is due by about June 2026, AATH has almost
a year to write & report that deesn’t ralse the kind of
fuestions its first attempl has

The wrirer s icith Delli Selence Forum & has worked tn the
ol bert i secrar



T T | gifeiess
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TEIBUNE DELHI 2% JULY 2025

Safety matters
Airlines must get their priorities right

NDIA's civil aviation secior has been under

inense scrutiny alter the June 12 plane crash that

killed 260 people. Even as a prebminary probe

repart has led to mynied interpretstions and con-

cliusions, the general mpression i that ever ything
ke ot hnley-dory Around 76 per cent ol the espondents
ima natiomyide online survey belleve that many dines
I India are sponding moee on publicity than of pidse-
gor safety, It is a classic case of misplaced priorities
which shows thist the rot Funs deep.

The survey conducted by LocalCirdes, a citizen
ergn e ment platform, also found that 64 per contof thiess
respondents had expenenced at least one rough flight i
thepast three vears, imobving adifficult takeoff, landing
or inflight stuation, The worrving Sate of affairs was
surrerved up on Monday by the Ministryof Civil Aviation,
which informed the Ragva Sabha that a3 many a3 nine
showcause notioes were issued to Ar Indis regarding five
‘identified’ galety volations i the past six months. 1t
was truly an eventiul dsy on which the pressing sme of
wviabion safety resounded m Parliament — an aircraft
veened off the rumway during landmg, snother made an
emergency Bnding, the exderior window frame of 8 plane
came alf mid-air, and a fight's takeoffwas sborted st the
It moment due to atechnicsl smag, Fotunately, there
was no Joss of e or imb in these Incldents, but passen-
gers’ confidence ok a hit o sune

It"s higrh the vadous aird ines reoll ed that theve simply
el be any compromise on safioty. Eforts (o st mom
and more trvellers through promotionel campalens can
oo o mau gh i the beces ave grsen the po-by. Passengers
dessrve Lo be accarded & contral place n the scheme of
things, they mus not be taken for pranted. And the avin-
thon regulstor should be quick totake stia action wheney
or girline s cul corners on safety protoeols.
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