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About 600 arriving flights at city air

Chennai airport’s new Rapid
Exit Taxiway reduces runway
occupancy time by 22 per cent

hort used Ra

nid Exit Taxiway Victor’ in 20 days in July. It was

found that they added around 147 minutes to the main runway’s capacity during that period

PORT CALL

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

[ the nearly 450-
04?0 flights that
land at and take oft

from Chennai airport, a
small number of aircraft
using the newly opened
Rapid Exit Taxiway (RET)
named ‘Victor’ have been
able to save on time and
fuel, a recent study by Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) shows.

The study found, of five
RETs built and put to use
so far at Chennai airport,
RET “Victor’ has been most
efficient for flight landing
on the Guindy end of the
main runway (25 end). The
Runway Occupancy Time
(the extent of time an air-
craft stays on the runway)
of flights using this RET has
decreased by an average of
22 per cent, the study
found.

Officials of AAI said, in
the past few years, AAI has
constructed five RETs, all
of which were planned and
built with the objective of
augmenting the airport’s
capacity to handle 45
flights an hour in future
without any  conges-
tion. RET “Victor was the
last to be commissioned by
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Time saver: AAl has constructed five RETs, which aim to augment the airport’s capamty to handle 45
flights an hour without any congestion. PICTURE USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

the airport and is located
between RET ‘Mike’ and
RET ‘Delta’.

At present, ofhicials said,
the airport handles 36
flights an hour without
much of an issue.

“Any RET is built to
quickly enable an aircraft
to depart from the main
runway and reach the ter-
minal and it will also in
turn improve the Runway
Occupancy Time of the air-
port. Recently, we started
using a software to mea-
sure the time saved by air-
craft when they use these
RETs. During this time of
the year, majority of the

landings take place in the
Guindy end of the main
runway and before RET
“Victor’ was commis-
sioned, most of the flights
were using RET ‘Mike’ to
arrive at the terminal. But
now, after RET “Victor’ was
commissioned, many of
them have begun using it
as it makes for easier exit of
the runway to get to the
terminal, saving time and
fuel,” an ofhicial said.

The study was done for
about 20 days in July cover-
ing nearly 3,500 flights; of
that, about 600 arriving
flights at Chennai airport
used RET “Victor’ and it

was found that they added
around 147 minutes to the
main runway’s capacity
during that period. “The
runway occupancy time
for these flights decreased
from 59 seconds to 46 se-
conds,” he noted.

After November, when
the wind pattern changes,
the number of landings
will increase in Pallavaram
end of the runway (07
end).

“At that time, the RET
‘Zulu’ will be beneficial. A
similar study will be car-
ried out to monitor the effi-
ciency of RET ‘Zulu,”
another official said.
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No construction in 20-km radius of Noida airport without NOC

PFIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Gharizhad

Gautam Buddh Nagar
adminlstration has directed
that no construction activi-
ty be carried out within a 20-
km radius of the Noida
International Alrport [NIA)
without obtaining a no-
abjection certificate (NOC)
fram the Alrport Authority of
India (AAl) The administra-
tion has warned of strict
action against violators.
Chairing a review meeting
at the Collectoraie on
Wednesday, District
Magistrate Medha Roopam
also emphasised the need (o
maintain cleanliness and

adopt CORCréere measures
te prevent waterlogging In
the vicinity of the upcoming
aleport in Jewar.

“The activities of birds
and stray animals should be
controlled so that there is no
hindrance in aircralt opera-
tions. Activities like drones
and lasers should be com-
pletely banned and a com-
prehensive public aware-
ness campaign should be
run in rural areas regarding
this,” she said.

The DM underlined that
the safe operation of the
airport and disaster man-
agement remain the top
priority.

She directed all depart-

HEFAESENATIVE [dih(sE

ments (o ensure effective
coordination and timely
reporting of progress so thar
the Noida International
Alrport can be developed as
a world-class facility.
Roopam further instructed
officials to strengthen pre-
paredness for emergency
sltuations.

“The mutual coordination
and cooperation between
AEMC [airport environment
management committes),
AC (aerodrome commitiee)
and AEPC {airport emer-
gency planning commirtee)
committees and other
related agencies should be
further strengthened,” the
DM said.

Departments concerned
with disaster management
plans, emergency medical
facilities, firefighting and
rescue operations, police
security, civil defence partic-
Ipation and training pro-
grammes were asked (o
ensure robust arrange-
ments. The meeting was
atrended by ADM (Land and
Revenue)] Bachhu Singh,
ADM [Finance and Revenue)
Atul Kumar, Jewar SDM
Abhay Kumar, Noida
International Airport Pyt Lid
COO Kiran jain, and other
senior officers.

Currently construction
work of the greenfield
project is underway in the

jewar area of Gautam
Buddha Nagar district, some
75 km off Delhi. The praject
is belng developed by the
Yamuna International
Airport private limited, a
100 per cent subsidiary of
Swiss company is Zurich
Alrport International AG, as
a public private partmership
project for the Uttar Pradesh
Government.

The first phase ol the
project which is spread over
1,334 hectares is expected o
cpen for commercial ser-
vices later this yvear, while
the entire project is envi-
sioned over 5,000 hectares
and would be developed in
a total of four stages.
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Direct long-haul flights, policy push key

to Indian airports’ hub ambition: CEOs

BE REPORTER
M Dalh, T Auiguist

Imuitam airporis” push bo berome
glohal bmbewill deperd on redue-
ing passenger lenkape toriml

=% abroad, scaling updirect
i s e
affiering tmnsferexperencesthn
are faster, smoother, and monr
attractive than those of regional
competitn, mid panellisis at the
Busimess Srandard Infrastrocture
Summii on Thorsday.

For Indin theambitiom
esablish airports as hohs—
an the lnes of Tubal or Singapore
—isnolonger adistant aspimtion
but an orzent necessity,

Dedhi nieymatiomal Adrport
hielExeoutive Oficer{CED)
Wideh Kiamoar Jaipuriar high-
lightei how India’s imherent
strengihs arealreacy yieldng
resalin “ln Wi, possibbyonby 17
& per cent of peaple el Eng io
Enrope or Nort s America were
taking direct flights from Lndia.
Thm mumber bas nowimproved
quitedramatically. Now, close o
45 per cent of prsengems are
going directly to Europe from
Dl hiairpart,” he said ina panel
discussionwith Deepak Fabed af
Basimesr Stamdant.

For Diethi airport, Saipuriar
sid, the frst prioeity has beenin
win oer Indian travellers who
might otherwise conmect throagh
Giulf or Southeast Asian hubs.
“{her initinl aimis to become the
mirport of danice forthe Indinng
trmveller. We hmve seen lealmge o
nearbyhube, which fesdon
Incian passengern more thanan
anyothermarke:,” hesakd.

“The ability ioneverssthat trend
lisswith govermment action, par-
ticnlarty bilatem| nirservice agree-
ments, which determine how
mamy flighis each coumtry's air-
lires coan cpemie to the other's ter-
minry, and theirstrocture-can
either frvour or disadvantnge
Indiancarriers. “We lave been
w with the government on
policy changes. Alrservice agres-
nents are one sach anea the gov-

ermment bs heen Inoking at oriti-
calhy Because the pir service
mpreements shiould be in amanner
that Indian mmes
hﬂfﬁﬂsm!hﬁ:mwp
port by providing indfesmsctone"

Gulfearners sach as Emimtes
and Qatar Adrways bavebeen
askinyg India bo-ocpend thleed
fying rights. The LAE is ungmg
Indin tov revise the 2004 sgreement
that caps seat entitbements at
506 perweek for sach side
Emiraies, having sxhoosted fis
allncating, s repemtediy
expressed frusimation at being
unahie b0 add more fights.

India,_however, s resished
such demands, since West Asian
tues like Duabad and Doba pri-
marily channel Indian ™
m-;f-um Eumpeand mﬁ!hm
America Meamyhile, Indian me-
riers ane siesdily nducting wide-
body airomitand scaling up
T SOp opemtions o I:nJ.
destinations, preitioning
sedves to pture o larger :}mu]
otbaound traffic.

Jaipuriar adkmmsiedged how
thsinking within India bas shified.
=“Thresto four yenrs agn, we peo-
tabilydid not kave sspimtions o
become a hub for indian airlnes
We o barve twostrongairines
Ukir indisand IndiGiol. So it s very
imponant,” he ohserved.

Hestremed that along with
roce-expanson and policysp-
part, the passemger speriemoe
wrill e dlmcisrve i hush creaton.
“Oin sty procedunes, the goe-
ermnent isworking to make
tansfers snoother {for those who
s [elbd asa transin paini}, For
passengersintansit aiparts
need toprovide infrast ructare that
makes thirstay mone comfort-
able. Weare loaldng at plahal
brandsand mew facilies ioemsure
amorecoovendeni experience ab
Diefthi atrport,” he said.

Maida Interoatiomd Alrpar:
CEDChristoph Schnellmann
stressed that the hattle for hubh
sinius cammot be fought insilos.
“1fwe want tn succesd in India
with hubs, weannotdosoas
individoal afrports, atrdines ar
policymakers We must act & one
indusiry,” hesaid.

Maida Enterratioml Alrpon,

exd by Zurich
Inberm Adi, s expected o
beginopemtions soon. He argmued
that Ind @'scompetitive advaniage
Hesin world-cles
m:ufﬂmmmu"lh win, s
‘tmsfer product’ needs tobe
better imsome imporant and
meanimgfid way, and betterwil
not mean thesme thing foreach
and every passenger Betiermay
memn quickes, sasier cheaper. ar

more hinmious {forpremiam

travellers). Bog | think ifwe want to

mxcreed ass neh, we dosa by find-
mway towork togetherio

e these ‘transfer products?, o
ke them sapeTior tosome ofthe
altesmathves {airportsL,” hesaid.

Like Japuriar, Schinellmann
painted to India’s vastand
expanding travel market asthe
foundation of global huh
amhitians. “We nesd to baild an
themabieal stremngths that we have
— avery large domestic markes
that swilling totrarve] and wanss
1 v aboad, 1 think thet's the
wary forward,” hesid.

India’s sirparts are gaining
confidence from. recond airomit
orders by domestic carrers. Since
203, mirdines have placed some of
the largest orders i.nwhk-
tory. Al India Group ardered 470
nircraft in February 50 — 350
from Adrinrs and 230 fom Boeing:
Indifiofoliowed with thewoeld's
[arpest-ever single orderof 500
Adrbus Ajgicmen family planes. In
2004, e Adracdemed 150
Boeing 737 Mo jets, while IndiGio
added w0 Airbos ASwin April AT
Indiz expanded s coder book
Furtherin 3004 with 304350 and
a0 AE fnmityaserafi In June
2008, IndaCeo ordered 30 moee
Ajsos an strengthen s longs-hanl
netwawk for the nest decade.
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Alliance Air
flight returns
to LGBI airport
post-snag

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARI, Aug 20: Op-
erations at Lokpriya Gopi-
nath Bordoloi International
(LGBI) Airport briefly went
into “full emergency” mode
on Wednesday after a Kolka-
ta-bound Alliance Air flight
reported a technical problem
shortly after take-off and re-
turned to Guwahati.

According to airport offi-
cials, the flight, which depart-
ed from Guwahati at 1:09 pm
for Kolkata, was forced to
turn back following the de-
tection of a snag. A spokes-
person for LGBI Airport con-
firmed that the aircraft land-
ed safely at 2:27 pm and the
emergency was officially
withdrawn at 2:40 pm.

“All passengers and crew
members were unharmed.
They were deboarded safely
and assisted by terminal staff.
The airline also arranged al-
ternative travel for the affect-
ed passengers,” the spokes-
person said.



AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPORTS

DATNIEK NAVIYOTI JATPUR

| 1907:20,000' 3,20

wHIETIC AR | o v @ ffaer waw | et war @ wa

20 AUGUST 2025

PIPRICIRIGIC]]
THAT 20 I BT

ﬁa—ﬁaﬁmmwﬁz‘

TSTEATT I WA

= At S e
SfaE 3 AT & SR 3
Tleegel # 1E v 5e & o
FIET-AR A UIE i T
TEA T A ¥ T T 1507
TS T FH AT A AT
TETE & E e 9 20,000 7
eT § e & 37F 799 3,200
et S 7 | TR F1 HE
W 20 T A R
F e 3 i T fam o
i wE 7 &, s e e
HEATHAT 319 5219 SR HETS |

TUFHA TE A @ e
H ¢t e dfadem &1 49w &
A=A T S T A
ﬁﬁmqﬂﬂﬁqwﬂ—ew
?FH?!EF[‘P?I'IE[WT'TP e
A e (wmam) 3 TED A,
JIHATE AT

EiEl-ga) Tehles TIRUE S0 $ Ao BT

iz ier-gdl & s, uefes ahe ey & smae
A | S 7 FabaR © dEe g e,
afies e sefemmzen @ o Fegd R

TR | U 2R Bl
TS &ear § BT JeI

st & w2 T deries raend aea A
Teerd # o ofeE i AfefEs aam 2E1 4

TR0 | SEB AT e Hies TATHE. & Hen
# 31 o S, U2l I8 as i el Aaea
e, BT T Hee 3% wid onfere B =9 diotee &
20,000 @of #ez dm & Ba oE olom saw &
farfor enfFat & 50 1000 & FFa & i)
Bl Hes & aan & Ema ¢ B Teena
HTFER = 0-321 WEFE & fras & daee & e
Tesies & 31§ & foe vosnd & 440 06 FREE

i ot 2 & e raie sl nrand & warie

&, Fa# 1220 gz qvn 36 e R & UE =
ofEer &, off @s 6 faem (58 £at-228) & B
& 3l v e & o OF © Rt @ s o
T &, eftfere orm 400 T ez @3 A v g

TS AT

T T AT
T Bt affeteTsel atfera & amet
et aga et e e
@ sfaerga ZTI‘FJ'mFgLE e|;ﬂ;1£|'
1 o[ ek e et a6t

ér??ﬁmr%n e 3 and A
20131 alfaTeTee e T
B it e wzen

s @& amemil A Rem
7 :d'u-:u o 1 Rl s
& ey 3 BT areft @t e
Fererars 2 siet afféram Rremom |
& ot i & v it
R B gEela s it
fren ameom g firer 3 et 36
e fsrda HEuTeh W oEd
adtar & atfidion e oot et wiEt
et o7 Al aeett anrdenyd &
mEdl R WEEEE o 3R
gErail &) sifaers el ol
gide dtfEm & aenen B0
o) e at aiferengs v faa
] ST e AT ] FiEE
& ter Bsen on T 2

warwita, W fawe o
A e I A %
WU ERT -5
T JAwITE FAEAES |
= HAA & T A |
mh—‘m{nma—m

ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬂmlm?
mﬁmwﬁr
% Tw-gem | i
¥Ehamia o & 2
ﬁasha:rhmfmnﬁrm‘w
R e T er-aE s
wEay & fmim 8 W H A
Fa T =1 A T, 2
mwmammﬁ?ﬁrnmﬁmq'-ﬂ
AR (SR ETST ST

R S START 3R

1 afira i vt e we
mmm

: Hm Attt | owr
e A
WWW“—H’
e o e (e
| AR ST i
I WA e WA i
=1 F I T FE e
e o = ¥ e e
378 faven | fmm 7 e e
TV WETHT T ST W e O
T AR HA TR WA, T
e, es T veaad, Teem
M, TgE T A,
fifreq, 3 v, oz e
7 T S 3 T |



‘]:q A= OIS

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HART EBHUMI DR 2z AUGUST 2025

Tefan vl & e
o oft 33161 @ Gl
TV | FT R B




Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

22 AUGUST 2025

{ 1GI AIRPORT }

Metro link for T1, T3 moves ahead

AN INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER LINKING
TO A DOMESTIC FLIGHT WILL BE ABLETO
TAKE AIRPORT EXPRESS LINE FROM T3 TO
AEROCITY, THEN GOLDEN LINETO TI

Neha LM Tripathi
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A long-proposed
Metro line connecting Terminal
lof Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA) toa new
station at Aerocity that will facil-
itate passenger transfers from
Terminal 3 could get off the
drawing board soon, people
familiar with the matter said.

“The Detailed Project Report
(DPR) has been finalised tointe-
grate T1 with the upcoming
Golden Line, allowing interna-
tional passengers arriving at T3
to connect to their domestic
flights at T1 via Aerocity within
ten minutes,” one of the officials
aware of the plan said.

To be sure, Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL), which
manages IGIA had first pro-
posed the extension in 2023,
after which the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) conducted
a study and submitted a DPR.

But the plan didn’t take off then.

Work on the rest of the
Golden Line, from Aerocity-
Tughlakabad, started in 2022.
Currently, T3 is served by the
Airport Express Line that also
stops at Aerocity and the
Magenta Line connects to TL
There is no interconnection
between the two lines.

‘With the new metro plan, an
international passenger connect-
ing to a domestic flight will be
able to take the Airport Express
Line from T3, alight at Aerocity,
and switch to the Golden Line to
reach Tl—proposed as the next
stop on the line.

Another person aware of the
matter said both DIAL and
DMRC have now worked out a

final plan for which government
approval is under process and is
expected soon.

The DPR has been approved
by the Delhi government,
according to people with knowl-
edge of the matter, and it will be
placed before the Union Cabinet
after approval from the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs.

“The extension work will
commence after cabinet
approval and will be completed
by 2027," the official added.

The planned connection
comes even as the government
has stated its intention to make
Delhi an international aviation
hub.

“We have a plan that within
two vears we want to establish

Delhi as a major international
aviation hub,” Civil aviation min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu said on
the sidelines of the World Eco-
nomic Forum in January this
year.,

“The idea of promoting Delhi
Airport as a hub aligns with the
government’s vision. However,
we still need to improve the tran-
sit experience, While the airport
infrastructure is improving,
challenges remain, such as the
connection between terminals
Tl and T3,” DIAL CEO Videh Jai-
puriar said recently.

Currently, the airport handles
about 21% connecting traffic. Its
international-to-international
share hasrisen from 1% to 3% in
recent years, with a target of
reaching 10% in the next five to
Sever years.

A dedicated intra-airport air
train, or Automated People
Mover, is also planned but
remainsin the biddine stage.
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No construction
within 20-km
radius of Jewar

Airportwithout

NOC: Admin

NOIDA: Gautam Buddh Nagar
administration has barred all
construction within a 20-km
radius of Noida International
Airport without prior no-
objection certificate (NOC),
warning of sriel  action
against violators.

Al a review meeling, Dis-
trict Magistrate Medha Roo-
pam  stressed  cleanliness,
waterlogging prevention and
measures Lo control birds, stray
animals, drones and lasers to
ensure safe aircraft opera-
tions. She directed officials o
strengthen disaster manage-
ment, medical and !'Lr:f'lghl-
ing preparedness, and improve

coordination between airport
commiltees and agencies. Pl
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Airportmetrostationtohavestate-of-artfacilities

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 20 August

The Jai Hind Biman Bandar
station which would provide
connectivity from the airport
tothe various parts of Kolkata,
including Howrah and Sealdah
railway stations, is equipped
with travelators - a
first-of-a-kind facility in the
city’s metro network.

The metro station, which
is to function as a crucial
connecting point for local,
domestic and international
passengers from the airport
toward the main parts of
Kolkata as well as its
adjoining areas, includes
several state-of-the-art
passenger amenities. The
station has six escalators,

six lifts and six staircases
along with two sub-ways.
One sub-way will connect
Biman Bandar station to the
busy Jessore Road.

Apart from three public
staircases, three emergency
staircases have also been
provided in this sub-way
along with four entry/exit
points. The subway is
equipped with four
escalators and two lifts.

The other subway
connects the Biman Bandar
station with Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Airport. In this sub-way,
four travelators are there o
facilitate easy movement of
passengers. Apart from this,
the subway is to include
three entry/exit points. three

public staircases, two
emergency staircases, five
escalators and four lifts.
The Jai Hind Biman
Bandar metro station has

five platforms of which
platform numbers one and
two are to be operational for
now after the inaugural
event on Friday. With the

countdown beginning for
the mega inaugural of 14 km
of metro networks by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
22 August, the station is
being readied for Friday's
event.

According to the fare
chart available for the
Yellow Line, a ride from Jai
Hind Biman Bandar metro
station to Jessore Road
metro station would cost Rs
five while till Noapara it
would be Rs 20. For
commuting from Jai Hind
Biman Bandar metro station
to Esplanade, commuters
would have to pay Rs 40
while till Kavi Subhash
metro the fare would be Rs
45. The cost of travelling
from Jai Hind Biman

Bandar metro station to
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay or
even Howrah Maidan metro
stations would be Rs 50
while that up to Sector V
would be Rs 70.

Metroservicesdisrupted:
Meanwhile. metro services
onthe Blue Line were partially
disrupted this morning
after water reportedly
accumulated in the tunnel
between Kalighat and Jatin
Das metrostations. Following
the disruption, commuters
had a harrowing time during
the rush hour.

Truncated services were
operated between
Dakhshineswar and Maidan
and Tollygunge and Shahid
Khudiram metro stations.
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Coimbatore airport receives
hoax bomb threat email

n unidentified person sent a bomb threat email to the

Coimbatore International Airport on Tuesday night,
prompting the bomb detection and disposal squad
(BDDS) of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) to
carry out a thorough search of the premises. The email
was sent to various other airports as well around 8pm on
Tuesday. Airport Authority of India (AAl) officials alerted
the security forces who launched a search. For more than
ten months, unknown people have been sending bomb
threat emails to the airport, schools, colleges, hospitals
and even media houses in the city. However, the police
have been unable to track the senders as they are using
the darknet to evade the police.
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Hyd airport flags

social media post

on 1998 hijacking
as ‘threat mail’

Hyderabad: A seemingly
harmless post on X recounting
21998 plane hijacking in Pakis-
tan with references to “Hydera-
bad airport”, “Delhi” and
“Bhuj" was picked up by an Al-
powered social media listening
toolinIndia.

The post lagged by a senior
vigilance specialist on Aug 14
as a “threat mail”, triggeringa
security charade involving av-
iation officials and police, re-
ports Mahesh Buddi.

An FIR registered at Hyde-
rabad airport police station on
Aug 15 against Pakistani social
media user @omeremran invo-
kes BNS sections 351(4) {crimi-
nal intimidation by anonymo-
us communication) and 353(2)
(statements conducing to pub-
lic mischief), and 66D {cheating
by personation) of the Infor-
mation Technology Act, 2000,

“May 25,1998, A PIA Fokker
F-27, Flight PK-544, lifted off
from Gwadar with 33 passeng-
ers and 5 crew. Moments later,
three armed men from Baloch
Students Organisation seized
the aircraft and demanded to
be flown to New Delhi,” states
the thread by (@omeremran
captioned “The Hijacking that
Pakistan Qutsmarted”.
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Domestic airljnes to see operating profit

moderate 11-14% this fiscal, says Crisil
e i S While feet additions will
New Deshi be limited due to slow air-

The domestic airline in-
dustry is expected to witness
moderation.  in  operating
profit this fiscal due to
muted demand in the frst

quarter as well as an expec-
ted decline in yields, ratings

agency Crisil said.
Accordingly, Crisil on
Thursday estimated that the

domestic airline  industry
will sec operati rofit
moderate 'FIF-H pcnfclrrht o
T20,000-21,000 crore in
FY26 from T23,500 crore last
fiscal.

This trend, Crisil said,
contrasts with the stro
covery seen in the three fisc-
als post the Covid-19 pan-
demic. However, according
to the credit rating agency,
the overall credit profiles
will remain stable, driven by
healthy ]!qu.'ldlt\r and
planned equity infusion by
some airlines.

As per Crisil, the industry
faced turbulence due to ten-
sions along India’s western
barder, which led to the clos-
ure of operations at several

atrports for a week, ws well as
g major sircraft mishap in
June, which weakened de-
mand sentiment.

These headwinds, Crisil
said, led to softer demand
and lower capacity deploy-
ment, resulting in passenger
traffic growth slowing to 5.2
per cent on-vear in the first
quarter, compared with 7.1
per cent in the correspond-
ing quarter last fiscal.

Mevertheless, Crisil pain-
ted out that the second half
of this fiscal (which typically
accounts for 50-55 per cent
of annual traffic) is expected
to see faster growth, as the
leading to a traffic growth of
7-9 per cent for this fiscal, in
line with the 81 per cent
growth last fiscal.

craft deliveries, operational
flieets will grow as ground-
ings decline.

ADJUST YIELDS
After aweak first quarter, air-
lines will likely boost passen-
r load factors by adjusti
ﬁlﬂ.ﬁ, Crisil said. s
“Despite  steady  traffic
growth, sustaining the pas-
senger load fmnrr.gwiil cgmc
at a cost — that of 8 modera-
tion in yields — this fiscal,
predominantly  becanse of
subdued demand in the first
quarter,” said Gautam Shahi,
Director, Crisil Ratings.
“Additional costs associ-
ated with rerouting of fights
because of ai restric-
tions would also have a bear-
ing on the operating profit-
ghility of girlines,” he added.
The additional cost, said
Shahi, will be partially offset
by an 8-10 per cent decline
expected in fuel costs (3540
pet cent of the total ap::at-
ing cost). Owing to lower
global crude oil prices, oper-
ating profit will sHll be

lower.”
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‘DGCA staffing crisis 'existential
threat' foraviation safety system’

NEW DELHI, PTI: A Parlia-
mentary pancl on Wednes:
day sugested a time-boynd
plan to grant ad ministrative
aswellzs finpncial smononyy
to DGCA and Nagged that
the stalfing erases atthe regu-
lator ks an “existential threat
o thie imtegrity of India's avi
atnon safety sysgem™.
Besides, the commirttee
said the current imbalance,
where aircraft induction is
orpacyg Alrport gEnowh, S
putting snsustamable pres-
surconcxsting fcilinses, de-
graing service quality, and
dangerously straining safety

urgans, as it pitched for de-
weloping a comprehensive
Natonal Capacity Alignment
Plan to synchronise airport
infrastructure development
with airline Meet induction
schedisles,

The Department-
Related Parliamentary
Sunding Commiilee on
Transport, Tourism and
Culture ~ headed by Rajyn
Sabha member and JIMLU)
leader Sanjay Kumar Jha -
submitted its repory on the
Overall Review of Safery
i the Crvil Avintion Sector”
on Wednesdny.
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Air Indiaand
Al EXpress
Post39,568-cr
LossinFY25

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: Air India and Alr India Ex-
press together posted a loss before tax
of £8,568.4 crore in the financial year
ended March 2005, according to the civil
aviation ministry

In the last fiscal, Akasa Air and Spi-
cedet recorded a loss before tax of
71,9683.4 crorve and 381 crore respeg-
tiwely, while IndiGo reported a profit
before tax of £7.5687.5 crore.

The figures were shared by minister
of state for civil aviation Murlidhar
Mohol as part of a written reply to the
Lok Babha on Thursday
These are provisional
figures

Tata Group-owned Alr
India had a loss before
tax of TI8002 crore
while its low-cost arm
Air India Express,
which had been profit
able for long, registered
a loss of €5,678.2 crore In
2024-25.

Loss-making Alr India
and profitable Alr India
whileIndiGa's Express were acquired
PATstoodat Ly Tata Group in Janu-
TRE8TET  gpy 92 Asperthedsts,

the debt of Alr Incia
stood st 26 AT Gerorewhilethatof In-
diGo touched £67,088.4 crore.

The debt of Air India Express, Akasa
Air, and SpiceJet stood at €617.56 crore,
7856 crore, and TBB6 crore, respective-
1w, the data showed,

"With the repeal of Air Corporation
ActinMarch 1994, the Indian domestic
aviation has bean deregulated. The fi-
nancial and operational decisions, in
cluding resource mobilisation and
debt restructuring, are managed by
the respective airlines based on com-
mercial considerations,” Mohol said
In the weitten reply
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Boeing in talks to sell up
to 500 jets to China

BLOOMBERG
August 71

BOEING IS HEADING closer
toveard l'inailu:ng a deal with
China to sell as many as 500
atrcraft, accomnd mg to prrpl.r
familiar with the matter, a
transaction that wouldend a
sales drought that stretches
back to US President Donald
Trump'’slast visitin 2017

The two sides are still
hammering out terms of the
complex aircraft sale, includ-
ing the types and volume of
jet models and delivery
time tables, according to one
of the people, who asked not
to be identified discussing
confidential matters,

The mega zale to China,
years inthe making, is comtin
gent on the two nations defus-
ing the trade hostilities that
hark back to Trump's first term
in office — and could still fall

apart, theysald,
Chinese officials  have
alrsady started consulting

domestic airlines about how
many Boelng alreraft they'1]
need, the people said. The
transaction taking shape is
dmilarin smopeto the order for
asmanyas $00 jetsthat China's
central FII..‘I.I1I.'II:‘I'5 have struck
with Alrbus SE but haven't yet
announced, they added. The
Boeing order is expected to be

AT A GLANCE

Number of planes In ehina

Arrbus
Baoing

Comac

Embraer Jy'q 3 7

2,326

the centerpiece of a trade
agmeement that would benefit
both Tremp and China's Presi
dent X Jinping, the culmina-
tion of hII1K‘-I:IJI:II:Ii.ILB and
sometimes conten tious nego
tiathons, The nation’s leaders
were close to a similar
announcement in 2023 but
then-President joe Bidenand Xi
left a San Frandsen summit
without oonsummating anair
craft ale,

Complicating matters for
Boelng is a keadership vwold In
China.Alvin L, its top exeo
tivein China anda Auent Man
darin-§ |mkrr with extensive
government contacts, left the
EI.'II'I1FI|'LI'I:f.III| recent I‘-'E'Fh’.'i

Carol Shenhas been named
Interim president of Bosing
China,said people familiarwith

thematier,

Boelng declined o com-
ment on any potential deal or
management changes.

Shares of the US pL:l.m-
maker advanced fess than 19
in Kew York on Thursday fol-
lowingBloomberg s report. one
of a handful of gainers among
mambers of the Dow Jones
I ustrial Average The stock
had risen 27 %t his yearamid a
turmaround under Chief Expe-
utive Officer Kelly Ortherg.

Alremit orders for Boeing
have figured large in US diploe
macy since Trump returned to
the White House in '.II1II..1I'}',
with nations uting new, ten
tativeand existing deal sforair
planes, which are as spensive
as skysorapens, o namow tade
imbalamces with the LIS
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India’s airline industry to see 11-14 %
operating pI‘Oflt this fiscal: Crisil report

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, August 21

OPERATING PROFIT OF
India’s top three airlines, who
control more than 90% of the
domestictraffic,is expected to
moderatein FY 26 compared to
previous year due to softer
demand and unforeseen busi-
ness disruptions.

The domestic airline indus-
try will see operating profit
moderate 11-14% to
¥20,000-21,000crorethisfis-
cal from about ¥ 23,500 crore
posted in the last fiscal,said a
report by Crisil. Operating
profit is defined as earnings
before interest, tax,d eprecia-
tion, amortisation and lease
rentals.

IndiGo,Air India group (Air

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

.

|
7

L BN RN L]

India and Air India Express)
and Spicelet control 94% of

India’'s domestic aviation
share,as perdatashared bythe
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).

While IndiGohad recorded
a profit of ¥ 7,258 crore, Air
India group saw its losses bal-
loonto¥ 10,859 crorein FY 25.

Fri, 22 August 2025

Alkasa Air’s losses jumped to ¥
1,983 crore during the same
year while Spicefet closed the
yearwitha profitof ¥ 62 crore.

Demand in the first quarter
(April to June) FY2 6wasmuted
because of closure of opera-
tions at several airports fora
week and ensuing airspace
restrictions resulting in

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78003915

rerouting of international
flights and elongated flying
times.

April and May are consid-
ered to be top months for
leisure traffic due to the sum-
mer holidays. Demand senti-
ments took a hit again in June
when an air crash left 270
dead.

This also led to added flight
safety checks and reductionin
capacities deployed thereby
impacting revenues.

“These headwinds led to
softer demand and lower
capacity deployment, result-
ingin passengertraffic growth
slowing to 5. 2% on-yearinthe
first quarter, compared with
7.1% in the corresponding
quarter last fiscal,’ said the

report.
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Bihar gears up for aviation
eXpa nsion prDjEi:E

Sew Delhik: Poll-bowmnd Bl bs gearing wp foriis most
ambitious sviation expansion yet, with new alrports,
large-scale upgrades, and reglonal conmectiviny at the
centre of it plan. The state’s chdel secretary Amrit Lal
Meenn n an nteryiew sald the state wants to position

nselfas ahubfor both domnestic and intemational servi-
e i esterm Dnilia, DHIREMDRA HUMAR
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Air India, Air India Express report
09,5608 crore loss before tax in FY25

NEW DELHI: Air India and
Adr India Express together
posted a loss before tax of Rs
95684 crore in the finan-
cial year ended March 2025,
according 1o the civil aviation
ministry,

In the last fiscal, Akasa Air
and Spicefet recorded a loss
before tax of Rs 1,983.4 crore
and Bs 581 crore, while IndiGo
reported a profit before tax of
Rs 7,387 .5 crore.

The figures were shared by
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol as part
of a written reply to the Lok
Sabha on Thursday. These are
provistonal fgures,

Tata Group-owned Air
India had aloss before tax of Bs
3.890.2 crore while its low-cost
arm Air India Express, which
had been profitable for long,
registered a loss of Rs 5,678.2
crore in 2004-25,

Loss-making Air India and
pruﬁtablc Air India Express
were acquired by Tata Group
in January 2022,

As per the data, the debt of
Adr India stood at Rs 26,879.6
crore while that of IndiGo
touched Bs 67,0884 crore.

The debt of Air India
Express, Akasa Adr, and Spice-
Jet stood at Rs 617.5 crore, Rs
78.5 crore, and Rz BR6 crore,

respectively, the data showed.
“With the repeal of Air Cor-
poration Actin March 1994, the
Indian domestic aviation has
been deregulated. The finan-
cial and operational decisions,
including resource mobilisa-
tion and debt restructuring, are
marnaged by the respective air-
lines baged on commercial con-
siderations,” Mohol said in the
wrillen rq:l]}'. Tl
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‘al, Al EXPRESS POSTED
19,568 CRLOSS IN FY25'

Alr india and Alr India Exprass
together posted a loss bafom tax
of 19,56 8.4 crore in the financial

year ended March 2025, acconiing
tothe chvl aviation ministry. in
the last fiscal, Akasa Al and
Spicelet racorded loss bafom tax
of 11,983 4 crore and ¥581 aore,
while IndiGo reported a profit
before tax of ¥7.5875 crore. The
fgures wese shared by Mo5 for
Chvil Aviation Murlidhar Mohol in a
written reply to the Lok Sabha,
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Parliamentary panel flags severe risks in
aviation sector, seeks urgent reforms

PIOMEER HEWS SERVICE
W Mew Delhi

A recent report by the
Parllamentary Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture has
raised alarm bells owver
mounting safety risks in
India's rapidly growing avia-
thon sector. Citing staff short-
ages, outdated infrastruc-
ture, and systemic fatgue
amang critical personnel, the
report calls for sweeplng
reforms to ensure the sector's
safe and sustainable growth.

The committee's findings
highlight vulnerabilities
across operations-from alr
traffic control to pilot fatlgue
and helicopter safety proto-
cols-warnlng that unless
addressed, these issues could
compromise passenger
safery and operational refia-
bilicy.

Key Recommendations by
panel, Among the most
Urgent measunes proposed is
granting full administrative
and financial autonomy to
the Directorate General of
Clwil Aviation |DGCA)L The
committee noted that the
DGCA remains “severely

understaffed and under-
resourced,” limiting its abilicy
o enforce standards and
respond swiftly o emerging
risks.

To address the growing
strain on air traffic manage-
ment, the repoart recom-
mends steps to mitigate Alr
Traffic Controller (ATC) fatigue
and resolve staffing short-
ages, warning thar over-
worked controllers pose a
real-time risk to fight safery.

The panel has also urged
the government Lo strength-
en aviation surveillance and
enforcement mechanisms,
including the imposition of
financial penalties for serious
salety lapses.

Aviation safety lapses, such
as repeated runway Ineur-
skons, must undergo manda-
tory root-cause analysis, the
report said, adding that only
a data-driven approach can
prevent repeat incldents,

With the surge in heli-
copler sevices across India,
particularly in hilly and
remote areas, the committee
has called for standardized
safety protocols for all heli-
copter operations,

To promote transparency

and encourage the reporting
of safety concerns, the panel
strongly recommends estab-
lishing a *Just Culture” frame-
wiark along side whistleblow-
er protections within the avi-
atlon ecosysent.
Highlighting the high cost
and delays of sending aircraft
abroad for malntenance, the
report advocates for develop-

ing domestic Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
capabilities, which wlll
reduce foreign dependence
and create skilled jobs locally.

As airlines expand their
fleets, the committee wams
that airport infrastructure
growth is lagging, creating
bettlenecks and operational
hazards. [t recommends

betrer alignment between
fleet expansion and Infra-
structure development.

The panel also proposes
modernization of Alr Traffic
Contrel (ATC) automation
and airport technologies o
keep pace with global stan-
dards.

Significantly, the report
recommends the creation of

a Member [ATC) post on the
Airports Authority of India
[AAL) Board, ensuring direct
representation of air raffic
management concerns in
top-level decislon-making.

Addressing long-term
capacity bullding, the com-
mittee calls for expansion of
pllot training infrastructure
across Indla, as well as
enhanced human factor and
fatigue management prolo-
cols for flight crew.

India is among the fastest-
growing aviation markets
globally, with domestic carri-
ers placing massive aircralt
orders and passenger raffic
rebounding post-pandemic.
However, the committiee
warns that the regulatory
and eperational framework
must evolve at the same pace
to prevent systemic fallures.

“The aviation sector is ata
critical juncture. Growth
without safery s unsustain-
able,” the report concludes,
urging the Minkstry of Ciil
Aviation to act on its recom-
mendations without delay.

Industry experts have
largely welcomed the report,
calling it a "timely wake-up
call” for policymakers.
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Al cuts loss
but Al Express
sees it rising

MNew Delhi: Tata's full service
Alr India managed to cut its
loss by almost a quarter, while
the low cost (LCC) Air India
Expresssaw its loss more than
triple in the first fiscal (FY28)
of the salt-to-satellite conglo-
merate consolidating its airli-
ne business.

AlX Connect (erstwhile
AirAsiaIndia)was mergedin-
to Al Express last Oct. The
merged LCC's provisional
loss in FY25 was Rs 5,678 cro-
re, up from Rs1,357 erore com-
bined loss of Al Express (Rs
163 crore) and AlX Connect
(Rs 1,194 crore). Vistara was
merged into AirIndialast Nov
and the combined full service
carrier’s loss in FY25 was
3,890, down from combined
loss of Rs5,025 croreof Al(Rs
4, M4 crore)and Vistara(Rs581
crore) in FY 24,

Al Express had been profi-
table in three out of last nine
yvears. On a combined opera-
tional and financial basis, Al
and erstwhile AIX Connect
(which started flying in the
summer of 2014} were the big-
gest challenges on a standalo-
ne basis.
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Direct flights between

India and China likely
to start in a month

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India and Chi-
na could resume direct
flights within a month,
with airlines on both sides
expecting an announce-
ment when Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi visits
Tianjin later this month
for the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation summit.
Sources said that Chi-
nese carriers could realisti-
cally resumeflights “tomor-
row”, if required, but air-
lines in India“might need to
dosome work” before that.
“The air service agree-
ment(ASA) between India
and China has to be re-
vised. There can be dia-
logue on that. But the is-
sue is, do we wait for the
ASA to be revised or re-
sume flights under the ex-
isting bilateral arrange-
ments? The latter seems

Sources said Chinese carriers
could realistically resume
flights ‘tomorrow’, if required

morelikely,” asourcesaid.
IndiGo and Air India
have some operational is-
sues to address, including
their pre-pandemic slots at
Chinese airports being giv-
en away to other carriers.
“Our airlines will take
some time. We are of the
view that flights should re-
sume when carriersonboth
sides are able to resume op-
erations,” the source said.
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Aviationboom outpacing
safetynet: Parl committee

Half of 1,063 sanctioned DGCA posts lying vacant

SHEKHAR SiNGH

FROEA D P sl i L

KEW DELHI, AUGUST 20

Indis's svistion boomis mecing
nrahend of s salety net, -
liamentary committes  has
woamed, cautwoning that air
cralt e being indurted fotor
than mrports can expand @
dongemits mismatch that s
“straining safety mangms and
degmding serice quolity™

The Department-Related
Purinmentory Standing Corr
mittee on Trensport. Tourksm
and Cultume, chaired by JINLT)
MP Samgay Rumar Jho on
Wednaarksy tobleed o peport that
pamts o troubling mctire of
regulntory paraby=mis ot o time
when the shes ane petiing
buegier than ever 1t called S a
Mational Capactty Abpmment
Plan to ensure that mirport
ndrastructune loweps paoe with
fleet escpansxm.

Equally sturk was the find-
g on manpower Nearky half
the sanctioned posts ot the
Directorate Geneml of Cril

'85% MAINTENANCE
OUTSOURCED ABROAD'

Ninda's e | aviation Secors
haemomhagng fomelE
eerhiange and compoms
ing sefFreliance by outsolifc
g avouind BE5% of alrcraft
rairterance, repair and
overhiaul activities owerseas,
saiia parlamentary panel,
addngthe preches had sig-
nificant “strategc & oo
nomicyLinerabilies™.

"The panel said rllancs on
foreign hubsdespite the:
presenceof MRO aampa-
nies within ind i, amount
ed to undarutilisation of
indligenous capacity, high-
or costs, longe riurmansund
timasand “dangeroues”
sirategic dependence

Aodatun (DGCA), 510 of the
L6, b vweant, “This defiot
i not o meme sdmindstrattoe
statistac; 1t w8 @ critical vilner
ability that exists af the very
hesirt of India's safety over
sight syslem, oocuming pme

cizely at s ime when the sec
tor's unprecedented growth
demands maore, not leas, regs-
Intory vigilsnee and capacity]”
the report warned

Thee repaoet further pointed to
a “growmg bocklog of unre
anbved safety findings " which
it =i enposed a oritieal weenk-
negs in the post-surveillones
rect fication process.

In thetwake of n seoes of holi-
opter crashes, i also uged a
uniform natinal frameworc
fiorall stade operated holoopter
srrviees and mandatory ter
min-specific traimng for pilots,

“This is prompbed ey o semes
of arcadents 1n high-risk envi-
ronments monaged by gtate
bevel gponcies with bmited cen-
tml ovemsght, mealing o
regulabory et gty 1 saied,

Becuming high-nsk events
ssch o8 nimway Cursions,
i stribeess aurscl e e it iress
camye under sharp focus, How
ever, There wits no mesytion of
the Air Indias crash of June 12
that Jealled 260 peaple.
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