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Meghalaya HC gives directive to speed
up Shillong airport expansion works

NEWMAI NEWS

SHILLONG, July 15: The
Meghalaya High Court today
directed the Ministry of De-
fence, Meghalaya State Gov-
ernment, Airports Author-
ty of India (AAI), and the Di-
rector General of Civil Avia-
tion to take steps to expe-
dite the long-pending expan-
sion of the Stillong Airport.

The directive came after
the court examined a report
submitted by the AAlin re-
sponse to a public mterest hit-
igation (PIL).

Inits order, a division bench
comprising Chief Justice IP
Mukerji and Justice W Dieng-
doh observed: “On examina-

tion of this report, we find that
only the essential prelimmary
groundwork required for ex-
pansion and development of
the Shillong Airport has been
done. From now, a substantial
amount of work 18 required to
be done at an appreciable pace
to make the project operation-
alin the near future.”

The Court also said that all
the authorities concerned, the
Mimstry of Defence, the State
Government, AAI, and
DGCA must apply the neces-
sary thrust to ensure that the
project becomes operational.

The bench further directed
that a note prepared by the
State Government on the
project be made an annexure

to an affidavit to be sworn by a

competent officer of the State

and filed in court by July 18.
Onreviewing the note, the

B Defence Ministry, State
Govt, AAl, DGCA
asked to take
necessary steps

B Directive comes in

__response to PIL

B 22 acres of land
required for expansion

B Next review of the
project on August 12

High Court noted that 22
acres of land are required for
the expansion project.

Of this, 10.30 acres must

be acquired from the De-
fence authonties. The State
Government has approved
the purchase of 11.75 acres
of land from individual land-
owners at a cost of Rs 72,17
crore. The acquisition 1s ex-
pected to be completed by
the end of July.

The Ministry of Defence
has already sanctioned the
State Government to begin
work on the 10.30 acres of
military land at the Umroi
Military Station, based on an
agreement for transfer of land
of equal value to the Mimstry.

As per a draft master plan,
Runway 4 will be extended by
571 metres, increasing its to-
tal length to 2,400 metres.

Once complete, aircraft will
land from Runway 22 and take
off from Runway 4.

During the hearing, Depu-
ty Solicitor General of Incia
Mozika submtted that ten-
ders for construction, reno-
vation, and alteration of the
airport infrastructure would
be 1ssued by the AAT imme-
diately after land 1s handed
over by the State and Defence
authorities and after obtain-
ing environmental clearance.

Mozika added that the AAI
would also address obstacles
such as mounds and trees
along the airport’s flight path.

The Court has fixed Au-
gust 12 to review the
progress of the project.
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Safety of Surat Airport’s Runway 22 under scrutiny

Melvyn Thomas
SURAT
Sumt Airport, one of the most
rapidly expanding aviation
hubs in India, is facing intense
serutiny. An official data from
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) reveals that
Runway-22 (Vesu side) facili-
tated nearly 73% of all aircraft
movements between 2022 to
2024. Due to the over-reliznce
on Rumway 22, it has ignited
fears of major aviation inci-
dents, drawing unsettling par-
allels to the 2020 Kozhikode
Alr India Express crash.
While the declared length
of the runway at Surat airport
is about 2905 meters from
Runway-22 on Vesu side, but
the presence of illegal and
dangerously high bulldings in

its appreach path forces air
craft to utilize only 2280
meters for landings as the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) having dis-
placed 615 meters, This effec-
tive shortening of the runway
is a severe safety compromise,
especially concerning given
the airport’sinereasing waffic.
Sanjay lzawn, president of
the Surat Alrport Action
Committee, has issued a stark
warning, cutlining seven criti-
cal issues that he believes
make Surat Airport a high-
risk environment:
B Imadeguate  Usable
Runway Length: The 6l5-
meter  displacement  on
Runway 22 leaves a usable
length of only 2250 meters.
This short runway is a major
Limitation for sccommedating

larger aircraft and poses sig-
nificant risks, particularly
since this rumvay accounts for
roughly 80% of total move-
ments, sparing to 9% during
the monsoon.

B Obstructive Building
Heights:  Buildings  corr
structed between 2007 and
2017 on the Vesu side are dan-
geroushy high, violating safety

norms and creating hazards
during low-visibility landings.
B Aging ONGC Pipeline: A
high-pressure gas pipeling,
laid under the runway in 1994,

has exceeded its 25-year
design life. Despite its critical
location for future ruoway
expansion, ONGC has refused
t0 COMSITUCT & protective culb
vert, citing safety concerns

with disturbing implications.

B Lack of ILS n Runway
0& Rumway 04 (Dumas side)
lacks an Instrument Landing
Swstem (ILS). This deficiency
funnels all bad-weather land-
ings to the already compro-
mised Rumway 22,

B Bird Hazard from
Shrimp ponds: Nearby
Shrimp ponds and other lakes
attract large hirds, signifi-
cantly Increasing the risk of
bird strikes. Surat experi-
enced 14 such incidents in
201820 alone, highlighting an
urgent need for mitigation.

B Obstructive Buildings
on Runwiy 04
Unauthorized constructions,
including the Marina complex
on the Dumas side, obstruct
any future expansion of
Runway 04, violating the 2017

Surat Airport Master Plan

B Sewer Line Under the
Runmway: A natural drain
comverted into an RCC box
beneath the runway during
past expansion poses another
challenge. The Surat
Municipal Corpoeration’sdelay
in its removal due to high
costs is & concern given the
increasing air traffic.

Flight movement dat for
2022-2024 highlight a severe
problem at Surat sirport
Rumway 22 facilitated over
36,000 arrivals and depar-
tures; compared to just 13,000
for Runway 04 on the Dumas
sea shore side. This reliance is
particularly acute from April
to September, coinciding with
the westerly wind season,
which naturally favors
Runway 22 for landings.
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44 structures in airport funnel razed

These Were
Identified As
Risk To Flights

Jignesh.Parmar
@timescfindia.com

Ahmedabad: The plane crash
of June 12, one of the worst av-
iation disasters in India’s avia-
tion history, has prompted a se-
ries of measures. One of them
is clearing structures that co-
uld pose a risk to planes. Soon
after the crash, Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation
{AMC), along with the city air-
port authority conducted a
survey of structures arvound
theairport.

The survey identified 44
structures on different houses
that could pose a risk to planes.
AMC has since removed addi-
tional rooms, parapet walls,
water tanks, and rooftop struc-
tures from 26 of these houses,

CLEAREDH

AMAR PARK:
Parapet walls: 2,
Slab tops: 2

NEW AMBIKANAGAR: Rooftop
rooms: 6, Parapet walls: 5,
Overhead water tanks: 1, Tanks: 2

Height violations of structures
ranged from 0.9m to 1.54m

SHYAMJI CHALI:
Rooftop rooms: 1,

Tanks: 1

Milei i .- :
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A file photograph of a passenger jet preparing to take off Trum Ahmed

airport, ¢

Having a clear airport fun-
nel zone, a designated corridor
that aircraft use for takeoff
and landing, is a critical com-
ponent in air safetv. Aviation
authority notifications insist
that airport funnels and their
imaginary gradient should not

surrounded by dense urban development

be ‘punctured’ by structures or
trees. An official from the
AMC, who wished to remain
anonymous, stated, “The he-
ight of constructions around
the airport is determined ba-
sed on the funnel area for plane
takeoff and landing. Most

ad

OVER 250 TREES

TOPPED IN
AIRPORT FUNNEL

survey of the city
airport's funnel
zone, carried out after
the June 12 air crash,
8 jdentified 1,013 trees as
tao high for the take-
% off and landing area.
The airport operator
wrote to AMC after
which the civic body's
parks and gardens
departments formed
two teams that have so
far topped (reduced
height to a specified
limit) 253 trees, an
AMC official said.

constructions near the air-
port's funnel area are legal,
with plans approved by obtai-
ningaNoObjection Certificate
from the Airport Authority of
India. Representatives from
the corporation and the air-
port management company

conducted a survey of the fun-
nel area, finding no obstructi-
ve structures in the landing
[unnel. However, in the take-
off funnel area, 44 obstructive
structures were identified on
various houses in Meghani
Nagar and Kubernagar, and
demolitions have been carried
out. Sp far, water tanks, room
tops, and parapet walls have
been removed from 26 houses.”

Another AMC official, also
not wanting to be named, ad-
ded, “There are constructions
in Meghaninagar and Kuber-
nagar that have been around
for years, some of whichareil-
legal. These include additional
roomsand water tanks builton
rooftops. Wearetaking stepsto
remove such obstructive strue-
tures. OnJune 12, the Air India
flight crashed seconds after ta-
keoff. Structures within a kilo-
metre of the crash site have be-
en removed. The corporation
and airport management coim-
pany conduct regular surveys
to monitor such issues.”
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Blurw’s 2nd airport: State prepares for talks with Centre

Sanjay.Murty@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The debate around a
second international airport for
Bengaluru has gained momentum
again with industries and infra-
structure development minister
MB Patil set to meet Union civil
aviation minister Rammohan
Naidu soon to push for the project.
The move comes even as a report
from Airports Authority of India
(AAI), which inspected three short-
listed sites in April, is awaited.
Authorities expect passenger
traffic at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (K1A) to hit 110 mil-
lion annually by 2035, necessitat-
ing a second airport. “We have

proposed a new airport now since
it will take six to seven years to
start operations,” Patil said. He
said he would study the progress
of airports being built in Noida
and Navi Mumbai — both less than
150km from existing airports —
before discussing the proposal
with Naidu.

The time frame is ideal since a
concessionaire agreement be-
tween the Centre and Bangalore
International Airport Ltd (BIAL),
which operates KIA, restricts the
opening of a new airport within
150 km until May 2033, when BIAL
completes 25 years,

In March, the state sent a pro-
posal to the Centre, offering 4,500

acres of land and identifying three
preferred sites out of seven short-
listed earlier. Two sites
lie along Kanakapura
Road — near Kaggali-
pura in Bengaluru Ur-
ban district and Haro-
halli in Bengaluru
South (Ramanagara).
The third is at Chikk-
asolur in Bengaluru e
Rural district, along the &
Nelamangala-Kunigal
road. These locations
are 25-45km from the city centre.
However, aviation expert De-
vesh Agarwal feels none of these
three locations is suitable. He rec-
ommended that the airport be lo-

cated between Bengaluru and
Mysuruw

“Besides serving several

tier-2 cities in the south
and southwest of Ben-
galuru, the airport
would also aid various
industries in the re-
gion,” he said. “The Ben-
galuru-Mysuru express-
way is an added advan-
tage.”

Agarwal also sug-
gested reviving the HAL
airport. “In-city airports

operate in countries like Brazil,
Malaysia, and the USA. HAL can
be redeveloped similarly" he said.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu’s bid
to develop an international airport

in Hosur — also within 150km of
KIA — has added another layer of
complexity. TN has identified two
sites and requires a no objection
certificate (NOC) from BIAL. In
April, chief minister MK Stalin
met CEQs of BIAL and Fairfax to
push the proposal. The Centre has
said all three stakeholders
BIAL, Centre and Tamil Nadu —
must come to an agreement,

Another big hurdle for Karna-
taka is land acquisition. Protests
by farmers against acquisition
for an aerospace park in Devana-
halli have already made the govt
cautious, Similar resistance is
expected in Bengaluru South and
Rural districts.
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HC dismisses Al staft appeals
against eviction from Kalina

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bombay High Cou-
rt on Tuesday dismissed appe-
als filed by Shilpi Minz and ot-
her Air India staffers against
their eviction from the Al sta-
ff colony in Kalina, Santacruz
East. HC, though, continued a
stay on theireviction for anot-
her six weeks to enable them
toappeal to Supreme Court.
The staffers and Al follow-
ing its privatisation, were lo-
cked inalegal battle over evic-
tion from their staff quarters.
The emplovees, in their appe-
als against Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL)and
others, said there were five
broad grounds in their favour.
The single-judge bench of
Justice Sharmila Deshmukh,
in her judgment, said the land
belonged to Alrport Authority
of India (AAl) and, “As the la-
nds leased to Air India Ltd co-
nstitute airport premises, the
buildings cannot be divorced
from the leased lands to cons-

titute public premises by app-
Iying the concept of dual ow-
nership post disinvestment,”
She added, “Once the residen-
tial accommodations are held
to beairport premises, itisthe
AAT Act which would be appli-
cable and not the PPE (Public
Premises Eviction) Act.”
Following earlier HC or-
ders giving staffers time until
Sept 24, 2022, after housing ac-
commodation by Al to staff
was withdrawn, the HC noted
that of 1,683 flats located in 106
buildings, 216 flats remain oc-
cupied. Upon disinvestment,
no right remained to continue
to occupy the residential ac-
commaodation, the HC said.
The HC also held that lea-
sehold rights in the housing
colony lands were transferred
to MIAL upon the disinvest-
mentof AirIndiaLtd.
Through advocates Mihir
Desai, Ashok Shetty, and Rita
Joshi, they argued the right to
retain their quarters was pen-
ding before the SC. Besides, Al
and the Centre suggested the

PPE Act would apply and MI-
AL or AAT cannot invoke evie-
tion action as the AAI Act doe-
sn't apply The staffers are fi-
om Al Air India Engineering
Services Ltd, and AT Airport
Services Ltd, The colony is
maintained by Air India Staff’
Colony Associations, which
the staffers said are in posses-
sion of the staff colonies ent-
rusted to them by AirIndia.

After hearing senior coun-
sel Vikram Nankani for MIAL
and Shilpa Kapil for AAT who
said the eviction order under
the law is justified, the HC dis-
missed the appeal. The HC sa-
id, “Noright in the housing co-
lonies’ lands or the housing
colonies remained with Air
India Ltd upon disinvestment
and no such right can be clai-
med by its employees.”

The HC also said procee-
dings pending before the SC
can't be a ground to stay the
eviction proceedings, especi-
ally when the apex court did
not interfere with the institu-
tion of eviction proceedings.
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‘Centre surpasses airport infrastructure
investment target by over 5,000 crore’

=]
Ruohit Vaid
Hew Dethi

The Centre has exceeded its
fove-year airport infrastroc-
ture investment target by
lDSprrccnttn??E-,Hﬂcmn:
in  capital  expenditure
agpinst  the  projected
191,637 crore during FY19-
20 to FY24-25, sources told
businessime.

The orignal target
(91,637 crore) was set un-
der the National Infrastrue-
ture Pipeline {NIF).

“This constunt opward
trend in capex demonstrates
that imvestments in the air-
port sector are progressing
in line with the targets, en-
suring world-class airportin-
frastructure  development
across the country,” sources
suid,

They said that the final
year of the NIP period, FY24-
25, recorded the highest-
ever annual capital expendit-
ure of 19 317 crore.

Besides, the data reviewed

WORLD-CLASS INFRA. The original target of ¥91,637 crore
was set under the Mational Infrastructure Pipaling en

by busimessline showed that
privatc and public-private
partnership  airport  de-
velopers contributed
167,978 crore to the total in-
vestment during the five-
vear period.

GROWTH PROSPECTS
“This substantial private sec-
tor involvement highlights
the aviation industry’s con-
fidence in India’s growth
prospects,” sources said.
Further, the Airports Au-
thority of India (AAD) during
the period under review,

achieved T2BR65 crore in
capital expenditure, repres-
enting nearly 30 per cent of
the total investment.

Financial analysis of the
deta revealed a consistent

l:'apcctnnr n annual
capital since
FY20(+-21. Notably, the trend
indicated a sustained mo-
mentum in airport develop-
ment projects.

On ¢ other hand,
spurces cited the aviation
sector's vilnerability to ex-
termal shocks during the as-
sessment period, including

the Covid-19 pandemic that
impacted the indostry dur-
ing the early years of the NIP
riod. “The ital ex-
E:ndinm: ME:E?::: trans-
lated into tangible improve-
ments in airport capacity,
passenger  experience, and
operational efficiency across
India’s mviation network,”
they said “New terminals,
runway cxpansions and tech-
nol u des have en-
hmn?:%'a FETE: country's
connectivicy.”

According to sources, the
achievement comes at a crit-
ical time when Indim's avi-
ation sector is riencl
renewed grnwthﬂrtrpi:mﬁ
following the pandemic-re-
lated dismuptions.

“The robust infrastruc-
ture foundation established
during the NIP period posi-
tions the country to capital-
ise on eme opportunit-
ics  im IE‘DMP: and
international aviation mar-
kets,” sources said. At
present, Indis has around
150 operational sirports.
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GMR Group firms look to tap
bond market for 25 billion

Two companies belonging to India's GMR Group
are set to tap the corporate bond market in the
coming days to raise an aggregate of T25 billion
($291.27 million), three sources aware of the
matter said. While GMR Airports Holdings co. is
looking to raise about %15 billion via three-year
bonds, Delhi International Airport (DIAL), a JV
between GMR Airports and the Airports
Authority of India, is also likely to raise 10
billion via sale of 15-year bonds, they said. reurens
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Air cargo ops in Rajkot soon?

Rajkot: Thelong-awaited car-
g0 operations at Rajkot Inter-
national Airport are likely to
take off in the first week of
Aug, offering a major boost to
the city’s thriving silver and
imitation jewellery industry
The development was dis-
cussed at the Airport Adviso-
ryv Committee meeting on Tu-
esday. Diganta Borah, direc-
tor of Rajkot International
Airport, told the committee

that the regional director of
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), Ahmed-
abad, is to inspect the airport
on July 18 to conduct security
vetting for cargo movement
via the passenger terminal.
Approval is expected by the
end of this month.

“This marks a crucial step
forward,” Borah said, “We ho-
pe that cargo services will be-
gin inearly August.” mn
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Involve pilots in AI probe
amid row on fuel switches

e preliminary repori of the probe inio the Alr India erash at

Ahmedahad Mxed the transitioning of the fuel switches o the “cut-

off"* position as the reason for the engines shutting down and caus-

Ing the airplane to come down. This led o conjectures way bayonad
that simphe statement of fact with experts welghing in on human inter-
wantion as the n‘r!lsI possible cause. But pilots do not agree that omne of their
km]d 1.'1‘1.1171.\-1ng both switches to “cu in a few seconds could be the onky
explanation.

For ane, while that concluskon s credible, the conjectures have bordened
o the incredible. And then again, the pilots have been et oul of the probe.
Their representatives not being glven even observer status is a resson why
It nppears the probe seems to hivve taken a divection leading aoway from
possible mechanical or electronic or software failure so that the maniufac-
turer Boelng cmerges unscathed. The fuller probe may not be &3 kKind iF the
Imvestigation is falr and not “fxed” in Bvour of the aviaton industry.

It = in the interest of fairness that expert pilots al=o be involved in the
probe, But whether that would be acceptable to the industry is in guestion
s the manufactuner, the airline and regulntory bodies seem content with

Ajrlines had been
warned in 2018 by
the US FAA that the
switches could be
moved between the
ftwo positions
without being lifted
when the locking
feature is
disengaged in some
Bosing 737s

how the indtial Mnd have taken the conpec-
tures on 4 L‘El‘llll'lﬁl:t _with the Airline Pllods’
Association of India (ALPA) stating. not with-
ot loghe, that the tone and directbon of the
it igathon suggesd & bias fowands plilot ermor.

Flying Is still safe enough for passenpgers o
sleap like babies at 25,000 feet and the statistical
chanee of belng inan alr crash s seill very long.
i Fact a million to oe. There showld De o meed
then for bias in favour of & cosseted aviation
manufhcturing industry where a duopoly is
dominated by Boeing and Alrbus, both with a
near equal crash recond when nidjusted for pum-
ber of ights, but both having been through sev-
eral image crises thanks o manoeuvees in the

boardroom as well as events in the cockpit

Tha speed with which airline regulators are acting now on getting air
carrkers o have the same fuel switches inspected in many Boeing models
Is 0 elear imtication that there are doubts sbout whether they can move
without being deliberately moved. In fact, airlines had been warned in 2018
by teir LS FAA that the switches conild be moved between the two positions
withonst being Lifbed wiven the locking feature is disengaged in some Boe ing
375 And most recently. the British regulator polnted o the same defect
Just weeks before the Air India erash,

If there |5 the slightest possibility that the switches could move betwoen
poaitions withoul human intervention, e §8 & need for the probe o be
very open about this. Investigators must dig deep to find out I the engines
ware cut off by any other kind of event than a pllot, accidentally or delib-
erately, cutting engines when the big aircraft was just taking off.

Pussenger safety trumps all other commercka) consbderations, whether
they pertain to aircraft of any make and carvier of any brand, What should
b= established In a fect-based inquiry ks why this Alr ldka did plane crash
and then it shoukd be conveyed publicly inorder to assune thatt safie-
ty 18 not being compromised in cost cutting or sheer complacency. But
casting aspersions on dead pilots will gt us nowhire.
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Pilots’ body wants ‘observer status’
in AAIB probes, cites global norms

FAIR PLAY. Independent representation is crucial for fair, well-rounded outcomes, it says

—
Rohit aid
Marm Dl

A leading adrline pilots’ agso-
clarion has gmr.gg: ‘observer

starus’ in the Alreraft Acel-
dent Investigation Bureau's
(AALR) investigations, ciring
global norms.

The request wus made
during a berween
the Abdine Pillors' Assocl-
atlon of India (ALPA-Indks)
and the Directorate General
of Clvil Aviation (DGCA) on
July 14 In New Delhi.

Accordingly, ALPA-India
said that independent palot
representation ln Investiga-
dons Is standard thoe in
several jurisdictions and is
crucial for ensuring fals,
well-rounded outcomes.

The DGCA responded by
asking the ploe body 1o sub-
mit supperting decumenta-
don from IFALPA (Interna-
vional Federathon of Alr Line
Pilots' Associations) and
other countries where such
provisions are
Institutionalised.

Besides, the DGCA has
directed the Chief Flight Op-
erations Inspector (CFOD) 1o
facilitate a meeting between
ALPA-Indin and AAIE 1o fue-
ther disouss the matter.

SEAFETY STANDARDS. DCCA has agreed to reform the
medical assessment process fior civil pilats, afigning it with
ICAD-recommended standards «

Meanwhile, ALPA-India
has confirmed char ir will
submit supporting interma-
thonal  documentation o
maake s case for observer

stams In AAlR
investigations.
REFORMING SYETEM

On other toplcs of concern,
DGCA agreed to reform the
medical assessment process
for civil pilots, aligning i
with  ICAO-recommended

srandards.  Currently, the
mandarory medical evalu-
ations of pilots are tethered
o military protocois.

=The pllot body has as-
gued that this practice Is in-
consistent with global clvil
aviathon standards.

Consequently, the regu-
tavor will form a committes
o prescribe revised medical
parameters for civil pilots in
lime with [CAQ standards,

Furthermore, ALPA-India

DGOCA has asked
the pilot body o
submit supporting
documentation
from international
federation, other
COUNrics

ed the problems of
Ea'eﬁ.l\' rest \'bflaunn.u duty
pxremsions beyond peru‘u:
red liendes, and the misuse of
gk leave,

Cin Irs part, the DGCA has
commirted o convening a
meeting betwesn ralors
and ies Flight Standspda Dir-
ectorate (FAD) for corrective
action.

‘RULE 57A"
In addition, ALPA-Indla m
formed :.‘n.a r*egulamr
wrongfu plh:uu
undu Ilu 674" l'm'
o les that are in f.il![
mmhe’irespdnglhurry.
The DGCA agreed o knixi-
are a review with s Direct-
orate of Training and Licens-
ing (DTL} to realign the
accountability  framework
and address unjust fines that,
I some cases, ran as high as
75000 for minor clerical

delays.
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India and Kuwait draw up new air service
pact, allow carriers to increase flights

.Ineuh Phadnis
Bumbai

India and Kuwait have re-

vised their air service

ment, enzbling carriers aﬂl‘-

both countries to increase
L5,

The move follows discus-
sions between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his
Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh
Ahmed Abdullabh Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah last December.

Until now, carners from
both countries were allowed
to deploy 12,000 seats per
week; now, this has been in-
creased to 18,000 sears per
week.

A memorandum of under-
standing was signed by Civl
Aviation Secretary Samir Ku-
mar Sinha and Sheikh Ho-
moud Mubarak Humoud Al-
Sabah, President of Kuwait’s
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, in Delhi on Tues-
day to revise the existing
agreement.

CAPACITY BOOST. Airfines from india and Kuwait operats
around 40 daily flights between the cowntries

Airlines from India and
Kuwait operate around 40
daily flights between the
countries. These include Air
India Express, Akasa Air, In-
diGo, Jazeera Airways and

ADDITIONAL FLIGHTS

Airlines from Kuwait are en-
titled to operate flights to
cight cities in India. Addi-
tionally, Kuwait requested

permission to operate flights
to Goa, Luckmow, Kannur
and other destinations but
India did not agree to its re-
quest for additional “points
of call™,

The air service agreement
between the countrics was
last revised in 2007, Kuwait
has been pressing for an in-
crease in seat entitlements
s it had exhaunsted the quota
because of which its airlines

had been unable to increase
flights to India.

Over a million Indians
reside in Kowsit, making
them the largest cxpatriate
community in the country.
Many of them are blue coflar
workers, and an increase in
flights will help in the lower-
ing of airfares.

SLOT AVAILABILITY
Indizn carriers will also be-
nefit from the availebility of
slots at Kuowait airport.
Kuwait also agreed to re-
move & conditton that re-
quired family visa holders to
travel on 1ts national carmi-
crs, it s leamnt.

“Interests of Indisn carri-
ers have been safeguarded,”
a source said.

Since early 2024, India re-
vised hilateral seat entitle-
ments with Thailand, the
UK, Uszbekistan, Vietnam
and Indonesia, enabling ad-
ditional flights. However, it
has been resisting requests
from West Asian countries
foranincrease in seats.
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Boeing doesn’t need to step in yet: IATA chief

Installation of cameras in cockpits could guide future investigations, savs William Walsh

DEEPAK PATEL
Neeww Diedhi, 16 Juby

There is no need for Boelng 1o take
immediate action following the Al171
preliminary crash report, and any
required modifications can be con-
sldered afterthe full investigation and
formal recommendations are issued,
said William M Walsh, director-gen-
eral of the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), on Wednesday,
while praising the Indian government
for releasing adetailed and timely pre-
liminary report.

Global airlines body LATA has over
350 carriers, spread across 120 coun-
tries, asits members. Walsh, duringa
media roundtable in Singapore, sup-
ported the idea of video recording
inside cockpits, noting that such foot-
age could prove immensely helpful
toaccldent investigators. Speaking
as a former pilot, he acknowl-
edged pilot resistance to
cockpit video sur-
veillance but said
maodern cockpit
isolation
demands
reconsider-

ation. "A video recording, in addition
to the voice recording, would greatly
assist the investigators,” he remarked,
calling it a strong argument.

The Al171 crash investigation has
now entered s second phase, as
global Evistian stakeholders continue
to track the case closely. The June 12
disaster claimed 241 lives onboard and
19 on the ground, after Boeing 787

crashed  shorly
after takeoff
from Ahme-
dabad. The
preliminary
report
released by
India’s Air-
craft Acci-
dent
Investiga-

R

€4 WE DO MEDICAL EXAMS
(ON PILOTS) EVERY SIX OR
12 MONTHS, AND PSYCH
SCREENING IS PART
OF THE SELECTION

Director Ceneral [ATA

tionBureau (AATR) on July 12 revealed
that both fuel control switches had
moved o the off” position seconds
afier liftoff, but did not explain why.
Onthe topic of pilot mental health,
Walsh emphasised that aviation
already includes psychological evalu-
ations during pilot selection. "Mental
health is a global issue, not unique to
pilots,” hesaid.
Referring tothe Germanwings tra-
gedy in 2015, he said the industry has
since taken additional steps and noust
continue improving. "We need to do
everything to enhance safety.” he
added. He was referring to the 2015
Germanwings Flight 9525 tragedy,
where co-pilot Andreas Lubitz delib-
erately crashed an Airbus A320 into
the French Alps, killing all 150 on
board — 144 passengers and six crew
members. Lubitz
had been treated for
suicidal tendencies
and was declared
unfit to fiy by his
doctor, but the pilot

PROCESSY withheld this
e information from
William M Walsh the aifline.

Walsh strongly

backed the Indian authorities for
releasing a detalled preliminary report
on schedule. "1 commend the Indian
government and the AAIB for the
release of the preliminary report. It
was more detailed than most people
were expecting. Mo formal recom-
mendations have been made to
Boeing or GE so far, and [ think it has
been propery handled,” he said.

Asked whether Boeing should pro-
actively modify its aircraft or compo-
nents in light of the findings, Walsh
cautioned against premature con-
clusions. "No, I don't think se. | think
what we'll do Is wait for the final
report. [ wouldn't speculate on what
will happen. It's important to allowthe
investigators to do a full and proper
job" he said.

Walsh's remarks align with the
positions taken by regulatorsinthe US
and UK, both of whom have seated
there is notachnical concern requiring
action on Boeing aircraft. The US Fed-
eral Aviation Administration and the
LK Civil Aviarion Anthority have ruled
out mandatory inspections, even as
India’s Directorate General of Civil
Aviation and South Korea's transport
ministry have ordered checks of fuel

control switcheson Boelng jets follow-
Ing the Alv71 preliminary report.

He noted that some airines have
Independently decided to inspect the
fuel cutoff switches, something he
called a sensible step. However, he
stressed that neither IATA nor regula-
tors have issued a mandate for action

On the topic of cockpit cameras,
Walsh reflected on how the cockpit
environment has changed post-9/11.
"When I started flying, the cockpit
door was open, and visitors could
come in. That transparency is gone
now. With the door locked. if's a more
isolated space. 1 understand pilots”
concerns, but given what we know, a
video recording could be a valuable
tool,” he said.

The sensitive topic of pilot mental
health was also addressed directly.
Walsh said psychological well-being
has always been a focus of pilot assess-
ments. “We do medical exams every
six or 12 months, and psychological
screening is part of the selection pro-
cess,” he said. Walsh concluded by
reiterating that aviation remains one
of the safest modes of transport and
that the industry should remain com-
mitted to transparency.
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Air India announces restoration of international flights with reduced frequency

AMAND SINGH
HEW DIELS

Air India on Monday an-
nounced ihe partial res-
toration of schedules that
were reduced pursuant to
iis ‘Salety Pause, taken lol-
lowing the tragic aceident of
ALIT1 in Gujarat’s Ahmed-
abad on June 12, in which
260 people had died.

The arline ina stalement
said "pause enabled Adr In-

dia to perform additional
precautionary checks on s
Boeing 787 aireraft as well
as accommoedating longer
Aying times arising from
girspare closures over Paki-
stan and the Middle East™,
“The partial resumpiion
will see restoration of some
requencies [rom August
1, relative to July, with Full
restoration planned from
Oetober L Annoumncing mnew
routes, the airdine said that

Eromm Ausgrust 1 1o30 Sepliam-
ber, Air India will operate
3x weelkly flights between
Ahmedabad and London
{Heathrow), replacing cur-

alrm aMDIa

rently vperatimg Sx weekly
Rights betwern Ahmed abad
and London (Gatwick).

It allso sadd that 8 wall ref-
state of Mights or increased

frequencies on Europe and
Far-east roules,

It said that for Europe,
Air India has reinstated
Dhelhi-Losedon {Heathrow),
two weekly flights previ-
ously curtailed, with all 24s
weekly flights operating
from July 16 onwards, while
the Dedhi-Zurich Increased
from dx weekly to Sx week-
Iv; effective Augnst 1

Similarly for Far-Eastl
routes, the aifine said that

[relhi-Tokvoe ( Haneda) has
been reinstated bwo weekly
flights previowsly curtailed,
with all Tx weekly flights
aperating from August 1on-
wards and one Delhi-Seoul
{Incheon) Oight has also
been reinstated bwo woeekly
flights previously curtailed,
with all 53x weekly [lights
from September 1 onwards.

The Air India alzo said
that for Europe, Bengalura-
London (Heathrow) Might

remains reduced from Tx
wierkly to 5x weekly, will
further reduce to 4x week-
Iy, effective Augusi 1 2025,
While Amritsar-Birming-
ham flight also remains
reduced from 3x weekly Lo
D wrekly until August 3l to
operate 3x weekly, effective
September L I also saad that
Delhi-Birmingham route
flight also remaing reduced
frorn 3x weekly 1o 2x weekly,
while Delli-Paris flight also

reduoed from 2x weekly (o
Tx weeldy, effective August
L It further stated that Del-
hi-Milan fight also remains
reduced from 4x weekly to
Ix weekly, effective July 16,
while Delhi-Copenhagen
flight too remains reduced
firomn 5x weeldy to 3x weel-
Iy and Delhi-Aomstendam
remains reduced from Tx
weekly to 5x weekly, to re-
sume Tx weekly, ellective
Angus] 1,
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Air India, Global
Carriers Confirm
Boeing 787 Fuel
Switches are Safe

New Delhi: Alr India did not find de-
fects with the fuel control switches an
its Bosing 787 feet, after completing
safely cheelts on thelr loekdng mecha-
nisin, & senior airline offickal sakd on
Wadnesday
“Ower the weekend, oir englneering
e indtiated precautionary imspec
tinns on the locking mechanism off el
comtrol switeh on all our Boeing TH7 air
craft. The inspections have been com-
peted and no issues were foumd,” Abhbe
whek Durga Dethan, chied pilot of Air
Inifia's Hoaing THT fleat, sadd inaletterto
pibots of the Tats Group-owned aidine.
Across the world, Singapors Alrdines,
Lufthansa, Korean Air and
Etiksad Airamysalsosaid that

It isnot yet known whether
similar checks on the Boeing 737 jets
operated by Alr India Express also did
notfindany concern.

ET reported in its July 15 edition cit-
Iz Ade Inedka official that the alrline
hawd started checks on the fusl control
gwitches (FCS) on Saturday and com-
pleted them on half’ of itz Boeing fleet
50 far The checks heven't identified
any defiets, the offickl said.

“All our Bosing 7878 aircraft have al-
soundergone Throttle Control Module
(TCM) replacement a2 per the Boeing
maintenance schedule. The FCSis part
of thismodule,” the airline added.

AirIndia further directed its relevant
stafl to remalin vigilant and repart any
defect in the technical log, as per the ex-
isting reporting process.
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India, Kuwait Agree to Raise Flight Seats by 50%

Weekly capacity raised to 18,000, likely lowering airfares and aiding Indian workers in Kuwait

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi; India has signed a
new airagreement with Kuwait
that allows for a 50% increase in
the number of seats operated by
thecarriers of both countries to
18,000 per week, a development
that is expected to bring down
airfares and benefit thousands of
Indian citizens working in the
West Asian country,

The move comes in response boa
long-standing demand to allow
An inerease in seats as airlines of
both sides had exhausted their
quota, leading toa sharp increase
inalrfares The permibied capa-
citvwas last raised 18 vears ago,
when the weekly entitlements of
cach side were Increased Lo l2,000
sedts from 8,520 seats, said people
familiar with the matter

Aspartol the agreement - slg-
ned in Delhion Tuesday between
the delegations of the two countri-
£, led by civil aviation secretary

Samir Kumar Sinha and Sheikh
Hamoud Al-Muobarak, president
of Kuwait's Mirectorate General
of Civil Aviatlon, respectively -
Indianairines will get priority on
landing and parking slots at
Kuwait's airports. The issue of
enhanced air connectivity was
discussed during Prime Minister
MNaremdra Modi's visit to Kuwait
in December 2024, said the people.
Indian and Kuwaiti carriers

sich as Alr India Express, Akasa
Adr, Ind1Go, Jaeeera Alrways and
Kuwait Alrways operate nearly 40
Mights daily between the two
countries Kuwait Airways, with
54 Mights per weel, and LndiGo,
with 36 weakly flights, are the two
largest carriers from the two
sides. Demand has increased
substantially over time as Kuwait
has attracted a large number of
Inlian workers.

Wings Unlocked

Mowe Tollows a long-standing call
{0 raise seal capacity as exhausbed
nuortas caused sharp airfare increases
The kst capacity increase  Nearly
a5 18 years agn, from 40 daity
8,320 to 12,000
v:ﬁw:emseach CpErHE
C 120 e between India
a
\'\ \h W | otk
multiple carriers

a5 Muwait attracts many
Indian workers, par- m
ticularly from Merala  #

IndiGo Plane makes
Emergency Landing
MUMBAI A Goa-bound [ndi-
Goflight from Delhi made an
emergency landing here af-
ter it was diverted to the city
due to a mid-air engine fail-
ure, according (o a source.
The flight, operated with an
Alrbus A320neo, made an
emergency landing at 8.52
pm, the source said. “Full
emergency declared for In-
diGzo flight 6E-6271, operat-
ing on Delhi-Goa rotite after
it was diverted to Mumbal
due to 1 engine failure,” the
source said. —PTIL

“Theshortage leads to exorhitant
prices, This type of new agree
ment will significantly benefit the
population,” said Raja Sethunath,
councll chalr, Assocham.
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LACKOF CLARITY STOKES RASHOMON EFFECT

Al crash: AAIB report holds back
key details, raises more questions

SLIKALP SHARMA
EAMILSAS]
Hires Dielhi, by 14

& PRELIMINARY |IHYESTIGA-
THOM report into an aireraft
acchdent s generally just that-an
initial status report that details
the dreumistanees of the crash
and presents bare facts known
in the eardy stage of the probe.

'|'|1'rs!s.r||.1ir_|.|l.-\r 15 page pre
lminary report on the Al 171
crshgoesbeyond the mamdate
by giving some additonal
details, bt selec hn-l}- Without
the proper context, necessary
elabaration, and dsdosure of
related infommation, ithas lent
itselftoa great deal of ambigu -
ity by theway detailshave been
worded lln:-.ulfll'u.i.nﬁiyl thems
seem to be more guestions
than answere, and the level of
speculation on the causes
which was expected to moder-
ate atter the report's release
has only gone several notches
hi pher.Asoneexpert put it the
report says a lot, but mveals lit
the, and fuds confusion

Thiere has been no serious
attesapt on the part of the Air-
craft Accdent Investigation
Bureau (Al Bjbefore or afterthe
report o clanfyon genuine and
technd al questions being ralsed

Thera has been no serious attempt on part of the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureaw (AAIE)

before or alter the repart to clarify on genuine and technical questions being rased by experts

|:l:f' l."lPEﬂ 5 -IIIIJ. =1 rj-‘ll}ll |J1I:" E"I'I.'
dent paps. Ever smce the crash
ocoourred, offidal informathon
on the imestigation’s progress
has been scance, leading to wild
speculation on social mediaand
evennews medis, The civil avia-
tion e stry b sofar held just
one briefing on the accident
wivere o fuiest ons were Laken
In the absence of a regular
Mow of afficial information, an
information vacuum has been
creabed, which is belng filled by
witd speculation, misinforma
tion,and even fake news Addto

that an abstruse indtial probe
All this sleading toa lot of con

jectureand largedy uninformed
finger-pointing. The dead
pilots, Alr India, Boelng, GE;
pick yourtarget.All this stolesa
kind of Racshomon effect—the
same data and events beang
interpreted in multiple differ

enlways, Li.-r.u.-nlimg on who iy
reviewing it.

No time stamyp

The one statement captured as
a paraphrased exchange
et wern the plots has besn pre-

serted withoutfull comtext, and
without timestamps does beg
the guestion: was it ralevant to
put st this one fine oot nstead
of the full tansaipt? From the
onckpit voice recornder (CVR]
data, the report states that one
ofthe pllotsasked theot herwhy
T ot off the fuel, towhidh the
:lthrrindul req'mm.i.-ﬂ =Y Khr.-
did not Butwhat wassaid before
ancl after that s conspicumes by
itz absence in thereport

What does this exchange
point to? Was it a caseof pilot
ation—inadvertent or del [ber-

ate! Or does i tshow confusionin
the coclgit over how and why
the fuel smupply to engines was
out off? The selective useof this
brief cxx hange has kopt experts,
industrywatchers, and the pob-
B at barppe guiesshng.

The CYRisextremly soumd
sefisithve aind generallypicks g
oven the slightest amount of
voise, like the drop ol a pilot's
pen to the cabin floor, So, it =
highly probabie that any man-
Al fuel swiich operation winlcl
haebeen recorded bythe CVE

Then t here isuseof theterm
“mansitioned” to describe the
RUIN to CUT OFF. The m=port
nowhere  states  that the
swit ches were pliysically meeed
Yot just the wayitiswiithen and
structueed, and the vse of selec-
tive, charmy-picked information
has many belisving that It
imphicitiy pomntsa finger at the
pllots, who am not here to
detend themsehves. Theresalso
notimestamp mentioned So, it
is not dear at what stage of the
30-odd-second flight did that
Enha.ngr actually take |:I|.1I.'E'_
which is critical information
mquired to pisce together the
chmnologyof eventsleading up
o the worst aviatlon disaster
imvolving an Indian airline in
four decades.
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Al restores flights
on several routes

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBEAI
—

After observing a safety pause
for almost a month, Air India
announced a partial restora-
tion of schedules on several
routes. Whileonlv a few ofthe
curtailed routes have been
completely restored, most of
them will be reinstated in a
phased manner from October.

Following the tragic crash
of Air Indids AIH71 in
Ahmedabad on June 12 that
killed 260 people, the airline
faced severe shortage of air-
craft due to the mandatory
safety checks of its wide-body
fleet ordered by the Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), voluntary inspection
of its narmow-body fleet and
the airspace restrictions inthe
Middle-East. On June 18, it
announced reducing its inter-
national services onwidebody
aircraft by 15 per cent and
later also suspended six inter-
national routes and reduced
frequencies on 32 interna-
tional and domeste routes till
July 15,

As Air India nears the
announced timeframe of July
30 for curtailment, it

announced partial restoration
of its services on multiple sec-
tors on Tuesday. The partial
resumption will see restora-
tion of some frequencies from
Angust 1, with full restoration
planned from October 1. The
airline announced replace-
ment of Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick service, which was
operated five times 2 week,
with a new Ahmedabad-
London Heathrow route,
which will operate three
times a week from August 1 to
September 30,

Afr India completely rein-
stated or increased fre-
quencies on two routes to
Europe. Thisincluded Delhi to
London Heathrow route rein-
stated with two weekly flights
which were previously cur
tailed with all 24 flights in the
week to operate from July 16
The flights on the Delhi-
Zurich route will also be
increased from four flights a
week to five flights a week
from August L In Far-East, the
daily flights from Delhi to
Tolyo (Haneda) will be oper-
ated from August 1 and Delhi-
Seoul (Inchecn) will be oper-
ated with five flights a week
from September L.
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Stranded UK. fighter jet likely
to be moved out next week

The Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAPLRAM

The maintenance work on
the grounded F-350 fighter
Jet of the Roval Air Force,
United Kingdom, has en-
tered the final stages in
Kerala.

The jet made an emoer-
gency landing at the Thiru-
vananthapuram  intermna-
tional airport on June 14
fullowing technical glitch-
5. AN expert team of engi-
neers from the LK. started
attending to the jet from ju-
v 6. They have refuelled
the aircraft w inspect its
operational efficiency.

Though the UK. author
ities have not officially
communicated the status
of the maintenance work

The F-358 fighter pet made an emergency landing at the
Thiruvananthapuram sirport on June 14, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and its likely departure, it
is expected that the aircraft
can be taken back to its
base station in the fourth
week of July,

The aircraft requires the
clearance of the Ministry of
External Affairs and the Mi-
nistry of Defence to fly
back to the LK.

The prounding of the
afreraft set off a furry of
memes on soctal media,
with a post by the Kerala
Tourism Department going
viral. It said: ‘Kerala is a
destination that you will
never  want o leave)
against the background of
a picture of the jet.



AIF-':PUH 'SAUT HCIH‘IT‘!’ I'JF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHIT L7 ALY 2825

DELHI-GOA FLIGHT
LANDS IN MUMBAI
AFTER ENGINE FAULT

Meha LM Tripathi
letterstmdestantimes.com

MEW DELHI: An IndiGo fight
from Delhi to Goa made an emer-
gency Innding in Mumbai on
Wednesday night afirt experionc-
ing an engine issue mid-air.
Mumbai airport alficials said.

Flight 6E 6271 an Airbus
AdNneo, safely landed at 953pm
15T with 19 people on board.

The aircraft was flying from
Indirn Gandhi International Adr-
port to Goa when the incident
ooourred &t 9. 27pm, about 100
mautical miles north of Bhubones-
war, ofticinls said.

“The pilot declared "PAN PAN
PAN due to 8 malfunction in
engine number 1" said one air-
part official, speaking on comndi-

contimued on 315

EMERGENCY LANDING

tion of anonymity. PAN PAN PAN
isan urgent message indicatinga
non-life-threatening emergency.

The flight crew requested a
diversion to Mumbai at 9.32pm.
Ambulances and fire tenders
were placed on standby and fol-
lowed the aircraft to the bay as
per standard operating proce-
dures, a second official said.

IndiGo described the incident
as a technical glitch.

“A technical snag was
detected on flight 6E 6271 whilst
flying from Delhi to Manohar
International Airport, Goa on 16
July 2025. Following procedures,

the aircraft was diverted and
landed in Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport,
Mumbai,” an IndiGo spokesper-
son said.
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Pilots’ body asks DGCA
for representation in
Al-171 tragedy probe

HT Correpsondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After protesting the
preliminary report of the Al-171
crash, the Airline Pilots’ Associa-
tion of India (ALPA-India) has
met the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and raised
the issue of lack of independent
pilot representation in safety
investigation.

The pilot body in the meeting
on Monday requested the avia-
tion regulator to grant them “at
least an observer status” in AAIB
investigation, citing global
norms of pilot association
involvement.

While the preliminary report,
released on Saturday, did not
make any immediate recom-
mendation to Boeing or engine
maker GE, it stated that the fuel
control switches were in the
“CUT OFF" position, hinting at
possible human error though it
did not mention a cause for the
crash that claimed 260 lives.

“The DGCA had asked ALPA-
to submit documentary evidence
from International Federation of
Air Line Pilots” Associations
(IFALPA ) and other jurisdictions
where pilot associations are for-
mally included,” a statement
from ALPA read.

“The DGCA directed the CFOI
(chief flight operations inspec-
tor) to facilitate a meeting
between ALPA-I and AAIB.
ALPA-India confirmed it will
submit supporting international
documentation,” the statement
further stated.

The body also discussed that
the DGCA probes do not have
independent pilot representa-
tions and made a case to be a
permanent invitee for all investi-

Mumbai-Dubai
flight delayed due

totechnical glitch
NEW DELHI : An Emirates
flight from Mumbai to
Dubai took off nearly
three hours after its
scheduled departure on
Wednesday upon detec-
tion of a technical glitch.
Flight EK 505, a Boeing
777 aircraft, was sched-
uled to departat 10.15am.
As per Flightradar24, the
flight took off at1.04pm.
An Emirates spokes-
person said: “Emirates
flight EK505 from Bom-
bay to Dubai on 16th July
2025 was delayed due to
additional technical
checks. After a thorough
check, the flight departed
two and a half hours later
to Dubai, landing without
incident at14:03..."

gation boards concerning pilots.
“Time-bound investigations
since pilots are often de-rostered
without due process or expe-
dited reinstatement mechanisms
when exonerated. ALPA-India
requested participation in future
stakeholder meetings to improve
engagement with all stakehold-
ers and improve flight safety and
optimisation,” it stated.

Other issues discussed
included medical assessments,
flight duty time limitations,
enforcement of eGCA rules. The
aim, ALPA-India said, was to
align Indian civil aviation regula-
tions with international stan-
dards and improve the welfare
and safety of pilots.

17 JULY 2025
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ONDECEMBER 12, 2024, FLIGHT BY SAME PLANE WAS CANCELLED DUE TO ELECTRIC FAILURE

Under scanner: Tech snag hours before crash,
if switch can cut off without pilot command

Flight data analysis to focus on ‘trail
of errors’ as noted in technical logs

ADITI RAJA
VADDOARA, JULY 16

INVESTICATDRS FROBING the
Juie 12 Air Irelia plare crashae
closely studying snags that
cropped upin the dectncal and
soltware components of
the awcraft which could
possitly  have  iniggered
“un-communded” actiones,
“The probe will ascertain
the possibiity of an
“un-commanded transition’ of
the [l contm] swatches (othe

cut-ofl mode seconds after the
lift-0f, " an afficial ;aare of the
Investigation told The Indian
F,qwn_:qlhrmgannnyrmw

On June 12, the arcrall
crshed leag than aminu e dter
Lk e=0fL Killing 260 prople, in-
clafing 241 on boand.

Ini facx, pust hours befone
take-off from Ahmedabad 10
London Garwack an June 12,4
pilot ying the same aircralt
froen Dtk o Ahmedabad noved
in the technical log a Stabilizer
Pesition Transducer Defect, the
official safd

Al 171 crashed shorthy after 2 ke-off from Ahmedabad on
June 12, killing 241 on hoard, 19 on ground

The Stabilizer Position
Teansd ucer i< essentially 2 sensor
that corerols aircraflt pich — the

up ard down movenenl of the
nose— and ranamios the datain
decticalsigrals tothe Bightcon-

ol system o ensure that
responses 0 pilol input ae ac-
ek, The official said the mal-
finction Wi checked and the
mginees did the rouble shoot-
ing.as per Boeng procedur:

"The malfunction s acritical
rsLE as it can g Rer Incomea
mesponses in fight control, -
duding unintended el cut-of
signal,” the official said, But he
atded, *The Sabilizer Posstion
Transducer malkemction did not
cause this crash, bur the ques-
i {5 wiether i led to muln-
plesersor Gilure"

Afew weeks before, there
wereatlead twomoreincidents,
one of slectrical snags in the

CONTINUEDON PAGE2

» Under scanner: Tech snag hours before crash

awrraft that ked to flight ¢ ancel-
lation and anothe r refating to
[dlse buel system waming flash-
ing o the screen of the aircrall
The official said the Mzht data
aralyss woudld focuson the il
ol ermrs” as noted in technecal
logs mascertain the healthof ihe
electric and solbware compo-
nents ol the o rerad,

Serording tohim the ainoall
had previesidy experienosd i
mier snaf s induding a Might
ancelationd e man " urresole
able clectnic snig” m December
224 andd an emergenay landing
in 2015 due to Cabin Al
Compressor (CAC) surge, 4
known mal lmction on Boeing
T87-8 Dyeamliner. “0On
December 12, MU 4, incidentally,
thesame AR 171 scheduled Right
ram Ahmedabad o Garwick
could ot tade off as it experi-
encrd § massve iechnics Snag
thatted Airindiato abort board
ing. The imsue wis an elecmcal
laifure that had been indicated
in the incoming Might from
Dl The Mighe took alf the next
iy on Decemnber 13 after theis
e was resohved. Aday prior i
hadl made a round trigs betwaen
Delhe and Zuirich, and no snags
were reported, " he said.

The nvestigalors would
doetveinto e hisiony of bechni-
cal Gult' or malfuncoon in the
s of thee abrezalt's Tk, the of
Fiewad saud

Ot July 12 a preliminary re
part by the Aireraft Aceident
Inwestigation Bureau (AAIR ) an
olfice attached o the Minkszry of
Crih Awianion, had broughr much
attention toa cockpit exchanpe
Ietwreen the two i loksol theill
fated Boetng Dreambiner 787 -8
over the “transition” of the Tuel
coribrod switches that allow and
cut fuel to the plane's engines
“In the cockpit wice moarding,
ore of the pilots s heard asking

thie ot her wity dad e cut-off The
other pilot responided that he &d
not do so0.” the report samd,
without iderifying the pilots o
any other pan of the converss-
tiorn.

Dueries s o the Direcii
General of AAIB, Directoniie
Ceneral of Chvil Aviation and Alr
Iredia, dlad ot elacin 4 reiponse.

The olficial also saidthat the
Engane Iadieanon and Coew
Alerting System (ERCAS) of the
awcraf in some flights preced-
ing the fine 12 Ahmedabad
Catwick flight had displayed
Srme systemwamings

O an [east twio DECAshons in
the proceding tiree weds tech:
nical Jogs have recomded wain-
ings, mekiding a foel sysem
mlfunction that later turned
ol 1o b a Enlse atarm, the o ff.
cidl s

“The Al=17] palots had eer-
[ormed thefunctions of Eke-o.
consstent with the protsmnly,
rithi from d pal led back vole 1o
thie Rap handle ssembly, thrust
levers & seen in the wiechage..
the aircralt Gfted off o iitiate
II'lr'L'Iuhli.ill:_flr.u'!l.mg Wi ﬂ_‘m!
whan the sensors switdhed to
theal’ mode, Whether elecmic
Falure or software bug led wun-
commanded oot ions and fe-
sulied i an engine biforewitkin
seconds carsig a loud hang, de-
ployment of the RAT and the
rransigianol the fuel swatches in
cut-all mode.. given the sensor
snag reporied in the prior Bight,
wecannotoverlookthe possibil
ity of a wwstem error that nsalied
in i wenexplained ransiton”
the oiffical said

“The probe IS on o ascertan
i the swiitch locks were disen-
paged due o ananormalyarif the
FADECS [Full Authoriny D gl
Emgine Cantrid) Enpne Contm |
Unit { the brasn of the arcralt)
mulfunctioned as the micro-

processor coukd have miginter-
preted te comimands aihd initi-
ated uncontmlled adions" he
saidl

Thee Flight Data Rescorder, ac-
cording to officials. caplures
electncal sgnals and not ployst-
cal poston of the pearinside due
Might. "t does not give amy pic-
rire of where the controls wene
positioned, but only captures
whial the sensors and back sys-
terns el " the official said.

“Usally, FADEC will attempt
auta relight buit it cannot do o
witheong fiiel suprply.. So, recond
shaowes that the pilots desperaiely
attempted v cycle the fuel
switch back to the run mode
even as RAT began generating
pever. s watdone reamempl
refighting and thrust recovery.
Unfominatety, witth nosafealii-
tusde available. i could not be
achleved.., We have not come
acmoss amy alarming of adverse
medical Eport macernng any
of the two pilats,” the ofTscial
waid.

The Indian Express has e
portedearior how il the ainraft
had achieved an elevation of
3,600-4.900 feer, It could have
made a safe Mayday landing
withithe power generted by the
RAT. Intivis case, the AT had
pained an altitude of only 625
fieet

Thie probe agency Is d=o oo
reborating the sequence of
events withthe statement of the
lone witness (n the case -
Visaashkumar Raenesh the sor
viving passenger an Seat 114
who described the 40-5econd
flight as hawving been “stalled
nght ater take-off lollowmg a
loud bang”, "Thckering greenand
white cibin lighes nrmn g on®
and a feeling of the pihas “giving
race” o attempt thrust befoe
the plane crashed on to the
aroenid



AIRF"JH 'S AUT HCJFH TY L')F iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 17 JULY 2025

RASHOMON EFFECT

Derermactiomal maiker data ol T90I5T

AAIB report teases some info,
holds back key details & opens
scope for 1nterpretat10ns

SUKALPSHARMA
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI,JULY 16

APRELIMINARY investigationre-
portinto an aircraft accident is
generally just that: an initial sta-
tus report that details the circum-
stances of thecrashand presents
bare facts known in the early
stage of the probe. This particul ar
15-page preliminary report on
the Al 171 crash goes beyond the
mandate by giving some addi-
tional details, but selectively.
Without the proper context, nec-
essaryelaboration,anddisdosure
of related information, it haslent
itself to a great deal of ambiguity
by the way details have been
worded. Unsurprisingly, there
seem to be more questions than
answers, and the level of specu-
lation on the causes of the acci-
dent —which was expected to
moderate after the report's re-
lease — has only gone several
notches higher. Asone expert put
it: the report says alot, but reveals
little, and fuels confusion.

No attempts to explain
£aps

There has been no seriousat-
tempt on the part of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB)before or after the report —
uploaded on the AAIB website in
the middle of the night — to clar-
ifyongenuine and technical ques-
tions being raised by experts and
explainthe evident gapsininfor-
mation that the report contains,
Ever since the aash ocairred, of-
ficial information on the investi-
gation's progress hasbeenscaice,
leading towild speculationon so-
cialmedia and even news media.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation
{MoCA) has so far held justone
briefingonthe accident —onjune
14, two days after the crash —
where no questions were taken.
Prior to the release of the official
preliminary report, there were
justafew press releases on the sta-
tus of the probe, with no realin-
formationon the findings.

Inthe absence of a regular flow
of official information, an infor-

$The IndianEXPRESS

Wreckage of the Air India plane thatcrashed nnjune 12in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

mationvacuum has been created,
whichis being filled by wild spec-
ulation, misinformation, and even
fake news. Add tothat an abstruse
initial probe. Allthisisleadingtoa
lotof conjecture and largely unin-
formed finger-pointing. The dead
pilats, AirIndia, Boeing, GE; pick
your target. All this stokes a kind
of Rashomon effect — the same
data and events being interpreted
in multiple different ways, de-
pending on whois reviewingit

Selective CVR

disclosure

The one statement captured
as a paraphrased exchange be-
tween the pilots has been pre-
sented without full context, ina
paraphrased manner, and with-
out timestamps does beg the
question: was it relevant to put
just this one line out, instead of
the full transcript, which the in-
vestigators surely have in their
possession? From the cockpit
voicerecorder{ CVR) data, there-
port states that one of the pilots
asked theotherwhy hecut off the
fuel, to which the other pilot re-
sponded saying he did not. But
what was said before and after
thatisconspicuous by its absence
inthereport.

What does this exchange
pointto? Was it acaseof pilotac-
tion —inadvertent or deliberate?
Or does it show confusion in the
cockpit over how and whythe fuel
supply toengines was cut off ? The
selective use ofthis brief exchange
has kept experts, industry watch-
ers, and the public at large guess-
ing with many drawing whatever

Thu, 17 July 2025

Express file

conclusion they deem fit; what-
ever they might wantto believe.

The CVR 15 extremely sound-
sensitive and generally picks up
even the slightest amount of
noise, like the dropof apilot's pen
to the cabin floor, eveninthe high-
ambient-noise environment in
the cockpit during take-off. So, it
is highly probable that any man-
ual fuel switch operation would
have been recorded by the CVR,
given that it's a spring-loaded
switch that makes a distinct
metallic click sound when it is
pulled upand moved between its
two modes — RUN and CUTOFE,
multiple people aware of these
operations have said,

Then, of murse, there s use of
the term “transitioned” to de-
seribe the RUNto CUT OFF change,
whidh further adds to the ambi-
guity. The report nowhere states
that the switches were physically
moved. Yet, just the wayit is writ-
tenand structured, and the use of
selective, cherry-picked informa-
tion has many believing thatitim-
plicitly points a finger at the pilots,
whoarenot here to defend them-
selves, Thereis also no time stamp
mentioned on the brief exchange
between the pilots quoted in the
report. So, it is not clear at what
stage of the 30-odd-second flight
did that exchange actually take
place, whichis aitical information
required to piece together the
chronology of events leading up
tothe worst aviation disaster in-
volving an Indian airline in four
decades.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77 @
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Will new rules for
aircraft make the
flight smoother?

BY DAAMNISH ANAND
The civill imvintion minstry has proposed the doit indinn Arcmit Hokes

2305 Thee new roleswoold event nally replace twd British e lovs

and ali

with Intermstional Civil Avistion O

niztion s, What do

the mies sy, and-why are these importan ! Aot breules it down,

Why do these new

rubes matter?
Tt Dnsalian Abrcraft Mules, 2S5,
e mn efTort o update rubes o e
v Latfast sector T new riles
westi kel riplace two Hirtlsh e lnws
—thar abreralt eudes of IR0 apd
19T, Thee Blasties Telephone
Cpreraton (Restricted) Cenificane
nd Licemee Rules, 3025, will alwo
b ritpilaes]. The ew rules alisen
with these of ihe Intentional
Chvil Aviation Organbention A
refresdy bs e len] 2 bnalia's
mlation marhet is expamiing
rapcdly —if ks thie Largest doowsgic
mmatkiet wfler s US aned Clabag.
Inadian wirlines have hig plans, with
wer LS00 abreradt on order. The
ruibes coul] b Bt the
cutiflidimee forelgn hssors

Any rules around

aviation safety?
The proposed rdes talk abaoin
enhanesd fovus onsafeny
e systems for wll
entitles The INrecieate General
of Civil Avintion will estalilish wn
etbanced mandatory salisty
regusting systemn o Dcllitade
enllectlon of safity duta anid safimy
informstlon on actiud ar potential
safety, The dmft Lws hove slso
Included Tatirue mansgemien’
s separalie sectlon. In the
British-era lows, this was missing.
Fatlgue mansgement wondid b
opjabicalale tothe crew, pdlots aml
e tralfie contrllers.

Lradia
CAPA Iulla, by 20050 Dol will requine at
Nt DB OOCN pione puibesis. Experts
redanbing males for student piloes will e a
wiln-wie situeat boa far all seadiehobliors
Pulibie and indsstry stalodholders now
Noswe CAE 14 Anrgrest o responad do tue deafi,
Tollpwing which the rules sre set 1o be
it through o guectte notileation

What are the reforms

proposed in the drafit?
Thie it propeses roforms scnss.
bt Tensieee. alrwortbuoness oo
tradning. safiery and ;versighn.
Earfier, it was mandaioery for a pilo
tix v & sacience backgrownd in
lalgehi bl with mathe maties aned
lasiics s sehjects. In the progwesal,
srulesswitls ars and commisroe
heiggrers i abo o Bor 2 stoidem
jpullint’s lieemee. Ay ons with a Cliss
10 quialifeeation coan apgdy for this
llgeinine amil o parbente pilots lesmes
Tow abrpilanses anif hellcogters.
Currently, i b essential 1o have a
1002 ppuanlifieation. The rukes albso
e i inake I easker o aitain s
cormercial pllots leenos mmd
alrline troispart jalbol leenee with
scwisaling umll Class 12

How will easler licensing
ruies heip?
s b shertage of piois. As per

What are the current

Fatigue rules?
For pillots, the duty liours ane
enrrently 5 hatirs maxinnom pus
ey, Vncluaclings g 0o 6 Baars o
Mying, while for culsn orew
mamhers, e mundate is 12 hoors
ool et idadby monid 8 hesers ol rest
wierhly. The drafi mles now
s 1o incresss plbels weelkdy
ressit oo 345t -H8 Taoirs aned
reduce night Mylng from |
Nevembier, The alrfines have
sl masre time for
I et om s it woseld lesd o
Inrreased oosl. Nonethelss, thiy
luave started to bagslerent some
ruiles kna pluesed monber.
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Al finds no issues with

B787 fuel switch safety

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: Air India on
Wednesday completed the
inspection of the locking
mechanism of fuel control
switches in its Boeing 787
planes and did not find any
ssies, aﬂ:urdirlg to an alr-
line official

On Monday, aviation
watchdog DGCA directed
airlines to inspect the fuel
switch locking system in
their Boeing 787 and 737
planes against the backdrop
of AAIRS preliminary report
stating that fuel switches
were cut off before the Air
India plane crash that killed
260 people last month,

“Over the weekend, our
Engineering team initisted
precautionary inspections
oi the locking mecha-
nism of Fuel Contral Switch
(FCS) on all our Boeing 787
aircraft. The inspections
have been completed and no
isstes were [ound,” the offi-
clal said, quoting an internal
message sent o Afr India
pilots.

The official also sald that
all the Boeing 787-8 aircraft
have undergone Throttle
Control Module (TCM)
replacement as per the Boe-
ing maintenance schedule.
FCS is part of this module.

FCS regulate the flow of
fuel into the aircraft engines.
In its preliminary report
on the Boeing 787-8 crash
released on Saturday, the
Alreraft Aceident Investiga-
tion Burean ( AAIB) said the
fuel supply 1o both engines
of the plane was cut off
within a gap of one second,
causing confusion in the
cockpit soon after take off.

A 15-page prelimi-
nary investigation report

-
*

The official alse said that all the Bosing 787-8 aircraft have undergone

Threttle Control Module (TCM) replocement i

Al Express Boeing 737 plane
faces tech issue

MUMBAIL: An Air India Express Boeing plane faced a techni-
cal tssue at Lucknow airport on “ﬁ:dn:sd;:y mormni fu”mving
which the flight from the dty to Dubad was :ﬂncmacmrdl:ng
to a source. The Il.'tgjl'l IX 193 was to be upl.'ﬂltd witha Boetng
737 MAX arrcraft. The source said the LucknOw-Dubai fight was
cancelled due to a technical issue with the aircraft, and over 155
people were to take the IIighL There was no official statement
from Adr India Express. The Hight is rescheduled for around the

same thrme on Thursday.

AGENCIES

into the Air India plane
crash revealed fuel-control
switches of the two engines
moved from the “run” o the
“cutoff ™ position, within the
space of one second, leading

to immediate loss of altitude.

“In the cockpit voice
recording, one of the pilots
1% heard asking the other
why did he cut off? The
other pilot responded that

he did not do s0" the report
said.

AAIB, which mentioned
FAAS SAIB in the report,
did not suggest any recom-
mended action. The air-
line has also asked pilots to
remain vigilant and report
any delect in the techni-
cal log, as per the existin
reporting process, the affi-
clal added.
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‘Electrical malfunction could have led to
fuel switch cut off before Al plane crash’

While the initial l'epm't does not provide any conclusions

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: An electrical
malfunction could have led
to the fuel switches moving
to the cut off position with-
ot the pilots knowing about it
before Air Indias Boe-
tng 787-8 plane crashed last
maonth, aviation expert Cap-
tain (Retd) Ehsan Khalid said
on Wednesday.

On Suurday, the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AATR), in its prelimi-
nary report on the Adr Indias
Boeing 787-8 accident that
killed 260 people on June 12,
said the fuel switches to the
&1 s of the aircraft were cut
off within a gap of 1 second
tmmediately after takeoff and
caused confusion in the cockpit
before the plane crashed into a
building.

While the initial report
does not provide any conclu-
stons, there are speculations in
cerfain quarters that a possible
pilot error could be a reason for
the crash,

In an interview o news

agency, Khalid, an Air Force

veteran, also said the entire
cockpit vaice recording could
have been made public by the
AAIB and if that was released,
“these speculations or insinua-
toms or smear campaign would
nof have been there becanse
a pilot, as a communily, feels

that t]'u::}' are the goalkeeper of

flight safety”

He also said the AAIB
report has given rise to more
speculations, which were not
there before.

Citing cockpil voice record-
ing, the 15-page preliminary
report said one pilot asked why

Key Points

Gri'lgmdcplr voice record-
ing, the 15-page preliminary
report said one pilot asked
whiy the switch was aut off,
and the other pilot respond-
ed that he did not do so

» Aceording to Khalid, an elec-

trical malfunction could alsa
have resulted in the aircraft's
fuel switches being ant off
soon after takeoff

the switch was cut off, and the
other pilot responded that
he did not do so. The AT 171
flight, operated with the Boe-
ing 7H7-8 aircraft, was flying
from Ahmedabad o London
Gatwicle

According to Khalid, an
electrical malfunction could
also have resulted in the air-
craft’s fuel switches being cut
off soon after takeoff.

“While it is also true that
the switch may be in one posi-
Hon and that position may be 1
and the second position is 0 in
electrical terms.. (then) 0 1o 1

or 1 to 0 [position) could have
transitioned because of an elec-
trical malfunction or a signal
malfunction while the switch
could be al the same point.

“That is why [ think
AAIB, in their own judg-
ment, were very careful in not
using the word that fuel
switches were moved. They
could have used it. It is not
that lhr}r do not know about
it he said.

The AAIB report also
mentioned that when the fuel
switch is moved from cutofl 1w
run, the start sequence starts.
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Air India to operate 3 weekly flights to London
Heathrow from August 1, replacing Gatwick

Suspension of services on Amritsar-London (Gatwick), Goa (Mopa)-London
(Gatwick), Bengaluru-Singapore and Pune-Singapore to continue till Sept 30

MPOST BUREAU

MUMBALI: Air India has said
that it will operate flight ser-
vices between Ahmedabad
and London Heathrow from
August 1, replacing the exist-
ing Ahmedabad-Gatwick route,
and announced a partial resump-
tion of services on domestic and
international routes, which it had
suspended last month after the
fatal Boeing 787-8 plane crash.
At the same time, the sus-
pension of services on Amrit-
sar-London (Gatwick), Goa
(Mopa)-London  (Gatwick),
Bengaluru-Singapore and Pune-
Singapore would continue till
September 30, the airline said.
The Tata Group airline had
last month decided to observe a

REPRESENTATIVE PIC [

“Safety Pause” in the aftermath of

the June 12 Boeing 787-8 plane
crash that killed 260 people.

The partial resumption will
see restoration of some fre-
quencies from August 1, rela-
tive to July, with full restoration
planned from October 1, Air
India said.

On June 12, the London-
bound Boeing 787 Dream-

liner began to lose thrust within
seconds of taking off from
the Ahmedabad Airport and
ploughed into a medical college
hostel, killing all but one of the
242 onboard and another 19 on
the ground in the deadliest avia-
tion accident in a decade.

The airline said that the
pause enabled it to perform
additional precautionary checks

on its Boeing 787 aircraft as well
as accommodate longer fly-
ing times arising from airspace
closures over Pakistan and the
Middle East. From August 1 to
September 30, Air India will
operate flights three times a week
between Ahmedabad and Lon-
don (Heathrow), replacing cur-
rently operating Sx weekly flights
between Ahmedabad and Lon-
don (Gatwick), the Tata Group-
owned airline said.

Besides, the two-weekly ser-
vices that were curtailed on the
Delhi-London (Heathrow) are
being reinstated from July 16,
with all 24x weekly flights oper-
ating from July 16 onwards while
the Services on the Delhi-Zurich
route will be increased to 5x
weekly, effective August 1 from

four weekly services at present.

Air India also said that it will
reinstate two weekly services on
the Delhi-Tokyo (Haneda) route,
which were earlier curtailed,
with all 7x weekly flights oper-

h_.lg from August 1 onwards,
e the two weekly services
which were reduced on the
Delhi-Seoul (Incheon) route will
be reinstated from September
1, which will see all 5x weekly
flights in operations.

As the schedule reductions
taken as part of the Safety Pause
had been implemented until 31
July and the restoration to full
operation is being phased, some
services initially planned to oper-
ate between August 1 and 30 Sep-
tember will be removed from the
schedule, the airline said.
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DGCA to revise medical parameters for
pilots to match global standards: Assn

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Mew Daty

AVIATION regulator. the Di
rectorate General of Civil Avi
ation (DGCA), has agresd o
form a committes that will pre-
geribe revised medical param-
eters for pilots operating civil-
ian aircrafts in India, the
Alrline Pllots Association of
Indiz (ALPAYhas said. Aceord-
ing to the pilots body the panel
wiotld be i line with the stand-
ards and recommendations of
the International Civil Avia-
tion Ovganisation (1CAQ)

The move fllowed a griev-
ance raisesd by the association
that mandatory medical evalu
ations done by the DGCAS em-
panelled centres were incon-
sistent with the international
body's recommend ations,

An oificial release said the
nod for the committes was one
of the positive outcomes of &
meeting between the ALPA and
the regulator at the latter's
head offlee in New Delhl on
Monday July 14) ALPA is a
twi-teca de-old organisation
based in Bengaluru, compris-
ing over 1000-plus Indian pi-
lots working within the coun
try and abiroad.

Last wesk, the associntion
had rejected the Ondings of the
probe into the Ahmedabad
crash by the Airerafl Accidents

Investigation Bureau (AATBR)
and lashed out ai the bias to-
ward pilot ervor Currently, the
medical evaluations forcivilian
pilots are conducted at the Inati-
tute of Aeroepace Medicine in
Bengaluru and the Alr Foree
Central Medical Establishment
of the Indian Alr Foree.
Captain Anll Hao, ALPA's
General Secretary also pointed
out that Night safety was com-
promised and pilot rights were
violated due to the extension of
the Oight duty timings. The
Flight Duty Time Limitationg
(FDTL) was mis interpreted by
the airlines, he explained.
“The weekly rest provisions
were misinter preted, fatizus
wis being marked as sick leave
and the FOTL extensions were
beyand C ivil Aviation Require-

ments {CAR) rules. Early
maorning duties were rostered
immediately ater & pilot is on
Sick Leave or Casual Leave,”
he pointed out

In connectlon with this, the
DGCA has assured a meeting
would be organised with the
Flight Safety Department and
other operators to ensure com-
pliance of the CAR, the release
said. The sssociaion also said
thit pllots were meelving show
calse notices and penalties un-
der Bule 47A for diserepancies
In eGCA reconds {digital pllot
logbook which is linked with
DGCA platform). “1t is the op
omtor's responsibility to push
duty and training dsta into the
system and not the pilot's e
sponsibility,” the release
pointed out,
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Pak Airlines to resume
services to UK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

B Istamabad
akistans national carrier
Pm1 Wednesday inched
closer to  resuming

flights to the UK after London
remowved the ban imposed on

PIA doe ta air safety
concerns.  “Following  air
safety improvements, the

UKSs Air Safety Committee
has lifted UK restrictions on
Pakistani carriers.

Individual sirline carriers
will still need to apply for per-
mits to operate to the UK
through the UK Civil Aviation
Anthority,’ the British High
Commission said here in a
statement.

The Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA} was banned
from operating in EU conn-
tries and the UK after the 2020
air crash, followed by a scan-
dal about the licensing of
Pakistani pilots. While the
EL lifted the ban last year and
formal operations began in

January this year, the UK
authorities were still not
allowing Pakistani airlines to
o te due to safety concems.
The latest announcement by
the UK authorities means that
“all Pakistani airlines can now
apply to operate flights to the
Ut

the statement said. British
High Commissioner to
Pakistan Jane Marriott said
that she was grateful to avia-
tion experts in the UK and
Pakistan for their collaborative
work to meet international
safety standards.

According to the British
High Commission, decisions
on de-listing states and air car-
riers from the UK Air Safety
List are made through an
independent aviation safety
process overseen by the UK's
Air Safety Committee.

“The Committee has judged
that necessary safety
improvements have been
made since its original deci-
sion in 2021,
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Pilots body urges members not to lend credence to premature conclusions

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
B RMumbai

he Federation of Indian
TPtluts {FIF}, a profes-
sional pilots’ body, has
expressed concerns over the
preliminary investigation
report on the Air India
Boeing 787 plane crash, saying
that assigning blame before
a thorough, transparent and
data-driven investigation is
both “premature and
irresponsinle”
In a statement on Wedn-

esday, the FIP also urged all
stakeholders, including the
media, commentators, and
authorities, to “refrain from

dﬁs«:nunatl:f partial marra-
tives or making unfounded
assumptions”,

The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
in its preliminary probe report
on the crash that killed 260
people on fune 12 said the fuel
switches to the engines were
cut off within a gap of 1 sec-

ond immediately atter takeoff

and caused confusion in the

cockpit of the Tata Group-run
Air India flight AT 171

Citing -_ﬂipu voice record-
ing, the 15-page preliminary
report, released on Saturday,
said one pilot asked why the
switch was cut off and the
other pilot responded that he
did not do so.

“At the outset, we would like
to register our dissatistaction
with the exclusion of pilm
representatives from the imes-
tigation process. We also firm-
Iy ohject to the way in which
the preliminary report has

been interpreted and present-
ed publicly!” FIP President C 5
Randhawa said.

Moting that the report, as
released, “lacks comprehen-
sive” data and appears to rely
selectively on paraphrased
cockpit voice recordings to
suggest pilot error and
question the professional com-
petence and integrity of the
flight crew, the Federation
=aid, “this approach is neither
objective nor complete”

The FIP it said, therefore
urges its members and the

general public “not to lend
credence (o such prematune
conclusions”

“The FIP expresses serious
concern regarding the
preliminary findings and
public discourse surrounding
the tragic crash of Air India
flight AI-171 in Ahmedabad.”
it stated.

“Assigning blame before a
thorough, transparent, and
data-driven investigation is
both premature and irrespon-
sible. Such speculative
commentary undermines the

professionalism of highly
trained crew members and
causes undue distress to
their tamilies and colleagues”
the Federation said in the
staternent.

Aviation safety demands a
steadfast commitment to facts,
integrity, and due process, FIP
said, adding, “We stand in sal-
idarity with the crew
and their families and reiterate
our call for a fair, transparent
and evidence-based investi-
gation before any definitive
conclusions are drawn”
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Al to partially
restore flights
from Aug 1 after

‘safety pause’

New Delhi: Air India will,
from Aug 1, partially resume
flights that were slashed after
the June12 Ahmedabad crash.
Full restoration of the sched-
ule is expected from Oet 1
Termingita “safely pause,”
Al Tuesday sald the cuts en-
abied it to “perform additional
precautionary checks on B-787
aircraft as well as accommo-
dating longer flying times aris-
Ing fromairspace closures over
Pakistan and Middle East,”
Between Aug land Sept 30,
Air India will operate thrice
weekly betweon Ahmedabad
and London Heathrow, replac-
ing the current five weskly
flights between Ahmedabad
and London (Gatwick), the
airline said in a statement.
“Srehedule reductions taken
as partof safety pause had been
implemented wntil July 31, and
restoration to full operation is
being phased. Some services
initially planned to operate be-
tween Aug 1 and Sept 30, 2025,
will be removed from the sched-
ule. Al is proactively contact
ing affected passengers to offer
re-booking on  aliernative
flights or a full refund, as per
their preterence, Al apologises
for the inconvenience,” it said.
Routes that'll remain sus-
pended till Sept 30 include Am-
ritsar-London (Gatwick), Goa-
London (Gatwick); Bengaluru-
Singapore; Pune-Singapore. tas
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Al grounds 2nd plane
in 3 days in Lucknow

Flight To Dubai
Was Cancelled
Minutes Before
Take-Off

TimES NEws NETWORR

Lucknow: Another Hoslmg
737 Max B8 (VT-BXZ) aircraft,  OnSunday, Air India Express Lucknow-Hydorahad Boning 737 Max 8
operated by Alr India Ex.  (WT-BWP) wes grounded following & fechrical Taul
preas, was grounded minutes
before take-off at Chaondhary
Charan Singh Internationnl
Alrport, Luckow, gl
Wednesday after pilots de-
clared a ‘technical isswe”
white following the prooe-
fure tostart the engine
This was the decoml Ros
ing grounded before take-aff
nt Luckniow airport in three
daye. On Sunday, Liocknow
Hyderabad Boalng 737 Max 8

Wednesday's
Lucknow-Dubai Air

India Express flight
(1% 193) was
scheduled to take
off at 8.45am and

had 166 passengers
and crew onboard

(YT-BWP}, cperated by Alr
Indin Express, wis grounded
Following a techsbeal Fawl

Wednesday's Luckmnow-
DMebai  Air India Express
Dight (IX 191) was scheduled
to take off ot B 45am and had
165 passengers and crew on
board. The same Bosing alr-
craft had come from Dubai in
the o ning

"Passenpers  wers  in-
formed of the cancellation
ahorily after board Ing, ™ sald
g sourcent theairport.
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Engine failure: Flight makes
emergency landing in Mumbai

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai/New Delhi: An IndiGo
Airbus A320neo aircraft operating
a flight from Delhi to Goa suffered
an inflight engine shutdown, for-
cing a diversion to Mumbai on
Wednesday night. Twinengineair-
craft can land safely with one wor-
kingengine,

The IndiGo flight, 6E-6271, had
taken off from Delhi at 8.02 pm. Af-
ter one engine of the aircraft fai-
led, a decision was made to divert
the flight to Mumbai. Full emer-
gency was declared at Mumbai air-
port, with fire tenders and ambu-
lance on standby. The flight landed
safely at 9.52 pm, said sources. The
flight was scheduled to take off at
7.30pm and land at Manohar Inter-
national Airport in north Goaat 10
pm, but had a delayed departure.

The aircraft (VT-1ZB) is about
six yearsold.

In a statement, IndiGo said a
“technical snag” was detected when

After one engine of the
aircraft failed, a decision was
made to divert the flight to
Mumbai. Full emergency was
declared at Mumbai airport

theflight wasen routeto Goa. “Follo-
wing procedures, the aircraft wasdi-
verted and landed in Mumbai. Whi-
le the aireraft will undergo necessa-
ry checks and maintenance before
resumingoperations, an alternative
aircraft has been arranged for
completing the journey, which will
depart shortly with the passeng-
ers,” theairline said.

In June, an Ahmedabad-bound
IndiGo A320ceo had rejected take-
off at Kolkata following a single
engine shutdown.

Indian carriers have reported
65 in-flight engine failures since
2020, while pilots made 11 “may-
day” distresscalls,according toda-
taobtained through RTIL.

L& JULE 2055
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India hikes
flying rights
for Kuwait

New Delhi: India has enhan-
ced theflyvingrightsof Kuwait
when it raised weekly seatsto
18,000 per week between India
and the Gulf nation from ear-
lier 12,000 — a raise of 50%.
Now airlines of both sides can
deploy 18,000 seats per week.
The agreement was signed by
India’s aviation secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha and Ku-
wait DGCA president Sheikh
Hamoud Al-Mubarak. Kuwait
gets more bilaterals after 18
years, when its capacity was
raised from 8,320 to 12,000.

With an increase in de-
mandfortravel, Kuwait —like
several other regions especi-
ally in West Asia including
Dubai — had been seeking a
hike in bilaterals. In the last
one yvear, India has signed new
air service agreements with
Thailand, Vietnam, Indone-
sia and Uzbekistan. tn
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Al plane crashreport
raises more questions,

saysglobal pilots' body

EEWTIDLIIL VY 5
The Internotional Fhdoration
of Adr Line Pilobs’ Associations
(IEALTA) has said AATFS pre-
liminory meport bmbo the Air
Irncki plare= crsh, by its very
nntuine, mises many questions
and does not provide anawers
ancl urged all parties 1o refinn
from speculations,

In its prediminury report an
the Air Indin's Boeing 7878
accident on June 12 that
killed 260 people, the Alrcraft
Acrident Irvestigotion
Bureau (AATE) on Saturday
said the Fuel saitches to the
engines were cut off withina
gup of 1 second mmed istely
after Lakeodl, eavsed confu-
son in the cockpal of the
plane before crashing into a
buikding, The AT 171 was en
route from Ahmedabad o
Ld:Il.IJJ.II'I. L‘:'il.{'\rl.l'l.'h_

Cating coclkpit. v peoad
ing. the 16-page preliminary
repart, relensed on Saturdsy
saic] ore pilot asked why the
sefich wigs o off and the ot
vr pilot responded that he did
not do so. While #w initisl
repuirt s ot provids any
o uisinns, thens ane ek
tioms in cortain quartes thata
poesible plot ermor could be g
resusnin for the craa h

Whils  this

prediminary

Urges all parties to refrain from speculations

Tho wreckagn of the crashed Air india plone in Ahmadabad. rur

repart by i ey natne rgses
many guestions, it does not
provide answers, and any
extrapolation of its eonlent
canonby be negircled s guess-
writ, which is nof hefpful to
e pood conduct of the inves-
tigation” TFALFA =id in a
staterment an July 14,
Aciording o IFALPA, the
report clewrly states thot no
sifely recomumendationg are
besimg providied at this stags
mnc stressies that the federation
remikins cormm Bed bo suppot-
iyt fhe efforts of the AATE of
Inclia s they work to detes-
mitne the comtrbuling factors
of the aocident, TEALPA daims
o huwe | lakh plois asite mem-
bttt s s ross 100 exnertriese

On Saturday, Abrbne Pilobs

Assaison o | nodwmnl ALPAL an
IFALPA member - said the
kone and direction of the imves-
thgufion sugges t & baas iowards
bt ermir and mejectigd this pre
surrption o8 it insisted ona Foir;
Tzt bused inguiny

O July 14 TEATPA sluchigh-
b hee] that o prdisn iy regaort
i menely the menns of commasr
nication used for the prompt
dassesrminetinn of duts oblmined
during the early stages of the
trmrstigation aned ondy tncicnted
the progres of the mvestigs
v, Ulrprings ol purties fo refrain
from sperubdion, allow the
imvestygivtion 1o nun s Al and
proper oourse, [FALPA =mid
everyune should aved dmsing
conchigons fram |:ln-lu:|'.l.|:|..|b:
nformuaton, |
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