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Property prices see sharp rise in
North Bengaluru since Covid

MAHESH KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

roperty prices in North

Bengaluru leading up to

Kempegowda interna-
tional airport have witnessed
a sharp rise between 69% and
118% since the outbreak of
Covid-19 pandemic owing to
an increased economic activi-
ty and improved connectivity.

While the average prices of
apartments have gone up by
69% to Rs 11,000 to Rs 13,000
per square feet, the prices of
residential plots have gone up
by118%toRs 7,500t0Rs 8,000
per square feet across various
residential areas in North Ben-
galuru such as Thanisandra,
Yelahanka, Devanahalli, and
Bagalur, according toaresearch
conducted by Square Yards, an
online real estate marketplace.

In contrast, the apartment
pricesin the restof the city saw
a growth of 48% between Rs
13,000-15,000 per sq ft in the
last four years starting FY21.
The prices of residential plots
in the rest of the city went up
by an average 93% during the
same period.

Tanuj Shori, CEO & Found-
er, Square Yards, said, “Airports
areamong the mostinfluential
enablers of economic growth,
urban transformation, and real
estate development. In India,

cities anchored by major air-
ports, such as Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad,
have demonstrated sustained
residential growth, driven by
improved connectivity, in-
crease in employment hubs,
and large-scale infrastructure
investment.”

As of FY25, annual passen-
ger traffic reached 41.55 mil-
lion, according to data from
the Airports Authority of In-
dia. The upcoming Terminal 3
(T3) at Bengaluru is expected
to raise the total capacity to
over 100 million passengers
annually.

Since FY21, North Bengalu-
ruhasbeen consistently taking
25-27%share inthe overall res-
idential registered transactions
in both primaryand secondary
markets, the data from Square
Yards show.

“Kempegowda internation-
al airport in Bengaluru is the
third-busiest airport in the

country after Delhi and Mum-
bai. Whenever airports come
up they attract international
companies in the vicinity. The
improved connectivity berween
Devanahalliand Bengaluru has
led to a huge growth in the de-
velopment of properties sur-
rounding the airport because
peoplewanttostaycloser tathe
workplace,” Renuka Kulkarni,
Head of Research, Square
Yardstold DH.

Among the key micro-mar-
kets, Devanahalli witnessed
133% rise in the prices of resi-
dential plotsbetween Rs 6,500
to Rs 8,000 per sq ft in FY25
compared to Rs 2,900 to Rs
4,000 persqftin FY2L Similar-
ly, the prices of plots in Bagalur
went up by 127% to Rs 5,800 to
Rs7.800persq ft, Thanisandra
witnessed a rise of 113% at Rs
10,500 to Rs 12,500 per sq ft,
and Yelahanka saw prices go-
ingupbyl16%toRs5,900t0 Rs
7.000 persq frin FY25.
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Navi Mumbai airport
set to start operations
with 12-hour service

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Surmbm

The Navvi Mumbai airport will
operate for 12 hours (B am ko
# pm) in the first two manths
after launch to test the stabil-
ity of all its processes and sys-
tems, said people familor
‘with the matter.

The airpart is expected to
beinaogurated on September
30, as per the deadline set by
State  Chief Minister De-
vendra Padrawis.

Initially, the airport is
lilkkeby to handle aoly do
mestic Hﬂm It will operate
around clock with the
start: of the winter schedule
in October. Sofar, IndiGo and
Akmsa Air hove anooomeed
plans to start Aights from the
airpart, and discussions ane
ongoing between the Navi
Mumbai airport amd  other
carriers regarding their oper-
ativnal plans.

A source stated that imple
menting 12-hour operations
would enable airport officials
o resalve mny initiml isues
‘before operating at full capa
cityinwinter. Abso, this aligns
well with the plans and pre
paredness of all sakeholders.

In the frst Flhase, the air-
port will be able to handie
around X million passengers
per vear, At corrent passen-
ger bandling capacity, this
would tanslate to arcund 30
gir traffic movements per
hour. However, in the initial
days, it i likeby to handle ondy
i 10 movements per hour, &
is understood.

“Around 4 per cent of the
girpart work i complete and
the dendline of September 30

Makarashtra CM Devendra
Fadnaves reviesed the
pragress of the Mawi Mumbai
Indernational Airport e

bas been set for the launch of
conemercial operations,”
Fadnarvis said after reviewing
the ronstruction work on
Saturday. "Thiz will be the
mmt modern ond  falk
equipped airport in the coun-
try and the authorities have
been instructed to make the

cdaim system the
fastest in the world,"he said.

TRIALS UNDERWAY
Sources reported that aperar
tiom] readiness trials were
being comdncted b astess the
reparedness of the systems.
e Borenn of Civil Avistion
Security and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation will
conduct inspections for the
Ezuance of serodrome B-
cences. A source said hav
12-hour  operations wo
enahle airport afficials todiron
out any teething problem be-
fore going full stmm in
winter. Aleo, this aligns well
with the plans and prepared-
ness  of all  stakeholders.
While Hight movements will
begin from & am, the terminal
will open for passenyers 2-3
bours earfier for check-in.
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GROUNDED IN STINK

Sewageovertlowatairports
12 basementsparks outrage

BENGALURU, DHNS

assengers at the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru
complained of overflowing sewage in

the basement parking of the new terminal.

An X account, Yelahanka Matters,
posted: “One of the world’s most awarded
airports, @BLRAirport T2, has a glaring
hygiene issue. This morning 9 am, over-
flowing sewage in Basement 2 parking
near the lift to Arrivals. Unbearable stink
(sic).”

It shared a photo and video from the
Spot.

Though airport staff cleared the area,

a flyer told DH the stench lingered across
the parking space through much of the
day.

Sources in the Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) said a motor issue
caused the leakage. They acknowledged
the problem and claimed it was rectified
immediately.

Theleakage wasdue toanissue mtha
motor on the premises.
PHOTO: @YELAHANKAFORALL/X
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Cargo truck hits parked Akasa Air
plane at Mumbai airport

MUMBAI, DHNS: In a serious
safety issue, a cargo truck hit
an Akasa Air passenger air-
craft at the Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) in Mumbai
on Monday, resulting in dam-
age to the right winglet.

No injuries to any employee
or passenger have beenreport-
ed in the incident, said Akasa
Air and Mumbai Airport offi-
cials.

The BWFS cargo container
vehiclehit the Akasaairline air-
craft parked at Bay A-7 at Ter-
minal 1 of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport.

“While the aircraft was posi-
tioned at bay A-7,a BWFS car-
go container vehicle collided
with the right-side wing of the
aircraft, resulting indamageto
thewinglet and the container,”

officials said.

The aircraft had earlier ar-
rived as flight QP1736 from
Bengaluru to Mumbai.

“During unloading opera-
tions,a BWFS cargo container
vehicle, while turning towards
the front side of the aircraft to
unload goods, accidentally hit
the right-side wing of the air-
craft,” they said.

The plane involved is a Boe-
ing 737-Max, which has rela-
tively high wings, and the driv-
er seems tohave misjudged the
height.

“A third-party ground han-
dler, while operating a cargo
truck, came in contact with
an Akasa Air aircraft that was
parked at CSMIA. The aircraft
iscurrentlyundergoing a thor-
ough inspection,” Akasa Air
said in a statement.

15 JULYE 2025
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FACILITIES GIVEN BEFORE ADANI DEAL

ICICI Bank Moves

Court

Against

MIAL Rights Issue

Airport operator’s issue
can dilute equity
pledged against loans
given to GVK firm: Bank

sangita Mehta & Maulik Vyas

Mumbai: ICICI Bank has chal-
lenged the proposed rights issue
of Mumbai International Airport
(MIAL) on the grounds that it vio-
lates prior contractual agree-
ments and risks diluting lenders’
interests, said people with know-
ledge of the matter The bank's
contention is that the rights issue
will dilute the value of shares
pledged against loans worth $L25
hillion that had been given to the
GVE Groop, which used to own
MIAL. The Adani Group took over
MIAL from GV in 2021,

ICICI Bank, scting throuigh its
Bahrain branch as facility agent
fora consortiumof lenders, has -
led a suit in the Bombay High Co-
urt seeking torestrain MIALfrom
proceeding with the 3,240 crore
rights issue, acoording toa copy af
the petition filed by the bank early
this month and reviewed by ET.

The bank alleged that the issue

breaches the terms of an interim
salution undertaking (ISU7) and a
share pledge agreement signed in
517, which prohibit any dilution
of pledged equity without the len-
der’s consent. The matter is sche-
duled for hearing om July & before
justice RIC

ICICI Bank, GVK and Adani did
not respond to ET s queries.

Thedispute sterns from two loan
facilities extended to GVE Coal
Developers  (Singapore). The
First. amounting to#$1 billion, was
provided in September 201 The
second, of §250 million, was in
March 2014, the petition stated.
Bank of Baroda, Benk of India,
Indian Overseas Bank and Cana-
ra Bank are among the other len-

Making a Case

( BETWEEN 2011 & 2014

ICICI Bank-led consortium
provides §1.25b deht facil-
ities to GVH Coal Devebap-
ers {Singapore).
C-MAR 24, 2007 Share pledge

equity of GVE Airport
Holdings (now a subsidiary
af Adanil.

g JULY 2021; Adani Groug
acrpuires S7.97% of GVK
Airpart Developers
& Z35% 0l MiAL
- JUME 17, 2025:
MIAL issues letter
af offer for rights issue.

- JUNE 30, 2025: Adani-
owned VK Alrport informs
ICICH it €annot subscribe
due ta lack of funds.

JULY 1, 2025: |CICH ralses
abjectione

JULY 5, 2025; Deadline for
rights issue subscription
JULY 21, 2025: Matter

o b2 heard by

Bombay High Court

ders involved.

These loans were secured by a
pledge of 32% equity in GVE Air-
port Holdings {GVEKAHL), repre-
senting a 16.16% indirect stnke in
MIAL. GVEAHL holds 8 50.5%
stake inMIAL, AdaniAirport Hol-
dings holds £3.5%, amd the Afr-
ports Authority of Indiahas 26% .
Therights issue is being offered in
a 2T ratio. GVEAHL is now part
af the Adani Group.

ICICI Bank contends that the
proposed rights issue would re-
duce this pledged stake to about
1.37%, undermining the securi-
ty provided under the loan agre-
EMents.

Continued on »= Smart Investing

ICICI Bank Moves Court Against MIAL Rights Issue

++ From ET Markets Fage 1

Therights issue, approved by
MIATL’s board on June12, offers 3.24
billion equity sharesat¥lfeach to

existingshareholders.
ICIC] Bank says that GYEAHL

informed the hank of itsdecision
not to subscribe to issue just five
days before what was to have been
theoffer’s closing date of July5,
citing lackof funds. The bank
alleges this delay was deliberate
and prejudicial tothe lenders

interests. The bank also raised
concerns that the issue priceof T10
per share does not reflect fair
market value and is instead the
minimum permissible price. MIAL
is not listed. Senior counsel Venka-
tesh Dhond and Siddharth Ranade,

partnerof law firm Trilegal are
representing lenders. Senior
advocate Vikram Nankaniand Law
firm Rashmikant and Partners are
represent ing some respondents.
The ownership strocture of MIAL
changed in 204, when Adani Air-
port Holdings. a unit of Adani
Enterprises, bought 87.97% of
GVE Airport Developers, parentof

GVEKAHL.The bank hassoughta
permanent injunction against the
rights issue and interim relief to
prevent any share allotment or
action that could affect the pledped
equity, the petition stated. [thas
also asked that any subscription
received for the rights issue should
bekeptin a separate account until
the matter is resolved, it added.
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Airports boost
realestate

pricesin
major cities

Housing micro-markets
near existing and
upcoming airports in
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
MNavi Mumbai and Greater
Moida have seen sharp
appreciation in prices by
70-120 per cent in the |ast
four years, according to
Sguare Yards. "Micro-mar-
kets anchored by airports
are witnessing signifi-
cantly faster property
price appreciation com-
pared to other parts of the
same city,” Square Yards
said in a statement.
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GMR Group firms look to tap
bond market for 325 hillion

Two companies belonging to India’s GME Group
are set to tap the corporate bond market in the
coming days to raise an aggregate of 25 billion
($291.27 million), three sources aware of the
matter said, While GMR Alrports Holdings co. s
looking to raise about 215 hillion via three-vear
honds, Delhi International Airport (DEAL), a TV
between GMR Airporis and the Airporis
Authority of India, is also likely to raise 10
billion via sale of 15-year bonds, they said. rvess
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GMA Arports Holdings i scouting the markst 1o
ratie afound P 500 trane.

GMR Group firms
to tap bond market

o oy pwires Dl gl po Dadla s GRIH
Tl:i-nmpan*m'l toiap the corpormte bard

ot it he combrigg elays o rise i
aggmresmte of 12,5000 crore, thrve sources swine of
the matter said,

CiMIR Adrpusrts Flolclznggs Coo, the hobding
corprry of the GMB Group’sairpor -related
bsinpesses, isscouting the market e mise
arned TLA00 e through thve-year bonds,
thie sources sail

Lanrgee rnunuad Tomeks will heawily participste in
this issame, o of e sourees added,

"'|'|1|,'_l.i|-le||'|.u|||||u'|'|1 thie I|.'u.|;h & |'|J.|;I|~1I||.zi %o
cver i low doubde digle, which makes i an
attractive proposition foedebt funds,” the
."IJHI'I.'I'J'*‘I'I.L

Deelhd Internatlonal Alrport {DLALL a joing
venture hetween GMR Adrports and the Airpart
Authority of lndin_ |s also ey to radse TLUL0
crore through the sile of Ks-year bonds,

“DUAL s abready started tlls with a privaie
bank and a foreign bank to place the bond issue,
el this shoiled be done before the GVE fsoe,”
e seseoend s roe said,

DAL ha last tapapeod the bond macket in July
20, when I ratsed TE2E1S ciore, RELTERS
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DGCA DATA SHOWS 641 BIRD/ANIMAL
HITS AT 20 AIRPORTS IN5 MONTHS

& whopping 2,000 bird and animal hits on akmatt have been roonded
annually in last two years across 20 busiest akpor s inthe coumtry

DELHI AIRPORT MOST HIT, AHMEDABAD SECOND

[0k data shows 1633 bed/mimal stokes in B011 is thede aimorty. It soansd
to 2269 in 21 and dipped 20 2 086 in 1024 Delhi bare the brest and
averaged 400-plen infidents amnually in theail 1heee year i I had 441 strke
n 2027, 616 i 100 amd 40 9in 2024, dana shows. i J0S, it bt recorded 95
hitw Abmedabad is the semn d mast allected alepart | P27
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Bird, animal hits raise safety
concerns at major airports

5. LALITHA i Mo Dot

A Whopping 2 (&) bird and anl-
mal hits on aircraft have been
recorded annually in the last
two years acrss the 30 alrports
which have recently emerged as
the busiest in the comntry How-
ever, the number appears to be
decreasing this year, as just 641
stich hits hawe been recorded so
Far in the Orst five months.

Data shared by the DGCA, re-
veals that there were 1,633 bird
animal sirikes in 2022 at these
alrports It soared o 2,269 in
2023 and dipped slightly to2.0686
1 .

Delhi appears to hear
the maximum brunt of such
strikes, averaging over 400
incidents annually in the last
three venrs, It had 442 strikes
2, the dats shows. Tn 2025, it
has recorded 95 hits

Ahmedabad is the .E
secim] most impact -
ed only 80 hits in 2022 the fg-
ure more thandoubled to 214 in
mediate aftermath of the June
12 Dreamliner crash near the

In 2022 616 in 2023 and 419 in
&0 tan

od alrport Although it reeord-
23 and 201 in $024.1n the im-
alrport, the Initlal theory cir

P wi0m w0k - 0 e x CASES INTOP
x

Delhi  feedaad |

culating was a shutdown of
both engines doe toa bird sirike
In the prolific presence of the
winged creatures in the ares
Toeffectively tackle the bird
animal menace at the alrports,
ihe Mrst mesting of the Nation-
al Wildlife Huzard
PRESS Monagement
CLUSIVE committes was
recently convenad
at the DGCA headguarters in
Dehi, under thechairmanship
of its Director General Faiz
Ahmed Kidwal, Representa
tives fmom all alrports and air
lines across the couniry

participated,

Murbai | Bengalwre  Hydembad  Holkeln

AIRPORTS

Chennai

The presentation by DGCA
revenled one startling aspect
defciency in dentification of
bird species at all airports.
“Only in 24% of sirikes that
took place was the bird species
ident ified,” its officials said

Delhi Intermational Airport
Limited officials said bats have
emerged as a major threat at
1G1 "Technigues like
black light trap, pole pigeons,
night vision binoculars, bat
detection device, Avian Defend-
ers and deploving a team
af biologists were belng done
tomitigate their presence,” an
official said.
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Truck hits parked Akasa plane in Mumbai airport

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: An Akasa aireraft
parked at Mumbai airport was
hit by a truck on Monday. In a
statement, Akasa said: ‘A
third party ground handler,
while operating a cargo truck,
came incontact withan Akasa
Air aircraft that was parked at
CSMIA (Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port), Mumbai. The aircraft is
currently undergoing a thoro-
ugh inspection, and we are in-
vestigating this incident with

The aircraft is currently
undergoing a thorough
inspection, said Akasa Air
in a statement

the third party ground hand-
ler.” The Boeing 73TMAX was
parked when the truck hit it.
There were no Injuries toemp-
lovees or passengers,
Following the Air India Ju-
nel2 crash in Ahmedabad, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had conduc-

ted checks at Delhi and Muam-
baiairports. Among the defici-
encies observed was this: “Ma-
ny vehicles in the ramp area
were found without speed go-
vernors. These vehicles were
withdrawn by cancelling their
permits along with their dri-
vers' airport driving licen-
ces.” For vears, attempts are
being made to arrest the incre-
ase in ground acecidents at In-
dian airports. DGCA had, six
yvears back., mandated that
operators will have to ensure
that vehicles are completely

safe to drive and drivers have
the required knowledge of air-
sidedriving rules.

An order to the effect, is-
sued in 2019, stated, “In order
to curb (ground incidents at
airporis), DGCA has develo-
ped a detailed checklist to
benchmark safety standards
on airside of airport....
checking ground facilities
like equipment, passenger
boardingbridge, condition of
apron/ marking/ lighting, av-
ailability of foreign object de-
brisbins.”
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N Mum airport
likely to be
Inaugurated
on Sept 30

Tinaes News NETWORK

Mumbai: The much-antici-
pated secondary airport for
the Mumbai Metropoelitan
Region (MMR), the Navi Mu-
mbai airport. is now expec-
ted to be inaugurated on Sept
30. Chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis had confirmed the
new date.

Sources said scheduled
domestic flights will begin
only months later. Commer-
cial operations will begin
gradually with theairport to
be open only for al2-hour wi-
ndow from 8am to 8pm in the
initial months.

When international fli-
ghts start, sometime early
next year, the airport is expe-
cted to have 24/7 operations,
said aviation sources. Airli-
nes such as IndiGo, Akasa
Air and Air India Express
have announced domestic fl-
ights from day one of the Na-
vi Mumbai airport opening.

In phase one, the Navi
Mumbai airport will have
one runway and one termi-
nal building with a passeng-
er-handling capacity of 20
million passengers per ann-
um. The congested Mumbai
airport handles about 55 mil-
lion passengers per annum
and operates out of a single
runway. Once the airport
opens, passengers travelling
fromand to MMR will get the
option of booking flights
fromany of the twoairports.
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Aircraft hit by
cargo truck at
Mumbai airport

Mumbai: A cargo truck hit
an Akasa Air Boeing 737
aircraft parked at Mumbai
airport in the early hours
of Monday Akasa confir-
med the incident. The airli-
ne, in a statement, said a
third-party ground handler
was operating the cargo
truck that came in contact
with the aircraft.

“The aircraft is current-
ly undergoing a thorough
inspection, and we are in-
vestigating the incident
with the third-party gro-
und handler,” the airline
added.
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After public outcry, govt intervenes
to control Silchar-Guwahati airfare

Indigo told to cap Silchar-Guwahati ticket price at Rs 6,500

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, July 14: With
public resentment mounting
over skyrocketing airfares on
the Silchar-Guwahati and Sil-
char-Kolkata routes, the
State government has taken
a firm stand to restore bal-
ance in regional connectivity.

Addressing a gathering of
leading citizens in Silchar on
Sunday while winding up his
four-day visit to south As-
sam, Chief Secretary Dr
Ravi Kota disclosed that
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma recently held
a high-level meeting with
the IndiGo Airlines chair-
man 1in New Delhi, follow-
ing a barrage of complaints
over ticket prices soaring
beyond Rs 10,000,

“In that meeting, the
Chief Mimister made 1t une-
guivocally clear that airfare
between Silchar and Guwa-
hati must be strictly capped
between Rs 6,000 and Rs
6,500, wrrespective of sea-
sonal demand or connectivi-
ty disruptions. Imitially, the
airline resisted citing oper-
ational challenges, but they

b
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have now promised a cor-
rection in the fares by July
15. We are waiting for them
to act,” Dr Kota stated.

In another significant
move, the Chief Minister,
during a joint meeting with
the Minmistry of Civil Avia-
tion, IndiGGo authorities, and
the State government,
urged upon the Centre to fa-
cilitate additional fhights to
and from Silchar, Jorhat, and
Lakhimpur.

“Indigo airhne has agreed
in principle toadd more serv-
wes mm Assam. We are now
awaiting a concrete opera-

tional timeline,” Dr Kota
said, adding that discussions
are also underway to restore
the suspended Awr Incha Sil-
char-Kolkata flight, ground-
ed since June this year.
Regarding a long-term
solution to Barak Valley's
connectivity woes, Dr Kota
informed that following the
public hearing held recently,
the proposed greenfield air-
port at Doloo has now been
listed in the National Infra-
structure Pipeline by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation.
“Unhke the current air-
port, which has several

structural and operational
constraints, the new airport
will be a modern facility that
can handle larger aircraft
and attract more airlines.
The public hearing is done
and the path 15 being
cleared,” he said.

Further, to bolster con-
nectivity in Barak Valley, the
Chief Secretary announced
that work on the high-speed
corridor between Guwahati
and Silchar via Barapani to
Panchgram, which was an-
nounced by the Chief Minis-
ter, 18 expected to begimn by
November this year. The

project, set to be completed
in three years, 18 aimed at
significantly reducing travel
time and boosting trade and
mobihity, he added.

Responding to renewed
demands for the alternate
Lanka-Silchar (Momnar-
bandh) rail route via Chan-
dranathpur, Dr Kota con-
firmed that a Detailed
Project Report (DPR), with
an estimate of Rs 38,000
crore, has already been pre-
pared and awaits final ap-
proval from Indian Railways.

Reaffirming the State
government’s commit-
ment, Dr Kota said, “Our
focus 1s on dehvering re-
sults and not empty prom-
1ses. Barak Valley's growth
15 a top priority, and we are
determined to translate our
words into action.”

Earlier, the Chief Secre-
tary reviewed the progress
of ongoing developmental
schemes and projects in the
district and prioritised
more impetus on the edu-
cation and health sectors,
which are batthing with in-
frastructure and human re-
source challenges.
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Air India to complete ‘fuel
control switch’ checks in 2 days

ONGOING PROBE. The AAIB has not identified a definitive cause for the slip

I
Rohit Vaid
tew Delhi

The Tata Group-promoted
Alr India will complete
checks on the fuel control
switch locking mechanism of
its Boeing 787 and 737 fleet
within the next two days,
sources told businessline.

The airline had started
these checks over the week-
end, they said.

“So far, over 50 per cent of
the Boeing 787 aircraft have

been checked while almost
all of Boeing 737 aircraft
have been checked,” in
dustry sources said.

“So far, no issues have
been found,” they added.

On Monday, India’s civil
aviation regulator directed
all airlines to inspect the
locking mechanism on sev-
eral Boeing aircraft models
following the fatal crash of
Air India flight 171.

Notably, the regulator
asked all airline operators to
submir inspection reports by
July21.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation’s (DGCA)
directive wasbased ona 2018
safery bulletin from the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA), which warned of
potential disengagement of
this locking feature.

SAFETY CONCERNS

While the FAA advisory had
not been deemed mandatory
at the time, it flagged safery
concerns on multiple Boeing

AIRCRAFT SAFE. So far, over 50 per cent of the Boeing 787 aircraft have been checked

models, including the 737
and the 787 series.

The heightened serutiny
follows preliminary findings
from the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), which revealed that
both fuel control switches on

AI171 had slipped from ‘run’
o ‘eur-offf mode just
seconds after the aireraft

reached its peak speed of 180
knots. Subsequently, the fuel
cut-off mode had caused
both engines to shut down
mid-air, leading to a crash
thar killed all 260 onboard.
The AAIB has not identi-
fied a definitive cause for the
slip. Meanwhile, experts
have zeroed in on the possib-
ility of electrical or software-

related faunles in the fuel
switch mechanism.

The switch in guestion,
said Mark D Martin of Mar-
tin Consulting, is manufac-
tured by Honeywell and is
engaged twice during each
flight — once during taxiing
for take-off and again after
the aircraft comes toa halt at
the parking stand.

UK aviation watchdog gives green signal to Boeing planes

E—
Our Bureau
Ml

The LIK's Civil Aviation Autharity
(CAA) has not found any
technical concerns with Boeing
aircraft, the agency said an
Tuesday.

Regulators in India, South
Koreaand Singapore have
irstructed Boeing aircraft
aperators to inspect fuel
awitches intheir fleetin line with
the safety bulletin issued by the

US Fedsral Aviaticn
Administration in 2018, The
regulatory orders were issued
following the releaseof a
preliminaryinvestigation report
probing the cause of Air India's
Boeing 787 accident in
Ahmedabad in June. The UK,
however, has not ordered any
additional checks. "Whilst the
Air India acodent investigation is
angoing, we da nat have any
technical concemn with regard to
Boeing products, and we do not
require any additional actions

from UK operators,” the UK CAA
said,

Amaong LK carmiers, Brtish
Airways and Virgin Atlantic
operate Boeing 787 aircraft.

The UK CAN issused the
statement in response to media
reports regarding its May safety
bulletin on the potential unsafe
condition imsalving fuel shut-off
walves in Boeing alrcraft. It said
the safety natice was originzlhy
issuedin 2015and revised in
Miay to update contact email
address inthe document.
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Air India to partially restore overseas flights from August 1

M‘t Waid
Mew Delhi

The Tata Group-promoted
Air India will begin a phased
restoration of its interna-
tional schedule from August
1, 2025, following the ‘safery
pause’ triggered by the June
12 crash of Flight AT1171.

The airline had scaled
back operations to conduct
precautionary checks on its
Boeing 77 fleet.

Besides, the ‘safery pause’

aided Air India in adapting
schedules that incorporated
extended fiying times due to
ongoing airspace closures
over Pakistan and some parts
of West Asia.

On Tuesday, the airline
said that, effective August, it
will partially resume services
on several international
routes, with a full return to
pre-pause schedules slated
for October 1, 2025.

As part of the interim
changes, Air India said that it
will launch a new thrice-

weekly  service  berween
Ahmedabad and London
Heathrow, replacing the cur-
rent five-times-a-week link
to London Gatwick.

The move marks a stra-
tegic shift in the airline’s UK
operations.

FULL RESTORATION

Some of the key reinstare-
ments include full restora-
tion of the Delhi-London
Heathrow schedule to 24
weekly flights from July 16
and the resumption of cur-

tailed frequencies on Delhi-
Zurich, Delhi-Tokyo Haneda,
and Delhi-Seoul Incheon.

However, several routes
will continue to operate at
reduced frequencies through
September.

These include major
North  American  and
European sectors such as
Drelhi-Chicago, Delhi-
Toronto, Delhi-Paris, and
Bengaluru-London, among
others.

Notably, Delhi-Chicago
will see a slight improvement

in August with four weekly
flights instead of three.
Furthermore, a handful of
routes remain suspended en-
tirely through September, in-
cluding  Amrirsar-London
Gatwick, Goa (Mopa)-Lon-
don Garwick, and key Singa-

pore connections  from
Bengaluruand Pune.
Despite the temporary

cuts, Air India said it will be
operating more than 525 in-
rernational flights per week
across 63 global
destinations.
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After US, UK cites no
Boeing safety concerns

DEEPAK PATEL
Maw Delhi, 15 July

The UK's Civil MIF#IH Authority
[CAA) on Imsdz:.rsail:t:thaﬂ:lnul.fdﬂ
nical concerns regarding Boeing air-
craft or their fuel-control switches,
aligning with the US Federml Aviation
Administration (FAA}, which over the
weekend stated the issue

Bocing prodiuscts, and we do mot requine
any additional actions from UK aper-
ators,” the CAA told Busiress Standord
in pwritten response.

The CAA is participating in the
A7 investigation, as 53 British na-
tionals were among the 241 passenzers
who died when the Air India Boeing
787 crashed shortly after takeoff from

Ahmedabad on June

did not warrant regulatory THESTAND TAKEN BY 12 Other victims in-
action. THE CAA AND THE FAA cluded 169 Indian
The stand taken by the  conTRASTS nationals, seven Por-
CAA and the FAA  ynpe mun‘gﬂrsH THE tuguese citizens, and
contrasts with the more  AppROACH OF THE one Candian.
cautions  approach of SOUT On July 12, the
India’s Dimectorate Gen- E.GGEAE:';‘?MNSP%RT FAA issued &8 Con-
ecal of Ciiil Aviation MINISTRY, WHICH timed Airworthiness
(DECA) and South Komea'™s HA'I.I'EMAE\IDATED Notification stating
transport ministry, which  \uepECTIONS OF FUEL that while the lock-
have mandated inspec- CONTROLSWITCHES ing mechanism  of
tons of fuel-control ON BOEING AIRCRAET the fuel controd
switches on Boeing air switches s similar
craft llowing o prelim- BCTOSS Boeing

inary report released on July 12 by
India’s Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIR) into the crash of Air
India flight ATi71. Furthermore, some
internationsl carriers, including Erihad
Afrways and Singapore Airlines, have
begun voluntary checks.

“While the Air India accident inves-
tigation is ongoing. wo do not have any
lechnicdl concern with regards to

models. the agency does mot consider
the design to present an unsafe condi-
tion that would warmnt an Airworthi-
ness Directive. Boeing has likewise
informed operntors that it is nol rec-
ommending any action at this ime.
TurntoPage &

& A-| looks to normalise ntemational

flight =ervices from August 1 il

After US, UK cites no
Boeing safety concerns

The DGCA, however, ssued s
directive on Monday requiring
all domestic carrien to inspect
thie locking mechanism of fuel
control switches on Boeing 737
and 787 aircraft by July 1.
Ajrlines hawe  been
instructed to submit inspec-
tion plans and post-inspection
reports to the regulator. The
directive does not apply to
Bowing 777 aircmaft, which use

adifferent type of uel switch

India’scivil a¥iatienremila-
tor cited concems rerarding
switches manufactured by
Honeywell and referenced a
2018 FAA mdvisory that had
flagged the potential for disen-
gagement of the lockinge fea-
ture. The advisory was
non-binding bat  recom-
mended  checks  across
muktiple Boeing aircraft types.
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A-T1looks to normalise int’l flights from Aug 1

DEEPAM PATEL
e Dethl, 15 Juby

Air India on Tuesday announced partial res-
toration of its international flights, which
were curtailed undera “safety pause™ post the
Al71 crash, with some frequencies returning
from August 1and full restoration tarpeted by
October 1.

Thi first phaseof the restoration willbegin
onAupnst 1 and continue through September.
Dnrring this period. a new routs will be intro-
duced— a thrice-a-week flight between
Ahmedabad and London Heathirow, replac-
ing the current fve-times-weekly Ahmeda-
bad-London Gatwick service, the airline said
inastatement.

“With the partial restoration, Afr Indiawill
operate more than 525 international flizhts
perweek on6ishort, longand ultma-long-haul

THE FIRST PHASE OF THE RESTORATION
WILL BEGIN ON AUGUST 1 AND
CONTIMUE THROUGH SEPTEMBER.
DURING THIS PERIOD, A NEW ROUTE
'WILL BE INTRODUCED— A THRICE-A-
WEEK FLIGHT BETWEEN AHMEDABAD
AND LONDON HEATHROW

routes,” it said, adding that full restoration is
planned fram October o

The announcement comes days after
Indias Aircraft Accidemt Investigation
Bureau (AATB) released its preliminary report
on the June £2 crash.

The report revealed that both engine fuel
switches on the fdrindia BEoeing 787 had
maoved from RUK to CUTOFF seconds after
take-off from Ahmedabad, causing a koss of
thirust and the subsequent crash. The tragedy

killed 241 people on board and 19 on the
ground. The cause of the mid-air switch
movermient remaing undetermined.

“Air India today announoed the partial
restoration of schedules that were reduced
pursuant boits"Safety Pause’, taken following
the tragic accident of Al171 on June 12, 2008,
the airlinesaid “That panse enabled Air India
to perform additional precautionary checks
onits Boeing 787 aircraft s well as accommeo-
dating, longer flying times ansing from air-
space closures over Pakistan and West Asia.”

The aifing will also reinstate Hights on
several curtailed routes, From July 16, all 24
weekly flights between Delhi and London
Heathrow will operate as scheduled, Starting
Aungust 1, Delhi- Zurich will increase from four
to five weekly flights, while Delhi-Tokyo
Haneda will resume its full seven-weekly
schedule.
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Delhi airport issues travel
advisory amid rain

TOG NETWORK

MEW DELH

In view of the “inelement
weather conditions,” Delhi
Intemational Atrport Lim-
ited (DIAL) on Monday
advised passengers Lo con-
sider alternative modes of
transport, including Metro,
to reach the adirport and
“avoid potential delays.”
A fresh spell of rains oc-
cured in the national capi-
tal on Monday morning
with the India Meteorao-
logical Department fore-
cast of moderate to heavy
rainfall in the entire Delhi
and NCR on July 14.

‘Az per the Indian Me-
teorolegical Department’s
forecast, Delhi is experi-
encing inclement weather
econditions. Ouwron-ground
teams are working dili-
genitly with all siakehold-
s bo mmsure your journecy
renmins hassle-free,

Passengers are advised to
consider alternative modes
of transport, including
Delhi Metro, to reach the
airport and avoid potential
delays,” the DIAL said in

Passengersare advised to consider
alternative modes of transport,
including Delbi Metro, to reach the
airport and avoid potential delays, " the
DIAL said in the travel advisory.

the travel advisory. Delhi,
om Sunday, also witnessed
heavy rainfall leading o
waterlogging and traffic
congestion in many parts
of the national capital.
A traffic jam was wit-
nessed at Rajiv Chowk
ag vehicular move-
ment slowed down, fol-
lowing heavy rainfall.

Delhi has experienced
incessant rainfall since
Wednesday, causing wa-
terloeging in several areas,
including Bindapur in Ut-
tam Nagar, where roads
are submerged under wa-
ter, Traffic also came toa
standstil] in many parts of
the national capital follow-
ing the heavy rainfall,
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DGCA: Check
fuel switches
by July 21

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Mon-
day asked airlines to inspect
the fuel switch locking sys-
tem in their Boeing 787 and
737 planes by July 21, days
after apreliminaryprobere-
portonthecrashof AirIndia
Boeing 787-8 Dreamlinerin
Ahmedabad found that fuel
switches were cut off before
the incident.

The DGCAdirective came
afteritreferred to a Decem-
ber17, 2018 Special Airwor-
thiness Information Bulletin
(SAIB) issued by the Feder-
al Aviation Administration
(FAA) of the United States,
which spoke about the po-
tential disengagement of the
fuel control switch locking
feature on certain models of
Boeing aircraft.
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M Alto Resume Some
Int’'l Flights from Aug 1

WEW DELHI Alr Indiz said

“ oin Twesday it will start

resuming same flights on

itsinternational metwork
from Auguest 1. curtailed in the after
math ol the June 12 planecrash in
Anmedabad. The airline will operate a
thrice-weekly sarvice batween
Anhmedabad and London Heathrow
Irom August 1 through Saptember 30,
replacing the current five-times-a
week service 1o London Gatwick. The
truncated schedube, instituled onJune
20, was part of 3°salely pause’ that
included enhanced preflight inspec
tions af the carrier's Boeing 787 and
777 planes, and the reatlocation of
widebady airerall Lo ensure aperatio
nal reliability. Last month, a Boeing
787 departing Ahmedabad for Lan
don Gatwick crashed secands aller
takeaff, killing 241 on board the
girgraftand 15 on the ground: only
one passenger wirvived. Preliminary
investigations indicate that both
enging fuel-culoll switches were
disengaged shortly after liftafl,
cutting fuel supply o both engines. Air
Imdia said the phased restaration aims
Io stabilise the schedule and reassure
passengers while the sccident in
wettigation continues. Full restoration
of the international networ ks expec
ted by Detober, the airline taid,
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Al partially resumes international flights

REUTERS

19 others on the ground wem

mduced flights to some desti

Bengaluru, July 15 FULL RESTORATION IN OCT W As part kdlled. natlons in Europe and North
; ; = P L of the Arrlndiareduced someafits  America These inchide redoc
AIR MDA SAID on Tuesday it MAIr India's — "’a‘ restaration, Air imtemnational Mights following  tonsin the frequencyof Delhi-
worald part L.'l!h.rrrm ome its imter ”'!mm:t'm'ul — - India will start the crash as part of a s nlrr}' to-Pares 1E:|ghl 5 to seven tomes
national flight schedule that flight a thrice-weskly pause” that the carder sald a week from 13, effective
was scaled back following the schedule was B Full restoration s Service between allovwed it to perform addmional — August 1
crash imolving its flight last scaled back planned from shmedabad and precadtonary checks on its Flights onthe Delhi-Milan
minnth that killed 260 people. fallowing the October 1, W25, Londeon Boeing 787 alreraft mute have been mduced to
Aspartoftherestorationair  Ahmedabad crash | ajr India said Heathrow The partial service resump-  three times a week from four

Ll wikll start a thides-weskly
servioe behween Ahmedabad
and London Heathrow from
.Aut::l.-\.l 1 to Sl:'plt'm her 310,
replacing the currently opemt -
ing fve-times-a-week flights

between Ahmedabad and Lon
don Gatwick,

A Boeing 787 Dream liner
bound for London fmom

Ahmedabad began w lose
thiust and crashed shorthyatier
takeoff on June 12 AR bat one
of the 242 people on board amd

tion will see some flights beng
mstored from Angust 1, with
full pestoration planned from
October 1, 20025, Air Indrasaid

As part of the partial
resumption, Air India has

i,

The frequency of fights
fomMumbaiand Dehito New
York JFE hax been cut {0 ax
timesawesk from seven earlier,
ther aririne sl
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DGCA MOVE | Report on locking features to be submitted by July 21

Airlines ordered to ins
Boeing fuel control

Dhairya Gajara
WLIKEAT
Two davs after the prelim-
inary report of the Al-171
crash highlighted that the
transition of fuel supply
switches caused the loss of
fuel to both the engines, the
director general of civil avi-
ation (DGCA) has ordered air-
lines to initiate inspection of
their aircraft fleet’s fuel con-
trol switch locking feature.
The airlines have been asked
tocomplete the inspection by
July 21 and submit the inspec-
tion plan and its report to the
authority’s regional offices.
“Strict adherence to the
timeline is essential to en-
sure continued airworthi-
ness and safety of
operations,” read the order
issued by DGCAS director of

airworthiness.

On Saturday, the prelim-
Inary investigation report into
the tragic crash of Air Indias
A7l aircraft in Ahmedabad,
that killed 260 people, high-

lighted that the fuel supply
switches for both the engines
were disengaged causing the
loss of fuel supply, seconds
after takeoff. However, the
cause of the switch trans-

mission was not conveved in
the preliminary report.

While the aircraft acci-
dent investigation bureau
(AAIB) did not suggest any
recommendations to Boeing,
the country's aviation watch-
dog issued an order for all
the Boeing aircraft to
undergo an inspection for
the fuel supply switches.

The order, passed on Mon-
day, has its history back in
December 2018 when the
federal aviation administra-
tion (FAA) of the US, in a
special  airworthiness In-
formation bulletin [SALB),
highlighted the potential for
disengagement of the fuel
control switch lecking fea-
ture on multiple Boeing air-
craft models,

} Contdon | nation

pect

switches

No mechanical
or maintenance
issues: Al CEQ
PT1

NEWDELHI
F———

Air India CEO-MD Campbell
Wilson said AAIH's report on
the crash found no mech-
anical or maintenance issues
with the aircraft or engines,
and that all mandatory main-
tenance msks had been com-
pleted. "There was no issue
with the quality of fuel and no
abnormality with the tale-off
roll. The pilots had passed
pre-flight breathalyser and
there were no ohservations on
their medical status,” he said
ina mail to Al staff.

¥ Contd on | nation

Airlines ordered...

The red flag was issued for 27 Boeing aircraft
models, including the 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft,
which crashed in Ahmedabad. DGCA issues man-
datory modifications for aircraft, engines and com-
penents registered in India based on the airworthi-
ness directives-issued by the state of design and
manufacnire,

No mechanical...

Emphasising that the preliminary report identified
no canse normade any recommendations, Wilson
urged everyone to avoid drawing prematire con-
clusions as the investigation is far from over. "We
will continue to co-operate with the investigators to
ensure they have everything they need 1o conduct a
thorough and comprebensive enguiry,™ he said

Further, Wilson said out of an sbundance of cau-
tion and under the oversight of regulator DGCA,
every Boeing 787 airemaft operating in our fleet was
checked within days of the accident and all were
found fit for service.

“Until a final report or canse is mbled, there will
no doubt be new rounds of speculation and more
sensational headlines. We must nevertheless
remain focused on our task and be true to the
ailues that have powered Alr India’s transforma-
tion journey over the past three vears — integrity,
excellence, customer focus, innovation and team-
wark,” Wilson said in the letter,
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Al to partially
restore flights
from Aug 1 after

‘safety pause’

New Delhi: Alr India will,
from Aug 1, partially resume
flights that were slashed after
theJunel2 Ahmedabad crash.
Full restoration of the sched-
uleisexpected from Oct 1.
Terming ita “safety pauss,”
Al Tuesday said the culs en-
abled it to “perform additional
precautionary checks on B-T87
aircraft as well as accommo-
dating longer ving times aris-
ingfromaispace closures over
Pakistan and Middle East,”
Between Aug 1and Sept 30,
Ajr India will operate thrice
weekly between Ahmedabad
and London Heathrow, replac-
ing the current five weekly
flights between Ahmedabad
and London (Gatwick), the
airline said ina statement.
“Sehedule reductions taken
as partof safety pause had been
implemented until July 31, and
restoration to full operation is
being phased. Some services
initally planned to operate be-
tween Aug 1 and Sapt 30, 2025,
will be removed from the sched-
ule. Al is proactively contact-
ing affected passengers to offer
re-booking on alternative
flights or a full refund, as per
their preference, Al apologises
for the incomvenience,™ it said.
Routes that'll remain sus-
pended till Sept 30 include Ame-
rtsar-London (Gatwick): Goa-
London (Gatwick); Bengaluruy-
Singapore; Punme-Singapore. e
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All Boeing 787s found fit
to fly, says Air India CEO

Preliminary probe report provided more clarity and opened up new questions, Wilson tells staff;

he says the report did not find mechanical or maintenance issues with the aircraft or engines

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

very Boeing 787 air-
E craft in Air India’s

fleet has undergone
checks since last month’s
deadly crash, and has been
found fit to fly, Air India
CEO Campbell Wilson said
in an internal communica-
tion to employees on Mon-
day.

He also pointed out that
the preliminary report into
the accident did not find
any mechanical or mainte-
nance issues with the air-
craft or engines, and
warned against drawing
any “premature
conclusions”.

“Every Boeing 787 air-
craft operating in our fleet

was checked within days of
the accident and all were
found fit for service. We
continue to perform all ne-
cessary checks, as we will
any new ones that authori-
ties may suggest,” the CEO
said in a message posted
on an internal portal.

He reiterated that the
“preliminary report found
no mechanical or mainte-
nance issues with the air-
craft or engines, and that
all mandatory mainte-
nance tasks had been com-
pleted”.

The report of the Air-
craft Accident Investiga-

Welcomed into service: Air India's first Boeing 787 Dreamliner aircraft gets a water canon salute on its
arrival at the Indira Gandhi International Airport in New Delhi in September 2012, FILE PHOTO

The report of the
AAIB had described
the chronology of
events leading to the
crash on June 12

tion Bureau was released
late on July 11. It described
the chronology of events
leading to the double en-
gine shutdown that precip-
itated the crash on June 12,
killing 260 people.

‘More clarity’

Mr. Wilson acknowledged
concerns raised by the re-
port, which have led to wi-
despread speculation re-

garding the deliberate or
erroneous movement of
the switches that regulate
fuel supply to the two en-
gines. The report has “pro-
vided both greater clarity
and opened additional
questions”, he said.

He also sought to put
some doubts to rest. “The
Preliminary Report identi-
fied no cause nor made
any recommendations, so |
urge everyone to avoid
drawing premature con-
clusions as the investiga-
tion is far from over. We
will continue to co-operate
with the investigators to
ensure they have everyth-
ing they need to conduct a

thorough and comprehen-
sive enquiry,” the CEO’s
message said.

Earlier, in the hours fol-
lowing the release of the
interim report on Friday,
the Air India’s senior vice-
president for flight opera-
tions, Manish Uppal, wrote
to the airline’s pilots, en-
couraging them to openly
approach the senior lea-
dership if they had ques-
tions about the findings.

He also acknowledged a
range of emotional reac-
tions to the crash, includ-
ing “sorrow and even an-
ger”, and offered support
resources, including com-
pany psychologists.
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Curtailed post-crash,
A-l to start restoring
international flight
schedule from Aug 1

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHL JULY15

AR INDLA willl start fom August
1 partial restoration of £5 inserma-
tional wide-body schedule that
had been: oruncaiesd by about 158
due to the Adine taking a"salety
pause” after Al 771 crashoon june
12alits Atmedabad -Llond on Gat-
wicck flaght operated by a Boeing
THT amcralt, The kil resgombon s
expecterd fom Odobec

The comesa few days after
the prefiminary report into the
crash, which killed 260 peaple,
came out The report identified
the primary mgger of the scci-
dent—both engine fuel contmol
switrhes tranatiorng from RUN'
1o 'CUTOFF in quick suwcoession
mcments after lift-off. Thecases
behind transationanswhat theirn
vestigainrs ane now focussing on.

Apart o enhanded safety
imspections of the A-l's Boeing 7E7
fleet mandated by DECA afer the
irash, the airline abo decided 1o
diits o voluntary checks and
adopta cautious approachin Bight
operations, keading rodeLys and
cancellationsintheweekthat o
lenwed the orash,. Abrspuace choswires,
ower Pakistan and parts of West
Asia and night curfews a several
Ve seas airpor s compouinded
the disrugption The Tata group ir-
Tire Faned anmnoune el on jure 18 it
wias cutting wide-body intems
nional Bightsby 15K,

“That [ safety] pause enablied

Air India to perform additional
precautmnary checks on 1S
Boeing 787 aircraft as well as ac-
commadating nnger fyingtimes
arising from airs pace chosures
over Pakistan and the Midd k=
Eirst. The partial resumption will
see restoraion of some frequen-
cies from 168 August, rdative to
[y, with full restoration planned
Irom 152 October Z025,” the air-
line said Tuesday ina elease

Thie restorion will also s 3
fewe dhanges from e casfiersche-
dube, For instance. the fve-times-
a-week Ahmedabad-London
Ceanwick service will be replaced
by a thrice-weekly service (o
Lordan Heathsow rom August 1

Delhi- London Heathrow and
Dethi-Zunich Gghit freuences xe
being reinstated to weeldy 24
Mighes.are five fights, respectively
Delii-Tokya Haneda and Db
Seoul Mghts, whose weeldy fre-
quencies was reduced by two
fights each, are being reinstated
to sever and fve weekly Mights
respectivehy The airine is also e
instating itsthnce-veeky Delli-
Mairobi servioe tll Augnest-onad, o
terwiich itwill be suspenched for
thewholeof Septemnber.

g schiedule reductions tken
a5 part ol the Safery Pause had
been implemented until 31 July
2125 and the restoration to full
operation i being phased, some
servioes initially planned o oper
ate between 1 Augustand 30 5ep-
tember 2025 will be removed
rom schedue,” thieaifine said.
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UK AVIATION REGULATOR SAYS SAFETY NOTICE ADECADE OLD

‘Boeing jet fuel valves notice reposted in May
only to reﬂect contact mfonnatlun change’

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHL JULY 1S

THE BRITISH avial ion regul ator.
UK Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA ) did not issue any safiety
niotice in May this year mandat-
ing spection ol Boeing atraaflt
due o concerns over fuel shut-
ol valwes,

The notice that has been
dquiabed i some reports and is
doing munds on social media
Wil \-ﬂrl;l‘ul..nl[:,' issued in 2005,
and wasre-upinaded onthe CAA
website on May 15 this year to
just reflect a change in the
agency's contact informa tion,
the CAA clerified to The kdion
Expiress

The CAA also said that it has
no technical concern about
Bosing arcralt and s mon adked
British operators of Boeing
planes for ary action Bllowing
the preliminary report into the
June 12 crash of an Air India

MTEHIEHMHI ABOUT BOEING PLANES'

THE LKCAA wid

The Iraian Express it has
not asked British operators
of Boeing planes foramy
action following the
prefiminary report info
the June 12 crash of an Air
India Boeing 787- 8 alrcraft
inAhmiedabad,

Boemng THI-BE amwcralt in
Abmedabad “To clarify that the
safety notice [Number 5M-
2015/005) was issuedin 2015
The document was updated an
May 15,202 5o updatethe con-
tact email address on the docw
el [Nt T he |pt:1.'|':' oy [he
cntactemail address, ourweb-
i fu ] B documeEnt as il
it weats anew document,” a CAA
spalesperson stid in rEsponse i
queries on the issue, clearing
coenfusmn,

Gaven the |'||.|h-|||' | il ]
around the Air India crash and
the recently-released predimi-
nary investigation report that
identifieed fuel supply cut-offf as
the primary trigger for the acd-
dent, the wad safety nobice per-
tairang o fud shumflvalves on
various Boeingaircrat including
the 787 led o comsiderable L1 o
ulation insections of the Indian
rews mecia md social media

T Indlien Expres cormpared
both versors of the safety notice

SMN-2005/005, and Dund thesmnio
B the saime it the &g eplian
of theemail address mentioned.

“WhilsrtheAbr india acodent
nwestigation is ongoing. we do
not have any technecal concern
with regardsio Boring products
and we dio not regju re amy addi-
tional actions [mm UK opema-
tors,” the CAA spokes person sad
In response o qQuenss on
whether the UK regulator is go-
i o dinect Brirish camiers o
mndut deecks on their Bosing
AWt

‘With the probe into Uhe Air
Irelia crash focusing on the en-
gine i eloo mml switches, India’s
aviation safety regulator, the
DECA has asked for inspection
af the saatches’ koc kng mechs-
nisrmanmost of the India-reg s
tered Boelng commearncial aircralt
b Juiby 21 in b wiith £ he SAITHR
issuwed by the US Federal FAAn
December 2018

FULL REPORT ON
winwindianexpress.com
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Air India to operate 3 weekly flights to London
Heathrow from August 1, replacing Gatwick

Suspension of services on Amritsar-London (Gatwick), Goa (Mopa)-London
(Gatwick), Bengaluru-Singapore and Pune-Singapore to continue till Sept 30

MPOST BUREAL

MUMBAI: Air India has said
that it will operate flight ser-
vices between Ahmedabad
and London Heathrow from
Aungust 1, I't.'PL.‘IEII'.I.B the exist-
ing Ahmedabad-Gatwick route,
and announced a partial resump-
tion of services on domestic and
international routes, which it had
suspended last month after the
fatal Boeing 787-8 plane crash.
At the same time, the sus-
pension of services on Amrit-
sar-London  (Gatwick), Goa
iMopa)-London  (Gatwick),
Bengaluru-Singapore and Pune-
Singapore would continue ll
Seplember 30, the airline said
The Tata Group airline had
last month decided to observe a

“Safety Pause” in the aftermath of
the June 12 Boeing 787-8 plane
crash that killed 260 P-:uph'_

The partial resumption will
see restoration of some fre-
quencies from August 1, rela-
tive to July, with full restoration
Fllanntd from October 1, Air
India said.

On June 12, the London-
bound Boeing 787 Dream-

KEPRESENTATIVE PIL [

liner tov Jowses thrust within
suﬁmbdﬂf taking off from
the Ahmedabad Airport and
Eluughnd inlo a medical college

tel, killing all but one of the
242 onboard and another 19 on
the ground in the deadliest avia-
tion accident in a decade,

The airline said that the
pause enabled it to perform
additional precautionary checks

on its Boeing 787 aircralt as well
as accommodate longer (ly-
ing tmes ansing froim airspace
closures over Pakistan the
Middle East. From August 1 to
September 30, Air India will
upn:mh:llighls three times a week
between Ahmedabad and Lon-
don (Heathrow), replacing cur-
rently operating 5x 'm:dd}' lﬁl.gl'ﬂ_l;
between Ahmedabad and Lon-
don (Gatwick), the Tata Group-
owned airline said,

Besides, the Iwn-w::kl}' Ser-
vices that were curtailed on the
Delhi-Londen (Heathrow) are
being reinstated from July 16,
with all 24x weekly fights oper-
ating from July 16 onwards while
the Services on the Delhi-Zurich
route will be increased to 5x
lm:::b:.l!,', effective Augist 1 fromm

four weekly services al present.

Air India also said that it will
reinstate twio weekly services on
the Diedhi-Tokyo [ Haneda) route,
which were earlier curtailed,
with all 7x weekly flights oper-
ating from J‘l.ugu}:r.i 153:::“3&5.
while the two weekly services
which were reduced on the
Delhi-Seoul (Incheon) route will
be reinstated from September
1, which will see all 5x wctk]}'
flights in operations.

As the schedule reductions
taken as parl of the Safety Pause
hiad been implemented until 31
July and the restoration to full
operation is being phased, some
services initially planned 1o oper-
ate between August | and 30 Sep-
tember will be removed from the
schedule, the airline said.
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Woman, daughter booked for
ruckus on Delhi-Mumbai flight

SLALITHA @& Mew Dol

A mother-daupghter duo has
b booked for eresting panic
aboard a SpiceJet Might Trom
Delhl to Mumbai on Monday
evening, after allegedly hanging
on the cockpit door and disrupt-
Ing operatlons, cousing ansiows
maments fior 190 passengers,

The incident occurred on
board SG 9282, a Boelng 737 alr-
craft, which was origlnally
scheduled to depart at 12 noon
but had alresdy been resched
tlesd o 4. 30 pmL

As the plane hegan taxiing for
take-off, the two women began
yvelling that the airconditioning
was Inndequeste and unfis-
tened their seatbelts 10 4
rush toward the cockplt, S
sourees said s

“They began banging T
an the cockpit door, de-
manding it be opened.
The cabin crew attempted
to restrain them, but the duo el
bowed thelr way through. ™ ssid
A souree. The cockpit remained
locked and one of the pilots
msle an announcement wrging
the women o return to thelr
sents. The flight had to be taken
back to the bay and the passen

5

‘Despite requests, they
refused to retum to seats’

In a statement, the aidine sald, "Daspite
repeated requests by the cabin crew,
fellow passengers, and the Captain,
they refused to return to their seats, In
the interest of the safety of all
passengers and crew, the Captaln
decided to retirn the aircraft to the bay,
and the passengers were off loaded.
They wee subsequently handed over to
the CISE" A case hasbeen filed in the
matter, said avthorities.

pers were delayed Murther The Might
finally departed around 7.15 pm
Arcording to the sources, the co
passengers were Visibly dis-
. furbed, with some demand-
O ing the woamen either calm
down or deboard. Con-
cerned over the aafety
breach, the airline decided
to affload the pair handed
thesn over to the CISF, and fled
o police complaint
“"This kind of violent behaviour
cannol be lolerated,” a source saild,
adding that the airline filed & police
complalnt against the family The
Delii Police is investigating the case,
and further action will be taken
based on the Ondings.
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Alr India to partially restore
overseas flights from Aug 1

EN5 ECONOMIC BURE AU b Dl

AIR INDIA is partislly restor-
ing its overseas flight schedule,
which had been curtalled under
a "safety pause ollowing the
tragic accident of AIT71 on

leased Saturday night, stated
both engine fuel switches had
moved to the “"CUTOFF posi-
tion seconds after takeofl, lead
ing to o loss of thrust and the
eventual crash

Air India sail on Tuesday

June 12, 2025, The partial A safety pons ennbled them

res umpt bon will see res. "
foration of requencies 8

twve to July, with full
restaration planned
fram 15t October 2025,
The Tata Group alriine s de
cision to restore its overseas
fBights comes davs after India's
Alroralt Accldent Investigation
Buréau { AAIB) published its re-
port om the fatal Air India plane
crash thof killed 360 people in
Ahmedabad. The report, re

L, -"-""F.:
from 1st August, rels i )
gust, re L %

to perform additional
precautionary checks
onits Hoedn g 787 airaraft
as well o8 accommodate
lon ger Nying times aris-
Ing [rom alrspace closures
over Pakistan and the Middieo
East. From August 1 to Septem-
b 30, Air India will operate 3
weekly Mights between Ahmedn
bad and London (Heathrow), re-
placing currently operating 5x
weekly Mights between Ahmeda
bad and Loandon (Gat widk),
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UK issued Boeing risk
weeks before Al crash

UK issued Boeing risk weeks before AlL..

ﬁﬂ"ﬁ#‘w WORLD PILOT BODY Coatinwed fram» P11 [ess than A_IJ and eslz_ihl.is.h whether it report noted inits preliminary  Spicefet, and IndiCo.Fuel con-
URGES REFRAIN a month later, on June 12, the  affects any of their aircraft. report on the Air India crash  trol switches regulate the Oow
& the Aircraft Accident - London-bound Air India According to Safety Notice,  that fuel control swilches, which  of fise into an aircrafis engines.
T eitin . B hu-‘m note of Dreamliner crashed moments  for those aircraft where the AD regulate the flow of fuel toeach  They have two positions: RUN
( '\AIB}Bin i lii- ANB's P"Ei_lmﬂa".l' report into after take-off fromm Ahmedabad,  requires daily checks tobe per-  engine, unexpeciedly moved to and CUT OFE Located under
T i h"’“"d“ﬁam‘_’ﬂ'h“ killing 260 people. This Safety  formed, operators have an "CUTOFF shortly after liftoff.  the thrust levers in a Boeing
Faf}' lr&"““ﬁ?'—“-r“ "-'P‘-‘rg manth, !i‘! [“h'.m.m“al , Motice (SN] provides the option for this to be accom-  which cansed both engines to 787, these switches must be
o i e :”“”” Federation of Air Line Pilots process which will enable oper-  plished by either engineering or - shut down, deliberately pulled before
*T'll‘fhm that killed 260 peo-  Associations (IFALPA) has urged ators to utilise Flight Crew to by Flight Crew. Where an oper- In response to the AAIR changing position-ensuring
ple, it h"f L :n-u.-rgrd E]m[ 98 DENTHock W KHRIEN S carry out the tasks that are ator decides that the daily findings, the Directorate accidental shutoffs are virtual-
the Ulh Civil Aviation speculations. *Whilst this roquined on a daily basis, where  checks willbe accomplished by General Civil Aviation (DGCA) 1y impossible. Not only Indian
Authority ';C-’_’h"'l:' had updat- preliminary mpmthﬁrits-r!urr ; this is permitted in the applic-  engineering then each check  has directed all aittines to check carriers, but major airlines
':'3"1 about 5]““:["” f‘-_“-'l system.  CHRARES EMSHE Misiy (USROS, 1t able AD. The Continuing mustbecorrectlyactioned and  fuel switch locking systems in - across the world have started
issues on Boeing aircraft just S ThOF POUKACEE M N Airworthiness Management recorded to demonstrate com-  Boeing 787, 737 planes and  checking the locking mecha-
four weeks earlier. SV O PR 6 5 CAS L Organisation (CAMO) for pliance with the AT complete the process by Juby 21, nism in the fuel switches of
The L'BE Civil :"l\'lalllt‘rn can oy be mg_,art.‘radas operators of Boeing B737, B757, The matter came to the fore There are over 150 such air- Boeing 787 aircrafl following
Authority’s [CAA) Safety w:& “':L:_TL':FM B767, B777, BY87 aircraft after the Aircraft Accidemt craftin Indian fleets, including  the initial findings in the imves-
Notice SN-2015/005, issued  '® @ EDON CORTUC O should immediately make Investigntion Burean (AAIB)in  those operated by AirIndia, Air  tigation of an Air India aircraft
;ﬂ Ma}f?;i 5215- E;I'l-’i;td Hﬂ ::vmm:jﬁp: e themselves aware of the relevant  its preliminary investigation India Express, Akasa Air, which crashed last month.
oeing 737, 757,767, 777 an y &
787 uﬁcral.urs to review US SLEA Cllgss 5 e £ 12k
pilate as its members fram

FAA Airworthiness Directives
(AD) and implement imme-
diate inspections or replace-
ments. It stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring compliance
through either enginesring
teams or flight crews and
mandated updates to flight
operations manuals.

“The FAA has issued an
Airworthiness Directive
addressing a potential unsafe
condition affecting fuel shut-

off valves)it said. The UK

across 100 countries.

CAA has darified that Boeing
Safety Notice Was an
Administrative Update not
as warning.

“Operators of Boeing air-
craft should immediately

make themselves aware of

the relevant AD and establish
whether it affects any of their
aircraft.”

Continued on % P4
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Cockpit Confusion

he tragedy of Air India flight 171 has, in its after-

math, thrown up far more questions than answers.

In an era of rigorous aviation standards, redundant
systems, and near-flawless fail-safes, how a modern air-
craft like the Boeing 787-8 could crash within seconds
of take-off ~ in clear weather and with no warning from
the crew - demands urgent clarity. What makes this dis-
aster chilling is the apparent cause unearthed in the pre-
liminary probe: both fuel control switches were in the
“cut-off" position, a setting meant to shut down engines
after landing. Their simultaneous de-activation shortly
after lift-off led to an immediate loss of thrust and trig-
gered the aircraft’'s descent into an Ahmedabad medical
students’ canteen. While the switches were returned to
the “run” position and engine relight procedures auto-
matically initiated, the aircraft had neither the time nor
the altitude to recover. These switches are not vulnerable
to casual or accidental engagement. They are protected
by physical locks and guard brackets. It would require
deliberate - and most likely coordinated - movement to
de-activate both. The cockpit voice recorder captures
one pilot asking the other why the cut-off was initiated.
The response: a denial. But in the absence of speaker id-
entification, the statement only deepens the ambiguity.
Was it human error? Sabotage? Systemic failure? None
of these possibilities can yet be ruled out. Investigators
are not suggesting foul play, but they are clearly unner-
ved by the implication that someone in the cockpit may
have, however improbable that may seem in light of the
time available, manually initiated the cut-off. That pos-
sibility alone ~ if confirmed ~ would shift the investigati-
on from mechanical to psychological territory. In this
case, silence is not just an absence of data -~ it is the loud-
est clue we have. But this finding should not become the
red herring that diverts attention from the possibility of
equipment malfunction. The fact that the cockpit voice
recorder still lacks voice attribution points to a deeper
gap in post-crash protocols. In high-stakes scenarios,
swift and confident identification of speakers should be
standard. Without it, critical seconds of decision-making
remain anonymous, stalling accountability and hinder-
ing systemic reforms that could prevent future tragedies.
To complicate matters, an advisory issued some years
ago by a major aviation regulator had flagged potential
inconsistencies in similar fuel switch installations. The
aircraft model involved in this crash shares that switch
design. Yet, because the advisory was not classified as a
mandatory directive, the recommended inspections were
never carried out. Mechanical failure has not been con-
firmed, but it also hasn't been ruled out. Neither fuel
contamination nor engine design flaws have been sub-
stantiated. The Ram Air Turbine deployment confirms
total engine loss, but not its cause. Without cockpit video
footage - along-standing demand from some investiga-
tors - determining who did what remains speculative.
This tragedy demands two immediate responses: the
global standardisation of cockpit video recordings and
a thorough re-examination of safety-critical components,
however minor they may seem. Families deserve
answers, not ambiguities. And in aviation, silence - even
in a few unaccounted-for seconds - can be fatal.

Em%sm“ Tue, 15 July 2025 @

https://epaper.thestatesman.c
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CheckfuelswitchesofBoeing
planes: DGCA directsairlines

Thisimportantdirective comes daysafter the AAIBreleased its15-page preliminaryreport

== _RRNDW...

LTI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI 14 JULY
viation safety watchdog
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
ondaydirected airlines
to carry out checks on the locking
mechanismof fuel control switches
of Boeing aircraft in their fleets.
Thisimportantdirective comes
days after the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) released
its 15-page preliminary report of
the probe into the tragic Air India
Boeing Dreamliner crashat Ahmed-
abad on June 12, in which 260
people were killed.

According to one of the impaortant
findings of the report which was
released on early Saturday, was
that the twin engines of the ill-
fated Boeing plane shut down sec-
onds after take-offas the fuel supply
was cut off.

Both fuel control switches sup-
plying fuel to the engines of Air
India flight 171 were turned offin
quick succession, shutting down
both the engines, before the plane
crashed in Ahmedabad seconds
aftertaking off, revealed the report
ofthe Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB).

The report rmised fresh concerns
over the aircraft's engine fuel cutoff

switches, as they transitioned from
‘Run’ to ‘Cutoff’ just 3 seconds
after take-off.

The cockpit voice recording of
the crashed plane revealed one
pilot asking the other: “Why did
youcutoff?” towhich his colleague
replied: “I didn't.”

The AAIB report also mentions
FAA's2018 bulletin thathad wamed
of a potential malfunction of the
fuel control switches, manufactured
by US-based Honeywell, in a few
Boeing models such as the 737s
which also use the same switches.

Thebulletin recommended that
carriers operating Boeingmodels,
including the Dreamliner, inspect

the locking mechanism of the fuel
cut-off switches—astep nottaken
byAirIndia, according to the AAIB
report.

AirIndiainformed investigators
that it did not carry out suggested
inspectionsas they were "advisory”
in nature and not “mandatory”.

However, after the Air India
crash, some airlines, such as
Emirates, thathave Boeing planes
in their fleets, are reported to be
carrying out checks on the fuel
switchlocking mechanismon their
own after the crash as part of
enhanced safety measures.

Meanwhile, the USA's Federal
Aviation Administration has
informed civilaviation authorities
ofother countries that fuel control
switch designs, including thelocking
feature, installed in Boeing planes,
including the Dreamlinerinvolved
inthe AirIndia crashat Ahmedabad,
are safe.

The USaviation safety regulator
has stated that no airworthiness
directive is deemed necessary for
Boeing operators at this time.

Criticising the preliminary report
released by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) regard-
ing the tragic AirIndia plane crash
on June 12 in Ahmedabad, the
Indian Pilots Guild (IPG) on Monday
said the present findings are insuf-
ficient in key areas including unex-
plained dual engine shutdown
and absence of detailed cockpit
communication.

Reacting to the report, the
Indian Pilots Guild said, “We find
the current report incomplete in
critical areas — specifically the
unexplained dual engine shutdown
and absence of detailed cockpit
communication.”
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Direct flights to Kathmandu:
From September, after a gap
of almost five years, Kolkata
to Kathmandu direct flight
services will start. Buddha
Air, a Nepal based private air-
lines operator has come for-
ward to operate ATR-72
flights with 72-seater pas-
senger capacities and will
operate flights four days a
week daily. Though the tim-
ings and date has not been
announced, it has been
finalised that the four week-
Iy flights will be on Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Sat-
urday from NSCBI Airport,
Kolkata to Tribhuvan Interna-
tional Airport in Kathmandu.
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DGCA data reveals 65 in-flight
engine failures since 2020

Malfunctions Occurring At Rate Of Nearly One Incident A Month

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Sixty-five in-
flight engine shutdowns in
five years. Eleven “MAYDAY™
distress calls from aircraft
cockpits in17 months, exclud-
ing the London-bound Al-171
that crashed in Ahmedabad
on June 12 and a diverted do-
mestic IndiGo flight.

These numbers, obtained
by TOI through a Right to In-
formation (RTT) query to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), suggest a
scary reality: engine mal-
functions plague airlines op-
erating in India at the rate of
nearly one incident a month.

Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau’s report men-
tioning fuel cut-off toengines
of the crashed Al Boeing T87-8
Dreamliner fits the broader
pattern of technical failures
being handled by experi-
enced pilots —until one crops

L AT TR i
RTI data shows that between Jan
1, 2024 & May 31, 2025, there were
Mayday calls from 11 flights,
seeking emergency landing

upthat is unmanageable,
DGCA data covers all en-
gine shutdowns, including
fallures during take-off and
mid-air. “A total of 65 inci-
dents related to in-flight shut-
down of engines from 2020 to
2025 (till date) were reported
across India,” states the avia-
tion regulator’s RTIreply.
Inall6aof these instances,
pilots were able to safely ma-

noeuvre aircraft to the near-
estairport withasingle, unaf-
fected engine. Experts attri-
bute engine shutdowns to
technical issuesranging from
low fuel to turbine malfunc-
tion and faulty electronic

components.
“Primary causes of en-
gine shutdowns include

blocked fuel filters, fuel con-
tamination with water, inter-
rupted fuel supply to engines,
and foreign objects entering
engine stack, all of whichcan
haltflight operations,” Capt C
SRandhawa, president of the
Federation of Indian Pilots,
told TOT.

The RTI data shows that
between Jan 1, 2024, and May
31, 2025, there were MAYDAY
calls from 11 flights, reporting
various technical glitches
and seeking emergency land-
ing. Besides AI-171, the list
doesn'tincludea June 19 Indi-
Go flight from Guwahati to

Chennai that had to be redi-
rected to Bengaluru due to
congestion at the destination,
only for the aircraft to report
low fuel around 35km before
landing.

RTI data reveals that four
of the 11 flights issued dis-
tress calls due to technical
glitches and landed at Hvde-
rabad.

Airline Pilots" Associ-
ation of India states that
MAYDAY signals are exclu-
sively used inlife-threatening
situations, distinguishing
them from “Pan Pan"” urgen-
cyalerts.

“Flightcrew initiate MAY-
DAY calls when confronted
with critical emergencies
such as aircraft fires, engine
failures or situations posing
imminent danger, necessitat-
ing immediate landing or
groundingas continued flight
becomes unsafe,” said Anil
Rao, secretary of ALPA India.
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Fight between 2 flyers prompts Delhi-Mumbai flight’s return to bay

Tinves NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A verbal altercation bet-
ween two unruly women passengers
aboard a taxiing SpiceJet Delhi-
Mumbai flight prompted the air-
craft’s return to bay and ended in

both flyers being handed over to
CISF at Indira Gandhi International
Airporton Monday.

Sources said the duo began quar-
relling almost as soon as the aircraft
begantaxiing andeventried toforce-
fully approach the cockpit. Fellow

passengers and crew members requ-
ested them to return to their seats so
thatthe plane, SG 9282, could take off.
Even the pilot made an announce-
ment, urging them to stop fighting,
but the women turned a deaf ear to
pleas, disrupting the flight’s depar-

ture. “In the interest of the safety of
all passengers and crew, the captain
decided to return the aircraft to the
bay, and the passengers were offloa-
ded. They were subsequently han-
ded over to CISE,” a SpiceJet spoke-
sperson said.
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