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Hit by bird, Al flight lands safely
at Thiruvananthapuram airport

Times News NETWoORK

Thiruvananthapuram:
An Air India Airbus A320
flight from New Delhi en-
countered a bird strike
about 200 feet above the
ground during its final
approach towards Thiru-
vananthapuram Interna-
tional Airport on Sunday
evening.

Despite the sirike, the
pilot executed a smooth
and safe landing at the air-
port. As per protocol,
Airports Authority of In-

dia flagged the aircraft
for a detailed technical
inspection.

The aircraft, designed
to board around 180 passen-
gers, remained grounded
overnight. This had cas-
cading operational effects
—thereturnflight, A12455
from Thiruvananthapu-
ram to New Delhi sched-
uled for Sunday night, was
cancelled. The flight even-
tually departed on Monday
morning. Thiruvanan-
thapuram airport has been
grappling with bird strikes

of late. Back in March, en-
vironmental experts
warned of increasing bird
density near runways,
fuelled by nearby waste
dumps that attracted avian
wildlife, highlighting the
heightened risk toaircraft.

Following this, the city
corporation  intervened
and proposed a meat ren-
dering plant near the air-
port with funding assist-
ance from Adani Group,
the airport operator. How-
ever, the proposal was
dropped.
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Adani Group secures $1 b
financing for Mumbai
airport development

ﬂur Bureau
Muirribad

The Adani Groupannounced
on Tuesday that it has se-
cured $1 billion in financing
for the Mumbai airport from
global investors and insur-
ance companies.

The transaction involves
the issuance of $750 million
notes maturing July 2029,
which will be used for refin-
ancing.

The financing structure
also includes a provision to
raise an additional $250 mil-
lion, resulting in toral finan-
mngcf'ﬁ] billion.

This framework  will

provide enhanced financial
flexibility for the capital ex-
penditure  programme of
Mumbai International Air-
port Limited (MIAL) for de-
velopment, modernisation,
and capacity enhancement,
the group said.

The rransaction was led by
Apollo-managed funds, with
participation from a syndie-
ate of leading institutional
investors and insurance
companies, which included
BlackRock-managed funds
and Standard Chartered,
among others.

This is the second debt re-
financing transaction for the
group’s airports within a
month.
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Flyers to pay up toX1,225
as user fee at Navi Mumbai

[ ]
Our Bursau
Murnba

Flyers will be levied wp w
11225 as user development
fee at the Navi Mumbai xir-
rt with the Airport Eco-
r.rmlc REWJ[IRWTMJ‘IML‘\
[AERA) approving the ad hoc
1.a:rLI'I'pmmeL
“-.L'.-'I.MI.LITL]IU.I:II.I'P{.II.'LI.'ZE&
pected o begin operations
from Auvgust-eod. While do-
miestic flighs will commence
first, the sirpart is abso en-
couraging intermtions ser-
vices and has secured the
nad o waive landing fee for
overses routes for one year,
AERA has allowed UDF of
TH20 and T1, 225 respectively
for pasien departing on
domestic lI:E-I:I:'u.l 3 inlzam-
tiomal flights. Passengers ar-

rivinog on domestic and mter
national  fights  will be
charged T270 and T525

ru::ﬁl‘h‘uh‘.
n.gul:l'.nr, however,

turmed down the Navi Mum-
bai airport’s propesal for

higher rates.

HIGHER RATES

“Proposal of the =

erator for UDF mmﬁ!ﬁ
charges needs to be rational-
el and moderated ™ AERA
said.

The regulator also rased
queitiong an the tarifl rate
card given by the airport op-
ertor for crgo operutions
and termed it 28 comphex.
However, the same is being
conadered for time being,
and the airport has been
asked to simplify its rates for
CIrR0 SETVioes.
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DGCA inspects
major airports
to boost safety

A
Ouir Busheau
Harve Bl

Imdia’s civil awiation regu-
lator has comducted ingpec-
Hons 3 major airports, -
cluding Delhi and Mumbai,
to strengthen safery meas-
wres  acreas  the  sdation
SeClon

Acvording o the Director-
ate General of Chdl Aviation
(DMGCA),  the mspections
were carried out last week
during “night and early
morning hours™ under #ts
omprehensive surveilbanes
insiatmve.

FLIGHT DPERATIONS
Two teams, led by the Faine
Director General-level ol
Beer, condiscted mspections
at major wirports, including
Delhi and Mumbai.

The surveillance covered
critical areas such as Eit;hl
operations,  airworthiness,
ramp safety, air traffic con-
trol and pre-flight medical
evahitions. The mspections
revemled severnl ety coTt-
cerng, incduding ineflective
momitoring and inadeguate
rectification of defects on
aircralt, urserviceahle

und handling equipment,
Er-lh'-] poar Line nu?imu.-n.m-:
stores and toal control pro-
cedires. =This process of
comprehendive surveilbanee
will comtime in the Futiore to
detect hamands in the sys-
i, ™ the DGCA said.
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Qatar airspace
closure disrupts
flights from
Kerala airports

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS: Flights from Thiru-
vananthapuram and Kochi
airports were disrupted on
Monday due to the closure
of Qatar’s airspace.

Kochi's Air India Express
flightto Muscatwas diverted,
and Air India's Doha-bound
flightwas cancelled. A Qatar
Airways flightarrivingat Ko-
chiwas delayed, affecting its
return journey.

Similarly, Air Arabia and
Etihad flights to Abu Dhabi
from Kochi were delayed.

Thiruvananthapuram's
Gulf Air flight to Bahrain
returned, while Emirates
and Qatar Airways services
to Dubai and Doha were
held. Air India Express
flights to Dammam and
Dubaiwere also delayed.

Passengers were advised
to check with airlines for
updates.
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AERA Clears UDF for
Navi Mum Airport

MUMBAI Regulator
AERA has approved an

ad-hoc user develop-
ment fee (UDF) of uptoe] 225 at
Navi Mumbai atrport. Flyers will
pay t620/71,225 (departures) and

£270/7525 (arrivals) for domes
tiefinternational routes, -PT
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Address Safety
Lapses withina
Week:DGCAto
Airlines, Airports

Mumbai: Recurring aireraft de-
fects, unserviceable grownd
handling gear, and faded run-
way markings are among o
range of safety lapses discove-
red by the civil aviation regula-
tor after an intensive survey of
key alrporis Including Delhl
and Mumbai.

The Directorate General of Cl-
vil Aviation (DGCA) has ordered
airport operators and aiclines to
address these safely concerns
withinaweek.

The inspections come on the he-
els ol the June 12 crash of an Air
India plans in Alhmedabad, kil
ling 241 pecple on board the air-
craft and 3 on the ground. The ac-
clebent trigpered a sharp regulato-
rv spotlight on the country s avin:
tom aafety practices,

The DGCA sald it launched the
inspections subsequent to its
June 19 safety order mimed at
tightening oversight bn the clvil
aviation sector “We have [ndtia
todl a focused nssecsmont of the
aviatioh ecosveiem o streng
then safety measures across the
soctor,” the regulntor said in a
statement.

Two DGCA teams, led by the jo-
it director genernl, eanductod
overnight and early morning
checks at major aliports. It cove-
red aircraft operations, muints-
niince practices, ramp safety, air

traffic  contral,

comumunication
o nnd  navigation
systemms, and me-
Y dical checks,
The inspections
Inspections  rovenled  recur
ravealed ring issuss that
recurring hai been Naggoed
previously bt
were not propecly
nddressed. "l
m tiple cases where.
properly In the reparted de-
addressed  JUCIS re-appedntod
Y times o thio
alveraft indieating the ineffecti-
v monitoring and inadequate
roctification action on the do-
fecls! repeated  defects,” the
DGO A sadd.

Theregulatornlsofound wnser
wieeable ground handling equip-
ment such ns dnmaged baggage
tralleys and Lifting devices, and
lapses Im basle maintenance
practices

“Line maintenance stores, tool
control procedures were not fol-
lowed. During maintenance af
aiverafl, the work order wis not
followed. Thie unserviceabls
thrust reverser system and Flap
Slat Lever were not locked. Du-
ring malntenance, safety pre-
cautions found not taken by
AME as per AN, itnoted,

L Soiied cased, mnlnbemane ehg-
Ineersdidnotattend todefocts and
Iailed tn log critical issoes Nagsed
by abvralt systems “Defiel e
ports generated by the aireraft sy
stem were not found recorded in
the technicnl loghool.®

The DGCA also rajsed concerns
OVEr BMBrEenCY prepardness, po-
knting out thot "severn] life vests
were not properly secured bens
ath thelr desigmnted seate.”
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Group Refinances $750 M
Debt of Mumbai Airport Unit

Mumbai: Adani Abrports Hol-
dinggs (AAHL) hiws secured a 750
nmillion refinanceof debtat Mum
busi International Airport (MLAL)
backed by inlernational funds
such as Apolio, BlackRock and
Standard Chartered, people awa-
renof the matter told ET,

The deal refinances an older se-
flor seciied priviate placement
note taken from Apollo in 2022
The new notes maturing in July
2029 are piioed & 6.9% . This will
b India’s first investment grade-
rated private bond issuance in
the alrport lnfrastirueture sec-
tor The transaction structurs al-
s0 allows the operator o rise an
ndditional $250 million il requi-

redd. Sources saild the company
may look at other investors lora-
Ise cheaper funds for the remal-
ning £250 million

One of the mein lenders buis be-
en Athene, an Apollo unit Other
major lenders incleded Black:

Rock-mnmaged Munds,
Standartd Chartersd,
H Metlife, FWD Insu-
£ FaneE, afmong tlhers
As the new notes are
investment grade, the covenants
g also Lghitor accordbng Lo sour-
ees, “Weexpect MIAL's bond hol-
ders tobenefit froam a robust cash
Now waterfall mechanism and
covenants that restrict cash up-
stresuming to sharcholders and
limit debt,” s per Fitch Ratings
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Adani Group to demerge
airports businessin 2 yrs

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, June 24

ADANI AIRPORT HOLDINGS
(AAHL), the country’s second
largest airport operator (by
passengers serviced) will be
the first of the several sub-
sidiaries to get demerged
from parent Adani Enter-
prises, a senior official said
onTuesday.

Speaking to shareholders
at the 33rd annual general
meetingof Adani Enterprises,
its CFO, Jugeshinder Singh
said, “The asset that could be
ready for a potential
demergerunder ourrisk and
governance guidelines, most
likely would be airports.”

With seven airports under
operation, includinginterna-
tional airports at Mumbai,
Ahmedabad and Lucknow
and an eighth under con-
struction which is at Navi
Mumbai, AAHL is just behind
GMR Airports, the country's
largest airportoperator,

“From our own assess-
ment, we think that this
would beready (for demerger)
by 2027-28. However, these
decisions are left to the
boards of the respective com-
panies and of the manage-
ment at that point in time,”
Singh added.

The Adani Group had ear-
lier spoken about raising cap-
ital for AAHL through an ini-
tial public offering. AAHL,
which hoelds controlling
equity in unlisted companies
that manage and run its air-
ports,is a 100% subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises.

“(Theairports business) is
also one of the assets that

INANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TG LEAD

JUGESHIMDER SINGH,
CFO, ADAN| ENTERPRISES

The asset that could
be ready for a poten-
tial demerger under
our risk guidelines,
most likely would

be airports

(The airports
business) is also
one of the assets
that takes up
a lot of our
capital
investments

takes up a lot of our capital
investments," Sin ghadded.

On Tuesday, AAHL said it
secured $1 billion financing
through a project finance
structure for the Mumbai
International Airport (MIAL).

The transaction involves
issuance of 575 0million notes
maturing in July 2029 which
shall be used for refinancing.
The financing structure also
includes provision to raise an
additional § 250 million.

“This framework will pro-
vide enhanced financial flex-
ibility forthe capital expendi-
ture programme of MIAL for
develﬂpment, modernisa-
tion, and capacity enhance-
ment," AAHLsaidin arelease.

The transactionwas led by
Apollo-managed funds, with
participation from a syndi-

Wed, 25 June 2025
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7762202!

From our own
assessment, we
think that this
would be ready
(for demerger)
by 2027-28

cate of leading institutional
investors and insurance com-
panies, whichincluded Black-
Rock-managed funds, 5tan-
dard Chartered amongothers.

AAHL served 94 million
passengers in FY25,agrowth
of 7% compared to FY24.

It aims to nearly triple its
passenger handling capacity
to 200 million per annum by
2040 from 110 million cur-
rently through a phased
development plan.

During FY25,AAHL saw a
27% jump in revenues to
10,224 crore while earnings
before interest, tax,d eprecia-
tion and amortisation rose
43%to¥ 3,480 crore,ascom-
pared to FY24.

Its income before tax was
a loss of ¥5 crore,a reduction
of 93% compared to FY24.
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DGCA audit reveals multiple safety
violations, defects at major airports

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
detected multiple viola-
tions related to airlines, air-
ports, aircraft mainte-
nance works, and repeated
defects in multiple cases
during its surveillance at
major airports, an exercise
carried out in less than two
weeks after the Air India
plane crash.

Without disclosing
names of the airlines, air-
ports and other entities in
relation to the defects, the
regulator on Tuesday said
surveillance covered multi-
ple critical areas such as
flight operations, airwor-
thiness, ramp safety, Air
Traffic Control (ATC), Com-
munication,  Navigation
and Surveillance (CNS) sys-
tems, and pre-flight medi-
cal evaluations.

From a faded centre line
marking of a runway at an
airport to non-update of

Remedial measures: The aviation body says corrective actions are

expected within seven days. an

obstruction limitation data
for three years to a sche-
duled carrier’s domestic
flight being held up over
worn tyres, the watchdog
came across multiple de-
fects in the aviation
ecosystem.

Noting that the compre-
hensive surveillance will
continue in future to detect
hazards in the aviation eco-
system, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said the findings

have been communicated
to the entities concerned
for taking corrective ac-
tions within seven days.

Systemic errors

Two teams led by the Joint
Director-General carried
out the surveillance during
night and early morning
hours at major airports, in-
cluding Delhi and Mumbai
airports. In a detailed
statement about the sur-
veillance findings, the

DGCA listed multiple cases
wherein the reported de-
fects reappeared many
times on the aircraft indi-
cating ineffective monitor-

ing and inadequate
rectification.
In one case, the work or-

der was not followed dur-
ing maintenance of air-
craft, the DGCA said and
added that the unservicea-
ble thrust reverser system
and flap slat lever were not
locked.

Further, the regulator
said a simulator was found
not matching with the air-
craft configuration and
that the software was not
updated to latest version.

Besides, a domestic
flight of a scheduled car-
rier was held up due to
worn tyres and it was re-
leased only after the prop-
er rectification.

The DGCA said it had in-
itiated a focused assess-
ment to strengthen safety
measures across the avia-
tion ecosystem.
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Adani Airports
Holdings
raises $1 bn

for Mumbai
airport revamp

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAL

Adani Airports Holdings
Ltd. (AAHL), a wholly
owned subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises Ltd. said it has
secured $1 billion financing
through a project finance
structure for revamp of the
Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd. (MIAL).

The transaction involves
issuance of $750 million
notes maturing July 2029,
which will be used for
refinancing.

The financing structure
also includes provision to
raise an additional $250
million, resulting in total fi-
nancing of $1 billion, the
company said.

“This framework will
provide enhanced fnan-
cial flexibility for the capi-
tal expenditure program of
MIAL for development,
modernization, and capac-
ity enhancement,” it ad-
ded. The transaction was
led by Apollo-managed
funds, with participation
from a syndicate of leading
institutional investors and
insurance companies
which included BlackRock-
managed funds, Standard
Chartered among others.

This issuance follows
AAHL's $750 million fi-
nancing from a consortium
of global banks.

Meanwhile, Adani
Group Chairman Gautam
Adani said the group plans
to invest $15-20 billion a
year across businesses ov-
er the next five years to
chart out the next phase of
growth.

(With PTI inputs)
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Airport inspections
lift lid on safety gaps

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said on Tuesday it has
uncovered safety violations dur-
ing surprise surveillance checks
at major airports, ordering air-
lines and airport operators to
implement corrective measures
within seven days as partofa
comprehensive safety review of
the country's aviation sector
launched after the deadly Air
India crash in Ahmedabad.

The aviation regulator con-
ducted intensive night and early
morning surveillance opera-
tions at Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports and found what officials
described as systemic lapses
across aircraft maintenance,
ground operations, and airport
infrastructure.

The enhanced oversight, ini-
tiated through an order issued
on June 19 — a week after the
Air India crash that killed at
least 271 people — represents
one of the most comprehensive
safety assessments of India's
aviation ecosystem in recent
years, with similar reviews
planned for Hyderabad and
Kolkata airports.

The surveillance revealed

Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: All the remains
found from the Air India
flight 171 crash site in Ahmed-
abad have been identified
using DNA matching or facial
recognition, barring one case,
Gujarat health department
officials said on Tuesday, ten-
tatively putting the death toll
from India’s worst aviation

260 died in crash, say officials as
allsamples barring one identified

disasterin decades at 260. “So
far, the toll due to the plane
crash is 260. This includes 241
people on board and 19 non-
passengers. No new bodies
have been recovered...," saida
senior government official.
One DNA sample that
probably is of a passenger is
yet to be matched success-
fully, said Dr Rakesh Joshi,
superintendent of Ahmeda-
bad Civil Hospital. SP1

critical maintenance-related
violations that directly impact
flight safety, the regulator said
in a statement. “At places,
AMEs [aircraft maintenance
engineers] were not attending to
snag rectification; defect reports
generated by the aircraft system
were not found recorded in the
technical logbook; several life
vests were not properly secured
beneath their designated seats,”

the DGCA revealed.
AMEs are part of companies
that run engineering and main-
continued on 316

DGCA to get unit
for helicopters

PUNE: Civil aviation min-
ister Rammohan K
Naidu on Tuesday
announced that there
will be a dedicated heli-
copter directorate under
the DGCA, establishing
single-window regula-
tory oversight for the
country’s rotary-wing
aviation sector. =PT

(| FRWVIVI FAYE 1 )

He mainly targeted auto-rick-
shaw drivers, garbage collectors,
workers and labourers in the
area. [ remember soon after the
sterilisation drive, riots broke
out because people were being
forced for nasbandi and also to
leave their homes,” he said.

Rayeezuddin, 52, a business-
man, told HT that the camp in
the basement of DDA flats in
Dujana House was later con-
verted into a dispensary, and
then into a school. It is now
vacantand locked.

In Ajay Bose and John Dayal's
For Reasons of State - Delhi
Under Emergency, the authors
say government officials were
given quotas of 1,200-1,300
vasectomies and tubectomies in
a month and how Sanjay Gan-
dhi’s associate Rukhsana Sul-
tana converted her sewing
classes for old women into a
sterilisation camp. She chose
Dujana House, set up a shami-
ana and prepped a basement
into a sterilisation camp which
was to be inaugurated by the
lieutenant governor. However,
the local women refused to
come. Instead, the authorities
forced men, beggars, labourers
and outsiders, into trucks and
got them to Dujana House for
vasectomies.

Not that the women escaped.
Razia Qureshi, 76, said it was dif-
ficult for both men and women
in her Chawri Bazar area.

Qureshi said she also knew
women, although far less in
number, who were also being
forced for sterilisation.

“These were women who had
already had kids. There was
pressure from touts and instead
of the men in the family being
sterilised, some women were
opting in instead. They would go
to hospitals nearby and get the
procedure done. There were
teachers, policemen and party
workers who would also force
few women to undergo steriliza-
tion” The excesses weren't lim-
ited to Delhi.

In Bhiwani, 86-year-old
retired teacher Dharam Singh
said officials and police took
turns in villages to convince
locals for sterilisation. He said
that announcements were made
from a loudspeaker, asking every
man aged above 18 to assemble
ateither a government school or
a ‘chaupal (community hall).

“Nasbandi was not voluntary
but it was mandatory for all the
men aged above 18 and in some
villages, boys aged 16-17 were
also sterilised. The officers had
to fulfil their target. The police-
men along with administration
officials used to take a large
group of people in buses to a
nearby police station from there
they were rushed to a govern-
ment hospital where they were
being sterilised,” he added. In all,
222, 0000 people were sterilised
in Haryana in 1976-77.

Jagroop Singh, 84, a farmer
from Rohtak district, said that
police would even sneak into
houses to catch men and send
them to hospital for sterilisation.
“Men avoided going to market,
government offices and even
from going to their relatives
homes with a fear of police
arrest, which eventually sent
them to hospitals for nasbandi.
Whenever men got a tip-off
about police movement, they ran
away towards fields.”

“Officials would stop irriga-
tion water in the canals from
flowing to villages with fewer
sterilisations,”

Back in old Delhi, Razzak said
decadal shifts had blunted public
memory of the coercive drives,
and other survivors have left the
area. But his generation still
remembers the protests, vio-
lence, protests, and radio
announcements “How can one
forget what happened to our
friends and neighbours?”

SAFETY VIOLATIONS

tenance services. Typically, they
are partof the airline but can at
times include contractors. The
regulator did not identify any
specific provider.

During aircraft maintenance,
inspectors discovered that pre-
scribed work orders were not
being followed. More seriously,
unserviceable thrust reverser
systems and Flap Slat Levers —
devices used by pilots to extend
or retract wing flaps and slats
during takeoff and landing —
were not properlv locked as

required by safety protocols.

The DGCA found that aircraft
maintenance engineers were
not taking mandatory safety
precautions as specified in Air-
craft Maintenance Manuals,
creating potential hazards dur-
ing maintenance operations.

Ground handling operations
showed significant deficiencies,
with essential equipment
including baggage trolleys
found in unserviceable condi-
tion. Line maintenance facilities
were operating without proper
tool control procedures, violat-
ing established safety protocols.

At the airport infrastructure
level, inspectors found faded
runway centreline markings
that could impair pilot naviga-
tion during critical takeoff and
landing phases. Rapid exit taxi-
way green centre lights were
not functioning unidirection-
ally, potentially creating confu-
sion for pilots during ground
operations.

Concerningly, obstruction
limitation data around airports
had not been updated for three
years despite numerous new
constructions in airport vicinity
areas. No surveys had been con-
ducted to assess whether these
structures posed collision risks
toaircraft.

Multiple vehicles operating
in sensitive ramp areas lacked
mandatory speed governors.
The DGCA immediately with-
drew these vehicles by cancel-
ling their Airport Vehicle Per-
mits and suspended the drivers’
Airside Driving Permits.

The checks also uncovered
problems with pilot training
infrastructure. Inspectors found
a flight simulator that did not
match its corresponding air-
craft configuration, with soft-
ware that had not been updated
to current versions — issues
that could compromise the
effectiveness of pilot training
programs.

In a separate incident
reported on Monday, an Air
India aircraft scheduled to oper-
ate the Delhi-Kochi flight was
grounded Saturday due to a
missing Cabin Defect Log, tak-
ing off only after a new log was
issued. The Cabin Defect Logis
used to record technical issues
found in aircraft cabin areas
and is essential for regulatory
compliance, allowing engineers
to identify and address prob-
lems before takeoff.

The safety violations had
immediate operational conse-
quences. One domestic flight
was held up due to worn tires
and was cleared for departure
only after required mainte-
nance was completed, demon-
strating the direct impact of the
surveillance on (light opera-
tions.

A DGCA official confirmed
that “findings during the sur-
veillance revealed multiple
cases where reported defects
re-appeared many times on air-
craft, indicating ineffective
monitoring and inadequate rec-
tification action on repeated
defects.”

“All the findings observed
during the surveillance have
been communicated to the
operators for taking necessary
corrective actions within seven
days,” the DGCA stated, indicat-
ing the urgency with which the
regulator is treating the identi-
fied violations.

The safety review follows
other recent enforcement
actions, including the DGCA’s
order directing Air India to
remove three officials from
crew scheduling duties over
“systemic failures” in opera-
tional processes, though those
violations were unrelated to the
Ahmedabad crash.

Officials confirmed that the
review process will continue,
with similar comprehensive
assessments planned for other
major airports including Hyder-
abad and Kolkata as partof the
ongoing safety evaluation
ordered on June 19.

IRAN-ISRAEL CEASEFIRE
have a broad economic impact if
Iranclosed the Strait of Hormuz,
a major shipping channel,

China, which is Iran's largest
trading partner and only
remaining oil customer, con-
demned the US attacks and said
it was concerned about a “spiral
of escalations” without a cease-
fire.
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FLIGHT OPS TO RAMP SAFETY

DGCA finds

lapses, safety
deficiencies at
maijor airports

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

COMPREHENSIVE SURVEIL-
LANCE conducted at major air-
ports including Delhi and
Mumbai by aviation safety reg-
ulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) have re-
vealed a number of concerning
findings and inadequacies, in-
cluding instances of reappear-
ance of reported defects on air-
craft, non-adherence to proper
work order and safety precau-
tions during aircraft mainte-
nance,and defect reports not be-
ing recorded in aircraft log
books, among others.

In one instance, a domestic
fMlight was held up by the DGCA
team as the operating aircraft
had worntyres, and was allowed
to depart only once the neces-
sary rectification was done by
the airline. Among other short-
comings, the regulator also ob-
served that the central line
marking of a runway at one of
the airports was faded.

Followingits June 19 orderon
launch of a new framework for
comprehensive special audits to
assess the aviation ecosystermand
strengthen aviation safety archi-
tecture, the DGCA initiated a fo-
cused assessmentof the aviation
ecosystem to strengthen safety
measures across the sector, The
framework was announced by
the regulator a week after the
crash of an Air India Boeing 787-
Baircraftin Ahmedabad, mwhich
241 of the 242 people on board
perished. The crashis being inves-
tigated by the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).

“.wo teams led by the Joint
Director General carried out
comprehensive surveillance
during night and early morning
hours at major airports includ-
ing Delhi and Mumbai airports.
The surveillance covered multi-
ple critical areas such as flight
operations, airworthiness, ramp
safety, air traffic control (ATC),
communication, navigation and
surveillance (CNS) systems, and
pre-flight medical evaluations,
Throughout the surveillance,
ground activities and aircraft
movements were closely moni-
tored to check the compliance of
regulatory requirements and to
identify weak areas forimprove-
ment,” the DGCA said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

The surveillance findings in-
cluded multiple cases wherethe
reported defects re-appeared
many times onthe Aircraft, indi-
cating ineffective monitoring and
inadequate rectification action
onthe defects, the regulatorsaid.

*..ground handling equip-
ment such as baggage
trollies...were found unservice-
able; line maintenance stores,
tool control procedures were not
followed; during maintenance
of aircraft, the work order was
not followed; the unserviceable
thrust reverser system and flap
slat lever were not locked: dur-
ing maintenance, safety precau-

& The IndianEXPRESS

A-I crash: Black
box in India,
says minister

Pune: The black box of the
Air India flight Al 171 that
crashedinAhmedabadisin
India, with the Aircraft
Accident  Investigation
Bureau, Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu
Kinjarapusaid. "It is in India.
Itisall speculation that it has
beensentoutside. The AAIB
istaking careofitaccording
tothe rulesand procedures,
The panel is already in, the
investigation started from
day one,” Naidu told re-
portersin Pune.

Asked when the data
retrieval was expected,
Maidusaid, "The AAIBisdo-
ing it, so let them., | do not
want to put any pressure..,
Let them go through the
whole process. Theyare in
charge of the investiga-
tion.” ENS

tions found not taken by AME
{aircraft maintenance engineer)
as per AMM (aircraft mainte-
nance manual); at places, AME
was not attending to the snag
rectification; defect reports gen-
erated by the aircraft system,
were not found recorded in the
technical logbook; several life
vests werenot properly secured
beneath their designated seats;
the corrosion-resistant tape on
the right-hand side winglet's
lower blade was found to be
damaged,” The DGCA said, list-
ing anumber of deficienciesand
problems observed during the
surveillance exercise.

The regulator, however, did
not name the concerned airports,
airlines, and otheraviationecosys-
templayers. As per the framework
announced for the comprehen-
sive special audits, the DGCA is
supposed to protect safety infor-
mation, commercial data, and
personal details during such exer-
cises to foster openreporting and
apositive safety culture,

*Similarly at an airport, cen-
tre line marking of runway was
observed faded; the rapid exit
taxiway, green centre light were
not unidirectional; the obstruc-
tion limitation data has not been
updated for last three years and
no survey has been performed
despite many new constructions
around the vicinity of the aero-
drome; a number of vehicles in
the ramparea werefound with-
out speed governors. A simula-
tor was checked and found not
matching with the aircraft con-
figuration. Also, the software
was not updated to the current
version," the DGCA added.

The regulator said that allthe
findings observed during the sur-
veillance *have been communi-
cated to the concerned operators™
for taking necessary corrective ac-
tions within seven days.

Wed, 25 Jun
https://epa
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Adani plans to invest
$15-20 billion annually

for next five years

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI JUNE 24

THE ADANI Group on Tuesday
announced amegaannual capital
expenditure (capex)planof $15-
20 billion (Rs 1,30,000-1,73,000
arore}in various businesses in the
next five years.

“Our capital investment across
businesses is set to break all
records,” Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani said at the annual
general meeting of Adani
Enterpnses.“Weantcipate anan-
nual capexspend of $15-20 billion
for the next 5 years,” he said.

Adani also said no one from
the AdaniGroup has beencharged
with violating the FCPA (Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act) orconspir-
ing to obstruct justice in the US. He
said Adani Green is building the
world's largest renewable energy
park —right here inIndia and vis-
ible even from space. "From
Khavda to the world, our target of
50GW by2030is proof that scale
and sustainability can coexist. In
fact, when we combine our ther-

$The Indian EXPRESS

mal, renewable and pumped hy-
dro generation capacities, we ex-
pedttohavea 100 GW capaaty by
2030," he said.

Adani said the Navi Mumbai
airport will open later this year
with an initial passenger capac-
ityof 20 million, of what willthen
become a 90 million passenger
airport, givinga 35 per cent share
of India's airport passenger traf-
fic. Ahead of the AGM, Adani
AirportsHolding Ltd{ AAHL) said
it has secured $1 billionin project
finance for the Mumbai
International Airport Ltd (MIAL),
which operates the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA). On allegations
about charges made by the US
Department of Justice and the
Securities and Exchange
Commission relating to Adani
Green Energy, Gautam Adani said,
“thefactsare that noone from the
Adani Group has been charged
with violating the FCPA { Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act ) or conspir-
ing to obstruct justice.”

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Wed, 25 Jun
https://epa
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Aviation regulator finds major safety lapses in airport surveillance

e
daanish.anand@ireram com
heE'w' ELH

natlonwide safety
aualit by India’s avia-
tion regulator has

uncoversd serious lapses,
inchuding recurring alrerafi
defects, poor mainfenance
practices, unserviceable
prowmd eepudprmend, and safity
violatioms at sy eral major abr-
poris, following the deadly
Adr Irstlia erash om 122 Juime.
The Directorate General of
Covil Aviathoa (DGCA) carried
aul g conprehemsive survell-
lanee an meajor alrpssrts across
the eountry, incliding the
Db and Mumbal interms-
thonal airports, 10 assess and

strengthen safety measures
The survelllanee on late
Maonday and early Tuesday
ronvered aspects such as Dight
operations, alrworthiness,
ransp safiery, abr traffie control
(ATCY, commanasnbeation, navi-
gathon amd survelllance {CNS
systerms anid pre-flight medi-
ral evaluations.
“Throughout the survedl-
Ramw, grovim] activitkes wad
aircrafl movemenis were
closely monltored 1o check
the complianee of regulsiory
regpulrements and to identify
weah areas for lmprovensent.”
bl DGCA A sttement.
Without naming the air-
N, DGOA highlighted that
repuortied eleficts re-appeared
many thmes onabe particuls

alrerafi. “This indicaged inef-
fective monkioring wnd rectl-
fication of actions on the
defects of the alrerafi,” the
wviintion regulstor sided.

Thyes DGGCA s noted gl
ground handling equipmeni
like haggmge trolles, hagragne
freight loader were found
unserviceahle, The regulstor,
Bowever, did not mention the
byt whiere these disfelen-
cles were observed.

The regulitor also Fowd
thiat wark orcler wis it belng
folbowed] during maintenance
of an alrerafit of 4 particolar
adrline

Tl DGCA noted thar the
safety precautions as per alr-
craft mulntenance manal

were not belng followed by

The DGCA noted that ground handling equipment like baggags

trodlies, baggage freight loader were lound underviceabie. m

the abrerall malonlensnce
engineer AME)

“The AME was mof aitend-
g to the snag rectiflcation
il the defect re ports geoer-

atied by the alreraft system
were not found recorded in
the: techitieal ksghoolk. Several
life vests were not properiy
secured under designated

segis and the corrosion-re-
silstant e o Uhe right -hand
slde winglet's hower blaide was
foind to be damaged.” noted
thie pegrulator,

A amother air-

RADAR

Theobstruction Dmetatiom
dlata is part of 4 system that
el pes the akrport toset maxi-
mum allowable height for
obijects in the
vicindty of the alr-

pesrt thee pesgulaton part

olserved that the DGCA  also
centre line mark-  THE surveilance, checked a sipmula-
ing of runway had el (212 Monday tor whdeh did not

Tuiesetay,

faded. and the w::dhm»& muiteh with the

green centre gt Mumbaiint airpores. alrerefteonfigura-

o the rapbd exi ithon

taxiway was found m”"éﬂé”-“ At znather ale-

uinbd Erevtioanal. ﬁ“ﬁh,:um P, a0 domestie
Despile new  aireralt withou Night of a sched-

construction namngthe aifne uled carrier was

arcannd the alr-
pert, the obsiruc-
theen limbtation data was nod
urpudated siasee the past three
Vears,

held up due to
WOrn-oil  [yTes
anil it was peleased only after
thvie reetileatd o wis carried
Ul

DA sabd, =All the Aod-
L obise rved dusrdng the sar-
viellbnee have heen comim-
nicated to the concerned
oeertons for talidng niecessary
ciTective actions within
seven days This process of
comprehensive survellanee
will eontinue (o future 1o
detect huands in the system.”

O 19 Juse, the DGCA
tssiedd an order te oondisec
special survelllznce of the
entlre aviathon eoosysiem
sross U cotmiry

This step has been taken
alwiost o wesek after the tragic
Alr Iradia plane crasl As peer
the exercise, andits will also
e concisctiod at offices of ale-
limes, MBECs anad training
Imsdiintes.
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Adani’s MIAL raises
%750 million

dand Group has radsed apound §750
‘ i millken from global investors led by
Apaollo Global Managemen L. 1o
refinance exdsting debi for India's secand
largest alrport.

Mumbai International Alrport Lid (MIALL 2
unibt which operates Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Internatkonal Alrport n Mumbal, will
s thee prosceeds (o reflnomee debt ragsed in
2022, the New York-hased altermative ssse
miaiager sald inastatement, The structure also
allows for up o $250 million in sdditional
funding for caplial expendliure and cagacity
expansbon needs,

The bonds will affer ahout 6 9% over the
four-vear tenor, with the pricing Inled toa
gauge of US treasuries with a similar term,
sccording to people famdlizr with the matter,
wheo asked not tobe ldentifted because the
maitierls confldential BLOOMBERG
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Passengers at
Navi Mumbai
Int’l Airport
to pavup to
T1.225as UDF

MUMBAIL alesr
AERA has allowed levy-
ing of user dwulupm:n!
fiee of ap 4o Rs 1,225 af the
upcaming Navi Mumbai
airport om an ad-hae basis.

The ai is bei
dmlup:drp:pulhe h:\'l%
Mumihai Infernational Air
port L {NMIAL).

Pass = i ol
frenm m:rrpm“?‘\iﬁk;h is
to be operational later this
vear, will have o shell out
Rs 620 for domestic Hights
and Hs 1,225 for interna-
tional fights as the User
Dcv:|upml Fee { LIDF).

For disembarking pas-

the UDF will be Hs
270 and B 535 for domestic
and overseas llights, accond-
m to AERAS 42-page

L

The UDF ch 5 have
been approved H:ran ad-
hoe basis for the 2025-26

The Adrports Eeo-
nomic Regulatory Author-
ity ( AERA) said it has been
decided to allow levying
ad-hoc UDF as an interim.
measure il March 31, 20246,
o il final determination
of regular tariff, whichever

is earkier.

“The revenue o be col-
lected by MMIAL on an
ad-hoc basis in the inlerim

riced shall be accounted
or by the authaority during
the regukar tariff determina-
tion exercise of MMLAT the
aiber said i
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Adani Group raises $1 bn to refinance
existing debt for Mumbai Int’l Airport

NEW DELHE Adani Group
Izt raised $1 ballson from global
imvestors led by Mew York-
Apallo Global Management o
refinance existing debt for its
Murmbai airporl

Mumbai [ntermational Air-
purt Lid (MIAL), 2 unit which
operates Indias second L:
:jmaé‘pim.. will use the proces

nance debt raised in 2022, it
satid i 2 statement.

“The transaction invalves
imsuance of 5750 million noles
l.'l.'lﬂl.lrl.ﬁ“ ]u.l 2029 which
shall be used I:ur refinancing.
Ihe Anancing structure also
mcludes Fsiom Lo Taise an
additional 5250 milkion, result-
ing in total fimancing of 51 bil-
|5|.lE1.." the group :n.?dq.g

This, it saddl, will ?rl:n-i.du
enhanced financial Nexibality
for the capital expenditure pro-
gram ol MIAL for devel opement,
modernisation, and capacity

enhancement The bonds will
offer abowt 6.9 per cenl over
the four-year tenaor.

MIAL is managed by Adani
'urpurl Hu]ﬂu'lgj Ladd (AAHL),
a subsidiary of groug’s flagshi
firm Adani Enterprises LII
AAHL hodds T4 per cent stake
in MILAL and the remaining
26 per cent is held by Alrports
Autharity of India

Besides Apallo, other lenders
imchsde Methifs e, BladeBtock
Bt ] Hingg B -hased FWL
Inul::l.nuu.nﬁlhl:::i Inelia’s ferst
investmient grade (1) rated
privale bond Bsuance in the

airport infrastructure sector,
the staterent said.

“The iransaction was led by
Ap:l“u-rrumaﬂed funds, with
participation from a syndicate
of keading institutional inves-
tors and insurance compranies
which included BlackBock-
mamaged funds, Standard Char-
terer among otlers, undedinin
E|uba! confidence in lndias
infrastriciune opporiunity and
Adani Airports’ operating pla-
form,” il added.

With dﬁh[ airports in ils
mamagement and developanent
portfolio, AAHL is Indixs laryg-
eid airport infrastructore com-
parm accouiling for 23 jper cenl
of passenger footfalls and 30 per
ueﬁ]:ﬁiﬂ] air cargo Lraflie.

AAHL alss holds 74 per cent
in Mumbai International Air-
port Lid, which in turn holds
7i per cent in Navi Mumbai
Internatial Airport Ld m
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DGCA finds serious safety lapses at airports

Audit reveals warn tyres, faulty simulators, faded runway marks at Delhl, Mumbai airports; report sought within a week

5 LALITHA & mew Dot

A pamprehensive survelllanes
comducted last week by (he Di-
rectomie General of Civil Avia
tlon (DGCA) af Delhi and Mum-
bai mirports has uncovered
seweral glaring critical safety
el techind cal coneerns, prompl-
ing the avistion repulator to di-
rect both alrports to address
these lssues within a week
Among the major issues re-
v during the surveillanes
wis the recurrent failure to ad-
equately rectify defects in air
craft, with many |ssues reap
pearing multipls times.
Another significant Anding
wiis that no survey had beon
conducted over the past three
yvears of new constructions
arcund the alrports, ralsing
concerns about potentinl safety
rishs. The DG CA also cancelled
the Abraide Vekd el Permits of
several vehicles, and the per
mits of thelr drivers, due (o
nnomalies detected during the

Ingpection DGCA Director
General Fatz Ahmed Kidwal
conflrmed that surveillance
wlll sown be earried out at Kolk
ata and Hyderahad airpocts.
“The cbjective of this exer
clge s to strongthen safety
measures across the aviation
secior in the country ™ he gaid.
A relegse from the Minlsiry
of Civil Aviation highlighted
that muny aircrafl defects were
repealedly reporied wi i hol
proper rectification, pointing
to ineffective monitoring and
Inadequuie correct ive act lon

“The reported defects re-ap
peared multiple times on air
craft. which Indicates ineffoc-
e mondtoring amd Inmdedquate
rectification act lon on these re-
currlng defects,” the release
oo, The surveillanes, which
ook plarce during the night and
early morning hours, was con-
et h}' two tenms led by the
Joint Director General of
DGEC A Among the more slarm-
Ing Ondings was that several
life vests shoard airoraft were
not securely Tastened under the
dlesl grind edf seat s, aglaring sale

ty lssue, especially in emenzen-
oy situations. In another Incl
dent, a scheduled domestic
Right was grounded after it was
found that the afrerafl’s tymes
WEFE WOFH oul,

The [light was only cleared
for mkeoll affer necessary re
el s were made,

Additionally a runway’s cen-
terline marking {erucial to
ide pilots during operat ions)
hal faded, and the rapid exit
o i way and green center Hights
were found to be non-unidires
tonal, pesing further opera
Honal risks.

It was also discovered that
the obstruction limitation data
avound the airport had not
been updated for the last thres
years, despite several new con-
struct lons in the vicinity

Other mai e nance lsoes in-
cluded unservicsable ground
handling equlpment, auch ns
bappage trollies and freight
loaders, and violations in Line
fand Tool Control procedimres

IGIA sees over 80

flight cancellations
amid Gulf tensions
EAPRESS NEWS SERVICE & newDein

FLIGHT operstions at Indira
Gandhi Intermational Alrport
were seyerely impacted follow-
Ing Iran’s response toa US at
toel, amid esealating bension:
in the Middle Ensi, Over @
fights were cancelled from
Monday night to Toesday
evening. including 48 betwesn
late Momday and early Tuesday.
Alr India and IndiGo werse
among the warst allected.

The alrport tempormarily sus-
pended Aights to key Middle
Eastern destinations but re-
sumed services [ollowing a
eeasallee, ther alrports, In
cluding Ahmedabad, Thiro-
vananthapuram, Mangaluru,
nnd Cochin, nlso fesd delnys
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Adani raises $1 billion for Mumbai Airport

PRESE TRUST OF INDIA B
New Delhi

dani Group has raised
A$ 1 billion from glob-

al investors led by New
York-based Apollo Global
Management to refinance
existing debt for its Mumbai
atrport. Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
{MIAL), a unit which oper-
ates India’s second largest air-
port, will use the proceeds 1o
refinance debt raised in 2022,
it said in a statement.

“The transaction involves
issuance of $ 750 million notes
maturing July 2029 which
shall be used for refinancing.
The financing structure also
includes provision 1o raise an
additional § 250 million,

n.-suli]ng in total ﬁ.‘nancing of

%1 billon," the group said.
This, it said, will provide
enhanced financal Mexibility

for the capital expenditure
program of MIAL for develop-

ment, modernisation, and

capacity enhancement. The
bonds will offer about 6.9 per
cent over the four-vear tenor.

MIAL is managed by Adani
Airport Holdings Lid
{AAHL), a subsidiary of
groups flagship firm Adani
Enterprises Lid. AAHL holds
74 per cent stake in MIAL and
the remaining 26 per cent is
held by Adrports Authority of
India. Besides Apollo, other
leniders include Metlife Ine,
BlackRock Inc and Hong

Kong-based FWD Insurance.

“This is Indias first invest-
ment grade (I1G) rated private
bond issuance in the atrport

infrastructure sector,” the
statement said.

“The transaction was led by
Apaollo-mana ed funds, with
participation [rom a syndicate
of leading institutional
investors and insurance com-
panies which included
BlackRock-managed funds,

Standard Chartered among

others, undedining global con-
fidence in Indias infrastrue-
ture opportunity and Adani
Alrports’ operating platform,”
itadded. With eight airports in
IS management and d.rw:]up-
ment portfolio, AAHL is
India’s largest airport infra-
structure company, accounting
for 23 per cent of passenger
footfulls and 30 per cent of
India’s air cargo traffic.

AAHL also holds 74 per
cent in Mumbai International
Adrport Lid, which in tum
holds 74 per cent in Navi
Mumbai International Airpont
Lid. Backed by MIAL: stable
asset base and cash flows and
operational excellence, the
notes are expected to be rated
BBB-or stable.

“AAHL remains committed
to & long-lerm vision of trans-
forming the airports infra-
structure through continued
investments in modermisa-
Lion, capacity expansion, digi-
tisation, and technology inte-
gration,” it said.
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Aviation fuel
theft busted
at the Delhi
airport

PIDMEER MEWS SERVICE®
New Dedhi

he Delhi Police have
Thusl:d a large-scale fuel

theft racket and arrested
eight people in connection with
the systematic siphoning of
Aviation ‘Turbine Foel (ATF}
from tankers meant for the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport and selling it illegally as
Mineral Turpentine Oil (MTO),
commaonly used in the ink and
paint industry, police said
on Sunday:

Palice also recovered 72,000
litres of ATS from their posses-
sion causing a loss of over
T1.62 crore to the national
exchequer every month, with
an estimated 5,000 litres of
fuel heing stolen daily for three
years. Among the eight accused,
six were arrested and the
remaining two were detained as
they helped the truck driver in
transporting the fuel to the fac-
tary, police said.

"The ATF was originally dis-
patched from HPCLs Asoda
Depot in Bahadurgarh for
delivery to IGl Airport.
However, tanker drivers, in
conmivance with the trans-
porter and godown owner,
manipulated GPS tracking data
and diverted the tankers to a
ooncealed location in Muondka?
Deputy Commissioner of Police
{Crimie) Adityn Gautam said.

The security locks on the
tankers - meant to be opened
only at the designated airport
depot - were bypassed using
duplicate master keys. lrorfgn:d
dip rods were then used to take
proper delivery readings,
he added

The siphoned fuel was trans-
ferred into barrels and sold as
Mineral Turpentine Ol (MTO),
commonly used in the ink and
paint industry. "Three pil
tankers carrying 24,000 litres of
ATF each were seized from the
spot along with siphoning

ipes, drums, and cash” the
Eljfz;iz‘rsnid_

In addition to the tankers,
police also recovered two pick-
up trucks meant for transport-
ing the stolen fuel, T1.05 lakh
in cash, siphoning equipment,
nine empty drums, and three
duplicate master keys.
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Adaniraises $1 billion to refinance Mumbai airport debt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ML BA 3 JLINE

Ihe Adani Group issued an
official press releaseon Tues-
day informing that it has
raised USD 1 bilion from
global mvestors led by New
York-based Apollo Global
Management to refinance
the existing debt of Mumbai
Intematinnal Adrport Lid
{MIALD).

Thebondswill afferabout
6.9 per cent over o four-yeir
tenor and the Adani-owned
MIAL will use the proceeds
to refinance debt raised in
2022, the statement men-
toned.

“The trans action involves
issuance of USD 750 million
notes maturing July 2029
which shall be used for refi-
mancing, Thefinondngstruc-
ture also includes provision
to raise an additional USD
250 milllion, resulting in total
financing of USD | billion,”
according to the statement

_

-

“This is India's first investment grade (IG) rated
private bond issuance in the airport infras-
tructure sector,” the press release issued by
The Adani Group mentioned.

“This is India's first nvest-
tient grade (16) rated private
bond issuance in the airport
infrastruchire sector,” the

statement mentioned

“The transaction wis led
by Apollo-managed funds,
with participation from a

synidbcate of leading instio -
tionalinvestors and insuranoe
companies which inchided
Black Rock-manaped funds,
Standard Chartered among
others, underlining global
confidence in India’s infra-
structure opportunity ancd
Adoni Airports’ operating
platform.” the statement
mentioned

Besides Apollo, other
lenders include Metlife Inc,
BlackRock Inc and Hong
Kong-based FWD Insuran oe.

Thetransaction will pro-
wide snhinnced Enancial Bex-
ibility for MIAL's capital
expenditume pogramme to
develop, modernise and
enhance capacity, thesiate-
ment menboned.

MIAL bs s aged by Adand
Airpont Holdings Lid (AAHL),
a subsidiary of the group’s
agship firm Acisnd Ernmerprises
Ltd, AAHL holds 74 per cent
stk i MIAL e the femakn
ing 26 per cent is held by the
Airports Authorityof India,
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Thousands stranded at
Doha, Dubai alrports

Dubai/Doha: Operations at §
two of the world's busiest air- 3

ports in Doha and Dubai slo-
wed to a crawl on Tuesday as
thousands of travellers queu-
ed for hours, facing long dela-
vs and flight cancellations af-
ter temporary closure of alr-
spaceaday earlier

Gatar, Bahrain, and Kuwa-
itshut theirairspace late Mon-
day after Iran's strike on a US
military base in Qatar’s capi-
tal Doha, forcing airlines to
cancel or reroute hundreds of
flights and creating a backlog
of stranded passengers. Air-
ports across Dubai briefly hal-
ted operations.

“I haven't slept for 19 ho-
urs. And I've been in this line
over nine hours,” said Lilv Ro-
gers, 21, who was in an around
MN0m (656ft) queue in Doha's
Hamad International airport.
Rogers, en route to an holiday
in Southeast Asia, said those
in line were only given water
during the wait.

Virgin Australia estima-
ted that over 25,000 passengers
were stranded at Doha air-
port. Lines were so long that
arguments broke out as some
passengers jumped gueues.
Around 250 flights were can-
celled at Hamad airport, while
another 2538 were delayed, ac-

Passengers queue up at Dubai
International Airport on Tuesday

conding to flight tracking web-
site FlightRadar24. Long que-
ues formed also at Dubai In-
ternational, world's busiest
airport, where about 145 fligh-
s were cancelled and over 450
delayed. Qatar Airways said it
was “making progress in rest-
oring its schedule™ with poss-
ible disruptions until June 25

Aidrports in West Asia are
someof the busiest in the wor-
Id, covering an area stretching
from Iran and Irag to the Medi-
terranean and serving asalin-
king hub for flights between
Europe and Asia. The region
has also taken on a more im-
portant role since the start of
the Russia and Ukraine war,
whichhasforcedairlines toav-
oid airspace over both count-
ries. Dubai transported 92.3
million passengers last year.
“It's very frustrating,” said a
Paris-bound passenger stuck
in Doha for 15 hours. rReuters
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India-Europe flights affected
amid tension in West Asia

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: At least 48 flights through
West Asia, via or destined for Delhi, have
been cancelled because of the Israel-Iran
crisisthathasledtoclosureof airspacein
the region.

The air restrictions have adversely
impacted flight operations between India
and Europe.

Airport officials said that it
was unclear when operations thro-
ugh West Asia will resume. Twen-
ty departures and 28 arrivals were
cancelled on Monday.

Theflights were destined for ci-
ties in Europe and the US.

According to Delhi airport offi-
cials, among the arrival flights
that suffered are 17 of Air India
and eight of IndiGo Airlines. Three
others were cancelled too. Among the de-
partures, ten are of AirIndia, sevenof In-
digo, and three of other airlines.

While sources at Delhi airport said that
they are vet to receive more information.
Ajr India said on social media that it will
gradually start services. "As airspaces
gradually reopen in certain parts of the

DEPARTURES

AND 28
ARRIVALS
CANCELLED

Middle East(West Asia), AirIndia will pro-
gressively resume flights to the region
starting today, with most operations... re-
suming from 25 June. Flights to and from
Europe, previously cancelled, are also be-
ing progressively reinstated from today,
while services to and from the east coast of
the US and Canada will resume at the earli-
est opportunity Some flights may experi-
ence delays or cancellations due to
consequential impacts and exten-
ded re-routings/flight times, but we
are committed to minimising dis-
ruptions and restoring our schedu-
le integrity. Air India will continue
to avoid airspaces assessed as unsa-
fe at any given time. We will keep
passengers informed of anv upda-
tes and sincerely appreciate their
understanding. The safety and se-
curity of our passengers, staff and aircraft
remain our top priority” Air India posted
on its X page.

On Monday, among departure and ar-
rival cancellations were flights to and
from different cities in Gatar, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, the US,
UK, France, Germany, Canada, the Net-
herlands, Denmark, and Switzerland.
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Adani co raises Slbn
for Mumbai airport

ew Delhi: Adani Airports
Haldings on Tuesday said it has
secured 51 billion financing
through a project finance
structure for its Mumbai
International Airport that runs
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Internatronal Airport., The
transaction invalves issuanco of
ST50-million notes, which will be
used for refinancing, The
structure includes provision to
raise S250 million rmiora. s
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DGCA audit uncovers safety
violations across major airports

Tinaes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Regulator
DGCA has uncovered arange
of safety violations across
major airports, including
those in Delhi and Mumbai,
during an audit of country’s
civil aviation ecosystem.
DGCA found aireraft taking
off with worn tyres, faded
runway markings, and vehi-
cles operating on tarmacs
without speed governors,
among other critical lapses,
*Showcause notices are
being issued, and airlines
and airport operators must
implement corrective mea-
sures within 7 days. Similar
inspections are underway
in Kolkata and Hyderabad.
The message is very simple
toeach stakeholder: no com-
promise with safety will be
permitted inany sphere and
any lapse will invite strict
action,” an official said.
Two DGCA teams con-
ducted intensive surveil-
lance at IGI airport & Mum-
bai's CSMIA. Their review
spanned flight ops, airwor-
thiness, ramp safety, ATC, &
pre-flight medical checks.

Al-171 black box not
sent abroad: Mantri
ivil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Tuesday
denied media reports that the
black box of Al-171 had been
sent abroad because the
facility in India was not able to
extract data. “The black box is
in India, with Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau, whichis
carrying out a detailed probe
into the whole incident. The
news that it was sent abroad is
false,” the ministersaid. tas

Guj medical college
reopens hostel mess

welve days after the Al-171

crash destroyed the mess
at Ahmedabad's BJ Medical
College, killing four medicos
and injuring 24, students held
apooja to mark the launchofa
makeshift mess at a new site,
Medical interns, who served
tirelessly after the tragedy,
called it a symbol of resilience.
Run by students, the tiffin-only
service will cater to over 1,000
doctors and students. Tan

Noel Tata ‘visits crash site’ in Ahmedabad

ata Trusts chairman Noel Tata made a brief visit to Ahmedabad
Tuesday inthe aftermath of the Al-171 crash on June 12. Tata is
reported to have visited the crash site in Meghani Nagar, met with
patients at Civil Hospital, and city police commissioner GS Mallik.
Mallik said that it was a courtesy call following the airplane
tragedy. “He thanked the police force for their work followina the
crash and appreciated our commitment,” the commissioner said.
“The Tata group delegation discussed the crash, the hospital's
response and health of the victims,” a hospital official said. tuw

The DGCA audit found
that multiple aircraft
showed recurring technical
faults due to ineffective
rectification; maintenance

engineers were absent dur-
ing snag rectifications, and
prescribed work orders
were ignored; runway cen-
treline markings had faded,
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‘At Navi Mum airport, 357k cr
for facilities in 1st 3 phases’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Navi Mum-
bai International Airport will
begin operations with a capa-
city of 2 crore passengers an-
nually (CPA)and phase IV and
V will see the capacity increa-
sing to 7 CPA and 9 CPA, with
the timeline aligned to traffic
growth requirement.

“Capital Outlay Plan: The
airport operator has proposed
to infuse an amount of about
Rs 57,333 crore on creating fa-
cilities at NMIA during the
first three of the five phases.
During the first and second
phase, it has proposed to
spend Rs 22,531 crore as ca-
pex,” an The Airport Econo-
mic Regulatory Authority
(AERA)says.

Till the time AERA comes
out with the regular tariff for
up to FY 2030, it has issued an

2nd AIRPORT READY FOR TAKE OFF

ad hoe tariff for the upcoming
new airport. “Tariff determi-
nation process may take some
time and in the interim ad hoc
tariff needs to be decided by
AERA asrequested by the air-
portoperator,” it states.

The regulator examined
NMIA's ad hoc tariff proposal
and decided that the opera-
tor’s “(proposed) UDF and lan-

v
Domestic departing | -g20
International departing |_

Domestic arriving I_mo

International arriving b 7525 ik

TRAFFIC PROJECTIONS AT NM!A
Traffic FY 2026
Domestic | 93.5L | l.4cr | L6cr | 1.6cr | 2.4cr [
International | 26.3L |49.1L| 60L 4 6OL [ 99.1L
Total | 1.2cr | 1.9¢cr | 22¢r 2.2cr | 3.4cr
CATEGORY UF ¥ . A Proposed by NMIA

#8340 ™ Approved by AERA
{1.500

(Taxes extra for all)
Source: AERA order

ding charge need to be ratio-
nalised and maoderated.”
NMIA had suggested a UDF
{taxes extra) of Rs 840 and Rs
1500 per departing domestic
and international passenger,
respectively And a UDF of Rs
360 and Rs 750 per arriving do-
mestic and international pas-

senger, respectively A lower
fee has been allowed. Similar-

Iy, the landing charge has been
rationalised.

In comparison, the standa-
lone UDF (there are other
charges too) at Mumbai's
CSMIA are Rs 207 and Rs 726
(inclusive of taxes) per depar-
ting domestic and internatio-
nal passenger, respectively, as
of now, according to airlines.

“NMIA Pvt Ltd Feb 7, 2025,
submitted the multi-vear ta-
riff proposal for NMIA. The
airport operator has indica-
ted to achieve commercial
operation date by August 2025
and the first control period
will be from April 1, 2025, to
March 31, 2030. The airport
operator has submitted deta-
ils pertaining to master plan,
concession requirements,
traffic projections, capital ex-
penditure (passenger termi-
nal building, runways and
taxiways, apron, cargo, fuel
farm...).” AERA order says.
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India’s airlines resume operations to W.Asia

AIRSPACE ACCESS. Move follows lifting of airspace restrictions after a truce was announced between Israel, fran and the US

—
Ouir Bureau
harwe Emla

Aftéra short period of uncer-
tainty that stranded alr pas-
serngpers, India and Wiest Asia-
based airlines on Tuesdsy re-
instated fights between the
Evo 'r|.-|:|:i|.1.r|s. fdlowing the
remicrml of airspace restric-
tions  over  several Gubf
onlries.

Just before midmight on
'.I"l.lwd.u:.-. Indiz-based air-
lines suspended all Right op-
crutions to West Asia and
bevond following Iran’s mil-
irary srrikes an U5 heses in
IJ&EGuHrugiu.n.

The flight operations were
reindtated after a truce was
amnaunced between Iran, [&-
rael, and the US, and promp-

ted the revocation of air-

dpace  SuEpension over
several Gulf count ries.

Accordingly, the develop-
mient ked Air India o “pre-
gressively redume fights” o
the region starting on June
24, with st upur.ll.ip:rm o
and From West Asia resum
inyg from June 25.

EURDPE SERVICE
“Flights to and from Europe,
svioumby cancelbed, arealso

: wasively  rein-
atated Emuhy, while ser-
vices 1o and from the Esst
Coast of the US and Canada
willl resume at the earliest
opportinity,” said on Air In-
d.'nrpukﬂpemcln.

Air India will continee o
avoid dirspaces assessed s
unsafe at xm_.'giwn Eime, the
spokesperson gaid.

On Tuesday night_ airlines

BACK IN THE AlR. indiz’s airlines suspended all flighets 1o West
&z and beyand following iran's miitary sirikes in the regicn s

were busy diverting jets or
calling back hights 0 West
Asia

At that tome, Air Indis d6-
verted  its i-hound
fights from Morth America
back o their respective or-

fins, while ather flights were
either returmied o India or
rerouted awsy  from  the
closed airspaces.

Besides, an Air India Ex-
press spolocsperson gaid that
the ai.rEl.c‘: ErLst flight o the

region was on the Defhi-
Muscat route, followed by
gervices on the Mumbai-
Museat, Koxhikode-Muoseitr,
Kaozhikode-Rivadh and
Jipu.r-.'lndlhhrl.mlﬂ.

“Air India Express ﬂ'i_ghLl
o and from key cities in the
UAE — including Dubai, Abu
Dhabi, Sharjah, Al Ain, and
Ras Al Khaimah — as well as
other cities are scheduled
from tomorrow, ™ the Y-
person sl i

IndiGo said that ss air-

% across  the iom
rmzi‘lh.nnlh' reopen, '\\'r:wm
prudently und progressively
resuming  operations  on
thisse routes ™

Similarly, following the
truce, West Asin-based air-
lines skeady started o rein-
state flights 1o and from the
area Abrline major (atar Air-

ways on Tuesdyy confirmed
refnstatement of Bights as
airspace reopens in Catar.

SAFE JOURNEY

“Our focus at this time & to
help our passengers return
I'xnfu' m'rE.i‘h thetr amward
journey ey and
smoothly,” theairkine sand.

Acvonding t  Emirtes
Abrlines due to the recent re-
H‘iLII:I:I] sitimtion, a number of
irs flights were rerouted en
route to Dubai on Jane 23,
*but  there  wen 1o
diversions™.

AR present, the West Asia
bowges several key global
transit huhs. Millions of pas-
sengers branst acrods the
globe pxivg these hibs,

These airlines alio serve
the vast Indian |.||.iuspum m
the region,
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FIRST SECTORWIDE SAFTEY AUDIT BY DGCA

Inspection flags
unsafe ground
OpSs, worn tyres

ILLLISTHETHON. AMRTR MOHARNTY

amw Dislini, 25 e

The Digectorats General of
Ovil Axisdon (DGCA] on
Tuesday carrled out s firss
comnprehensive audic of
muttiple stakeholders
In the Indian aviation
sector, and fagged
seflows safery lapses —
from alreraft being flown with
warn tyres and repented tech-
nical snags, to unserviceahde
ground-handling equipment
and slmudators thar don't
match alreraft configurarions.
ALSOme alrports, eved runway
miarkings were found faded,
and dafn on Surnodnsd g
budidings hada't been updaced
foryears.

The sweepd ng audit comes
days after the crash of Alr
Ineclia’s Al flight on June 1,
In which 229 passengers, I
crew members and 34 people
on the ground were killed. In
response, DGCA had lssuad a
cireular on June w, announc-
Ing a new “comprehansive
special audit® mechanism
almed at breaking down the
traditlonal silos in India's avi-
atlon safery oversight.

Two  mubtldiciplinary
teams b by DNGOA jalng direc-

Major findings
= Enginesrs failed to follow
prescribed maintenance

work orders

m Life vests improperly
sequred winglet tape
found damaged

= nservceable ground
equipment, induding
bapgage trolleys

= Routine mantenancs
done without adherng to
work onders

= Faded runway markings,
fauliy taxiway kghting at
one alrpost

1or general conducted over-
night and early moming
survelllance checks at major
alrports, including Delhi and
Mumbal, Turn to Page T

Aircraft maintenance engineers failed
to follow prescribed work orders: Audit

The Enspect ot coviensd ke prens such o
fAight operations, aifeorthiness. amp
iy, nir trafic cout rod {ATC), conmminini-
cations, pre-flight medical chercs, ol
minirenance practices.

Somme of the most concerning Andings
were repealed technicnl problens on the
st i reralt, showwing Uhit jssies wenenol
being Axed properiy. The DGCA cnlbad this
asigm of “TrelFective inonitoreig hixtnad-
erqimbe rectificntion”,

“A domestic Hght of 2 schsdubed cnr-
ey o Bl i eluies Do wort Dymes, and &
winsredeased only afler thi requinsd rectili-
eation was carsied o, ™ the DGCA noted.

Ini mailenarnce audits, inspecton
Fouinad that Aireraft Maindemsancs Engin-
ek (AN b Tadled to foflow prescribed.
work orders, “Umnserviceable throst
reverser Systemm dnd lap shat everwen=no
Iocked,” the GCA exid in o stalement,
odding that safety precaitions mumndated
by masnaals were igmored during nsxinben-
ance s Insomecises, defecisdetected
by onbmerd aircrafl Sysbems wens nol even
reconded in the techumical boghook.

Pastenger sfety wask alsh compro-
misesl Several Bl vests wese [oumsd

Irtxproper]y secuinel, while correstion-res-

lant tape on a winglet's lower blade was
Toal contnl procedires wens

ot followes] inline main lenanee shores.

At o abrport, runway markings were
Ferurd pobe: Eaclex], and the Eghting on tasi-
ety ks Tl warhking properhy. The DGEA
nkso painted out that information about
il ires andd otberst riactines neartheni-
ot hnd not b vipdated for e ean,
even thoigh new congtrction had taken
place nearby. In adkdstion, several vehicles
operuliig in restricted.aicpo anies did not
hurve proprer spesed comt rods. These velticles
were removes] fam servics, and the
drivers’ penmils Were sispended.

Even the trafning infrastrictioe camie
under scrutiny. A dmolaior nspected
during the aiwlsl was found to be running
cuitdated sofwane and did not maich the
cirnent conlgairation ol the areralt @ wos
sripposed to replicats.

“These findings have been commisni-
cated o the opemiors coficerisd  for
lnking necessary ocomective  actions
within seven dave” the DGCA said,
ndifing that svichintensve, crods-comiin
auaifits wonild mow bea continoing process

lordetect sywtemic hasnds,

This Firsd-af-s-iined ass essment s ot
off the regulator’s push for a “360-degmee
evahmtion™ ol the avistion scosyslem,
covering afrlines, afrports, MEOs {main-
lemance, repair, and ovechauls), tmiming
imstattes, and grovumd -handlEng sgence.
The new aiudil regme — deseribed by
DECA s “significant pomd igm shift™ —
i imte e b sibpplemient annianl mirvedl-
lance with heosder, integrated inspections
triggerred by both routine and extriondi-
aary droummslance,

At et will be g fed by sever-
ity While some issies may be reenlved
orver 30-00 days, “critical™ lages ke tose
identified in the currenst audit réduire
g recinessal Entitses i e cormect-
iveaction plans, detnifing rool canses, pre-
vemitive strlegies, and implesentation
timesfines Failisre tooomply cotild lead 1o
sbrict penalties.

“Mon-complinnee . ooy result in pro-
pressive enfoncerwen actioms, chading
mhvisory guidnrce, formmal warmings. opes-
utinmnd restrictinoms, financial penalty, sos-
penmian, or revocation of Beenced” the
June pg circularstated.
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Air India
suspends all
flights to
West Asia

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Air In-
dia on Monday night an-
nounced thart it has ceased
all operations to West Asia,
as well as to and from the
East Coast of North Ameri-
ca and Europe, with imme-
diate effect.

“*Our India-bound flights
from North America are
diverting back to their re-
spective origins and others
are being diverted back to
India or re-routed away
from the closed airspaces,”
a statement said, citing the
“developing situation in the
Middle East™,

“We request the under-
standing of all passengers
who may be affected by this
disruption that's beyond an
airline’s control. Air India is
in continuous consultation
with its external security
advisors and is vigilantly
monitoring the evolving sit-
uation,” an Air India spokes-
person said.

IndiGo said some of its
flights may experience de-
lays or diversions. “These
adjustments are being made
to ensure operations remain
within safe and compliant
airspace,” an airline state-
ment said.
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Aviation regulator to start Air India annual audit today

NEW DELHI, REUTERS: Ten Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) offi-
cials will visit the Air India headquar-
ters on Tuesday for an annual audit, a
government memo showed, just as the
airline was facing intense scrutiny after
aplane crash killed 271 people.
Theauditisunrelated totheaccident,
but Air India has been getting warning
notices for compliance lapses in recent
days, and has also reduced its routes cit-
ing “operational stability" needsafterthe
June 12 deadly crash of its Boeing 787-8

Dreamlinerin Ahmedabad. The cause of
theincident is stillunder investigation,

The aviation safety watchdog’s offi-
cials will inspect documents related to
AirIndia operations, previous audit find-
ings and action-taken reportsduring the
visit, according to a government memo
seen by Reuters.

The 10-member DGCA team will in-
clude many flight operation inspectors
and will beled by Adhiraj Yadav, adepu-
ty chief flightoperations inspector. Two
officials to check cabin safety norms are

alsoin the team.

The “annual surveillance and regu-
latory audit” will last from June 24 to
June 26, and mandatorily requires top
Air India executives to be present, the
memo stated.

The watchdog on Saturday issued a
warning to Air India for “repeated and
serious violations” related to pilor dury
scheduling, and directed the airline to
remove three company executives from
crew scheduling roles. Air India said it
has complied with the order.
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DNA profiling helps identify all victims
of Air Indla crash in record time

SATISH JHA
AHMEDABAD, DHNS

As the process of handing
over the mortal remains of
victims from the June 12 Air
India erash nears completion,
the tragedy will be remem-
bered for how DNA technol-
ogy helped identify all 241
people on board—despite the
bodies being charred beyond
recognition.

By Monday evening, DNA
from 253 victims had been
matched with samples from
relatives. Of these, 240 were
passengers on flight Al 171,
which crashed into the BJ
Medical College hostel build-
ings. The remaining 13 were
individuals killed on the
ground, said Dr Rakesh Joshi,
medical superintendent, Civil
Hospital.

The state government has
praised the rapid identifica-
tion process, made possible
by cutting-edge DNA testing
infrastructure developed over
the last two decades.

A dedicated team of 54 fo-
rensic DNA experts, including
20women, worked around the
clock to complete the opera-
tion, which beganimmediately
after the crash.

According to officials, the
process of matching DNA—

A cn im plane's tal from e wreckage after
the June 12 Air India flight crash in Ahmedabad. arrFiLE

which once took up to 10
days—was completed inunder
72hours. HP Sanghvi, Director
of Forensic Science, described
the operation as “a matter of
hope and emotion for count-
less families.”

FSL teams from across the
state were mobilised to expe-
dite the DNA profiling process
andensure swiftidentification
and return of victims’ bodies.

DNA samples from the
unrecognisable remains
were carefully transport-
ed to the FSL laborartory in
Gandhinagar.

The process involved two
primary methods: collecting
fresh blood or extracting DNA
from bones and teeth, which
required more precision. The
samples were then processed

through a series of meticulous
steps, including isolation, am-
plification, and comparison
with family members’ DNA.
Only when 23 DNA alleles
matched was the identity of a
victimconfirmed. In father-son
cases, Y chromosome testing
was used foradditional confir-
mation.

Despite the complexities,
FSL managed to match most
identities in record time. The
post-mortem process followed
the Disaster Management Act,
with formal certifications ob-
tained for all autopsies. At Civil
Hospital, a unique identifica-
tion number was assigned to
every body part recovered
from the crash site, ensuring
thorough documentation and
tracking.

apassengers, 2
crew feel dizzy
aboard Al flight

MUMBAI, DHNS: In an inci-
dent that sparked concerns,
five passengers and two crew
members felt dizzy and nau-
seous on an Air India flight
from London Heathrow to
Mumbai on Monday.

An investigation has been
ordered into the incident.

“Onboard flight AI130 from
London Heathrow to Mumbai,
5 passengers and 2 crew re-
ported feeling dizzy and nau-
seous during different phases
of the flight,” a brief Air India
statement said on Monday
night. The flight landed safe-
ly in Mumbai, where medical
teams were ready to provide
immediate medical assistance.

“After landing, two passen-
gers and two cabin crew, who
continued to feel unwell, were
taken to the medical room for
further examination and were
later discharged,” the state-
mentsaid.

The cause of the sudden
illness of the seven persons is
not yet known. The Air India
managementhasinformed the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation about theincident.
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PIL Wants Air
India’s Boeing
Jets Grounded
Until Checks

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: A Public Inter-
st Petltion (PIL) has been {i-
Ied in the Supreme Court se-
eking urgent directions for
suspension of operations of
all Boeing atrorafl operated
by AirIndia until asafety au-
dit is carried out.

The plea has been moved in
the wake of the recent erash
of an Air India Bosing air-
criift operating on the Ah-
medabad-Landon roite
which killed 241 passengers
and crew members onboard
and 28 persons on the gro-
unil.

The petitloner, Advocate
Ajay Hansal, has urged the
fop court to onsure passeng-
ersafety and statutory comp-
liance with respect to Air In-
dia's operations, The plea
states that Bansal and his wi-
fe travellsd on Alr India
flight Al 127 from Delthi to
Chicago on May 2. They we-
reé seated in the Business
Class but found the seats
non-functional, the in-Night
entertrinment system  in-
operative and the alr-condi-
tioning not working until
cruising altitude.
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Turbulence Eases,
Now, Steady the Jets

Israel-iran truce lowers strain on Indian carriers

Cessation of hostilities — fingers crossed — between s
rael and Ienn i & weleoms development for Indian alril-
nes that have been facing major flight disruptions on the
Wast Asla roste, Pakistani airspace has been shuf to In
dian commerclal sirerall since May, and the escalating
conflict in West Asin was foreing elnborste detours from
regular Alght paths o Eurepe and the U5, Flight diversi
ans and cancellations add tooperationg] costs and hiod-
ermarket share guins for airlines. Safiety remains amoth
v aren of eomeern after the ALIT) disaster, & spate of
technical gliicies an otler Alr India Aighis has alkso res
ulted indiversions. Indian airlines now face higher insu-
rance premiums as stes harden amid major Deed poguk
sition plans and operationel expansion.

The West Azinn erisis poses deep omd mcltfnoeted
challenges for India's alfines. 11 s amdong the most luers
tive international segments, helping
keepa lidondomesticairfires. Aviati
un hiubs In the reglon serve as criileal
gnteways for passengers travelling to
Europe and this 5. Surging oil prices
fue to geopolitical tenskns further
squeezeairline marging Aresolution
of thoerisisallvws sirlinesto focuson
strurturnl s sueh as capacity bullding, Best moder-
nisation anid safety improvements — factars that will de
termine their bomgtorm competitivenesss against glohal
rivals, Forelgn airlines are seeking expomsded bilaeeal
REresmenis, even as [ndinn earriers await delivery of
newesireraft, Thismsymmetry may nod Evour Indian air
[ines aiming to capture outbound traffic, and eventually
establish Indinasa regional aviation huhb

With Bussian and Ukrainian alrspe e cloged due fo e
ongoing conflict, the West Asian corridor has becomsa vi-
til For international aviation, Closure of this pathway
was sgueeEing alrlines into narrow, congested aliernate
routes. Additional risk of fhyring near war zones compou-
ndseoncers around safioty and scheduling. Deescalati
onallers breathing Space. Incllan aviatbon must use it wh
sely tocover lost ground
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Chandra Enters Cockpit to
Steady the Turbulence at Al

CEO Campbell Wilson
working alongside on
long-term systems,
regulatory coordination

KalaVijayraghavan i
Arindam Majumder

Mumbai | New Delhi: Tata Group
chairman N Chandrasekaran has
stepped in tomanage the day-to-day
operations at Alr India following
the recent air crash—one of the
most significant crises the Tala
Group has faced. He |s currently
oversesing critical areas such as
sinsitbve government interactions,
safery reviews, light maimenance,
and employee morale, all amid in-
tisrize piiblic seriting

Alr India’s expat CEO Campbell
Wilson is working alongside the
chairman on long-term systems
and regulatory coordination, sour-
o said. For now, the situation re
quires gquicker decisions, a more
hands-on nuanced approach—one
that Chandrasekaran, as a Tata ve-
teran, is well-suited to provide,

CED Campbell Wilson is mesting
deepartmental heads and has under-

taken a total review of the airline's

safety operations. "The CEQ is also
thie point person for all interactions
with povernment organisations
like the GCA and AAIR," a person
close to the matter said. He is also
ovepsesing th alrline's network as
it has undergone disruption amd is
preparing A contingency plan. Wil-
00 Was e route 1o Paris during the
Ahmedabad aircrash. He rashed (o
Ahmedabed] and spent time with
thie family of the calin crew

Tata Sons did nod comment,

“Adr Indin Is the top priocity right
now," a group official said, adding
that the chairman 8 now largely
operating out of the aldine's head
quarters. “It needs focused atten
tion and swiff, indepemdent dect-
sion-moking—something only the

group chalrman can currently proe
vide” The afficial also emphasised
the importance of unity and a sha-
red commiment (o rebullding trust
and restoring pride in Air India

Chandrasekarn is also finalising
the details of a trust to support the
families of the crash victims. 1§ re-
mains unclear whether a separmite
trust will be set up for victims of
other nationalities, insiders sadd.

Group watchers note that Tata cha
irmen have historically taken direct
control diring moments of crisis
For instance, LR Tata led the re
sponse toa major five at Tatn Steel in
1988, Stmilary, Ratan Tata personal-
Iy managed the fallout from the Tata
Fimanee financial faod aod g 550
11 terrorist attacks on the Taj Hotels,
a former Tats Group director told
ET. Chandrasekaran was previois-
Iy recognised as acrisis mumager du-
ring his tenure a1t TCS.

The Trita Grouip now Gices the msi-
mah sk of reviving consumer con-
fdence and boostine employes mora-
beata timewhen publiceriticism isat
anall-time high, insiders said

The Alr Incdia Boeing 787 that cras-
hed in Ahmedabad on 12 Juneclabmed
the Lives of 241 people on boand, inelu-
tling: 12 crew membwers, and 33 on the
grounil. Alr India has already anno-
uneed compensation of 7 croore each
fior thwe frvmmd s of thiose who dlied

‘NO US TRANSFER'
AlBlackBoxin
India, Probe

Ongoing: Naidu
Pune: The black box of the
Alr India Boelng 787 Dream-
liner plane which crashed on
June 12 in Ahmedabad is in
India and currently being ex-
amined by the Aircraft Acei-
dent  [Investigation Bureau
{AALIR), civil aviation mini-
ster Kinjarapu Rammohan
Nabdusaid on Tussday

“It {8 very much in India*
Naidu said when asked about
thestatusof the biack box, He
was speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the 7 Heli-
copters and Small Aircraft
Summit 2025,

Asked when the govern-
ment expects to retrieve data
from the black box, the mini-
stersaid, “This ks a very tech-
nicalmatterand AAIBwill be
dolng it. | don't want io put
any pressure. Lei them go
through the whole process.”

Maida fermed as specula-
tion that the black box of Air
India Might AII7T1 was being
sentto the US.

The Air India Dreamliner
aircraft crashod seconds afler
taking off from the Ahmed-
abad airpart, killing 241 on ba-
ard the aireraft, and 34 on the
ground, — Dur Burean
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GuIif Airspace Reopens: Flights
Resume Amid Easing Tensions

Mumbai: Alr Indix, Alr India Ex-
press, and IndiGo, along with Gulf
carriers ke Gatar Alrways an Tu
osday started resuming flights to the
Middke East and Europe following
the reopening of key airspacoes

Couniries like Gutar, the UAE, Ko
wait, and Bahrain had shit their
atlrspewces on Monday ambd a sharp
escalition in the lsrael-Iran conflict
with Tebiran Eunching missile st
kes gt an LS military base in Gatar
This triggersd major Dight disrup-
tone, aflecting ale traffe scives the
Gulf, Europe, and North Ameriea,
The myove 1o restar services comes
as peepoliticil tensions in the e
gion appear to be de-esealating.

Adr [ndia sabd it would progressi-
vely resume serviees to the Mididle
Eiwst, withmost of its operations ex-
pected o mrmalise by June 25, The

airfineisalsoreinstnting services i
Europe that were cancelled eadier
this woek

Flight= to the east coast of the US
it Canads will resiome soon tho-
g some may cortinue o fhee dela
VEar reroarting. "Air India will con-
tinue o mvobd airspoces assessed ns
sl ot any given dme,” the aldd
ne said ina statemsnt.

Adr Indlia Express pestarted its Dl
hi-Musecat service day, with additio-
nal fights to Muscat, Riyadh, and
Jeddah slated hrough the day
Flights to the UAE — inciucting Da-
hai, Abw Dhabi, Sharjuh. Al Ain,
aniel Ras Al Khikrmiah —will resume
froam Wednesdax

IniliGo sabd s flights 1o and from
Gulfl mountries are opersting but
warni that Imnlan airspace rema-
ins restrictod. — Cur Burean



e 1 _

AIRPORTS AUTH

ORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEEE PRESS JOUEMNAL

MUMBAT

24 JUNE 2025

Flights cancelled as
Gulf shuts airspace

FPJ News Service

MUMBA|
—

Domestic and  international
flights were disrupted late on
Monday night following the
Gulf— Qatar, the UAE and
Bahrain — closed airspace afier
the escalation in the West Asia
conflict as Iran hit US nir bases
in Qatar and Irag.

An Alr Indin Express flight
that took off from Cochin at6.53
prmwas diverted o Muscat after
departure. Air India’s Doha-
bound flight, scheduled for
12.53 am, was cancelled. A Qatar
Alrways flight expected to bind
at Cochin at 253 am was de-
layed, which also affected its re-
turn., “As aresultof the ongoing
situation in the Middle Eastand
suspension of Qatar airspace,
Alr India Express has diverted

our Doha-bound flight from
Kochi to Muscat and returned
our flight bound from Kanm]
the airline said

Etihad Airways' service from
Cochin to Abu Dhabi was im-
pacted, withthe aincraft turning
back midway

Cochin Intemational Airport
cenfirmed the disruptions, not-
ing that flight services have
been temporarily affected due
o thie closure of Qatari airspace.
Passengers travelling to or from
affected destinations have been
advised to checkwith their air-
lines for updates,

Thiruvananthapuram Inter-
national Airport also issued an
advisory o passengers follow-
ing the closure of airspace in
West Asia,

P Contdon | nation

Flights cancelled...

“Due 1o the closure of airspace in the Middle East,
flight operations from  Thirmanenthapuram
International Afrport howe been impacted.
Possengers are requested to check with their
respective aifines on the swmtus of their flights
before arriving at the airport” the advisory said.

In a post on X, IndiGo said its Rights may experi-
ence delays or diversions due o the evolving situ-
ation In the region. “These adjustments are being
made o ensure operations remain within safe and
compliant airspace,” it added.

Afr India, o, announced it hos cancelled all
flights fyving over West Asia with immediste efect

Services hme been temporarily stopped to
European cities and o four US airports — NewYorl,
Newarl, Chicago and Washington — and to
Toronto (Canads), “Amid the developing situation {n
the Middle East, Alr Indin has ceased all operations
to the region as well a5 to and from the East Coast of
North America and Europe with immediate effect,
until further notice. Our Indiz-bound flights from
North America are diverting back t their respect-
ive origins and others are being diverted back to
India or re-routed away from the closed alrspaces.
We request the understnding of all passengers
who may be affected by this disruption that's
bevond an aldines control Alis in consulmtion with
its external security advisers and Is vigilantly moni-
toring the evolving situation. We will keep our pas-
sengers updated. The safety and security of our pas-
sengers and staff remain our number one priority”
a spokesperson said
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LUCKMN W
Alcancels 2
more flights
till July 15

Air India suspended two

Delhi-Lucknow flights (Al-

2460/2461) until July 15
due to "operatianal
issues,” likely linked to
safety audits post-
Ahmedabad incident,
Qwer 13 flights from
Lucknow already can-
celed, causing passenger
distress.
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Airspace open but flight disruption
to West Asian countries continues

Many foreign carriers continue to be cautious, cancelling, rescheduling, or re-routing many services to avoid regions

considered risky; 18 flights from Kochi, eight from Thiruvananthapuram, and 16 from Bengaluru were cancelled

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

hough West Asian
T countries reopened

their airspaces on
Tuesday morning after a
night-long shutdown in an-
ticipation of fresh attacks
by Iran on U.S. airbases, the
flight services to and from
the country, especially to
and from Kerala, to various
West Asian destinations
continued to be impacted
by the cascading effect of
the disruption of flight ser-
vices during an entire
night.

For instance, Air India
Express has been operating
around 900 flights to 13
destinations in West Asia
with peak traffic at night.
Grounding of the entire ser-
vices at night will have a
consequential impact on

A scene at Calicut International Airport on Monday following the
cancellation of flights to various Gulf destinations. SAKEER HUSSAIN

other services as these air-
craft are redeployed on oth-
er routes.

However, Air India Ex-
press, the airline that oper-
ates the highest number of
flights to West Asian desti-
nations from the country,
especially from Kerala, said
in a statement on Tuesday

that it was gradually “re-
suming its operations on
the Delhi-Muscat, Mumbai-
Muscat, Kozhikode-Mus-
cat, Kozhikode-Riyadh, and
Jaipur-Jeddah routes”. It
has scheduled flights to and
from key cities in the UAE,
including Dubai, Abu Dha-
bi, Sharjah, Al Ain, and Ras

Al Khaimah, as well as oth-
er cities in the West Asian
region on Wednesday.

Heavy congestion
Although airspaces were re-
opened, many foreign car-
riers continued to be cau-
tious, cancelling,
rescheduling, or re-routing
many services to avoid
areas considered risky.
Eighteen flights from Kochi
were cancelled on Monday
night, while eight flights to
West Asia from Thiruva-
nanthapuram were can-
celled.

Though the easing of air-
space restrictions brought a
temporary relief to the pas-
sengers, it caused a sharp
rise in airfares to India. On
Tuesday night, airfares
from UAE to Kochi were in
the range of ¥80,397- %1.13
lakh. Similarly, the fares are

in the range of ¥55,000-
T90,000 lakh on the UAE-
Kerala route on Wednes-
day. “It's not predatory
pricing. Seats are fewer, but
demand is high, which
drives the fares up,” said
airline sources.

16 flights cancelled

Due to the closure of cer-
tain airspaces in West Asia,
several flights have been
cancelled from the Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port (KIA) in Bengaluru.

The cancelled flights in-
clude six arrivals and 10 de-
partures. Some of these
flights were scheduled to
arrive and depart on July 23
and 24.

In addition to the cancel-
lations, five international
flights were diverted to
Bengaluru.

(With Bengaluru inputs)
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A petition filed in the Supreme Court on Tuesday
alleged “svstemic failures™ in maintenance,
functionality and passenger services on Alr India
flight= while highlizhting the tragic Ahmedabad
crash. The plea filed by advocate Ajay Bansal
wanted the court to order the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) w conduoct
surprise audits of the entire fleet of Air India and
other airlines operating in India, and make
public its findings, corrective measures and
penalties imposed. The petition sought a
suspension of the operation of Alr India’s Boeing
fleet in order to hold a safety audit within two
weeks, The plea pointed o the Ahmedabad crash
and reports of maintenance backlogs.
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In aftermath of air crash, public
anger focused on puhc targets

Anjuli ,'
Bhargava b

phrase in Shakespeare’s
Henry IV, “Uneasy lies
the head that wears the
crown” sums up the
position Tata Sons chairman
Natrajan Chandrasekaran and
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
find themselves in as the initial
shock of the Air India crash dies
down. An outpouring of public
grief and anger in the absence of
clarity on what led to the crash
and a clear culprit to vilify has
fairly or unfairly been directed at
those in the eye of the storm.

Public apologies from both
have by and large fallen on deaf
ears and scrutiny of the actions
of the Tata and Air India man-
agement have been relentless
and unforgiving includ-
ing comparisons with
how a JRD Tata or
Ratan Tata would have
handled a crisis of this
nature. A letter sent by
former Indian Airlines
captain and anindustry
veteran Shakti Lumba
castigating the absence
of the Tata chairman at the
funeral of the captain of the flight
in question went viral. A public
apology issued by Air India CEO
Campbell Wilson was alleged to
have been plagiarised from a
similar one tendered a few
months earlier by the CEO of
American Airlines in the wake of
an air collision.

‘While the above might consti-
tute the trivial or relatively
inconsequential, more substan-
tive issues have been raised by
sections of the industry including
those manning similar posts in
rivalairlines. It has been impos-
sible for those in the sector to
keep themselves at a distance
and not place themselves in the
shoes of those directly involved
or being held accountable for the
tragedy.

One of the biggest and most
glaring questions being asked is
whether someone with as many
hats to wear and juggle as the
Tata chairman should, in addi-
tion to all his present responsi-
bilities, also be chairing the air-
line. a decision Chandra appears

PICK OF
THE DAY

to have taken against the counsel
of some of his advisors at the
time of takeover.

While comparisons in hind-
sight cannot change the course
of events, industry experts and
IndiGo insiders point to the past
chairman of their airline: MD
Mallaya, former head of Bank of
Baroda, former SEBI chairman
M Damodaran, technocrat Ven-
kataramani Sumantran and with
the latest chairman Vikram §
Mehta, former chairman of Shell
in charge, to make the point that
all the past chairmen have been
those who have ended their past
active assignments and in a posi-
tion to give their sole attention to
the airline and its affairs, in
sharp contrast to Chandra, who
is willy-nilly pulled in many
directions. Jet Airways too was
chaired by founder Naresh
Goyal, who kept his eye and
attention almost solely on his
business from inception
till closure.

With an airline of the
size and complexity of
Air India with the merg-
ers and a mountain of
legacy issues, many
argue that his chairing
the board might not
have been and even
now may not be the best course
of action, one that Singapore Air-
lines representatives too seem to
have accepted as fait accompli.
This is a matter that might come
up for discussion in the after-
math of this tragedy or at least
should, as one former aviation
minister pointed out to me.

A second question which has
been raised before is on the com-
petence and abilities of the air-
line CEO Campbell Wilson, who
was the Tata’s fallback option
after the first candidate selected
from Turkish Airlines failed to
get security clearance. With his
prior experience as CEO of Scoot,
Singapore Airline’s low cost sub-
sidiary which started operations
in 2012 and has a fleet of 55-odd
aircraft now, Campbell, many
argued, had neither the requisite
experience nor the bandwidth to
handle an airline with over 200
aircraft while navigating the
Indian aviation landscape, even
if he had the best intention. The
magnitude and scale of the trans-
formation was and is beyond
him. manv airline insiders main-

The wreckage of the aircraft hclng lifted by a crane from the

roof of B Medical College mess building.

tain even today.

A top management source
pointed out that Campbell him-
self has primarily been in charge
ofa subsidiary of a “bigger moth-
ership in a cultural environment
where authority is easy to
enforce”.

He said that the magnitude,
complexity and environment
here in India would be a chal-
lenge even for someone who had
dealt with complex mergers in
the past, letalone someone who
has never had this kind of experi-
ence. “From a structured think-
ingand environment where your
calendar is fixed six months in
the future to be air dropped into
the chaos of the Indian aviation
working environment, the tran-
sition itself is not easy”, he
argued.

Another matter that has been
raised as a red flag is the “foreign
element” that began to infiltrate
the airline after Campbell took
charge. According to Air India
sources, there has been a steady
trickle of expats joining the air-
line across functions including
some of the spouses of the expats
being given roles as consultants,
leading to even more heartburn.
In an earlier interview, the CEO
had told this writer that his

HTPHOTO

moves so far here have been to
recruit Indians for most roles.
“The only exception so far was in
the area of safety and security
where I felt that bringing in
international best practice from
a major global airline was
required,” he had said after he
brought in Henry Donohoe as
head of safety for the carrier in
November 2022. In light of cur-
rent circumstances, critics argue
his words ring hollow. Given the
substantial investment in foreign
expertise, industry observers are
now questioning whether the
promised transformation in
safety standards has material-
ised, particularly given Donohoe
has had a tenure of over two
years.

In a previous response to que-
ries on the replacement of experi-
enced Indian staff with foreign-
ers, the airline spokesperson had
said that foreign nationals work-
ing as part of the Air India team
form less than 4% of the total sen-
ior management team and less
than 1% of the total employee
base of the organisation” and that
these “resources are playing a
crucial role in the transformation
journey™.

But if Campbell faces the
charees of introducine a foreion

clement, the Tatas face the more
serious charge of having “Tata-
ised” (read : bureaucratised) the
airline by systematically weed-
ing out specialised experience in
the name of getting rid of “leg-
acy” staffers (read: everyone over
50 years) and replacing them
with Tata trusted aides, with lit-
tle or no experience in the avia-
tion field. A letter by a whistle-
blower that has been doing the
rounds on social media names
four “key mistakes” in hiring,
which include the airline’s CCO,
CFO, CHRO and the chief cus-
tomer officer, and raises con-
cerns on mismanagement of the
airline. Over the last couple of
years, many staffers have also
complained about the over digi-
tisation and the vanishing of the
human element, saying that the
airline is run like one gigantic
app.
The fact that many top posi-
tions are filled by non-aviation
experts at their closest rival has
been a matter of great debate
and intrigue even in IndiGo
management circles, who have
more than once expressed their
amazement at this development.
As one of them said in a lighter
vein to this writer : “it makes us
wonder if we have got it all
wrong somehow”, as he keenly
observed the Air India hires over
the last couple of years. Thisis a
concern repeatedly raised by
experts and expressed many
times by this columnist too in
the pages of this newspaper.

But perhaps the most alarm-
ing — even if it comes from a
so-called disgruntled set — is the
assertion that this writer heard
more than once in the week fol-
lowing the crash from former
directors and commanders of
the airline: that things had gone
so awry that underlying issues
needed urgent attention, given
that aviation incidents typically
stem from accumulated opera-
tional weaknesses rather than
isolated events.

Will Campbell Wilson's proud
proclamation that the airline
now has a young team with an
average age of 35 years in fact
end up being its biggest Achilles
heel? Only time will tell.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about
governance, infrastructure
and the social sector
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Unit for choppers set up under DGCA

Dheeraj Bengrut
letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Civil aviation minister
Rammohan K Naidu on Tues-
day announced that there will
be a dedicated Helicopter
directorate under the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), establishing single-
window regulatory oversight
for the country's rotary-wing
aviation sector.

Naidu made the announce-
ment during his keynote
address at the 7th Helicopter
and Small Aircraft Summit, cit-
ing the need to address helicop-
ter-specific safety and certifica-
tion issues while assisting
operators with procedural
requirements.

The move comes after a
series of helicopter accidents
during this year's Char Dham
Yatra, including the June 15
crash of an Aryan Aviation hel-
icopter returning from Kedar-
nath that killed all seven per-
sons on board.

“There should be no com-
promise on the safety aspect,”
Naidu said, emphasising the
operational challenges posed
by sudden weather changes in
hilly terrain. “Safety of the pil-
grims must remain our top pri-
ority—there can be no short-
cuts, no room for communica-
tion errors and no margin for
poor decision-making.”

The minister highlighted
ongoing efforts to enhance sur-
veillance and air traffic control

systems for challenging routes,
particularly in Uttarakhand.

“Since it is a hilly area, air
traffic management is chal-
lenging as there is no signal
there. We are looking for inno-
vative solutions,” he said.

Naidu also announced the
formal award of new helicopter
routes under the government'’s
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik
(UDAN) scheme across several
states, aimed at strengthening
regional air connectivity across
states.

The Centre has simultane-
ously launched digital initia-
tives including the Heli Sewa
Portal, which streamlines oper-
ations through digitised route
approvals and slot allocations,
enhancing transparency and

efficiency.

The new directorate repre-
sents the first institutional sup-
port mechanism specifically
designed for rotary-wing avia-
tion in India.

Naidu stressed on the unique
role helicopters and small air-
craft play in a country like
India, where terrain and infra-
structure constraints make
conventional airports difficult
to establish in certain regions
with difficult terrain.

“India is such a vast country
with different terrains and
challenges. To connect every
corner, we need different eco-
systems. Helicopters help us
reach areas where it is difficult
to build airports,” Naidu
explained,
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New paradigm in
India-Canada ties

he commemoration of the bombing of Air India
Tﬂight 182 jointly by India, Canada and Ireland for

the first time on the 40th anniversary of the
tragedy that claimed 329 lives is an important moment
in recognising the international character of
terrorism, and the need for a global response to the
problem. It is significant that India sent a delegation to
the eventin Ireland led by Union minister Hardeep
Puri, who emphasised the need for deeper cooperation
with Canada to counter extremism and terrorism.

Over the past four decades, Canada largely treated

what was the worst act of aviation terrorism till the
9/l attacks in the US as an incident to be mourned by
India, though a majority of the fliers were Canadian
citizens of Indian-origin. Most of those involved in the
carnage got away because of a botched investigation
by Canadian authorities. The recent past has made
Canada reckon with the downing of Air India flight 182
as a tragic momentand a violentact against its own
citizens, and thereby, its sovereignty. That is a
powerful foundation that can be used by Ottawa
during its ongoing reset of its relations with New
Delhi, with a beginning having been made through the
recent meeting of prime ministers of the two
countries. While India and Canada must surely focus
on trade, investment, supply chains and technology to
give a boost to bilateral relations taken to a low point
by the row over the killing of a Khalistani activist, there
must be a substantive dialogue on security issues of
concern to both sides, including the threat posed by
cross-border. ideoloev-driven terrorism.
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Airlines weigh options, Al
suspends ops over W Asia

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI/NEW DELHI: Airlines
were on fresh alert late on Mon-
day after Qatar, Bahrain and
Kuwait closed their countries’
airspace temporarily as Iran
attacked the Al Udeid US mili-
tary base in Doha, the latest
upheaval to air travel.

United Arab Emirates air-
space was also closed based on
flight paths and air traffic con-
trol audio, according to a post
on X by the air traffic tracking
website Flightradar24 on Mon-
day. Dubai Airports did not
comment and referred Reuters
to the Dubai government media
office.

Air India (Al) said in a state-
ment that it has ceased all oper-
ations to the region as well as to
and from the East Coast of
North America and Europe with
immediate effect, until further
notice. “Our India-bound flights
from North America are divert-
ing back to their respective ori-
gins and others are being
diverted back to India or
re-routed away from the closed
airspaces,” the airline said.

Flightradar24 showed virtu-
ally no air traffic in the Gulf and
over Qatar and Bahrain about
1735 GMT in what earlier in the

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express on Monday diverted
two Doha-bound flights due
to the closure of Qatar air-
space. “As a result of the
ongoing situation in the
Middle East and suspension
of Qatar airspace, Air India
Express has diverted our
Doha-bound flight from

Al Express diverts 2 Doha-bound
flights following airspace closure

from Kannur,” the airline
said in a statement.

Ina poston X, IndiGo said
some of its flights may expe-
rience delays or diversions
due to the evolving situation
in the Middle East.

“These adjustments are
being made to ensure opera-
tions remain within safe and

Kochi to Muscat and compliant airspace,” it
returned our flight bound added. AGENCIES
day had been a busy space filled  Flight Solutions said.

with commercial flights.

Cancellations in recent days
to typically resilient aviation
hubs such as Dubai, the world's
busiest international airport,
and Qatar’s Doha by interna-
tional carriers reflect escalating
aviation industry concerns
about the region.

Carriers had been likely
avoiding airports in UAE and
Qatar and, to a lesser extent,
Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Ara-
bia, due to concerns that Iran or
its proxies will target drone or
missile attacks on US military
bases in these countries, avia-
tion risk consultancy Osprey

The conflict has already cut
off major flight routes, with the
usually busy airspace stretching
from Iran and Iraq to the Medi-
terranean largely void of com-
mercial air traffic since Israel
began strikes on Iran on June
13. Airlines have been diverting,
cancelling and delaying flights
through the region due to air-
space closures and safety con-
cerns. Kuwait Airways sus-
pended on Monday its flight
departures from the country.

Three Air India flights
headed to Doha were diverted to
other airports due to the air-
space closing.
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IndiGo employee accuses his
seniors of caste-based abuse

A 35-vear-old IndiGo airlines employee has
accused his three seniors of caste-based abuse at
workplace. A first information report has been
registered under the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
and sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at a
police station in Gurugram. The airline, however,
denied the allegations as “baseless claims”. The
complainant, a resident of Bengaluru, has alleged
that he was called for a meeting in Gurugram’s
Sector 24 on April 28, during which the seniors
subjected him to “caste-based verbal abuse,
discrimination, and threats intended to humiliate
and degrade” him for his caste.
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As airspaces in West Asia gradually
reopen, Indian airlines resume flights

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, JUNE 24

WITH AIRSPACES of West Aslan
ouniries progressively reopen-
ing an Tuesday amid clear signs
of de-escalationinthe BraeHan
conflict, Indian airlines — Air
India, Air India Express and
IndiCso = announced a gradual
resurniptionof their ightsto the
regionand beyond.

So0n after the airspace do-
sures late Monday, Air Indga an-
nounced suspersson of all itsop-
erationsio the region aswell as i
and from Europe and the cast
coast ol Marth America withim-
mediate eflect until further no-
tice.consideningthat fying ther
wouild entail overfiying West Asia

Adr Indiais presenty the onky
Iidian airbine that flses o Europe
and MomhAmenca. Other Indian
airlines like IndiCGo and Spicefet
Faad] cavtiomed Byers that some of
therr Mights m the regioncould see
delays or dive rsions, while Akr
Inckia Express suspended ios flights
betwieen Inciaand Wedt Asia.

Fallowing Monday evening's
mussile attack by lran brgeting a
S miblitary base in Qatar various
Gulll states including Qatar, the
UAE, Batwrain, and Kuwait had
diosed their airspaces. This had
led to numerous flights headed

MEANWHILE: India on Tuesday evacouated over 1,100 citize ns
from lranand lsrael, taking the number of evacoees under
Operation Sindhu to 3,170, Fo

Tor key hub airponts like Doha,
Duibvai and A Dhabidiverting to
other airpors, with.a feweaum-
g iothar angnairports.A num:-
berof flights werealsocancelled.
“As atrspaces gradually re-
open in certain parts of the
Mickdle East, Air India will pro-
gressively resume flights to the
region starting today, with most
operations to and from the
Pictdle East resuming rom 25
June Flights o and from Edrope,
previously cancelled, e also be-
g progressively reinstated from
today, while services to and from
the East Coast of the US and
Canad.awall resume at the earli-
est opportunity,” an Al lndia
spokespersan said Tuesday.

In a traved advisory ssued
Tuesday, IndkGo said: ", we ae
prudently and progressively re-
suming operations on these
rouies, W are fully consedening
the safest available (hght paths "

Airlndha Exprress saxl itwas re-
suming aperations to and from
‘West Asia from Tussday, waththe
Delhi-Muscat route. followed by
serviceson the Mumbal-Muscat,
Kozhikode - Muscar, Koefhikode -
Riyadh and Japur- jeddah routes
“Adr India Express Mighits o and
froam ke cities im LAE —including
Db, Abu Dihabi Sharah, Al Ain
and Ras Al Khaimah —as well as
other cities in Middle East, are
scheduled from Womorrow,” a
spokesperson saic
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Air iIndia

crash:

How is the Indian
probe going?

BY SOUMYA GUPTA

India’s Alrcraft Accadent Investigation Burean s anslysing the black
b of the crashed AF-1T] Dreamliner, but reports suggest one of the
devices may be sent abrosd to recover crucial evidence. What's going
on A explains the procedure and intemational prectice

What is a black box,
1 witny is It important?
Every aircrall s fitted witha “blach
boa™, 3 dlevive thal trcks kay
attrilmites of a fight. The hlsk
I miounteal on band
cunmierrial Nights comgparise 1wo
ddeviees. The Mirtis te flight data
reurler, o FINAL which reconls
e stiribnatis or “parametens”,
inchudinnga Mgl Tinse 2
altituadie for 1he 1otal durstion of 8
jtermey. The second is the cockpit
vaiee recomder, or CVIL T reconds
all sovels macle in the coclgir,
incisling whal the pilors amd e
Nemghin crew say, Dessibes sounels
mzicle by expuigmment. The ek
bsipies sbores Lheli cisla i memiory
chips sl sin withaand extreme

bt avad waler degths.

15 theere a timeline to

this investigation?
Thetre b oo fiin e an miniser
Muidi bl reporiens the iechinical
prrowcess will Eabee iis due coneras,
T AAIE & el 1o ditecidde whess
Ut Dstoche Devseesst sbswnded Do taibien
[ clatst et sl (e ebvill avlation
ministry sabd last weel Howeser, g
high-level comirtes under the
Tt s rediery huas preoamised 1o
jprodinee a regort in theee months,
recotmretmiing kg -lerm refiims
Ty rmprrore ayEstion safety in Badia
e Abnrall Qnvestigation of
Acvidents aod Bncideiils) Miiles,
N7 saty Dl vepeiet shoubd be
suhimitted o all eoneensed parties

St newn ot reprariesd Ut Bl wis
plarrig o sl e Dilack boses 1o 1w DS
[t Vit by amiabysin, st that lodian
[eiliniies ot censbibe T retriane all Lhe
dala froen e devices. Civilaviition
it K Mameisalian Neidu denied the
ilaktn 1ot Ao, Xabola Dl Inanguisited
Lo ress “Pilach Bos Lals™ n New Delhia
ettt Ulwit-iert ety Ulest cos B8 crmmee.

How will tha biack box

be investigated?
Timliors Arcrafl Accitden
Tt rakion Burean (AATHE,
reporting o the minksiey of civl
arviintbon, b started a prefiminae
irvestigation af the crash, bed In
ther direetor general, The AAIR
team recovered Lhe Mighins M
Rk B st oo 15 June, and Lhe
other sef on 16 fine. The AATH has
gathered all svidence, including
letiris Troem ibe crasdi New, i will
deall bechnical reports, piecing
toviged b wdeat Beed do 1 e crashy,
Imatsiee] o sl (e vl
inehiding evidesmes from the black
B A final pepert mus be
acowpited by the DG of civl
avizdion and then made publieon
e AALR st

What's the controversy
around Al-T7Ts black boxes?

Is this in fline with

International norms?
Mol exucily. The libermational
Crvill Aviationn O sl ko Desol
savs i predbminary report shoidd
e sl mmitmen] to B withio S0adave
o & erasdy. AATH rulbes Bawe o stach
bl Drlia bs an Teao sigpatory.
Aviatborn sality expiert Amdn Siigh
sail intermational rales mandaoke
ant independey chilel imestimior
or juskicial lnguiey for @ sefons abr
avident. Instisach, the Centre has
appeointest o high-level panel Final
air eranh repors ane tabiled and
timaide piililie os peer koo staslands
I At 1, Dt et sy Diadin
muthsorities oflen hresch them,
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Adr india is facing intense scrutiny after a plane
crash killed 3T peaple BEUTIRS

DGCA cancels Al's
regulatory audit

caneedled s planned visi 1o Alr India

hesdguarters on Tuesday for an annoual
regutlatory mudit, two people with dinect
Fmwwledpe sald.

Adr Inedia late on Monaday censed all ks
ogsrratbons (o the Middle East, Enropse and the
East Coast of North America until further
nethoe due 1o Israel-lran tensions. One of the
sonrces sald that was o key resson for
cancelling the sudit as ihe alrline wis oceupled
with tackiing the crisis.

Ten oficizls from the Directorate General of
Clvil Aviatbon (IMGCA) were o visit Alr India
hendguarters near New Delhl on Tuesday for
an annual sudit, just & the alrline is Bcing
Intense seruting afier o plane crash killed 271
prope

Adr Indlia and the DGCA did not responid to
Hewlers' request for comment . REUTERS

I milia’s aviation safety watchidog has
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Indian airlines suspend

flights to Middle East

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines have
suspended several flights to the
Middle East following the closure
of key airspaces in the region, caus-
ing widespread disruption for pas-
sengers and triggering linancial
strain for multiple carriers.

Adr India announced a halt
on ils services to the Middle East,
Europe, and five destinations
in the US and Canada “Amid
the developing situation in the
Middle East, Air India has ceased
all operations to the region as well

as to and from the East Coast of

North America and Europe with
immediate effect until further
notice,” the airline said in a
statement. It added that several
MNorth America-bound flights have
been rerouted or turned back.

Air India Express, which serves
more than 15 cities in the Middle
East, also issued a statement con-
firming a temporary suspension

©© IN VIEW OF THE
EVOLVING SITUATION AND
THE CLOSURE OF CERTAIN
AIRSPACES IN THE MIDDLE
EAST. AIR INDIA EXPRESS HAS
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED
FLIGHTS TO THE REGION

of its operations. “In view of the
evolving situation and the elosure
of certain airspaces in the Middle
East, Air India Express has tem-
porarily suspended flights to the
r:gix.m.'" the carrier said.

IndiGo, another major Indian
airline, confirmed on Tuesday that
it was cautiously Continuwed an P4

Indian airlines

restarting ﬂ:ﬁh[!. as conditions
allowed. “We continue to momi-

tor the situation closely and are

fully considering the safest avail-
able [Hight paths to ensure secure
arsd seamless travel” the airdine said
on X The disruptions have affected
internatienal travel routes, particu-
larly those tramsiting throagh major
Middle Eastern hubs such as Dubai
amd Dwsha, Qatar Airways and sev
eral ather international carriers are
also !’al.'ir!g, consdraints due to the
restricted air corridors.

An official at Delld airport con-
feremeed theat at least 20 outhound
{lights and 28 arrivals wese can-
called since Monday njg]'LL Arminng
the affected airlines are Air India,
Lo, Spicefel, and Akasa Air.

Spacelet and Akasa Air bath
mﬂusunu X that their aperationg
coubd experience delays or cancel-
latinns as a result of the regaonal
situation. The airspace closures fol-
Jowed missile attacks launched by
fran targeting US military facilities
in Catar, prompling several Gulf
ations to shut down partions off
their airspace.

25 JUNE 2025
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Domestic
air travel
rises 1.80% to
140.56 lakh in
Mayv: DGCA

MUMBAL India’s domes-
tic air passenger traffic
increwied 189 per cent o
140,56 lakh in May com-
pared 1o that of the same
mimnith last year. accondin
1o the Directorale G
of Civil Aviation {DGCAR
DGCAS monthly data
showed the number af
domestic passengers Nevam
I:r:,- the Indzan airline in May
024 was 137,96 lakh.
In the previoes month,
1ru:|ii'_:u {lew a total ol 93.09
wl‘hﬂ. mar-
HEI. share of 64 per cent,
l’ulhm-ed by the Air India
which recorded

3.- 22 lakh Fjﬁ-
bing 2 market share ol 26.5

prer cenl miarket share.

The two other najor
carriers Akasa Air and
Spicefet. Qew748 lakh
and 3.40 lakh i
mpﬂ:!h’ﬂ?', l!LLﬂ.I'I.EEII:T.'I:
mionth wnder review:

Alcsa's market share
sinod at 5.3 per cent while
Spicejet’s share in the total
domestic pasienger traf-
fie wias 2.4 cenl, as
the data. b =

In terms of scheduled

rily. Indiro delivered
the 'qi_]'leﬂ. on-lime per-
formance at BA per cent in
Mary folbowed by Adr India,
which clocked 79.7 per cent
OTF fram six lz:r airporis,
as Pe}r’d:.la.

The. six 8 e
Doethi, Nhlmh%g;l
uri, H}'r]mha.d. Chennai
and Kolkata m
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Airlines resume flight ops in West Asia, Europe

SLALITHA & hewDeite

WITH the situation Ln the Mid
ile East easing the tense af-
masphere on Monday and Ga-
tar opening 1ts alrspace,
aidines opemting to and from
India have annoinced a gradu-
al resumption of operations
beginning Tussday

Major alrlines had an-
nounced a shutdown late on
Monday, and a few had said
that flights could take longer
rmouies than scheduled.

Afr Indin Express, the most
prominent Indian player inthe
Gulf space, operates S0 Bighis
every week between clties In
Imuch b arned 138 et it {oncs o0 thie
Middle East

In & relense, the alrline said,
“Alr India Express is progres-
slvely resuming its operations
oy the Middle Enst from today,
June 24, as alrspaced in the re
gion reopen. Our frst Might to
the reglon today will be on the
Delhi-Muscat route, followed
by services on the Mumbal
Musecat, Kozhikode- Muscat,
Kozhikode-Riyadh, and
Jaipur-Jeddah routes.”

Ajr India Expreas Mights to
and from key cities in the TAE

Including Dubad, Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah, Al Ain, and Ras Al
Ehaimah — as well as other cit-
les im the Middle Enst, are
scheduled from Wednesday
{June 25, it added.

Adr India sald it would

India, Pak extend airspace closura by a month

India and Pakistan have closed thelr alrspace for each other until July
24, The airspace closure period was et to expine on ne 24 morning
Anafficial frorm the Crvil Aviation Ministry told this repartern, “India has
also decdided to closa its alrspace for Pakistan until luly 24 {5.20 am).
The decsion was taken on Monday night, We have not istued any
official statement as of mow.”

-
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resums operatlony In the can-
curlhed sector in the US and Cine
ada in the near future while
ofher routes woere being opened
up. A spokesperson sakd, “As
airspaces gradually reopen in
certain parts of the hliddle
East, Air India will progres-
sively resums fighis to the re-
Elon sarting today, with most
operations to and from the
Middle East resuming from
June 25, Flights to and from
Europe, previously cancelled,
nre alkso b ing progrossively re-
Instated from today (Taesday ),

while services to snd from the
Enst Const of the TS and Cana
da will resume ai the earliest
opportunity”

Thestatement added, “Some
Dighis may experience delays
or cancellations due to conse-
gquent lal impacts and extendead
re-routings/flight times, but
Wit are ecommitied 0 minimis
ing disruptions and restoring
our schedule integriiy”

It also sald that the airline
wordd avoid alrspaces assessed
as unsafe al any given Lime.
“The saflety and security aof

our passemngers, stafl, and air-
craft mmain our op priority”
1t addied

Splosjet connects different
cities in India with Dubai
alore, It operntes 12 Nighis dal
ly from Delhi, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Pune, Amritsar,
Kochl, Madural, Jaipar and
Kozhikode. A spokesperson
snid, "We have resumoed opers
tions an all sur routes from
Tuesday We had to cancel some
routes lnst evening alone.”

Indigo said, “The Night op-
erations into, out of. and
through the Gull countries
have stabilised and amre operat-
1 as scheduled. However, as
atrapnce over Ikan memains re
stricted. some flights may 1ake
alternate routes, which could
result in longer travel times
We recom mend kee ping o close
watch on your Might status for
the latest updades ™

Batar Alrways sald, “We are
In the process of restoring our
global network of more than
1T destinations und sre assist-
Ing all affected passengers with
rebooking amd support as
quickly as possible™

Emirates, which vrouted its
Mights wvia Dubal on Monday,
suid it would continue to oper:
ate Nights ns scheduled nsing
Might paths well distanced
from confliet areas “Some
flights may incur delays due o
lxnger re-mutings or airspace
congest lon," 1t addsd,
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DGCA gives 7- day deadline to fix safety flaws

RAJESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

he Directorate General of
Tl.n il Aviation (DGCA)

has taken strong excep-
lion to several defects al major
airports and airlines and direct-
ed them o rectify the faws
within seven days. The regula-
tor, however, refrained from
diselosing the names of airlines
and airports.

From a faded centre line
marking of a runway al an air-
port to non-updation of
obstruction Hmitation data for
three vears to rapid taxiway
flaws and unidirectional light-
ing issues to ground handling
equipment’s such as baggage
trodlies, BFL, were found unser-
viceable, the DGCA came
across multiple defects in the
aviation ecosystem.

Two teams led by the Joint
Director General, DGCA car-
ried out comprehensive survedl-
lance during night and early
morning hours at major air-
ports, ineluding Delhi and
Mumbai. The surveillance cov-
ered multiple eritical areas
such as ﬂigEi operalions, air-
warthiness, ramp mi:l:*ly, air
traffic control (ATC), com-
munication, navigation and
surveillance (CNS) systems
and pre-Nlight medical evalua-
Hons. Throughout the survedl-

lance, g;'uund activities and air-
craft movements were closely
monitored to check the compli-
ance of regulatory require-
ments and to identify weak
areas for improvemenl.

During the surveillance,
domestic flight of a scheduled
carrier was found to be held up
due to worn tyres and was
released only after the required
rectilication. There were miul-

le cases whereln the report-
cE defects reappeared many
times on airerafl, indicating
ineffective monitoring ill.'!ﬁ
inadequate rectification.

In a detailed statement about
the surveillance findings,
DGCA listed multiple cases
wherein the reported defects
reappeared many times on the
aircraft indicating ineffective
monitoring and inadequate
rectification. “During mainte-
nance, slety precautions found
not [to have been) taken by
AME (Adircraft Maintenance
Engineer) as per AMM

(Adrcralt Maintenance
Manual}; at places, AME was
nol ailrnd.LnH to the SNag rec-
Hiication; defect reports gener-
ated by the atrcrafl system, were
not found recorded in the
technical logbook.” the state-
ment said.

Also, DGCA found that sev-
eral life vests were not proper-
ly secured beneath their desdg-
nated seats in aircraft and the
corrosion-resistant tape on the
right-hand side winglet’s lower
blade was found to be dam-
aged. At an airport, centre line
marking of & runway was
observed faded and the rapid
exil taxiway, green centre light
was nol unidirectional. The
obstruction limitation data was
found to have not been updai-
ed for last three years and no
survey has been performed
despife many new constric-
tons around the vicinity of
aerodrome, DGCA said.

However, names of the air-
porls were nol disclosed. "A

number of w:hida:h in the ramp
area were found without speed
governors. These vehicles were
withdrawn by caneelling their
AVP and drivers ADP were
suspended.” the stalement said

Further, the regulator said a
simulator was found not
matching with the atreraft con-
figuration and that the software
was not updah'd tor the current
version. Besides, a domestic
flight of a scheduled carrier was
held up due to worn tyres and
it was released only alter the
required rectification was done,
it added.

DGCA emphasised that it
has initiated a focused assess-
ment of the aviation ecosystem
to strengthen safely measures
across the sector. “Throughout
the surveillance, ground activ-
ities and aircraft movements
were clo 5:'}' monitored to
check the compliance of regu-
latory requirements and to
identify weak areas for
improvement,” the statement
said. The surveillance, which
comes against the backdrop of
the fatal Air India plane erash
al Ahmedabad on June 12,
covered critical areas such as
flight operations, airworthi-
ness, ramp salety, air traffic
control, communication, nav-
igation systems and pre-flight
medical evaluations,
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US strikes on Iran add to global travel disruptions and flight cancellations

ASSOCIATED PRESS B New York

he US entry into Israels
Twar with Iran has caused

travel disruptions to pile
up globally. 3 £

Following unprecedented
bombings ordered by President
Donald Trump on three
Iranian nuclear and military
sttes over the weekend, Iran on
Monday launched a missile
attack on US forces at Qatar's
Al Udeid Air Base. Qatar had
closed its airspace just hours
earlier, after both the US and
UK also urged their citizens to
shelier in place there.

The region has been on edge
following the weekend strikes
from the US - and since Israel
began the war with a surprise

bombardment on Iran, which
has responded with its own
missile and drone strikes, ear-
lier this month.

As deadly attacks escalated
between lsrael and Iran, sec-
tons of alrspace and atrports
throughout the region have
temporarily closed. And ate-
lines cancelled more flights in
recent days, with some Eal‘lmﬂ
select routes through the mid-
dle of the week - particularly in
Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates, just across the
Persian Gulf from Iran.

Mideast is worst alfected

The Middle East carriers
were severely affected with
cancellations and delays, Qatar
Adrways said its flights were
SLLE]."'L"I.'“J.-I.‘{J because of the clo-

sure of air traffic in Catar.
“The airfine is working elose-
Iy with government stakehold-
ers and the relevant authorities
to supporl impacled passen-
gers, and will resume opera-
tions when the airspace
reopens,” it said, while warning
that delays were likely even
after operations resume.
Additional ground staflf was
sent to Hamad International
Adrport and other key airports
bo assist alfected passengers, it
saiel. Emirates suspended all
flights 1o Tran and [raq, incud-
ing those serving Baghdad and
Basra, until and Including
Monday 30 June 2025. An
unspecified number of other
Emirates flights were rerouted
but continuing to operate

Nights as schedubed, using Might
paths well distanced from con-
flict areas. Some Mights may be
delayed. Etihad Adrways, the
other of the two flag carriers of
the United Arab Emirates, sus-

pended all flights between Abu
Dhabi and Tel Aviv through
July 15, and also announced
several reglonal flight cancella-
tons for Monday and Tuesday,

inclu rlmg those connecting

Abu Dhabi to and from Kuwait,
Doha, Dammam and Muscat.

Gulf Air, the carrier of the
Kingdom of Bahrain,

extended the cancellation of

scheduled ﬂighu to Jordan

and until June 27.

“As the safety of i1s passen-
gers and crew members
remuting a top priority, Gulf Air
will continue to monitor devel-
opments in the region closely,
and work with its partners o
help accommodate and reroute
passengers aflected by these
flight cancellations.” it said.

Many other airlines cancel
and delay flights

Singapore Airlines, for
example, cancelled some fights
to and from Dubai starting
Sunday and through
Wednesday, citing “a securily
assessmend of the geopolitical
sitmation in the Middle East”
And British Adrways has sim-
ilarly suspended flights to and
from Doha 1|1ruu_1_,';h

Wednesday. “Safety is always
our highest priorty” British
Airways said in a statement
confirming its cancellations 1o
The Associated Press, adding
that it “will keep the situation
under review”

Air India on Monday
announced it was ceasing “all
operations to the region as
well as to and from the Easi
Coast of North America and
Europe” immediately until fur-
ther notice.

The airline, which is still
reeling from a plane crash that
killed at least 270 people
earlier this month, added that
India-bound flights from Narth
America were being diverted or
rerouted away from closed
airspaces,
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Kanishka bombing anniversary reminder
to fight violent extremism: Canadian PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA =
Dttava

rime Minister Mark
PE.’nrnc}' has said the Air
India Flight 132
Kanishka bombing 40 years

ago is a “sombre reminder of

our commitment to fight vio-
lent extremism and keep
Canadians safie”

Ea.rnr:'}"s comments coin-
cided with the 4(th anniver-
sary of the deadly Kanishka
bombing, memarial events
for which were held across
Canada, including at the
Air India monuoment at
Dow’s Lakee here, by comma-
nity memtbers, Indian mis-
sions among others on
Monday.

The Montreal-London-
Mew Delhi Air India
‘Kanishka' Flight 182 explod-
ed 45 minutes before it was
supposed to land at UKS
Heathrow Airport on June
23, 1985, due to a bomb
planted by Canada-based
terrorists, killing all 329 peo-
ple on board. At least 280
were Canadians, with most
of them of Indian descent.

“40 years ago, Canada
faced the deadliest terrorist
attack in its history. Today,
we monrn the 268 Canadian
victims of the Air India
bombing and all who have
been killed in acts of terror-
ism — & sombre reminder of
our commitment to fight
violent extremism and keep
Canadians safe]” Carney said
in a post on X PForeign

Minister Anita Anand too
expressed solidarity throogh a
post an X: “This terrorist
sttack stands as the deadliest
in our country’s history — one
we must never forget We
remember the victims and
our thoughts are with their
loved ones who hove mourned
for decades.”

“Canada will continue to
work with our allies and part-

niers to better detect, prevent,
and respond to the threats and
impacts of terrorism and vio-
lent extremism.” she added.
Earlier, Carney said
Canadas new government
“unequivocally” stands against
terrorism and described the
Air India Flight 182 Kanishka
bombing terror attack 40 years
ago as the “deadliest attack in

our country’s history”
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DGCA finds several flaws within domestic
airlineoperations, gives 7daystofix issues

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MNEW DELHL, 24 JUNE

Aviation safety watchdog
[X3CA has camied out com-
prehensive surveillance at
major airports, including
Dethi and Mumbai, and found
severil s hortcomings within
domestic aifdine operations
at some o !pﬂ-" 5

The DGCA isthe repulatory
by in the field of Cril Avi-
ation p:ullu.nh dealing with
safetyissues andisfullycom-
mitted for safety andsecunty
uf alroperations inthe coun-
try.

"As part ofitscommitment,
DGCA had issued an Order
e June 19 to indtiate a focused
mmessment of the aviathon
ecosystem (o streng hensafety
mieastimes aeross the aviation
sector,” the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said in a statement
on Tuesday.

The aviation regulator,
which ordered a new set of
Comprehenstve Spoacial Audies
ofairports toenhance safety
following the jolt tothe coun-
try's civil aviation sector in

i =

the wake of the trapic Air
India crash in Ahmedabad,
fouind "rrultiple cases whetein
the reported defects re-
appeared many times on the
aircraft indicating the nef-
fective monitoring and inad-
equate rectification action
on the defecis/repeated
defects”,

As partof the nspections,
certainsalety violations and
lapses have been identified
and action B being taken,
mduding in line maintenance
stores, where ool control
procedures were not inllowed,
the aviation regulator said
inosttement

The regulator also found
that during maintenance of
alrcraft, the work order was

not followed and, in some
instancesdurnng maEntenance
safety precautions by pircm f
maintenanceengneers (AL
perihe Airorafi Maintenance
Manual {AMM).

Black Box isin India, being
examined by AATE, says Civil
Aviation Ministers Civil Avi-
ation Minister K, Bammohan
Naidu on Tuesday made kit
clear that Indiz i analysing
the blick box ol the Ale ] ndia
aircraft hatcrashedin Ahmecd -
abad, ond it has not been
serd abrodad, contranyto some
earlier reporns,

Addressing an aviation
summmit, Mabdu said, "l is all
speculation. The black box
is very much in India, and it
is currently being invest gaed
by the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIR)."

U being asked about the
black box inbmmation to be
refeased, the minister replied
that it's a technical pmocess
and will take some tme. He
weniontosay, " Letthe AALR
do its job pnd complete the
full investigation.”



OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AIF?I?*'"JF‘ ISAUT HUH#T ¥

THE STATESMAN DELHI 25 JUNE 2025

PIL in top court seeks suspension of Air
India’s Boeing fleet over safety concerns

PARMOD KUMAR

Inthe aftermath of the tragic
crash of Air India’s Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner on the
Ahmedabad-London route
thiat clabrmesd 2 701 ves, includ-
ing 241 on board including
crew members and 2 on
the ground, a public inte nest
petition (PIL] has been filed
inthe Supreme Court secking
immediste suspension of
operations of all Boeing
aircrft operated by Air India
until @ compreh ensive safety
audit is completed,
ThePIL, filed by sdvocate
Ajay Bansal, calls for imme-
dlinte steps o msune passenges
safety and statu torycompli-
ance under the Aircraft Act,
193 and Aircraft Rules, 19357,
e petition er has also sought
the public disclosureof safety

audit findings and penal
action against those found
negligent.

The fune 12 crash, which
has sent shockwaves across
the country and the aviation
sector, forms the backdrop
of the petition. Bansal con-
tends that the fatal mishap
has cast serious doubts over
the airworthiness andobser-
vance of mamtenance pro-
tocols of Air Indin’s Boeing
fleet.

lhe petitioner has also
cited his own recent travel
emenmct-nn Alr India flight
Al 127 (Dethi-Chicago) on
My 20, alleging o breakdown
in hasic in-flight services
Despite travellingin Business
Class, he claims the seats
were non-funciional, air
conditioning failed, and the
in-flipht entenainment system
wis non-operational uniil

cmising altimde

Although a formal com-
plaint was lodped, Air India
only partially acknowledged
the foult and offered 10,000
incompensation. This isnot
anisolated incident; apatern
of neglect and poor service
prevails, the plea adds.

The petition further nefers
to o Directomte General of
CivilAviation (DGEA) inspec-
tion report that allegedly
uncovered falsified safery
andit records.

According to the neport
thirteen “spat checks" clamed
to have been conducted at
major airports were found
to be fabricated, no valid
records, suthorsed spnotures,
or evidence of proper dele-
gation were available, in
sorme instnnees, Bsted auditons
werefound imvelling as pas-
sengers during the time of

the supposed checks.

Statingthat the Tata Group
ook over Air India in 2022,
the petition alleges that fin-
domental safety concerns
mdoperatnonal kBpses persist,
Even after the DGCAflagged
seriois defi clencies, noeffec-
BVECOTective acion appears
tohave been taken.

The PIL petitioner has
sought direction for imme-
dinte grounding ofunfit Boe-
ing aircrafi in Ajr India's leet,
framingof fresh safety guide-
lines under theAderaft Rules,
and mandatory periodic
checks of airframes, engines,
aned o bin systerms, The peti
toner hasalsosoughtenfome-
mentof acoountability under
aviation safety regulations
and public disclosure of all
safety audits and imposition
of penal consequences for
non-comp ki ance
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Flight disruptions

W CALCUTTA: Flights
betwean Calcutta and
Doha, Dubal and Aba
Dhatl were disrupted
following the closure of
airspace in Gatar and the
UAE. Sources at the Cal-
cutta alrport said they
recefved alerts on Mon-
day might that a Gatar
Alrways flight firom Db
o the clty didn't takie
off, Many atreraft from
Australin and Southeast
Asla vo Burope and the
US may land in Tndia
becanse of the alrepace
chosure Alr Tndla can-
celled all 1ts flghts over
the Gulf reglon late on
Monday. A the de-
veloping situation in the
Middle East, Alr India
has ceased all operations
fo the region as well as to
and from the East Coast
of North America and
Europe with immedinte
effect, until further
nottca. Our [ndia-bound
flights from North Amet-
fca are diverting back to
thelr respective origins,”
the airiine said. dito
fssmed a travel advisory:
“In view of the evolving
situation in the Middle
East, some of our flights
may experionce delays
or diversions... We rec-
ommend checking your
flight status regularly.=
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Flyers, crew on
Al London-Mum
flight get dizzy

Mumbai: At Jeast 17 people,
Including six cabin crew
meEmbers, fielt dizey and naEo-
seated on an Alr India Might
from London to Mumbai on
Moy, said sourees. Airin
din confirmed the incident
bt said onby five passengers
and two crew members took
il The flight AT-130 was ope
rated with o Boeing 777 air
craft. The aireraft that's un-
der increased scruting follo-
winy the Almedabod crash
= Boeing 787 Dreamliner
reports Manjn v,

The eause for the ilness
& under probe, Poor oxygen
supply, which on kead to hy-
Paial, £ Css nauses and
diriness on lights. ascanfi-
ofd poisoning. “On bosrd
gkt Ad-130 from London Hee
athrow to Mumbai, five pas
SETgers and (WO crew repor
e feoling dizzy and nousec
s dhurtng different phases of
the fight.” said Air lndis,

* Pilots not affected, P 11

Pilots of the
flight were
not affected

k Continued from page 1

Mumbal where ourmed

ical trams were ready to
provide hmmediate medical
assistance. After landing. two
passengers and two eabin
crew, who continued to feel
unwell, ware taken to the med-
feeal room for further examin
ation and were later dis-
charged. Weare investigating
the ineident and have duly no
tifiedd the regulator™

A souiree sald o cabin de
pressurisation problem could
cause lower bevels of onypen
in the pissenger cabin, bt
then oayeen masks dreop from
the overhead panel, which
didn't heappen during this
flight. “So, drop in cabin pres
sirisation is not likely to be
the canse. " Food pnissmingap-
ponrs o be the more [Hkely
cause, said the souroe,

The pllots of the Night
wens not affected. “Pilots get
their meal after the passen-
pers hive bieon served. Thiy
get the same food as the pas-
sengers.  Earlier, the com
mander and the first officer
would get spparate meal trays,
which came from two diffor
ont kitchens. Serving pilots
meals from dilferent kitchens
is a proactive safety measune
grounded in avistion risk
managemant

r l “he flaght Ianded aafely in
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Tech glitch forces
Al Exp to cancel
Jaipur-Dubai flight

Jaipur: Air India Express flight
IX 195 from Jaipur to Dubai was
cancelled on Monday morning
due to technical glitches just be-
fore take-off, reports Suparna
Roy. The flight, scheduled to de-
part at 5.30am, reached the taxi-
way at 6am but failed to take off.
A second take-off attempt was
made around 9am, but when the
technical issues persisted until
1lam, the airline cancelled the
flight. Kathan Taparia, a passen-
ger, posted on X: “Horrifyving ex-
perience ... Pilot turned back
first time, tried again after ‘re-
pairs’, failed again. Four hours
stuck inside.”
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11 dizzy on Al
flight: ‘Food
poisoning
likely cause’

Mumbai: Food poisoning
appears to be the more likely
cause for some persons fee-
ling dizzy and nauseated on
an Air India flight from Lon-
don to Mumbai on Monday,
said a source. During cabin
depressurisation, oxvzen
masks drop from the overhe-
ad panel, which didn’t hap-
pen during this flight. “So,
thatisnotlikely tobethe cau-
se,” the source added.
“...Five passengers and
two crew reported feeling
dizzy and nauseous during
different phases of the
flight,” said AI in a state-
ment. “The flight landed sa-
fely in Mumbai where our
medical teams wereready to
provide immediate medical
assistance, After landing,
two passengers and two ca-
bin crew, who continued to
feel unwell, were taken to
the medical room for furt-
her examination and later
discharged. We are investi-
gating the incident and have
duly notified the regulator.”
The pilots were not affec-
ted. *Pilots get their meal af-
ter the passengers have been
served. They get the same fo-
od as the passengers. Earlier,
the commander and the first
officer would get separate
meal trays, which came from
two different kitchens. Ser-
ving pilots meals from diffe-
rent kitchens is a proactive
safety measure grounded in
aviation risk management,”
the source said. —Manju 'V
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