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ENR 1.12 - INTERCEPTION OF CIVIL AIRCRAFT – 

IDENTIFICATION AND INTERCEPTION PROCEDURES 
 
1. All aircraft flying in air space above the Indian Territory, including territorial waters adjacent thereto 

are required to follow, the established ATS routes as promulgated by Notam or Aeronautical 
Information Publication or any other route over which the flight is specifically permitted. Pilots are 
cautioned not to fly in the air space over Indian Territory within 15NM of the border of India except 
when following an ATS or specifically permitted route or when operating to or from any aerodrome 
situated within 15NM of border of India. 

 
2. Occasions may arise when due to circumstances beyond the control of the Pilot-in-command a 

deviation from the ATS/specifically permitted route may have been/to be made. When such a situation 
arises, the Pilot-in-command of the aircraft shall inform the appropriate Air Traffic Control Centre 
(ATCC) by the quickest means available of the following : 
i) Present position-direction and flight level of the aircraft. 
ii) Position, flight level and time at which the deviation from the route was/is expected to be made. 
iii) Direction and distance the aircraft has deviated/is likely to deviate from the route. 
iv) Position, time and flight level of entry likely reentry into the route. 
 

3. If an aircraft penetrates into/operates within an ADIZ without Air Defence Clearance, strays into a 
restricted area/prohibited area/danger area or fails to inform the Air Traffic Control Centre about its 
deviation/intended deviation from the route, it will be liable to interception by fighter aircraft. 

 
4. The interception will be carried out with every regard to the safety of the intercepted aircraft and in a 

manner which will ensure that the occupants are not disturbed. An aircraft which is intercepted by 
another aircraft shall immediately- 
i) Attempt to establish radio telecommunication with intercepting aircraft or with the appropriate 

intercept control unit, by making a general call on the emergency frequency 121.5 MHZ giving 
the identity of the intercepted aircraft and the nature of the flight. 

ii) Follow instructions given by the Intercepting aircraft, interpreting and responding to visual 
signals in accordance with the specifications given in para 8. These visual signals will normally 
be used on instructions from responsible Air Defence Authority when all other means of 
communication with the aircraft fail. 

iii) Notify, if possible, the appropriate air traffic service unit. 
iv) If equipped with SSR transponder select Mode A, Code7700, unless otherwise instructed by the 

appropriate Air Traffic Services Unit. 
 
5. If radio contact is established during interception but communication in a common language is not 

possible, attempts shall be made to convey instructions, acknowledgement of instructions and essential 
information by using the following phrases and pronunciations and transmitting each phrase twice. 

 
6. If any instructions received by radio from any sources conflict with those given by the intercepting 

aircraft by visual/radio signals, intercepted aircraft shall request immediate clarification while 
continuing to comply with the visual/radio instructions given by the intercepting aircraft. 

 
7. The possibility of interception and recourse to the visual signals in para 8 would not normally arise if 

there is strict compliance with requirements of Air Defence Clearance, avoiding restricted, prohibited/ 
danger areas and no deviation is made from flight plan route and a listening watch is being maintained 
on appropriate ATS frequency. Pilots are warned, however, that should the occasion arise they must 
comply with the visual signals/radio instructions given by the intercepting aircraft. 

 
8. Phrases 
8.1. Phrases for use by INTERCEPTED aircraft 
 

Phrase Pronunciation1  Meaning 

CALL SIGN (call sign)2 KOL SA-IN (call sign) My call sign is (call sign) 
WILCO VILL-KO Understood will comply 
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CAN NOT KANN NOTT Unable to comply 

REPEAT REE-PEET Repeat your instruction 
AM LOST AM LOSST Position unknown 

MAYDAY MAYDAY I am in distress 
HIJACK3 HI-JACK I have been hijacked 

LAND (Place name) LAAND (Place name) I request to land at (Place name) 

DESCEND DEE-SEND I require descent 
 
Note 1 - In the second column, syllables to be emphasized are underlined. 
Note 2 - The call-sign required to be given is that used in radiotelephony communications with air 

traffic services units and corresponding to the aircraft identification in the flight plan. 
Note 3 - Circumstances may not always permit, nor make desirable, the use of the phrase ‘HIJACK’. 
 

8.2. Phrases for use by INTERCEPTING aircraft 
 

Phrase Pronunciation1  Meaning 

CALL SIGN KOL SA-IN What is your call-sign? 

FOLLOW FOL-LO Follow me 

DESCEND DEE-SEND Descend for landing 

YOU LAND YOU LAAND Land at this aerodrome 

PROCEED PRO-SEED You may proceed 
 
Note 1 - In the second column, syllables to be emphasized are underlined. 

 
9. Signals for use in the event of interception 
9.1. Signals initiated by intercepting aircraft and responses by intercepted aircraft 
 
 

Series INTERCEPTING Aircraft Signals Meaning INTERCEPTED Aircraft Responds Meaning 

1 

DAY or NIGHT -Rocking aircraft 
and flashing navigational lights at 
irregular intervals (and landing 
lights in the case of a helicopter) 
from a position slightly above and 
ahead of, and normally to the left 
of, the intercepted aircraft (or to the 
right if the intercepted aircraft is a 
helicopter) and, after 
acknowledgement a slow level 
turn, normally to the left (or to the 
right in the case of a helicopter) on 
the desired heading. 
Note1-Meteorological conditions or 
terrain may require the intercepting 
aircraft to reverse the positions and 
direction of turn given above in 
series 1. 
Note 2 - If the intercepted aircraft 
is not able to keep pace with the 
intercepting aircraft, the latter is 
expected to fly a series of race-
track patterns and to rock the 
aircraft each time it passes the 
intercepted aircraft. 

You have 
been 

intercepted 
follow-us 

DAY or Night - Rocking aircraft. 
Flashing navigational lights at irregular 
intervals and following. 
Note : Additional action required to be 
taken by intercepted aircraft is prescribed 
in Annex 2, Chapter 3.3.8. 

Understood, 
will comply 
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2 

DAY and NIGHT – An abrupt 
maneuver from the intercepted 
aircraft consisting of climbing turn 
of 900 or more without crossing the 
line of flight of the intercepted 
aircraft 

You may 
proceed DAY and NIGHT - Rocking the aircraft. Understood, 

will comply 

3 

DAY or NIGHT-Lowering landing 
gear (if fitted), showing steady 
landing lights and over-flying 
runway in use or, if the intercepted 
aircraft is a helicopter, over-flying 
the helicopter landing area. In the 
case of helicopters, the intercepting 
helicopter makes a landing 
approach, coming to hover near to 
the landing area. 

Land at this 
aerodrome 

Day or Night-Lowering landing gear, (if 
fitted), showing steady landing lights and 
following the intercepting aircraft and if, 
after overflying the runway in use or heli- 
copter landing area, landing is considered 
safe, proceeding to land. 

Understood, 
will comply 

 
9.2. Signals initiated by intercepted aircraft and response intercepting aircraft 
 

Series INTERCEPTING Aircraft Signals Meaning INTERCEPTED Aircraft Responds Meaning 

4 
 
 

DAY or NIGHT – Raising landing 
gear (if fitted) and flashing landing 
lights while passing over runway in 
use or helicopter landing area at a 
height exceeding 300M (1000ft) 
but not exceeding 600M (2000ft) in 
the case of a helicopter, at a height 
exceeding 50M (170ft) but not 
exceeding 100M (330ft) above the 
aerodrome level, and continuing to 
circle runway in use or helicopter 
landing area. If unable to flash 
landing lights, flash any other lights 
available.  

Aerodrome 
your have 
designated is 
inadequate 

DAY or NIGHT – if it is desired that the 
intercepted aircraft follow the 
intercepting aircraft to an alternate 
aerodrome, the intercepting aircraft 
raises its landing gear if fitted) and uses 
the series 1 signals prescribed for 
intercepting aircraft.  
 
If it is decided to release the intercepted 
aircraft, the intercepting aircraft uses the 
series 2 signals prescribed for 
intercepting aircraft.  

Understood 
Follow me 

 
 
 
 
 

Understood 
you may 
proceed 

 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DAY or NIGHT – Regular 
switching on and off of all 
available lights but in such manner 
as to be distinct from flashing 
lights. 

 
 

Cannot 
comply 

 

DAY or NIGHT – Use series 2 signals 
prescribed for intercepting aircraft 

 
 
 

Understood 
 
 
 
 

6 

 
DAY or NIGHT – Irregular 
flashing of all available lights.  
 
 

In distress 
DAY or NIGHT – Use series 2 signals 
prescribed for intercepting aircraft.  
 

Understood 

 
10. Establishment of Air Defense Identification Zone and procedures 
10.1. Air Defense Identification Zones (A.D.I.Z) as indicated here under have been established for air 

defense clearance 
 
10.1.2. A.D.I.Z. Mumbai - A circular airspace of 150NM with Mumbai as centre excluding airspace of 

A.D.I.Z West protruding into this area. 
 
10.1.3. A.D.I.Z. West - The entire airspace over the area bounded by coordinates 293959.4N 0731839.4E, 

292959.6N 0753752.4E, 252002.4N 0735954.2E, Ahmedabad, Surat (211005.0N 0724955.6E, 
210602.5N0711358.5E, line running along the 150 NM western boundary of Mumbai ADIZ till 
163403.9N 0723058.0E, 163403.9N 0710658.6E, 211505.0N 0680700.0E, 233603.4N 0680700.0E 
and thence along the international border with Pakistan upto 293959.4N 0731839.4E. 
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10.1.4. A.D.I.Z. North - The entire Indian airspace north of line formed by joining the coordinates 
293959.7N 0731757.4E, 292959.8N 0753756.2E 292960.0N 0795954.0E and 292960.0N 
0801953.8E. 

 
10.1.5. A.D.I.Z. Delhi - The entire Indian Airspace bounded by joining the coordinates 292959.8N 

0753756.2E, 292960.0N 0795954.0E 261401.1N 0795954.1E, Gwalior, 252001.2N 0735957.1E and 
292959.8N 0753756.2E. 

 
10.1.6. A.D.I.Z. Central India - The entire airspace over the area bounded by joining the coordinates 

292960.0N 0795954.0E 292960.0N 0801953.8E then along the Indo-Nepal boundary on the north 
upto 263901.2N 0855951.2E, 231502.3N 0855951.4E Allahabad, 261401.1N 0795954.1E, and 
292960.0N 0795954.0E. 

 
10.1.7. A.D.I.Z. Calcutta - The entire airspace over the area bounded by coordinates 263901.2N 

0855951.2E, along the Indo-Nepal border upto a point 262301.4N 0873450.5E joined by the shortest 
line through Kishanganj (260501.5N 0875450.4E) to a point 255501.6N 0880550.3E and then along 
the international boundary with Bangladesh upto a point 204003.3N 0891450.1E, 204003.1N 
0855951.6E, 231502.3N 0855951.4E and upto 263901.2N 0855951.2E. 

 
10.1.8. A.D.I.Z. East - The entire Indian airspace northeast of the shortest line through Kishanganj 

(260501.5N 0875450.4E) Joining the borders of Nepal at 262301.4N 0873450.5E and Bangladesh at 
255501.6N 0880550.3E including Bhutan. 

 
10.1.9. ADIZ South - The airspace covering southern peninsula South of the line joining 180007.0N 

0750953.4E, 180007.4N 0805948.0E, 170008.0N 0821946.8E and area bounded by the coordinates 
120005.3N 0751456.8E, 120005.3N 0734657.4E, 163403.9N 0710658.6E, 163403.9N 0731957.6E 
and 180007.0N 0750953.4E excluding those areas already included in ADIZ Mumbai. Lakshdweep 
Island and Andaman and Nicobar Island are also excluded from ADIZ South. 

 
11. Requirement for Air Defense Clearance (ADC) 
11.1. No flight of aircraft civil/military, Indian or foreign originating within the ADIZ defined under para.1 

above and those penetrating into these ADIZ are permitted without Air Defense Clearance. The 
procedures for issue of Air Defense Clearance are outlined in the succeeding paragraphs. Aircraft 
flying without an air defense clearance or failing to comply with any restriction or deviating from 
flight plan will be liable to identification and interception procedures promulgated in this chapter. 

 
12. Procedures for the issue of Air Defense Clearance (ADC) 
12.1. General 
12.1.1. Except the local flights conducted within airspace of 5NM radius centered at ARP and vertical 

limits of 1000ft.AGL of an aerodrome; aircraft when operating to, through or within the ADIZ shall 
obtain Air Defense Clearance before take off, through the ATC concerned. 

12.1.2. ADC shall be valid for the entire route, irrespective of intermediate halts for flight originating in 
one ADIZ/FIR and transiting through other ADIZ/FIR. 

12.1.3. All flights shall obtain Air Defense Clearance before entering ADIZ from respective FIC ten 
minutes prior to entering Indian Airspace. 

12.1.4. ADC shall be obtained before departure and in the event of departure being delayed for more than 
30 minutes at the aerodrome of departure or at intermediate halts; a fresh ADC shall be obtained. In 
the case of communication difficulty or delay in receipt of ADC, or non-existence of communication 
at the place of departure, the aircraft equipped with radio may be allowed to take off with 
instructions to obtain ADC immediately after airborne from the FIC concerned. 

12.1.5. Flying club aircraft intending to operate beyond immediate vicinity of an aerodrome where no ATC 
is functioning may obtain ADC from the nearest IAF ATC Unit. The IAF ATC Unit will advise the 
FIC concerned regarding the movement of the Flying club aircraft. 

12.1.6. Scheduled aircraft or flying club aircraft returning to the Aerodrome of departure on the same day 
may be issued with Air Defense Clearance for return flight also, if so desired, provided that a fresh 
ADC will have to be obtained in the event of the delay for more than thirty minutes in excess of the 
estimated departure time for the return flight. 

 
__________ 


